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New Commodity Management Unit to improve coordination between PSNP and relief food 
 
 

A Memorandum of Understanding has been agreed between the National Disaster Risk 
Management Commission (NDRMC) and Ministry of Agriculture to establish a new Commodity 
Management Unit under the Logistics and Supply Directorate of NDRMC, to ensure common food 
management between the Productive Safety Net Programme (PSNP) and relief food (delivered as 
part of the HRD). Amongst other benefits, this arrangement is intended to ensure that deliveries of 
relief and PSNP food to affected communities are undertaken simultaneously. The management of 
PSNP cash transfers will continue to be handled as before. 
 
 

Lowland areas of Afar, Oromia, Somali and SNNP regions facing serious water shortage  
 
 

Water scarcity is 
rapidly growing in 
the lowland areas 
of Afar, Oromia, 
part of SNNP and 
Somali regions. 
Approximately 3.9 
million people need 
immediate water 
supply in 171 
woredas of the 
aforementioned 
regions. Some 208 
trucks are operating 
as of January 2017, 
but a big gap 
remains as 522 
water trucks are 
required to satisfy 
the current needs, 
major gap is in Somali region. The Government of Ethiopia has requested WaSH partners to scale-
up emergency water supply intervention in the regions. The Ethiopian Humanitarian Fund 
(EHF) allocated US$17 million to the new humanitarian needs in the south and 
southeastern region following the inter-cluster prioritization exercise that identified highest 
needs in nutrition, WaSH, agriculture and health sectors. 
 
 
Frost affecting harvest as Ethiopia is experiencing unprecedented cold season 

 
Recent forecast by the National Meteorological Agency indicates that the night time and early 
morning coldness increased over northern, central, southern and eastern high grounds of the 
nation. Moreover, daily minimum temperature below 5 degree Celcius was recorded over some 
places of the aforementioned areas and also below 0 degree Celcius over few places of the country 
including -7.4 at Debreberhan and -6.0 Haramaya stations. As the night and early morning coldness 
is predicted to continue, deficit in agriculture production is expected this year in areas hit by the 
current frost.The freezing fogs is even affecting Khat, known to be very resistant to the cold.  

 
For further information contact: ocha-eth@un.org 

 

Back-to-back seasons of poor or non-existent rainfall in 2015, exacerbated by the 
strongest El Niño phenomenon on record in the same year, led to the worst drought in 
decades in Ethiopia in 2016. While the country continues to respond to residual needs 
from the past drought, below average rains in the southern and eastern parts of the 
country caused by the negative Indian Ocean Dipole have has left 5.7 million people in 
need of humanitarian assistance in 2017. Some US$948 million is urgently required to 
respond to the new humanitarian needs. 
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