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Key Issues 

 “The international 
community is distracted 
by other world events 
while over ten million 
Ethiopians suffer the 
worst drought in 50 
years,”  - UN Special 
Envoy for El Niño and 
Climate Change, Mrs. 
Mary Robinson visits 
Ethiopia 

 

 Lack of resource and 
response integration 
affecting minimum 
SWaSH packages 

 
 

  

 

 

 

UN Special Envoy met the Government and the humanitarian and donor community  
On 5 July, UN Special Envoy for El Niño and Climate Change, Mrs. Mary Robinson, met the 
humanitarian community in Ethiopia who briefed her on the devastating impacts of the El Niño 
weather pattern and climate change on the country. Mrs. Robinson noted the importance of 
addressing climate change through a holistic and coherent approach to humanitarian and 
development response, especially in preparation for future events. She briefly explained that 
the role of the two Special Envoys was to help make the situations in affected countries more 
visible, highlight funding gaps, and encourage better preparatory planning.  
 
In her first visit to Africa since being 
appointed as Special Envoy by the UN 
Secretary General, Mrs. Robinson also 
met with the Ethiopian Foreign Minister, 
Mr. Tedros Adhanom, and the 
Commissioner of the National Risk 
Disaster Management Commission, Mr. 
Mitiku Kassa. While the Foreign Minister 
emphasized the negative effects of 
climate change on Ethiopia, Mr. Mitiku 
called for a continued support from the 
humanitarian and donor community. Mrs. 
Robinson encouraged the Government 
and stakeholders to complete lessons 
learned exercises with a view towards building on successes and closing gaps ahead of the 
next climactic shock, especially ahead of the expected La Niña scheduled to impact Ethiopia in 
the autumn of this year. She noted that the Government’s own investment and leadership in the 
early stages of the response played a key role in early action by the international community. 

 
On 6 July, Mrs. Robinson also travelled to Tigray region to visit nutrition clinics, seed 
distribution centres and development projects supported by Irish NGOs Concern Worldwide, 
Goal and Trocaire. She will use the experience in her role as UN Special Envoy for Climate 
Change and El Niño to urge the international community to do more to combat the deepening 
crisis. Read more on Mary Robinson’s visit: http://bit.ly/29uqbtJ and http://bit.ly/29z5Ntg 

 
Lack of resource and response integration affecting minimum WaSH packages 
As of 28 June, school water, sanitation and hygiene (SWaSH) status at the national level 
indicates that out of the 35,000 primary schools targeted, only 14,245 (40 per cent) have 
access to water, while 20,755 schools (59 per cent ) have no access. Although 12,250 schools 
(35 per cent) have improved latrines, 22,750 schools (65 per cent) predominately use locally 
constructed materials, which are not child friendly. In emergency areas, SWaSH status 
indicates that 1,992 schools have access to water, but 4,650 schools have none. Nearly 2,150 
schools have no improved latrine coverage in drought-affected areas. 
 
The Federal Ministry of Education (FMoE) and its partners provided a school feeding 
programme and access to water through water trucking to 2.8 million students in 6,643 schools 
in emergency areas. However, resource gaps coupled with the lack of integration between 
school WaSH and community WaSH emergency responses, as well as between the WASH 
Cluster and FMoE, are affecting the provision of the required SWaSH minimum package.  

 
For further information please contact: ocha-eth@un.org 

Ethiopia is responding to an El Niño-caused drought emergency: The El Niño global 
climatic event wreaked havoc on Ethiopia’s 2015 spring and summer rains driving food 
insecurity, malnutrition and water shortages in affected areas of the country. A well-
coordinated response is underway, although the scale of the emergency exceeds resources 
available. Given the lead times necessary for the procurement of relief items, the Government 
and its international partners urge immediate and sustained support for this slow onset natural 
disaster.      
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