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• Cambodia is regularly exposed to a variety of natural hazards, most commonly fl oods, drought, and 
typhoons. The country is considered one of the world’s most vulnerable to natural disasters and ranks 9th 
in the 2016 UN University World Risk Index.

• The Royal Government of Cambodia (RGC) has made Internati onal Commitments on DRR and Climate 
Change at the Sendai World Conference on Disaster Risk reducti on and the Paris Conference of Parti es 
(COP21) on the Framework Conventi on on Climate Change.   As a member of the ASEAN Agreement on 
Disaster Management and Emergency Response (AADMER), Cambodia is also committ ed to improve its 
disaster risk reducti on capabiliti es. 

• Below the Joint Acti on Group (JAG) and Humanitarian Response Forum (HRF) highlight a number of key 
requests to Nati onal and Internati onal Actors to strengthen resilience and improve DRR across Cambodia 
based on Sendai commitments.
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Priority 4:

Enhancing 
Preparedness 
for eff ecti ve 
response 
and building 
back bett er in 
recovery and 
reconstructi on

• Perform regular nati onal and sub-nati onal simula-
ti on exercises for bett er preparedness;

•  For bett er disaster preparedness and recovery, the 
specifi c needs of communiti es should be identi fi ed 
and responded to. For instance, the Royal Govern-
ment of Cambodia should invest in: 
o Informati on sharing mechanisms; 
o Stockpiling of agricultural inputs;
o Safe sites for displaced people.

• Develop and formalize multi -sector Conti ngency 
Plans;

• Develop and formalize standard methodologies and 
tools for emergency response, preparedness and 
recovery;

• Ensure each Line-Ministry has an Emergency Team 
in place.

• Harmonise the process 
of preparedness with all 
relevant stakeholders at 
diff erent levels; 

• Link preparedness to 
regional cooperati on and 
support; 

• Simulati on exercises for 
bett er preparedness 
should be regularly 
performed at the 
regional as well as 
nati onal and sub-nati onal 
levels;

• Improve access and 
promote use of regional 
disaster management 
resources including 
strengthening links with 
AHA Centre.

About JAG: In Cambodia, the Joint Acti on Group 
(JAG) brings together CSOs and development 
partners working to strengthen disaster resilience 
for the most vulnerable, for example poor 
households, people with disabiliti es, indigenous 
groups and children.
About HRF: The Humanitarian Response Forum 
(HRF) focuses on ensuring there is sound 
coordinati on and communicati on on emergency 
preparedness, and humanitarian response in 
Cambodia between the United Nati ons (UN), 
internati onal non-governmental organizati ons 
(INGOs), and internati onal organizati ons (IOs).
For further details contact: Paul Conrad, JAG Co-
Chair, Country Director, People in Need (PIN) Email: 
paul.conrad@peopleinneed.cz and Boramey 
Hun, HRF Co-Chair, Country Director, Acti onAid 
Cambodia Email: Boramey.Hun@acti onaid.org 

This document covers humanitarian aid acti viti es implemented with the fi nancial assistance of the European Union. The views expressed herein should not be taken, in any way, to 
refl ect the offi  cial opinion of the European Union, and the European Commission is not responsible for any use that may be made of the informati on it contains.

Flooding at a Temple in Krati e Province, Cambodia (Acti onAid Cambodia)

A Village chief in Pursat Province, Cambodia showing the water 
gauge for the Early Warning System  (People in Need, Cambodia)



Sendai 2015 
Priority Request to Nati onal Actors Request to Internati onal 

Actors

Priority 1:

Understanding 
Disaster Risk

• Increase community understanding of disaster risks 
through public awareness campaigns and organizing 
annual DRR Days;

• Improve access to informati on on disaster risks for 
rural and urban communiti es including updati ng and 
widely disseminati ng nati onal and sub-nati onal risk 
maps (with informati on on drought, storms, fl oods, 
strong winds and emerging hazards) to strengthen 
planning and preparedness;

• Communicate advanced risk informati on from 
nati onal to grass roots levels leading to Early Warning 
Acti on. Improve Private Sector Engagement (PSE) for 
informati on sharing on Early Warning messages;

• Support the inclusion of local and indigenous 
knowledge and gender perspecti ves into nati onal 
and sub-nati onal DRR planning process;

• Work to improve linkages between scienti fi c, DRR 
and climate change communiti es.

• Conti nue internati onal 
technical support and 
resources for putti  ng 
modern informati on 
systems in place;

• Improve linkages 
between nati onal 
and internati onal 
scienti fi c communiti es 
for predicti ng and 
forecasti ng weather 
events;

• Advocate for nati onal 
ownership on joint 
DRR/CCA integrati on to 
nati onal policies and DRR 
planning across sectors.

Priority 3:

Investi ng in 
economic, social, 
cultural and 
environmental 
resilience

• Prioriti se the most vulnerable groups such as: poor 
households, women-headed households, children, 
the elderly, people with disabiliti es, and indigenous 
people. Update the classifi cati on of the most 
vulnerable households and priority groups to refl ect 
the true need; 

• Invest in training of  local technical experts 
(engineers, and local craft speople) to  incorporate  
preparedness into the community planning process; 

• Integrate DRR and disaster preparedness and 
response into the educati onal curriculum at all 
levels, in parti cular at primary and secondary 
schools; Invest in implementi ng the three pillars of 
the Comprehensive School Safety Framework:

       o Safe learning faciliti es;
       o School disaster management; and
       o Risk reducti on and resilience educati on.
• Mainstream DRR across sectors with suffi  cient 

budget allocati ons. Make sure budget allocati ons on 
DRR publicly available;

• Promote tested and validated documentati on of best 
practi ces and lessons learned, and invest in scaling 
these practi ces up at the nati onal level;

• Increase collaborati on and partnerships with the 
private sector in DRR planning;

• Limit deforestati on to reduce hazards risks associated 
with fl ooding and droughts;

• Ensure Child Protecti on in Emergencies.

• Link DRR and climate 
change adaptation, 
moving towards 
resilience and sustainable 
development as ‘the 
new normal’ at the 
international level; 

• Off er technical assistance 
schemes for monitoring 
Sendai implementation, 
with clear and agreed 
monitoring indicators;

• Promote tested and 
validated documentation 
of best practices and 
lessons learned on 
Disaster Risk Reduction 
and invest in scaling up at 
the international level.

Priority 2:

Strengthening 
Governance and 
insti tuti ons to 
manage risk

• We Congratulate Royal Government of Cambodia in 
passing the Disaster Management Law (2015) and 
we encourage RGC to ensure eff ecti ve disseminati on 
of the law across sectors at Nati onal and Subnati onal 
level and the development of sub-legislati on in or-
der for it to be operati onalized;

• Ensure eff ecti ve implementati on of current NAP-
DRR (2014-2018) across sectors. The succeeding 
NAP (2019 onwards) should fully refl ect the prior-
iti es of the Sendai Framework with baseline data, 
a clear plan for implementati on across sectors and 
budget allocati on;

• Develop a Fiscal framework for DRR and CCA;
• Strengthen coordinati on between NCDM and sec-

tors and integrate DRR, as well as Emergency Pre-
paredness into long term sectoral planning and im-
plementati on with clear responsibiliti es;

• NCDM to take leadership in all aspects of DM includ-
ing coordinati on, emergency response, budget allo-
cati on and management; 

• Increase the role of communiti es in the planning, 
implementati on and monitoring of any disaster risk 
management interventi on and introduce and follow 
up an appropriate complaint and feedback mecha-
nism;

• Encourage the use of existi ng guidelines or stand-
ards that help ensure good governance, such as 
the Core Humanitarian Standard (CHS) or SPHERE 
standards within the nati onal context and circum-
stances;

•    Take a leadership role in monitoring progress of 
DRRpolicies and plans and identi fy and adopt clear 
and consistent (SMART) monitoring indicators for 
implementi ng Sendai Framework at the nati onal 
level;

• Improve trans-boundary 
cooperati on and 
partnership on early 
warning systems, 
informati on sharing, 
capacity building 
and other support. 
Strengthen linkages on 
EWS with AADMER Work 
Programme;

• Share lessons learned 
on governance through 
internati onal exchange of 
experts programmes ;

• Enhance DRR/CCA 
stocktaking process 
through a common 
communicati on or report 
format for learning, 
sharing and funding 
support.
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Celebrati ng Disaster Risk Reducti on (DRR) School Day in Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
(Acti onAid Cambodia)
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