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 Recent meteorological data shows a stronger likelihood for a weak belg/gu/ganna rains 

The recent seasonal weather assessment for Ethiopia by the UK Met Office revealed a strong 
likelihood for a below average belg/gu/ganna (mid-February – May) rains in receiving areas, 
including in the current drought belt in southern and eastern Ethiopia. This further confirms the 
Ethiopia National Meteorological Agency forecast released last month. According to the Met Office, 
large-scale global drivers of seasonal weather, which are known to influence rainfall patterns across 
“The Greater Horn of Africa” at this time of year, are weak. Conditions have been drier-than-
average in the southeast over the past month.  
 
The expected below average rainfall, which is the 
main rainy season for the drought-affected 
pastoralist and agro-pastoralist communities this 
year, will negatively impact agricultural land 
preparation and planting, as well as water and 
pasture availability; with a spiral effect on food 
and nutritional security. The Government and 
partners are concerned by the probability for an 
increase in humanitarian requirements in the 
coming months, as a result.   
 

Frost damages perennial crops in eight zones of 
Oromia region  

According to recent reports from Oromia region, 
frost has damaged varieties of perennial crops 
planted on 117,618.98 hectares of land in 71 
woredas in Arsi, Bale, Guji, East and West 
Hararge, North Shewa, West Guji and West Arsi 
zones. At least 163,286 households reported 
between 30 to 100 per cent crop losses. These 
households may soon fall into the humanitarian 
caseload and require close follow-up.   
 
Ethiopia continues to receive Somali refugees; malnutrition continues to be a challenge 
So far in 2017, some 4,106 new Somali refugee arrivals were registered in Ethiopia (70 people 
arriving per day, on average). The refugees were relocated to Bokolmanyo, Buramino, Hilaweyn, 
Kobe and Melkadida refugee camps by the Government’s Administration of Refugees and 
Returnees Affair (ARRA) and UNHCR. Of the total registered new arrivals, 88 per cent are women 
and children, including 71 per cent children. The majority of the new arrivals are from Bay region 
(Somalia), who reportedly fled conflict, exacerbated by food insecurity. The Government and 
partners continue to address the high rates of malnutrition amongst the new refugees and in the 
camps. At present, Ethiopia hosts nearly 800,000 refugees from neighboring countries, including 
245,500 from Somalia.   
 
For further information contact: ocha-eth@un.org 

Back-to-back seasons of poor or non-existent rainfall in 2015, exacerbated by the 
strongest El Niño phenomenon on record in the same year, led to the worst drought in 
decades in Ethiopia in 2016. While the country continues to respond to residual needs 
from the past drought, below average rains in the southern and eastern parts of the 
country caused by the negative Indian Ocean Dipole have left 5.6 million people in need of 
humanitarian assistance in 2017. Some US$948 million is urgently required to respond to 
the new humanitarian needs. 

Below normal precipitation 
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