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Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs, Email: ocha-eth@un.org 

Key Issues 
 

 The El Niño continues to 
intensify. The sea surface 
temperature increased 
sharply to +2.7 Celsius 
above normal. 
 

 El Niño-impacted kiremt 
rains negatively affected 
long cycle crops in parts 
of north eastern and 
central Ethiopia.  

 

 Deyr rains improve water 
availability and pasture 
conditions in some areas 
of Somali region.     
 

 The National Flood 
Contingency Plan is 
expected to be officially 
released this week. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Donors are urgently requested to: 
 

• Provide additional funding to     

    address current (2015) needs 

 Bring forward 2016 funds now 
 

• Review options to re-programme   

   existing development funding for     

    priority humanitarian response 
 

• Seek additional resources 
 

• Support country-level pooled funds   

(OCHA’s Humanitarian Response Fund 

(HRF) and the emergency funds 

managed by USAID and ECHO) 

 

 

El Niño shows no signs of abating 

On 2 November, the NOAA
1
 Climate Prediction Centre reported that the sea surface 

temperature (SST) in the central and eastern Pacific Ocean sharply increased to +2.7 
Celsius above normal. This means that the current El Niño episode is likely to be the 
strongest on record.  When temperature begins to drop and how long it will last remain to 
be seen. El Niño’s impact on the weather patterns in Ethiopia may extend deeper into 2016 
than initially projected. 

 

Planning and prioritization 
The meher needs assessment progressing as planned 
Deployed on 24 October, the meher needs assessment team is expected to conclude the 
assessment on 13 November. The findings will provide the basis for the 2016 Humanitarian 
Requirements Document (HRD).  The Government intends to launch the HRD locally in 
early December to coincide with the launch of the 'Global Humanitarian Overview' in 
Geneva on 7 December. 

 
According to preliminary meher assessment reports, the El Niño-caused delayed onset, 
poor performance and early cessation of the kiremt rains negatively impacted long cycle 
crops in parts of north eastern and central Ethiopia. Significant reduction in meher harvest 
yield was reported from affected areas, including Waghimra and North Wollo zones of 
Amhara region and Southern zone of Tigray region. Communities in these areas are 
experiencing increasing water shortages both for human and livestock consumption. 
Surges in cereal price, at a time they normally decrease, coupled with the fall of livestock 
price – due to deteriorated body condition - are an added threat to food security and 
livelihoods.   

 
In the south and south eastern pastoralist and agro-pastoralist areas, El Niño-caused heavy 
deyr (October-December) rains led to flooding in flood-prone areas along the Wabishabelle 
River in Somali region, while they improved water availability and pasture conditions in 
some areas of the region. Traditional water sources (birkads and ballies) in Doolo and 
Korahe zones have now adequate water levels, livestock body conditions are showing 
some improvement and people in the region expect water levels to sustain them through 
the jiilaal (October-March) dry season.  

 

Government & partners prepare for flood response   
In late October, the overflow of Wabishabelle River in Somali region affected communities 
along the river bank in East Imy, Kelafo and Mustahil woredas. The Somali Regional 
Government has yet to officially release the level of food and non-food needs, response 
capacities and gaps.  Meanwhile, the National Flood Task Force, led by the Government’s 
Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS), is finalizing the National 
Flood Contingency plan in order to mitigate the adverse impact of flooding in flood risk 
areas along the Wabishabelle, Genale/Dawa and Omo river basins. The contingency plan 
is expected to be officially released early this week. For more information, contact ocha-
eth@un.org   
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Ethiopia is responding to an El Niño-caused drought emergency: The impact of the failed 

spring belg (mid-February-May) rains was compounded by the arrival of the El Niño weather 

conditions that weakened summer kiremt (June-September) rains, whose harvest feeds 80 to 85 

per cent of the country. This greatly expanded food insecurity, malnutrition and devastated 

livelihoods across six affected regions of the country. The level of acute need across virtually all 

humanitarian sectors has already exceeded levels seen in the Horn of Africa drought of 2011 and 

is projected to be far more severe throughout an 8-month period in 2016.  


