
HAIYAN
ONE YEAR ON

On November 8th 2013, 
Typhoon Haiyan, the stron-
gest storm ever to make land-
fall, swept through 9 regions 
of the Philippines, including 
Tacloban city (200,000 inha-
bitants), Leyte. 11.3 million 
people were affected by the 
typhoon, leaving a trail of des-
truction across the country. 

ACTED’s response was ra-
pid; being reactive on the 
ground 2 days post-typhoon 
with 3 bases in Northern
Leyte, Eastern Samar, and 
Davao. ACTED was one of the 
first NGOs in Guiuan, meeting 
the immediate basic needs of 
those affected by the disaster.

ACTED teams have been ful-
ly mobilised from the outset 
to support those households 
most affected by the disaster, 
and continue to support the di-
saster response one year on, 
with a focus on community led 
recovery and development.
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Water
30,000 people have 

improved access to safe 
water.

Healthy
schools4,633 children have access 

to safe water, sanitation 
and hygiene facilities in 

their learning environment, 
and participated in hygiene 

promotion sessions. 

Information
42,286 persons participated 

in information sessions 
to prevent water-related 

diseases and hygiene 
promotion activities.

Sanitation
30,000 persons have 

improved access to adequate 
sanitation services and 

facilities.

Empowered 
communitiesBuilding local government’s 

capacity to set up water 
hygiene and sanitation 

committees, and improve 
their resilience to disaster.

ACTED RESPONSE 
TO WATER 

HYGIENE AND 
SANITATION 

NEEDS

Following the emergency 
response, ACTED is focusing on 
community led recovery and 
development, responding to two 
major needs:

Water hygiene and 
sanitation access 

Housing reconstruction 

November 9th 2013
Evaluation of the needs 
and emergency response 
begins.

November 8
th
 2013

Typhoon Haiyan hits 
the Philippines.

January 2014
ACTED responded to the 
water, food or shelter needs of 
380,000 people.

Typhoon Bopha 
response

Typhoon Haiyan 
response

Typhoon Haiyan 
path

ACTED bases

ACTED areas of intervention 
in the Philippines

ACTED Coordina-
tion Office
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Typhoon Haiyan damaged or destroyed nearly 1.1 
million houses in the Philippines and displaced ap-
proximately 4.1 million people.  Nearly a year after, 
thousands of families continue to struggle to repair 
or rebuild their homes.
ACTED and ShelterBox are supporting 300 families to 
rebuild their homes, providing housing material, trai-
ning local carpenters and mobilizing communities to 
build houses using ‘build back safer’ techniques.

Build on strong foundation, tie-
down from bottom up, choose a 
safe location… these are exa-
mples of the ‘Build Back Safer’ 
technique, an improved shelter 
design for better disaster risk ma-
nagement incorporating indige-
nous knowledge. The houses are 
made mainly of coco lumber as it 
is locally sourced: using local ma-
terials supports the rehabilitation 
of markets and the recovery of 
local economies while using the 
trees destroyed by the typhoon.
The 300 households that are 
building a new home are not 
the only families to benefit. Car-
penters are trained by ACTED 
and the Technical Education 
and Skills Development Autho-

rity on how to construct and 
build back safer. Training local 
carpenters enhances local skills 
and knowledge of ‘building back 
safer’, and stimulate local econo-
mic recovery.
Also, to increase community 
resilience to future disasters, 
community workshops are held 
to inform people of and how 
to build back safer, including 
workshops on risk mapping, 
usage of shelter space, technical 
design… Shelter design and 
choice of materials were 
made with active community 
engagement in all stages of 
planning and decision making, 
empowering communities.

MARIA’S STORY
Maria is 90 years old and lives 
alone. Her home was comple-
tely destroyed by the typhoon 
and she did not have the capa-
city or means to reconstruct her 
home.
Maria’s house is now being 
constructed by ACTED trained 
carpenters. On the 6th day of 
construction the progress made 
was a stark contrast to Maria’s 
makeshift house. Maria was in-
volved in discussions about the 
design of shelter she wanted 
and attended workshops to un-
derstand the importance of buil-
ding her home back safer than 
before. Two simple techniques 

that Maria learnt about and that 
will make her home more resi-
lient to disaster are strengthe-
ning her shelter against winds 
with braces at the sides and 
using strong joints.

BUILD BACK SAFER

SO FAR
71 households received shelter materials

841 people attended the various workshops

30 carpenters were trained

May 2014
9,553 households 
benefitted from cash for 
assets activities.

November 2014
ACTED is now focusing 
on community 
led recovery and 
development.

In 2015 ACTED will pursue 
activities: 95,000 families still 
need support.
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After the emergency 
phase, ACTED provi-
ded Cash for Assets 
to support livelihoods, 
to remove debris from 
agricultural land and to 
rehabilitate assets.

Now, ACTED supports 
sustainable livelihoods 
by building the capacity 
of farmers, supporting 
farmers’ organizations 
and facilitating linkages 
with markets.

Almost one year after Typhoon 
Haiyan made landfall in the 
Philippines on 8 November 
2013, significant achieve-
ments have been made by 
the humanitarian response.
However, an estimated 25,000 
individuals among those affec-
ted by the typhoon are still living 
in transitional sites, evacuation 
centers and tent settlements as 
well as an estimated 95,000 fa-
milies living in ‘unsafe’ or ‘inade-
quate’ emergency or makeshift 
shelter; some of whom are living 

in areas classified as “unsafe”. 
These families are particular-
ly vulnerable and in need of 
durable solutions which ade-
quately reflect their protection, 
livelihoods, shelter and water, 
sanitation and hygiene needs.
 
The Government-led response 
has moved from the emergency 
to the recovery and rehabilitation 
phase. NGOs like ACTED conti-
nue to support government-led 
recovery efforts at all levels. 

Contact details  
Adrien TOMARCHIO
Director of Communication
(+33) 1 42 65 61 40
adrien.tomarchio@acted.org

ACTED Philippines
Emily BEADLE
Country Representative
emily.beadle@acted.org

LOOKING FORWARD

ACTED TRIPLE RESPONSE
FOR 2015
ACTED will continue to support 
families affected by Typhoon 
Haiyan, addressing longer term 
needs in Northern Leyte and 
Eastern Samar, assisting commu-
nities to regain the self-reliance 
and dignity they had pre-disaster. 
ACTED’s work adopts a resilience 
approach using the disaster risk 
management cycle to guide its 
programming and provide the cru-
cial link between emergency res-
ponse, early recovery and longer 
term development. ACTED aims 
to build the resilience of commu-
nities to support a sustainable re-

duction in vulnerability to disaster 
impact. ACTED in 2014 and 2015 
is focusing on supporting shelter 
reconstruction that incorporates 
‘build back safer’ techniques to 
increase communities resilience 
to future disasters; improving 
community water, sanitation and 
hygiene access working clo-
sely with both local government 
and community; and supporting 
the restoration of livelihoods by 
training farmers and facilita-
ting linkages to markets to boost 
farmer households incomes.

SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOODS

Since 1993, the French Non-Governmental Organization ACTED 
acts for immediate change in the lives of those in urgent need and co-creates 
new possibilities and sustainable change by investing in people’s potentials.

ACTED’s mission is to support vulnerable populations affected by wars, na-
tural disasters and/or economic and social crises, and to accompany them 
in building a better future. As such, the French NGO responds to emergen-
cies, builds disaster resilience, promotes inclusive and sustainable growth, 
and strengthens civil society, effective governance and social cohesion. 
The interventions of ACTED seek to cover the multiple aspects of 
humanitarian and development crises through a multidisciplina-
ry approach which is both global and local, and adapted to each 
context. Through its long term commitment, ACTED aims at establi-
shing a link between emergency, rehabilitation and development.

ACTED is now active in 4 continents and our teams intervene in 34 countries 
accross the world. www.acted.org/fr/philippines


