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Key Issues 

 

 World Food Programme 
(WFP) highlights heavy 
rains that continue to 
cause significant dispatch 
and distribution delays for 
the emergency response.  

 

 The Enhancing Learning 
and Research for 
Humanitarian Assistance 
(ELRHA) network’s 
Humanitarian Innovation 
Fund avails funding for 
handwashing proposals in 
emergencies. 

 

 USAID provides over 
US$4 million to the 
Ministry of Education 
(MoE) for emergency 
education response. 
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Source: NDRMC, IOM. The boundaries and name shown and the designations used on this 
map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.  

 
World Food Programme (WFP) highlights heavy rains that continue to cause significant dispatch 
and distribution delays for the emergency response  

Flood-affected areas in Somali region  

In response to a request for assistance from the 
Somali regional government, WFP is providing 
food assistance to some 85,000 flood-affected 
people in the region. WFP has provided ad-hoc 
food assistance to more than 20,000 flood-affected 
people in Fafan and Korahe zones of Somali 
region since April, and will support an additional 
65,000 people displaced by floods in Shebelle 
zone. With the recent ECHO contribution of €85 
million, WFP will fill as many commodity gaps as 
possible in the joint Government-WFP pipeline in 
the next four months. However, shortfalls are still 
expected, as the needs remain high and grow. 
WFP is also deploying regional coordinators to 
augment the provision and scale-up of the targeted 
supplementary feeding programme nationwide.  
 
Meanwhile highlights from WFP’s April market 
performance report show that retail nominal prices of staple cereals has increased in monitored markets 
ranging from 7 per cent to 27 per cent in April compared to March in drought-affected areas. Month on 
month, pulse prices either declined slightly in April or increased only marginally compared to March, but 
wholesale nominal prices remained stable, declining or increasing very slightly. Year on year inflation 
shows that the cost of several components of the food group have increased compared to the same time 
last year. The regions that experienced a high rise in the cost of living are Addis Ababa, Harari, Oromia 
and SNNP. As more and more households depend on market purchases earlier than usual as they 
exhaust their own stock, an increase in cereal prices is expected at this time. The increase in staple cereal 
prices will diminish the purchasing power of poor households if their income does not increase by a similar 
level or more. 

 
The ELRHA Humanitarian Innovation Fund (HIF) avails funding for handwashing proposals in 
emergencies 

The HIF, a landmark grant-making fund to support organizations working in countries and regions facing 
humanitarian challenges, has put out a call for proposals related to handwashing in emergencies. The 
fund is released to challenge three major themes namely: develop alternatives to soap; design better 
handwashing facilities; and, design handwashing promotion strategies that lead to changes in behavior. 
Winning proposals could receive funding up to £200,000 per team. In light of the hotspot classification 
exercise prior to the HRD revision, the WASH Cluster is currently reviewing priority woredas for WASH 
programming and beneficiaries. A total of 166 woredas from Afar (19), Amhara (46), Dire Dawa (1), 

Oromia (42), SNNPR (19), Somali (26), and Tigray (14) have benefited to date through WASH 
interventions. This comes at a time of extensive flooding that has displaced nearly 190,000 people 
countrywide.  

 
USAID provides over $4 million to Ministry of Education (MoE) for emergency education response  

Many primary schools have not been able to deliver the full 2015/16 academic curriculum due to school 
closures and teacher and/or student absenteeism, as a result of the drought, sporadic conflict, and recent 
flooding. In order to respond to the urgent learning needs of these children, USAID has provided more 
than $4 million directly to the MoE. The MoE will contribute $423,000 to this joint initiative, which will be 
delivered in the nine regions of Afar, Amhara, Dire Dawa, Gambella, Harari, Oromia, Somali, SNNPR and 
Tigray. The interventions will include more than 389,000 'catch-up' classes for students who have missed 
out on teaching alongside the provision of much needed learning materials to 2.75 million children. This 
contribution is critical to ensuring children’s successful progression to the next academic year. 

 
For further information please contact: ocha-eth@un.org 

Ethiopia is responding to an El Niño-caused drought emergency: The El Niño global 
climatic event wreaked havoc on Ethiopia’s 2015 spring and summer rains driving food 
insecurity, malnutrition and water shortages in affected areas of the country. A well-
coordinated response is underway, although the scale of the emergency exceeds resources 
available. Given the lead times necessary for the procurement of relief items, the Government 
and its international partners urge immediate and sustained support for this slow onset natural 
disaster.      
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