
 

Facts & Figures 
 

 €16.4 million 

humanitarian aid in 

response to 

natural disasters  

since 1998 

 €1.8 million for 

disaster 

preparedness since 

2008 

 €2 million to 

assist population 

affected by floods 

in 2011 

 €300 000 to 

assist people 

affected by malaria 

outbreak in 2012 

 €250 000 to 

support the fight 

against Dengue 

fever in 2013 

 €166 275 to 

provide assistance 

to flood victims in 

October 2013  
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Villagers in Khamouane province and ECHO expert celebrate the rehabilitation of the village following 

devastating floods in 2011 – EU/ECHO 

 
 Poverty reduction, outbreaks of tropical diseases and vulnerability 

to natural disasters such as droughts and floods are the main 

challenges in Lao PDR.  
 The European Commission's Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection 

department, ECHO, has been supporting specific Disaster Risk 
Reduction (DRR) projects in Lao PDR to help communities better 
prepare for natural disasters since 2008.   

 ECHO assists the affected communities also in the aftermath of a 
disaster. Since 1998, ECHO has granted €16.4 million for response 

to natural disasters in Lao PDR. 
 

 
 

Background  

Poverty reduction remains the main challenge in Lao PDR (People's 

Democratic Republic), particularly in rural and inaccessible mountain 
areas where ethnic minorities are concentrated. Large parts of Lao 

PDR are prone to floods and droughts, and the country's 
vulnerability to such disasters has even increased over the last few 
years as a result of illegal logging and deforestation. ECHO 

responded to the floods which occurred in Lao PDR in October 2011, 
and is currently responding to a high dengue fever outbreak and 

floods due to cyclone WUTIP.  
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Major needs  

Storms causing floods, landslides and the destruction of homes and livelihoods often leave 
inhabitants in need of food assistance, temporary shelter, clean water and sanitation, 

primary health care and basic household items.   Several outbreaks of tropical diseases such 
as Dengue and malaria put a particular strain on the local health services. In addition, 

communities need to take measures to prevent the spread of mosquitos. 
 

 

Funding 
ECHO is currently contributing just over € 166 000 through the IFRC following the 

devastating effects of cyclone WUTIP which brought heavy rainfall to the Southern 
provinces of Champasak, Salavan, Xekong and Attapeu. This allows the Lao Red Cross to 
target 10 000 beneficiaries (2 000 families) for immediate assistance with basic food and 

non-food items.  
As of July 2013, over 33 000 cases of dengue have been reported in Lao PDR, including 76 

deaths. This is four times the number of cases reported during the last big outbreak of 
Dengue fever in 2010 and ten times more cases than the yearly average. ECHO is 
responding through funding of €250 000 under its global epidemics fund to combat an 

outbreak in 9 provinces where the disease is particularly severe. The project is being 
implemented by Health Poverty Action (HPA) focusing on containing the epidemic through 

training of health staff, monks and school teachers, and providing community mosquito 
control measures such as fumigation and village cleaning campaigns. The project will 

benefit over 120 000 people in 270 villages.  
In 2012, following a serious outbreak of malaria in the central and southern provinces of 
Lao PDR, ECHO provided €300 000 through HPA to treat patients and to help local 

authorities take preventative measures such as distribution of bed nets to over 100 000 
people, training to local medical staff and provided local clinics with the necessary 

medicines.  
Following the floods in 2011, the EU committed €500 000 in emergency assistance to Lao 
PDR as part of a regional humanitarian aid funding decision of €10 million. UN Habitat 

provided emergency water, sanitation, hygiene and shelter for affected communities in 
Khamouane province. Save the Children-Norway and Health Poverty Action (HPA) received 

€400 000 to improve access to food, basic health care and safe water, while ensuring early 
recovery for targeted communities in Bolikhamxay and Khammouane provinces. To assist in 
the post-emergency rehabilitation efforts, a further €1.5 million was allocated to Lao PDRF 

or projects in Bolikamxai and Khammouane provinces covering livelihood, nutrition, water, 
sanitation and disaster preparedness. The projects were implemented by Save the Children 

Norway and Health Poverty Action Consortium, the French Red Cross, Triangle, and the 
WFP.  
 

Outreach and coordination with humanitarian partners 
Large areas of Lao PDR are prone to floods, landslides and other hazards. The country's 

vulnerability to such disasters has increased as a result of deforestation. ECHO believes that 
a well prepared community saves lives and assets. Under the DIPECHO (Disaster 
Preparedness ECHO) Programme for South East Asia, ECHO is providing € 860 000 to Lao 

PDR for the period 2012-2013, with the aim of reducing risks posed by natural hazards 
to the most vulnerable populations, as well as to improve local communities’ resilience. 

Since 1998, the DIPECHO programme has continued to strengthen local disaster 
preparedness capacities, through training of disaster management committees at local level, 
integration of disaster risk reduction into local planning, implementation of small scale 

mitigation measures, setting up of early warning systems. The Programme also prioritises 
education, public awareness campaigns, epidemic surveillance and response in the high risk 

areas.  

The European Union's Humanitarian Response 
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Partner 
Amount 

(Euro) 

RESPONSE TO FLOOD 2013 

IFRCIFR IFRC 166 275 

RESPONSE TO FLOOD 2012 

Save the Children Norway (SC) 559 556 

Triangle (TGH) 250 000 

French Red Cross (FRC) 286 000 

HH           World Food Programme (WFP) 404 000 

TOTAL    TOTAL 1 499 556 

DENGUE OUTBREAK 2013 

Health Poverty Action (HPA) 

 
249 979 

DIPECHO - DISASTER PREPAREDNESS 

O            OXFAM Belgium 431 000 

              Health Poverty Action (HPA) 428 626 

              TOTAL 859 626 

Regional DIPECHO 

 (Laos is included in the country beneficiaries) 

  TOTA    OXFAM AADMER  600 000 

IFRC*      IFRC  350 000 
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The devastating floods which hit the 
region in the second half of 2011 had 

serious effects on isolated communities. 
The house of 70-year old Sot in 

Sebangfai district, Khammouane 
province, was damaged and her latrine 
and well filled with sand. UN-Habitat with 

funding from ECHO not only repaired 
latrines and wells in Sot’s village but also 

showed how such facilities and the 
houses could be rebuilt better to make 
the village more resilient to future floods. 

In total Lao PDR received humanitarian 
assistance worth some €2 million 

following the 2011 floods. 
 
 

 
 

 
In another part of Khammouane province, 
WFP used ECHO funds to distribute food 

to villages cut off by rivers and where 
roads had been washed away. Boats are 

the only way to reach these communities. 
The floods also destroyed fields and killed 
livestock forcing communities to rely on 

food assistance until the next harvest. 
Providing life-saving assistance following 

such natural disasters often involves 
many logistical challenges. Picture Credit: WFP 
 

 
 

 
 

 
In the southern province of Attapeu, 
villagers have been suffering from an 

outbreak of malaria since 2011. ECHO has 
joined the international efforts to save lives. 

Local clinics were stocked with the necessary 
items to diagnose and treat the disease.  
Village health volunteers were trained to 

safeguard their villages. More than 100 000 
people including migrants have also received 

mosquito nets, repellants, and education 
sessions. Access to hospitals was provided 
to vulnerable poor. The project is now being 

extended to all 6 provinces in central and 
southern Lao PDR, from Khammouane to 

Attapeu provinces. 


