
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

Governing Justly and 
Democratically 10.7% 

Health 10.5% 

Education 
3.5% 

Economic 
Growth 18% 

Food Aid 45% 

Humanitarian 
Assistance 

9.9% 

Transition 
0.1% 

Peace and 
Security 2.3% 

USAID Assistance to Sudan 
FY 2010 

Peace and Security $17.1 

Governing Justly and 
Democratically $81.2 

Health $79.6 

Education $26.9 

Economic Growth $136.9 

Food Aid $371.8* 

Humanitarian Assistance $105.7* 

Transition $1.1 

TOTAL $820.3 

Note: Amounts in millions 

* Includes eastern Chad 

MONTHLY UPDATE 

June 2011 

Residents of Kadugli, Southern Kordofan, sought shelter on June 10 

outside United Nations Mission in Sudan (UNMIS) sector headquarters 

after fleeing fighting in Kadugli town. Photo: Paul Banks/UNMIS/AFP
 

USAID Responds to Crisis in Abyei and 
Southern Kordofan 
USAID is responding to humanitarian needs in Sudan, including 
assisting tens of thousands of Sudanese affected by recent fighting in 
the Abyei Area and Southern Kordofan State. 

The humanitarian community estimates that the Abyei Area clashes 
displaced nearly 111,000 people.   In Southern Kordofan, unconfirmed 
estimates put the number of displaced at approximately 73,000. 

In Southern Kordofan, USAID’s assistance includes distribution of 
food and relief items to displaced individuals, despite access 
constraints and ongoing insecurity.   

The UN World Food Program provided emergency food rations 
contributed by USAID to approximately 42,500 people affected by the 
conflict as of June 30.  USAID partner UNICEF has provided essential 
drugs and critical medical equipment benefiting approximately 42,000 
individuals, and relief items—including blankets, sleeping mats, plastic 
sheeting, and soap—to nearly 17,000 affected individuals in Southern 
Kordofan.   

Advance contingency planning supported by USAID has enabled 
humanitarian agencies to assess and respond quickly to the needs of 
displaced populations.   
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Residents of Kadugli, Southern Kordofan, waited 
outside United Nations Mission in Sudan (UNMIS) 
sector headquarters on June 10 to collect water after 
fleeing fighting in Kadugli town. Photo: Paul 
Banks/UNMIS/AFP  

Many of the internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
have fled to southern states. In the southern state of 
Unity, USAID is helping to provide water, sanitation, 
and hygiene assistance in Pariang and Rubkona 
counties, and the World Food Program distributed 
emergency food rations to more than 1,400 IDPs, 
with support from USAID.♦ 

USAID provided two boreholes at Eyat camp for 
displaced persons near Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal 
State. Photo: Christy Forster/USAID 

First All-Weather Roads in Western 
Equatoria State to Boost Trade, 
Transportation, Security 

USAID and the Government of Southern Sudan 
(GOSS) on June 13 inaugurated the improved 
Diabio-Tambura Road and Diabio-Ezo Road in 
Western Equatoria State, a total of 262 kilometers 
that USAID has engineered to all-weather gravel 
standard to help boost economic growth and 
improve transportation and trade within southern 
Sudan, and with the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo and Central African Republic, which border 
Western Equatoria. 

Following the signing of the 2005 Comprehensive 
Peace Agreement (CPA), the GOSS identified 
infrastructure as one of its top priorities for southern 
Sudan, with Western Equatoria’s main road corridor 
of Faraksika-Yambio-Tambura-Wau as the primary 
priority for USAID funding in the state.   

Because of these road improvements, travel time 
from Yambio to Diabio has been reduced from more 
than four hours to 1.5 hours.  Ezo can now be 
reached in three to four hours from Yambio, while 
Tambura can be reached in approximately three 
hours from Yambio. These reduced travel times 
result in improved supply of goods and services, and 
lower costs for merchants. Roads are also important 
for improving security and delivery of social services 
such as health and education.  

The improved roads are already helping smallholder 
farmers to access markets for their agricultural 
goods, and increasing the ability of security forces to 
move quickly to combat the Lord’s Resistance Army 
(LRA), which has posed a significant security threat 
in Western Equatoria. Attacks by the LRA dropped 
in areas close to these roads after they were 
upgraded.  

It is estimated that more than 500,000 residents will 
benefit from these road improvements, many of 
them local farmers.  Western Equatoria, which has 
been known as the breadbasket of southern Sudan, 
is rebuilding its agricultural capacity as southern 
Sudan continues to recover from decades of war.   

“This is an important legacy for South Sudan as it 
embarks on nationhood and an independent future, 
and is a symbol of the lasting friendship between the 
people of the United States and the people of South 
Sudan,” said U.S. Consul General in Juba  
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 The Mupoi Bridge on Diabio-Tambura Road in
 
Western Equatoria was unsafe before repairs. Photo: 

Aurupai Mary Vincincia/USAID 


Ambassador R. Barrie Walkley, who joined 
USAID/Sudan Mission Director William Hammink 
and GOSS and Western Equatoria State 
representatives in Tambura for the inauguration 
ceremony. 

USAID invested $37 million in the project, which 
provided employment and skills development to 
local roads contractors.  Of five contractors 
employed to provide work on the road improvement 
project, four are Sudanese. The fifth is a Kenyan 
firm that has been operating in southern Sudan 
since before the CPA was signed in 2005. 

By the end of 2011, up to 30 local contractors will 
have been trained and gained work experience 
through USAID’s road programs in Sudan, which will 

The Mupoi Bridge, after USAID-funded repairs, is safe 
and meets modern standards. Photo: Aurupai Mary 
Vincincia/USAID 

contribute to the long-term maintenance and 
sustainability of the roads. Also by the end of this 
year, USAID will have spent more than $300 million 
in development of transportation infrastructure in 
southern Sudan.  

Other road infrastructure projects funded by USAID 
in southern Sudan include:  the first paved major 
road in southern Sudan, the 192 kilometer-long 
Juba-Nimule Road, which is currently being 
tarmacked; Bandame Bridge in Central Equatoria 
State; emergency repairs to the 100 kilometer-long 
Pagak-Mathiang Road in Upper Nile State; and a 
total of approximately 800 kilometers of roads 
repaired or maintained throughout southern Sudan’s 
10 states.♦ 

The Diabio-Ezo Road, before USAID-funded repairs. 
Photo: Aurupai Mary Vincincia/USAID 

The Diabio-Ezo Road, after USAID-funded repairs. 
Photo: Aurupai Mary Vincincia/USAID 
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Youth Center, Radio Station 
Launched in Upper Nile’s Nasir 
County to Help Prevent Conflict  

Upper Nile Governor Simon Kun Puoc at the launch on 
June 25 in Nasir of a youth center and radio station, 
funded by USAID to engage youth in positive activities 
and prevent conflict. Sara Taylor/USAID 

On June 25, USAID and Upper Nile State authorities 
opened a USAID-funded Youth Multipurpose Center 
and Radio Station in Nasir County.  

Nasir County has been the site in recent years of 
bitter fighting between Nasir’s Jikany Nuer and Lou 
Nuer in Akobo, Jonglei State, to the south. These 
new facilities will provide opportunities for youth who 
have been involved in activities such as cattle 
raiding, which can escalate to violent tit-for-tat 
attacks, and will help to put Nasir County on a path 
toward reconciliation and freedom from conflict.  

Both the Youth Multipurpose Center and Radio 
Station were built using compressed soil blocks 
made by the Nasir Youth Association. 

The youth were given training in how to make the 
blocks, and then assisted in establishing the Nasir 
Youth Blockmaking Association, from which USAID 
bought the blocks for both community buildings.   

Women from the area played a large role in the 
block making and at times during the construction 
outnumbered their male counterparts. They saw the 
training as an opportunity to gain a skill to generate 
income and improve their families’ livelihood.  
Women also contributed to the construction of the 
Youth Center and Radio Station. 

“The way they built the bricks is very important. This 
is a modern skill … taught to them by experts and I 
hope they will continue to do that,” Upper Nile 
Governor Simon Kun Puoc said at the opening 
ceremony. “South Sudan will be built by South 
Sudanese and no one else,” he added. “Our friends 
will come and help us.”♦ 

Center for Traditional Authorities 
Opened in Lakes State to Help Stem 
Conflict 

Youth celebrate the launch of the USAID-sponsored 
Council of Traditional Authority Leaders Center in 
Rumbek with traditional music and dance. Photo:  Julie 
McClanahan/U.S. Department of State 

As part of its efforts to prevent and mitigate conflict 
in Sudan, USAID on June 8 joined officials in 
Rumbek, the capital of Lakes State, for the 
inauguration of the USAID-sponsored Council of 
Traditional Authority Leaders (COTAL) Center.  

The COTALs are the first layer of local government 
and primary dispute resolution mechanism for local 
conflicts such as cattle raiding and revenge attacks 
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USAID Deputy Mission Director in Juba Susan Fine 
(left) and U.S. Consul General in Juba Ambassador R. 
Barrie Walkley with Lakes State authorities at the 
opening June 8 of the USAID-sponsored Traditional 
Authorities Center in Rumbek. Photo: Julie 
McClanahan/U.S. Department of State 

among communities. The new center, which 
includes a meeting hall and two fully equipped 
offices, will serve as a venue for the Lakes State 
COTAL to meet regularly to address local conflict 
issues using traditional mechanisms and promote 
wider peacebuilding and conflict mitigation 
initiatives. 

This project complements USAID's comprehensive 
approach to support traditional leaders through the 
construction of COTAL and Traditional Authorities 
Centers (TACs) in conflict-prone areas of southern 
Sudan. Two COTAL centers have already been 
established in the neighboring states of Warrap and 
Unity, and USAID recently sponsored the 
construction of TACs for chiefs in Akobo and Pibor 
(Jonglei State) and Tonj East (Warrap State).  

TACs provide direct support to local chiefs who have 
not formally been incorporated into the government, 
but nevertheless play an important role in promoting 
stability at the grassroots level. By increasing the 
effectiveness of traditional authorities to provide 
governance and successfully address community 
violence and conflict in their jurisdiction, USAID aims 
to help reduce violence and promote peaceful co-
existence. 

U.S. Consul General in Juba Ambassador R. Barrie 
Walkley and USAID Deputy Mission Director in Juba 
Susan Fine joined Lakes State Governor Chol Tong 
Mayay and other officials and local chiefs in Rumbek 
for the inauguration. 

“USAID’s conflict reduction program has two main 
focuses,” Fine explained at the event. “First, USAID 
is working to strengthen the capacity of local 
authorities by giving them more resources to 
manage conflict, such as furnished county 
headquarters and communications equipment. 
Second, USAID supports programs that productively 
engage youth, who can turn to cattle raiding 
because they lack formal education or access to 
alternative livelihoods. Our program seeks to 
support the Government of South Sudan in its efforts 
to quickly implement practical projects with tangible 
dividends.” 

Communications equipment USAID has provided to 
local governments in southern Sudan to help 
prevent conflict and enable communications and 
coordination among local officials include satellite 
phones, VSAT for Internet access, and high-
frequency radios.  USAID has also provided training 
for youth in making soil blocks that can be used for 
construction of buildings, including county 
headquarters facilities.  Youth trained through 
USAID assistance in some locations including 
Akobo, Jonglei State, and Muglad, Southern 
Kordofan State, have taken this skill and become 
entrepreneurs, selling the blocks locally. 

Rumbek was the interim administrative center for 
southern Sudan following the signing of the 
Comprehensive Peace Agreement that ended the 
north-south civil war in 2005 until Juba became 
southern Sudan’s official capital. Fine noted that the 
stability of Lakes State, which is located at the heart 
of southern Sudan, is crucial for the overall 
development of the south.♦ 

USAID-World Bank Study Explores 
Viability of Integrated Farming in 
South Darfur 
USAID, the World Bank, and the South Darfur 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forests held a workshop 
in Khartoum June 26 to discuss the new report, 
Rehabilitation of Gum Arabic Ecosystems in South 
Darfur, which examines the role of farming systems 
that integrate gum arabic, livestock, and food grains 
as a viable option in South Darfur to reduce poverty, 
conflict over natural resources, and degradation of 
the environment.  
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Women sort and clean gum arabic at a warehouse in 
Khartoum. Photo:  James Small/USAID 

Financed by USAID and the World Bank’s Post-
Conflict Fund, the report originated from a request in 
2009 by the Governor of South Darfur that the World 
Bank propose a plan to rehabilitate gum arabic 
production in South Darfur, which is the center of the 
Darfur region’s gum arabic industry.   

Gum arabic, the dried sap of the Acacia senegal 
tree, is used in pharmaceutical, industrial, and food 
products, including soft drinks and confections. It 
keeps sugar uniformly suspended in carbonated 
drinks, binds newspaper ink to paper, and is used as 
a coating on medications. 

Sudan is the world’s largest producer of gum arabic, 
providing as much as half of the world supply. The 
United States imports approximately 25 percent of 
Sudan’s gum arabic.  

A trader in El Obeid examines gum arabic for possible 
purchase. Photo:  James Small/USAID  

Gum arabic is important for Sudan’s economy, 
typically accounting for 10 to 15 percent of Sudan’s 
non-oil export value.  The annual average value of 
gum arabic exports has been approximately $50 
million, but it has exceeded $100 million.  About 15 
percent of Sudan’s production of gum arabic comes 
from Darfur, mostly produced in South Darfur. 

The report concludes that medium-sized farms in 
South Darfur, using a gum arabic ecosystem to 
produce gum arabic, annual crops, and livestock can 
be a financially and environmentally sustainable 
enterprise as a family farm.  Not only does gum 
arabic make a modest contribution to net farm 
income, it also contributes more broadly, providing a 
favorable physical environment for crop and 
livestock production, leading to higher productivity. 

Children in Darfur in the shade of an Acacia senegal 
tree, which produces gum arabic. Photo:  USAID 

South Darfur Governor Abdelhamid Musa Kassa 
and South Darfur State Minister of Agriculture and 
Forests Dr. Ibrahim Dukheri endorsed the report.  
Dr. Dukheri served as chairman of the workshop that 
examined the report’s conclusions and a suggested 
action plan, which includes model pilot farms; 
support for private-sector tree nurseries, gum arabic 
producers’ associations, and other farmers’ 
organizations; farmer training; and policy 
development to support future gum arabic 
ecosystem development. 

“This report is an important step in examining 
options for helping to rebuild livelihoods for the 
people of Darfur, while recognizing the challenges of 
climate change and competition for natural 
resources, including water,” said USAID/Sudan 
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Mission Director William Hammink.  “We look 
forward to continuing to work with others on ways to 
help the people of Darfur.”♦ 

Helping Local Authorities in 
Southern Blue Nile State Respond 
to Citizen Needs 

Youth in Kern Kern Payam, Blue Nile State, working 
on the USAID-sponsored rehabilitation of the Kern 
Kern Administration Building.  Photo: AECOM 
International Sudan 

USAID recently partnered with the Blue Nile State 
Government to support the rehabilitation of the Kern 
Kern Payam Administration Building, which the local 
government is slated to move into over the coming 
weeks. Through this project, USAID seeks to 
improve the local government’s capacity to address 
community needs in this historically under-served 
area of southern Blue Nile, and thereby bolster 
peace.  

Working from the new building, the payam (district) 
authorities will be better positioned to tackle the 
considerable challenges the region faces, including 
the need for basic infrastructure and services such 
as education and health care.  

In addition to improving the administration’s ability to 
govern, Kern Kern’s residents will be able to come to 
this official seat of government to engage with their 
elected officials. The administration’s ability to 
operate more effectively, coupled with the citizens’ 
ability to have more meaningful interactions with 
their government, is expected to help stem the 

feelings of marginalization that course through the 
region.  

Blue Nile was one of three areas that formed the 
front line of Sudan’s north-south civil war, which cost 
some 2 million lives before ending with the signing of 
the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) in 
2005 (the other two are Southern Kordofan State 
and Abyei). Much of the population fought alongside 
southern Sudan during the war, yet efforts to unify 
the formerly divided state have been largely 
successful and have earned Blue Nile a reputation 
as a model for a peaceful Sudan. 

By supporting efforts to increase the visibility and 
legitimacy of local government in previously 
underserved and administratively un-integrated 
regions of the state, USAID hopes to help build the 
public’s confidence in the Blue Nile State 
Government and prevent a return to conflict in the 
state at a critical time in Sudan’s history.♦ 

Mass Drug Treatment for 
Schistosomiasis, Intestinal Worms 
Launched in Yei County 

USAID on June 
15 launched a 
mass drug 
treatment 
program in Yei 
County, Central 
Equatoria State, 
to help prevent 
two neglected 
tropical diseases 
that affect 
southern 
Sudanese—the 
parasitic disease 
schistosomiasis 
(also known as 
bilharzia) and 

A child in Yei at the mass drug intestinal worms. 
treatment launch. Photo:  Sarah 

Armstrong/USAID 


Four counties in and around Yei targeted by USAID 
for assistance have a 34 percent prevalence of 
schistosomiasis and a 53 percent prevalence of 
intestinal worms. 
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Schistosomiasis is caused by a parasite transmitted 
by water snails, and can be contracted through 
everyday activities in fresh water, including bathing, 
collecting water, and washing clothing.  It can 
damage internal organs and, in children, impair 
growth and cognitive development. Schistosomiasis 
is easily treated with a single annual dose of the 
inexpensive medicine Praziquantel. 

The program will distribute 1.4 million doses of 
Praziquantel targeting 477,000 people at risk of 
schistosomiasis and distribute about 200,000 doses 
of Albendazole to more than 530,000 school 
children.♦ 

Saving Women’s Lives and 
Improving Health Service Delivery 

Suzanna Ile in Lokilri Payam, near Juba, with her 
son Modi and the community midwife who enabled 
a safe birth. Photo: Management Sciences for 
Health 

Southern Sudan has one of the world’s highest rates 
of maternal mortality, at 2,054 deaths per 100,000 
live births. That means that 1 out of every 48 babies 
born alive loses his or her mother at birth.  

Decades of civil war destroyed most of the health 
infrastructure in southern Sudan, but gradual 
progress is being made and services are improving. 
USAID is working to increase availability and quality 
of maternal and child health services.  

The majority of women in southern Sudan give birth 
at home with a traditional birth attendant, believing 
that medical facilities are unclean, lack privacy, or 

are too far away.  Without skilled birth attendants or 
accessible emergency obstetric care, many women 
have no options if their deliveries become perilous. 

In Juba County’s Lokiliri Payam, 26-year-old 
Suzanna Ile lost her first two babies in childbirth. 
During her third pregnancy, a community midwife at 
the USAID-supported Lokiliri Primary Health Care 
Center recognized Suzanna’s contracted pelvis, and 
identified her high-risk pregnancy.  

A contracted pelvis often results in obstructed labor, 
fistula, postpartum hemorrhage, or the death of the 
infant and mother.  Without access to emergency 
services and a facility capable of performing a 
Caesarean section, the midwife knew Suzanna 
would likely lose her third child as well.   

Labor complications like Suzanna’s are common 
throughout southern Sudan, but few women have 
access to adequate services. Less than 0.5 percent 
of pregnancies are delivered via Caesarian 
section—the lowest rate in Africa. In Suzanna’s 
case, the midwife discussed alternative delivery 
options with her during an antenatal care visit, and 
she delivered a healthy baby. 

In Western Equatoria State, the high maternal 
mortality rate is compounded by the highest 
prevalence of HIV in all of southern Sudan—an 
estimated 7.2 percent. USAID supports 20 primary 
health care centers in the state’s Tambura and 
Nagero counties. 

Between January and March 2011, 1,469 mothers 
received antenatal care services at these centers, 
including health education on the importance of 
antenatal care, giving birth in a health facility with a 
skilled attendant, and exclusive breastfeeding during 
the first six months after childbirth. During the same 
quarter, 146 deliveries took place in facilities with a 
skilled birth attendant. USAID supports the work of 
six midwives at the health facilities it supports in 
Tambura and Nagero counties, and recently 
supported maternal and neo-natal health training for 
health facility staff working across the counties.   

Supplies and equipment provided through USAID 
were recently distributed to each of the health 
facilities, including delivery beds and safe delivery 
kits, among other essential items. “The basics are 
now in place that were lacking before—permanent 
structures, latrines, boreholes, hand washing 
stations, medicines, and basic equipment,” said 
Anna Williams, Health Advisor for USAID.♦ 

8 


