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Facts & Figures 

 

People in need of 
assistance:  

8.3 million 

Internally Displaced 
Persons (IDPs)  

3.2 million since January 
2014 

In addition, 1.13 million 
IDPs from previous 
years 
(Ministry of Displacement and Migration) 

Iraqi refugees in the 
region (Turkey, Jordan 

Lebanon, Egypt, Syria, Iran and 

Gulf countries):  

205 000 
 

 

 

European Commission 

Humanitarian Aid since 

2013: 

 

€90.55 million for Iraqi 

IDPs and Iraqi refugees in 

neighbouring countries  

Over €22 million for 

Syrian refugees in Iraq  

€1.8 million under the 

EU Children of Peace 

initiative) 
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Key messages

 

 The humanitarian situation in Iraq continues to deteriorate 

and needs are skyrocketing: nearly a third of the total country’s 

population are expected to be in need of life-saving assistance by the 

end of the year. The situation will dramatically worsen in the months 

ahead, with the intensification of the conflict. Iraq is also hosting 

almost 250 000 Syrian refugees.  

 With the recent escalation of the conflict, the protection of 

civilians is increasingly difficult, with limited access for affected 

populations to safer ground, and lifesaving assistance.  

 Humanitarian access in hard to reach and conflict affected 

areas are priorities in Iraq.  

 Responding to growing humanitarian needs, the European 

Commission has significantly increased its humanitarian assistance 

to Iraq, in comparison with 2014, allocating €66.7 million in total 

in 2015*. Commissioner Stylianides visited the country twice, 

in June and July 2015.  

 The EU's support focuses on the most vulnerable people affected by 

the crisis, on the basis of needs only. It assists internally displaced 

Iraqis and Syrian refugees in Iraq. It is also supporting Iraqi refugees 

in Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey.  

       *EU institutions funding, excluding Member States contributions 
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Humanitarian situation and needs

The conflict has further escalated and substantial new population displacements are ongoing in the 

main urban areas in Ramadi, Falluja, Al Baghdadi, Haditha, Heet, Kirkuk. The Iraqi government 

announced, on 13 July, the beginning of a major military operation to retake al-Anbar Province from 

the Islamic State (IS). Over 500 000 people have been displaced since April 2015.  

Due to the ongoing escalation of the conflict, civilians' protection space in the country is further 

shrinking with limited access for affected populations to safer ground, basic services and lifesaving 

assistance. Humanitarian access and protection are still the main challenges in Iraq. Continuing 

violence and insecurity are greatly hindering the humanitarian community's ability to reach 

people in need, especially those in disputed, hard to reach or conflict-affected areas.  

There are serious protection concerns about internally displaced people (IDPs) denied access to safer 

ground. IDPs are forced to wait at checkpoints and/or return to unsafe, underserved locations, with 

limited or no access to water and basic shelter, and with high temperatures experienced in these 

districts. 

The displaced populations are hosted in tents, caravans and unfinished buildings. Water for drinking 

and general use is scarce, there are almost no sanitation facilities or services, temperatures often 

exceed 45°C in the shade, and there is a lack of suitable shelter everywhere. The provision of 

adequate shelter, food, water and sanitation and health care remains a key priority to ensure 

that the most vulnerable IDPs are provided with emergency and life-savings support.  

There are increasing reports of severe human rights abuses and gross violations of 

International Humanitarian Law. The UN has reported widespread and systematic deprivation 

of human rights in Iraq by all parties to the conflict. In some instances, these acts may amount 

to war crimes and crimes against humanity. Human rights abuses, such as targeted killings, forced 

conversions, abductions, trafficking, slavery, sexual abuse, have been recorded.  

Iraq is facing not only the consequences of its internal conflict, but also those created by the ongoing 

conflict in neighbouring Syria. Today Iraq hosts almost 250 000 registered Syrian refugees and 

European Commission humanitarian funding will continue to assist them. 

The European Union's Response

The EU is engaged in providing humanitarian assistance to all civilians in need, in a way consistent with 

humanitarian principles of independence, impartiality, and neutrality. Aid has to be delivered to all 

populations in need, regardless on their religious affiliation, and in a proportional manner, prioritising 

areas with the highest needs and lowest response. The European Commission's humanitarian 

programme in Iraq helps both internally displaced Iraqis and Syrian refugees, as well as the many Iraqi 

refugees in the neighbouring countries. 

 

Assisting people displaced inside Iraq 

In response to the growing humanitarian needs of those displaced by ongoing violence, the European 

Commission has significantly increased its humanitarian assistance to Iraq, in comparison with 2014, 

bringing its total allocation for 2015 to €66.7 million. The European Commission's humanitarian support 

comprises a multi-sector life-saving response to the most vulnerable groups, focusing on newly 

displaced civilians, neglected IDPs and those living in hard to reach areas and other locations, where 

the needs are more acute and the humanitarian response weaker. The Commission is directly present 

in the country, with a field humanitarian office in Erbil and staff who monitor the situation on the 

ground and support the coordination of the humanitarian response.  

Assisting Iraqi refugees in Turkey, Jordan and Lebanon  

The European Commission is providing assistance in the area of food and non-food items to meet the 

basic needs of vulnerable Iraqi refugees, currently residing in neighbouring countries. In Lebanon and 
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Jordan, new Iraqi refugee are being supported through an EU-funded cash assistance programme run 

by the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), targeting the most vulnerable refugees including female-headed 

households, families with several dependents, the disabled and elderly, and medical cases. 

Supporting refugees from Syria 

Since the outbreak of the conflict in Syria, almost 250 000 people have fled the violence into Iraq, 

mainly into its Kurdish region. Since 2013, the European Commission has allocated over €22 million in 

humanitarian assistance to these Syrian refugees. The Commission's Humanitarian Aid and Civil 

Protection department (ECHO) provides support inside and outside the camps, in terms of food 

assistance, basic health care, water and sanitation, protection, psychosocial support, and the 

distribution of essential household items. Around 40% of Syrian refugees assisted by ECHO in Iraq 

were children under 18 and 41% were women. 

EU Children of Peace: education in conflict situations 

The EU Children of Peace initiative was launched with the Nobel Peace Prize money received by the 

European Union in 2012 for its achievements in peace on the European continent. Under this initiative, 

the European Commission has funded four projects in Iraq to provide basic education to Syrian refugee 

and displaced children, two in 2013, out of which one implemented in 2014, and two in 2015, for a 

total of €1.8 million. The initiative funds humanitarian projects for children in conflict regions, providing 

them with access to schools where they can learn in a safe environment, as well as with psychological 

support to heal their traumatic war experiences.  
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