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Facts & figures: 

Since 2015, more 

than 1 012 000* 

refugees and 

migrants arrived in 

Greece.  

Currently 54 000* 

refugees and 

migrants stranded in 

the country.  

--------------------- 

EU countries offered 

more than 110 000 

items such as tents, 

beds and hygiene 

kits. 

--------------------- 

EU humanitarian aid 

provided through 

emergency support 

projects worth €83 

million.  

 

 

 

 

*Source: UNHCR   

 

 

 

 

 

Temporary refugees accomodation center in Eleonas                                       © European Union 

 

Key messages 

 Greece has experienced an unprecedented influx of refugees and 

migrants. Between January 2015 and March 2016, more than one million 

people transited through Greece, most of them fleeing conflict in their 

own countries. 

 

 The closure of the border between the Former Yugoslav Republic 

of Macedonia and Greece in early March 2016 had the effect that more 

than 54 000 people become stranded in Greece – often without adequate 

access to shelter, food and water. 

 

 On 3 December 2015, upon request from Greece the EU Civil 

Protection Mechanism was activated. In response, 18 different EU 

countries and Norway have offered in total more than 170 000 items 

such tents, beds, sleeping bags, blankets, hygiene kits, power 

generators and water pumps. 

 

 On 19 April 2016, the European Commission provided grants 

worth €83 million to its humanitarian aid partners, such as international 

organisations (e.g. UNHCR) and NGOs, for emergency support in Greece.  

This includes the delivery of primary health care, improved hygiene 

conditions and temporary housing for those in need. This aid programme 

is executed in partnership with Greece's authorities and local NGOs. 
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Humanitarian situation and needs 

Greece experiences an unprecedented influx of migrants and refugees fleeing war and deprivation in 

their home countries or in search of a better and safer life in the EU. Since January 2015, more than 

one million people made the journey to the EU, using what has become to be known as the "Western 

Balkans" route, crossing from Turkey into Greece in an effort to reach Central and Northern Europe.  

On 9 March 2016, the border between the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Greece was 

officially closed. This led to the interruption of the transit route through the Western Balkans and 

resulting in refugees and migrants becoming stranded in Greece, unable to continue their journey. 

The need for humanitarian assistance greatly increased on mainland Greece, as people required 

proper shelter, provision of clean drinking water, adequate primary health care and information on 

their legal status within the European Union.  

An agreement between the European Union and Turkey to end irregular migration from Turkey into 

the EU, signed on 20 March 2016, has resulted in a decrease in the number of new arrivals into 

Greece. This agreement does not cover, however, the refugees and migrants that arrived in Greece 

before the agreement entered into force. 

 

The European Union's humanitarian response 

Due to the complexity of the refugee and migration crisis, the EU has launched a set of coordinated 

policy measures. Two Commission departments in particular, the Directorate-General for Migration 

and Home Affairs (DG HOME) and the Directorate-General for Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection 

(DG ECHO), have been tasked with assisting Greece to improve the humanitarian situation of 

refugees and migrants in the country.  

 

EU emergency support managed by DG ECHO 

Under a newly established Emergency Support Instrument, DG ECHO will allocate up to €700 million 

for the period 2016-2018 to address the humanitarian needs triggered by the refugee crisis within the 

EU. In 2016, it has been estimated that €300 million will be required to meet the initial humanitarian 

needs, with a further €200 million each for use in 2017 and 2018, respectively. 

Under a first tranche of funding, DG ECHO has provided €83 million to address the humanitarian 

needs in Greece. With this funding eight projects are being implemented by international 

organisations and NGOs. The priority is to provide appropriate shelter, drinking water and 

sanitation, primary health care and protection in the various sites which are hosting refugees and 

migrants. 

 

Coordination of in-kind assistance from EU Member States 

Since the beginning of the crisis in 2015, DG ECHO has helped coordinate in-kind assistance to 

Greece through the EU Civil Protection Mechanism. Nineteen participating states have offered more 

than 170 000 items of material support to Greece to respond to the immediate needs of the crisis, 

such as tents, beds, sleeping bags, blankets, hygiene kits, power generators, water pumps, fire-

fighting equipment and other specialised equipment. 

 

Financial support managed by DG HOME 

Greek national authorities have been allocated €746 million from the EU funds for Internal Security 

(ISF), and for Asylum, Migration and Integration (AMIF). This brings Greece's share in these funds to 

close to 11%, making the country one of their main beneficiaries. This money can be used, in 

particular, for the management of migration flows, for the control of external borders as well as for 

supporting legal migration and combatting illegal migration. AMIF and ISF have been set up by the 

European Union in April 2014.  
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