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Some 60 Kebeles Need Immediate Water Trucking in Somali Region 
 

Poor Dyer rains receiving zones in Somali region are facing critical water shortage due to poor 
performance of rains. WaSH Cluster reports indicate that Some 60 kebeles in 28 woredas need 
urgent water trucking in the region. There is need to ensure community water supplies are 
maintained through rehabilitation and strengthening of the operation and maintenance 
mechanism at the grass root level. As the dry season progresses, water trucking is still ongoing 
in the regions, of Afar, Somali, Oromia, SNNP and Tigray. There are concerning indications that 
below normal deyr/hagayya rains (October–December) caused by the La Nina phenomenon in 
the Pacific Ocean, and more significantly the current negative Indian Ocean Dipole may affect 
water availability, livestock body conditions in parts of southern and eastern Ethiopia 
 
The Food Response in Level 1 woredas Sped up Significantly for the First time in Four Months 
 

For the first time since the relief 
food dispatch prioritization 
exercise was introduced in 
August the number of Level 1 
woredas (woredas that were 
underserved for the past 3 
rounds) has reduced according 
to World Food Programme’s 
(WFP) woreda food dispatch 
prioritization in November 2016. 
The number of woredas 
remaining Level 1 since August 
has reduced from 22 to 10 since 
October. This reduction reflects 
an effective response of the main 
relief operators (NDRMC, JEOP 
and WFP) to the results of the 
exercise. To further reduce the 
number of Level 1 woredas 
further, all operators must fully 
complete Round Seven and give them dispatch priority in Round Eight in November. 
  
The objective of the prioritization exercise is to identify woredas to be prioritized for the next 
month of food dispatches. The ranking of woredas are based on a set of operational (Relief 
dispatch level, Round 7 and 8, TSF dispatch level September and caseload per woreda) and 
vulnerability (The woreda Hotspot Classification, MAM prevalence and number of SAM 
admissions) indicators. 
 
Nat’l Meteorological Agency Advises Farmers for Timely Collection of the 2016 Meher Harvest 
 

The National Meteorological Agency (NMA) has advised farmers to collect crops as soon as 
possible in order to reduce vulnerability caused by the unseasonal chilly weather that will 
continue across the country during mornings and evening hours. The chilly weather may also 
have negative impact on fruits and flower particularly in some parts of the highlands, but no 
unseasonal rainfall is expected in the kiremt rain beneficiaries this harvest season. However, 
agency indicated that parts of Somali, Borena and Bale lowlands that normally receive rain 
during this time of the year will get below average rainfall.  

Drought exacerbated by El Niño, combined with extensive flooding, disease outbreaks 
and the disruption of basic public services, continue to have a negative impact on the 
lives and livelihoods of 9.7 million Ethiopians. Urgent funding gaps for the response 
remain across multiple sectors to the end of 2016, notably for response to Acute Watery 
Diarrhoea (AWD), for interventions in animal health and food assistance. Major funding 
requirements are already anticipated for early 2017, as there are concerning indications 
that the La Niña phenomenon in the Pacific Ocean, and more significantly the current 
negative Indian Ocean Dipole, may affect water availability, livestock body condition 
and Meher harvest performance in parts of southern and eastern Ethiopia. 

Drought exacerbated by El Niño, combined with extensive flooding, disease outbreaks and 
the disruption of basic public services, continue to have a negative impact on the lives and 
livelihoods of 9.7 million Ethiopians. Urgent funding gaps for the response remain across 
multiple sectors to the end of 2016, notably for response to Acute Watery Diarrhoea 
(AWD), for interventions in animal health and food assistance. Major funding requirements 
are already anticipated for early 2017, as there are concerning indications that the La Nina 
phenomenon in the Pacific Ocean, and more significantly of the current negative Indian 
Ocean Dipole may affect water availability, livestock health and Meher harvest 
performance in parts of southern and eastern Ethiopia. 
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