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KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE: DROUGHT #1 
8th Dec, 2016: Drought conditions are deepening in Puntland and Somaliland, and have expanded to southern and central 

regions, including Gedo, Hiraan, Galgaduud and Lower Juba. The Deyr rainy season, which usually extends from October to 
December, has so far been poor, and high temperatures combined with limited amounts of rain in October 2016 that have led 
to drought conditions in most of Somalia, ranging from moderate to extreme. Severe drought in Puntland is directly affecting 
approximately 150,000 people according to an inter-agency assessment conducted in September 2016. Preliminary findings of 
the inter-agency assessment conducted in Somaliland at the end of October 2016 indicate that 84 per cent of households have 
had their main sources of income affected by drought, with 62 per cent of these households reporting significant to complete 
loss of income. In Gedo region, locally significant poor Gu rains and poor Deyr rains in October coupled with conflict have 
affected nearly 76,000 people, according to the inter-agency assessment report conducted in September 2016. (OCHA, 
Consequences of Drought in Somalia, November, 2016). 

 
EDUCATION SITUATION 

 During the drought earlier in 2016 as many as 180 schools 
and up to 34,000 students in Somaliland and Puntland were 
directly affected by the drought. For Puntland this 
constituted 30% of the schools in drought affected areas. A 
similar or higher number of students are estimated to be 
affected by the current drought 

 Currently, 277,605 students (122,171 girls) are enrolled in 
schools in drought affected areas 

 Absenteeism is increasing in schools in areas affected by 
drought, as families are forced to enlist children to search 
for water resources  

 Rising food and water prices have cut into the incentives 
for teachers provided by parents and communities, 
specifically in Puntland, further jeopardizing education. 

 In Puntland 70% of school children do not have access to 
safe drinking water and 80% do not have access to school 
feeding 

 In Somaliland 12% of children not attending school is 
stating drought as the main reason 

CAPACITY ON GROUND 
 UNICEF, Save the Children and Relief International are 

preparing to respond with distribution of water to 70  
schools in Sool, Sanaag, Togdheer, Bari and Nugaal regions 
reaching more than 13.000 children in schools 

IMMEDIATE RESPONSE NEEDS 
 Distribution of water to schools 

 Emergency school feeding  

 Ensure that teacher incentives are being paid to maintain 
livelihood  

 Ensure hygiene promotion in schools to minimize the risk 
of AWD/Cholera  

 Offer remedial classes for students to catch up for the 
time lost 

GAPS 
 Expansion of water distribution and emergency schools 

feeding. USD 300.000 is needed to ensure water 
distribution and hygiene promotion to 20.000 children for 
3 months and USD 1 million is needed to provide school 
feeding for 34.000 children for 3 months 
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