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Acute malnutrition spikes in Somali region  
In Somali region, new admissions of severely malnourished children under-5 (SAM) to therapeutic 
feeding program sites has increased from 3,817 children in December 2016 to 5,996 in January 
2017, registering a 56 per cent increase (75 per cent reporting rate). Afder (65 per cent increase), 
Doolo (300 per cent increase) and Jarar (600 per cent increase) zones exhibited the highest 
increase in admission, indicative of the deteriorating food security situation in these areas.  
 
Meanwhile, 102,302 moderately malnourished people (52,203 children 6 -59 months and 50,099 
pregnant and lactating women) have received specialized nutritious foods in Somali region in the 
month of February. The woreda coverage of NGO support to government emergency nutrition 
services is also low due to a lack of funding. 
 
Government and partners concerned by the deteriorating humanitarian situation amidst 
funding gap  
Commissioner Mitiku Kassa of the 
National Disaster Risk Management 
Commission (NDRMC) and the UN 
Humanitarian Coordinator have released 
a joint letter laying out concerns over the 
deteriorating humanitarian context in the 
country amidst significant funding gap. Of 
great concern is the forecast poor spring 
rain, which is the major rainy season for 
the pastoralist and agro-pastoralists in 
the current drought belt. The onset of the 
rains is already delayed by three weeks 
in a number of regions necessitating a 
prolongation of the response, including 
expensive water trucking and provision of 
animal feed. A significant increase in 
humanitarian requirements is expected 
should the spring rains underperform as 
predicted. A light humanitarian response 
monitoring/‘call around’ exercise – jointly 
led by NDRMC and UNOCHA – started on 17 March to gage the current response effectiveness 
and determine the likely scope of the deteriorating humanitarian context.  
 
Meanwhile, the Government and humanitarian partners are delivering a well-coordinated multi-
sector response in affected areas. However, the dearth of funding makes it impossible to cover 
current needs, let alone preposition for a further deterioration to come.  
 
Ministry of Education calls for additional fund to meet Emergency School Feeding needs 
The Government has allocated about US$9 million for Emergency School Feeding Program to curb 
drought-induced school dropouts in drought-hit areas. From over two million children who require 
school feeding support this year, close to 1.2 million are being assisted by the Government and an 
additional half a million by partners, leaving a gap of nearly half a million children. The Ministry of 
Education has called on additional international support to meet all identified needs. Without timely 
intervention to cover the gap, there is an increased risk of school closure and dropout. The 2017 
Humanitarian Requirements Document (HRD) seeks an estimated $30.5 million to support 
emergency school feeding program.  
For further information contact: ocha-eth@un.org 

Back-to-back seasons of poor or non-existent rainfall in 2015, exacerbated by the 
strongest El Niño phenomenon on record in the same year, led to the worst drought in 
decades in Ethiopia in 2016. While the country continues to respond to residual needs 
from the past drought, below average rains in the southern and eastern parts of the 
country caused by the negative Indian Ocean Dipole have left 5.6 million people in need of 
humanitarian assistance in 2017. Some US$948 million is urgently required to respond to 
the new humanitarian needs. 
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