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Key Issues 
 
 Admission rates of 

severely malnourished 
children (SAM) into 
therapeutic feeding 
program sites decreased 
since its peak in August 
2015 as a result of the 
partial green harvest and 
on-going Government 
and partners’ nutrition 
interventions.  

 
 The timely funding of the 

food sector is critical to 
prevent pipeline breaks, 
and the impact on 
malnutrition levels.    

 
 The Oromia and Somali 

Regional Bureaus with 
support from partners, 
continue responses to the 
acute watery diarrhea 
outbreak (AWD) in 
Moyale woreda, Borena 
zone (Oromia) and 
Moyale woreda of Liben 
zone (Somali).    

 
 
  

 
 

 
 

Evidence-based Planning 
The Somali Regional Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Bureau reported a 
drought emergency in Fafan zone. In response, a multi-agency rapid assessment 
deployed to most affected Awbare, Babile, Gursum, Harshin, Jijiga and Kabribayah 
woredas from 29 December 2015 to 5 January 2016, in order to gauge the 
humanitarian situation.  
 
The assessment team concluded that 110,330 people living across the six assessed 
woredas require emergency WaSH support. These people are currently using water 
from unprotected water sources, including ponds and birkas, exposing them water 
borne diseases, including acute watery diarrhoea (AWD).   
 
AWD outbreak response update – Moyale, Oromia and Somali regions 
The Oromia and Somali Regional Bureaus, with support from partners, continue 
responses to an acute watery diarrhea outbreak (AWD) in Moyale woreda of Borena 
zone (Oromia) and Moyale woreda of Liben zone (Somali).  To date, 767 hand-dug 
wells and 1,715,000 litres of water from various rain-water harvesting ponds were 
disinfected. Hygiene and sanitation campaigns reached some 100,000 people in 
around the affected areas. 
 
Joint teams from Oromia and Somali, including technical staff, political leaders and the 
police, are carrying out sanitary inspections of hotels, clinics, bars, restaurants and 
coffee houses.  
 
MAM and SAM responses - update 

  Between January and November 2015, WFP distributed 18,617MT of specialized food 
and vegetable oil (16,349 Mt of CSB+ and 2,269 MT vegetable oil) to some 893,846 
moderately malnourished children under-5 (485,472 children) and pregnant and 
breastfeeding mothers (408,374 women in ) in Afar, Amhara, Gambella, Oromia, SNNP, 
Somali and Tigray regions.  

 
Meanwhile, the number of severely malnourished children (SAM) being admitted to 
therapeutic feeding program sites has decreased since its peak in August 2015 as a 
result of the partial green harvest and on-going Government and partners’ nutrition 
interventions. Some 30,000 severely malnourished children were treated between 
January and November 2015, and 27,050 children cured (91.5 per cent cure rate). The 
timely funding of the food sector is critical to prevent pipeline breaks, and the impact on 
malnutrition levels. For more information, contact: ocha-eth@un.org 
 
 
 
 

Ethiopia is responding to an El Niño-caused drought emergency: The El Niño global 
climactic event has wreaked havoc on Ethiopia’s summer rains.  This comes on the heels of 
failed spring rains, and has driven food insecurity, malnutrition and water shortages in
affected areas of the country.  A well-coordinated response is already underway and 
expanding rapidly, although the scale of the developing emergency exceeds resources 
available to date. Given the lead times necessary for the procurement of relief items, the
Government and its international partners have called for early action to this slow onset
natural disaster.     


