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Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs, Email: ocha-eth@un.org 

Key Issues 
 

 On 2 October, the EHCT 
briefed ambassadors on 
the state of the 
humanitarian situation in 
Ethiopia. The 
ambassadors were urged 
to increase their 
humanitarian envelope.  
 

 Early action is more cost 
effective, and early 
response usually requires 
acting on any perceived or 
existing uncertainty. 
 

 For the next six months, at 
least US$411 million is 
required to address urgent 
food and non-food needs 
for the remainder of 2015 
($174 million) and 2016 
first quarter needs ($237 
million). 

 

Donors	are	urgently	requested	to:	
	

•	Provide	additional	funding	to					
				address	current	(2015)	needs	

 Bring	forward	2016	funds	now	
	

•	Review	options	to	re‐programme			
			existing	development	funding	for					
				priority	humanitarian	response	
	

•	Seek	additional	resources	
	

•	Support	country‐level	pooled	funds			
(OCHA’s	Humanitarian	Response	Fund	
(HRF)	and	the	emergency	funds	
managed	by	USAID	and	ECHO)	

 

Government leads national disaster response 
The Government of Ethiopia continues to lead and direct responses to El Niño, directing 
their own and UN and NGO emergency assistance while preparing ministry led inter-
agency “action plans” to prioritize responses and due to extreme funding shortfalls, 
perform triage. The Government is also supporting efforts to re-programme development 
funding to bolster emergency response. More is needed. The rapidly changing scale of 
the humanitarian crisis is outpacing response capacity. The number of relief food 
beneficiary increased twice since the release of the 2015 Humanitarian Requirements 
Document in early March. Following last week’s rapid assessment, the National DRM 
Council approved an additional 3 million persons to be added to the October food aid 
plans; this 66 per cent increase is expected to increase yet again following the meher 
needs assessment brought forward to October.   

 
Planning and prioritization  
El Niño impacts school attendance 
The Ministry of Education conducted a rapid assessment with partners in areas affected 
by the summer/kiremt (June-September) rains. The assessment revealed that more than 
3 million school-age children in 198 woredas are already affected, which is a dramatic 
increase from the 201,6821 children (111,912 boys and 89,770 girls) expected to require 
emergency education support during the remainder of 2015. Families are unable to meet 
basic food needs let alone send their children to school. Multi-sector interventions are 
urgently needed, as the number of school drop-outs is expected to further increase in the 
coming months. For more information, contact mshumetie@unicef.org   
 

HCT calls for more support to mitigate worst impact of El Niño 
Spending now to minimize or even avert the worst effects of El Niño will have a high 
return in terms of reduced human suffering, safeguard development gains and ultimately 
save money. With all indications that the downward trend will continue well into 2016, the 
Ethiopia Humanitarian Country Team is calling for donors to allocate additional funds now 
to address needs for the remainder of 2015 and call forward planned funds for the first 
quarter of 2016. For the next six months, at least US$450 million is required to address 
urgent food and non-food needs.  For more information, contact ocha-eth@un.org   
 
Sub-national coordination strengthened for effective response 
UNOCHA committed to support the commendable effort by the Government’s Disaster 
Risk Management and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS) to bolster the regional Disaster 
Risk Management Technical Working Groups (DRMTWG) and enhance sub-national 
coordination during this time of crisis. In addition to the federal DRMTWG, which OCHA 
co-chairs, the coordination forum was rolled out in seven regions. OCHA will engage with 
international humanitarian partners – through the Ethiopia Humanitarian Country Team – 
to promote high-level involvement in the forums. For more information, contact ocha-
eth@un.org   

                                                     
 
1 August Humanitarian Requirements Document mid-year review             

An evolving slow-onset natural disaster: The impact of the failed spring belg rains was

compounded by the arrival of the El Niño weather conditions that weakened summer kirempt

rains that feed 80 to 85 per cent of the country. This greatly expanded food insecurity,

malnutrition and devastated livelihoods across six affected regions of the country. The level of

acute need across virtually all humanitarian sectors has already exceeded levels seen in the

Horn of Africa drought of 2011 and is projected to be far more severe throughout an 8-month

period in 2016.  


