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Facts & Figures 

Number of 
IDPs/Refugees: 

585 000 (UNHCR 

October 2014) 

 

People in need of 
humanitarian 
assistance: 

1.5 million 

 

European Commission 

humanitarian aid in 
2014: € 23.0 million  

 

 
 
Other facts 

Population: 

39.8 million 

Life expectancy: 55 
years 

Infant mortality (per 1 
000): 55  

Under-five mortality 
(per 1 000): 84  

Access to clean water: 
57% 

 

 

Kenya-Isiolo – ECHO/Martin Karimi  

Key messages

 Kenya is a disaster-prone country in need of strengthened emergency 

preparedness and response capacities. 

 The number of food insecure people has increased from 1.3 million in 

the beginning of 2014, to now 1.5 million. This is due to the two 

successive poor rain seasons compounded by localised conflict and 

high food prices.  

 Insecurity and the associated disruption of markets and income 

earning opportunities are likely to further worsen the food security 

and nutrition situation.  

 As a result of the recent conflict in South Sudan, over 44 000 refugees 

have arrived in the Kakuma camp. The total population of Kakuma is 

now over 179 000 people – way beyond its maximum capacity of 125 

000. This inflow of new refugees causes severe overcrowding, 

increasing land and water scarcity.  

 Dadaab refugee camp in north-eastern Kenya hosts over 355 000 

refugees, mostly from Somalia. Gaps in humanitarian assistance, 

especially in shelter, sanitation and protection, require urgent and 

sustained attention. Security in Dadaab and along the border with 

Somalia is volatile, with frequent incidents some with implications for 

the safety of humanitarian workers. 

 The repatriation of Somali refugees is high on the agenda of the 

Government of Kenya. However, the situation in Somalia is not yet 

conducive for large or even medium-scale return and therefore the 

right to seek asylum in Kenya must continue to be respected. 
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Kenya is disaster-prone and its population is recurrently hit by drought, flood or inter-clan clashes; particularly 
affected are the arid and semi-arid lands in the northern part of the country. Structural under-development and 
chronic poverty put 5.5 million people living in Northern Kenya, mainly livestock farmers, in a vulnerable 
position.  

The number of people facing food insecurity has increased to 1.5 million after two successive poor or failed rain 
seasons. Inter-clan fighting and the associated disruption of markets and income-earning opportunities 
are likely to further compound the effects of the poor rains. Food prices will remain high and livestock will grow 
weaker.  

Since the beginning of the crisis in South Sudan in December 2013, over 44 000 South Sudanese have arrived 
in Kakuma camp in north western Kenya. The total population of Kakuma is now over 179 000 (maximum 
capacity 125 000). While the majority of new arrivals have been in good health, there are serious concerns of 

worsening nutritional status. The influx from South Sudan is likely to continue throughout the year and is 
putting resources in Kakuma under severe strain as well as causing severe overcrowding. Kakuma hosts 
refugees mainly from South Sudan but also from Somalia and the Great Lakes region.  

While cross-border movement of refugees from Kenya to Somalia reached 30 000 people in 2013, it has 
significantly reduced in 2014. From June to August, only 1 500 movements were recorded. UNHCR has set up 
return help desks in the camps as part of the pilot return project to Somalia. However, conditions in Somalia 
remain unfavourable for any large or even medium-scale return. The pilot return has been delayed due to 

military operations. The governments of Kenya and Somalia, and the UNHCR signed a tri-partite agreement in 
November 2013 setting the basis for safe and voluntary returns of Somali refugees back home when the 
situation there becomes conducive.  

Refugees in Kenya continue to face significant protection threats. Since April 2014, the Government of Kenya 
ordered all refugees to be relocated to Dadaab or Kakuma refugee camps. The forced relocations coupled with 

security concerns in Dadaab fuel protection concerns. In Kakuma, the continuous influx is bringing a large 
number of unaccompanied minors who are highly vulnerable to abuse. In the camps, insecurity is widespread 
and cases of sexual and gender-based violence frequently take place. A Kadhi (traditional) court has been 
established in Daadab and one Kadhi and three support staff deployed. This is seen as a positive move towards 
strengthening protection mechanisms within the camps. The security situation in the North Eastern region, 
where Dadaab is located, has gradually deteriorated. The situation in Dadaab refugee camp and along the 
border with Somalia is highly volatile, leading to growing concerns for the safety of humanitarian workers. This 

could cause immediate negative implications for refugee assistance. 

 

Funding 

 
In 2012 and 2013, the European Commission's Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection department (ECHO) made 
€34.2 million and €20.5 million, respectively, available for Kenya. The focus is to support refugee operations, 
emergency preparedness and response and to contribute to the resilience of populations who are vulnerable to 

natural hazards. In 2014, ECHO has allocated €23 million towards the same goals streamlining support in a 
strategic approach, with the bulk going towards assistance to refugees and asylum seekers.  

In Kakuma and Dadaab refugee camps, ECHO continues to provide basic life-saving care and maintenance 
assistance such as health, nutrition, water and sanitation and protection. In 2014, ECHO is spending €15.7 
million in support of the refugee operations, with most of the funding helping the most needy of the over 

575 000 refugees both in Dadaab and Kakuma. ECHO is making a concerted effort to also improve the 
protection of children and women through targeted community-based protection interventions.  

In emergency preparedness and response, ECHO is strengthening institutions and partners to better react in 

times of crisis. ECHO is supporting the Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS) for emergency preparedness and 

response for small-scale disasters. In addition, ECHO is strengthening the ability of the Ministry of Health to 
treat under-nutrition in the arid regions and piloting a scalable model for nutrition services at the health facility 
level. Outside of the Humanitarian Implementation Plan (HIP), ECHO has mobilised additional resources to 
complement the response to small-scale disasters and epidemics when national capacities are overwhelmed. 
ECHO is also boosting the funding of pre-emptive actions with the aim of strengthening the resilience of those 
most vulnerable to disasters, especially in Northern Kenya. 

The European Union's Humanitarian Response 

Humanitarian situation and needs 
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Outreach and coordination with humanitarian partners 
 
Response to early warnings in Kenya is unstructured and poorly coordinated during this transition period from a 

centralized to a devolved government. Development and humanitarian donors together with the Government of 
Kenya have agreed to develop a response plan showing funding gaps for each county and build preparedness 
for significant scale up should the need arise. 

ECHO is funding UNHCR and other humanitarian agencies which deliver basic services to the refugees in Kenya. 

Because of the volatile security environment, access is often restricted, affecting delivery of the assistance. The 
refugee community is being involved to overcome these difficulties. Refugees are taking an active role in their 
own self-management through the so-called Operations Continuity Plan.  

 

During the 2011 drought, 3.7 million people were in immediate 

need of food, clean water and basic sanitation. Under the 
'Supporting the Horn of Africa's Resilience' (SHARE) initiative, 
the EU is enhancing its support to boost recovery and build 

resilience through a revamped early warning system, institutional 
support to authorities such as the National Drought Management 
Authority (NDMA) managing the Disaster and Drought Contingency 
Fund (NDDCF), and community-level livelihoods projects which 
expand people's economic opportunities. Renewed investment by 
the Kenyan Government and its institutions in arid lands is 
expected to help translate early warning into early response in ways 

that will avoid the development of similar crises in the future. 

 

ECHO has successfully piloted the use of cash instead of in-kind food for 

some 16 000 people in North-Western Kenya in 2013. The project, 
rolled out through the World Food Programme, is substituting maize, 
sorghum, pulses, cooking oil with cash delivered via mobile money 
services. So far, families benefiting from this project have said that cash 
gives them dignity and self-worth, something that people living on 
hand-outs often lack. Cash is a more cost-effective way of assisting the 
most vulnerable than distributing food and helps promote local markets 

and benefits local farming and food supply systems. The next step is the 
transfer of these WFP beneficiaries to social protection schemes, such as 
the Hunger Safety Net Programme.  

 

Kambioos is one of the new camps in Dadaab, established in late 2011, as 

a result of the big influx of refugees fleeing conflict, drought and famine in 
Somalia. Currently, almost 20 000 refugees live in Kambioos. Protection of 

refugees is a major need in this camp and across Dadaab. Cases of 
insecurity, sexual and gender-based violence, domestic violence, theft and 
child labour are common. Moreover, newly arriving refugees do not have a 
readily available source of information on basic and protection services 
available in the camps. In a bid to improve the security and protection of 
the refugees in Kambioos, the Danish Refugee Council (DRC), with 
funding from ECHO, has installed 37 solar street lights with accompanying 

study desks and distributed solar lanterns to especially vulnerable 
households. The DRC has also given out 1 000 hand wind-up radios to 

refugee families and is partnering with local radio stations to broadcast messages such as the importance of 
educating children, the need for vaccination and on the rights of refugees. ECHO has allocated EUR 300 000 for 
these actions in 2013. Data shows that incidences of SGBV and other forms of violence has reduced significantly 

after installation of the solar street lights, while at the same time children are studying more for school using 
the lit study desks. 

Examples of Humanitarian Projects in Kenya 
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