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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Locust has severely affected about 30 villages in Dawlatyar district of Ghor province, out of which only 12 
communities have been assessed due to access constraints caused by the prevailing security situation in 
the area.  

As a result of locust damage on the expected harvest at the very early stage of production, 41 percent of 
households are currently food insecure and other 28 percent are moderately food insecure. Fifty two 
percent of them have poor food consumption and 27 percent are using high level of coping strategies.  

Price has significantly increased for staple food in the market and is likely to increase further during winter 
as physical access and market supply decrease negatively impacting household purchasing power.  

Household with wage labour and crop sale as the first main income source are more food insecure, 
followed by household with livestock production sale, while those with shop/trade as their first source of 
income are not food insecure currently, although a higher portion of them are borderline. Households 
with land ownership or access to land become more food insecure than landless population that is due to 
loss of production. Household food insecurity positively correlates with loss of agriculture production. 

Locust infestation had negative impacted on crop production especially the wheat crop. Almost 830 jerib 
of wheat land, 26 jerib of barely, 12 jeribs of tuber and to a lesser extent, other crops lands are damaged 
by locust in the assessed communities. Eighty five percent of households in the assessed areas have faced 
loss of 50-100 percent of production. Ninety seven percent of households reported that they will not have 
sufficient seed for the upcoming wheat cultivation season (winter wheat cultivation season: September-
October, and spring cultivation season: April-May). People were not satisfied with the efficacy of pest 
control measures they have used so far; current year and in the past.  

Reduced crop production also caused reduction in availability of fodder for livestock which is the second 
livelihood means for the people in the affected areas. About 80 percent of households own livestock. 
Household income reduced by 75-80 percent.  

In response to the current shock (locust infestation), people reported relying on a series of coping 
strategies such as taking loan, sale of livestock, migration and selling land, most of which are considered 
harmful  and will deteriorate their already unstable livelihoods in the long term.  
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BACKGROUND 
Ghor province is located in western zone of Afghanistan and is characterized by high altitude mountainous 
terrain. Due to the heavy snowfall during the winter, the roads to this province are closed. The majority 
of the land (60%) in Ghor province is rainfed land with households relying on both rainfed and irrigated 
agricultural production, and animal husbandry. 

This province is dominated by rangeland (89%) that is used by its residents and Kuchi (pastoralists) during 
summer. Cattle, small stock and poultry are the dominant livestock kept by households though poorer 
households own fewer cattle. Oxen-pulled plows are the most common form of land preparation. 

Most of the settled population engages in mixed agriculture, producing wheat, potatoes (only in the 
irrigated areas) and barley, in addition to keeping livestock. The barley is used as animal fodder while the 
wheat and potatoes are for household consumption. Relatively modest landholdings translate into low 
crop yields for the zone’s poorer population. To compensate, the poor work for the better-off in exchange 
for wheat. Wheat and rice are purchased from Hirat and Kabul complementing in-kind wheat earned and 
livestock products. 

Market access is limited during the winter months (December-March) when excessive snowfall blocks 
transportation routes to and from Kabul and Hirat. February-July are the lean season so households have 
limited food stocks during these months. Households typically do not produce much food but sell a portion 
of their wheat, barley or potato harvest immediately to cover costs or repay debts. From the villages 
people transport goods for sale by foot or donkey to local markets within the zone. Local traders then 
transport the commodities to central markets then to the main regional market at Hirat. The main markets 
for the province are Hirat and Feruzkoh. 

Dawlatyar district is located in the north-east of the province and capital of the province Chaghcheran 
(Feroz Koh), with a population of around 34,000. The district has 3,854 hectares irrigated and 13, 462 
hectares of rain-fed land and only 8 hectares of land covered under fruit trees. Rangeland account for 149, 
104 hectares.  

Ghor province has experienced several droughts or dry spells in the past decade with the most recent in 
2013, which negatively affected the food security and livelihood of the entire province. The district’s food 
insecurity trend from 2012 to 2014 show a sharp increase in the percentage of food insecure households, 
from 17% to 65 %, and also the percentage of severely food insecure (6% vs. 16%). This might be due to 
the impact of the dry spell in 2013, in addition to the other factors experienced in other part of the country 
as well.   

During the month of June 2016 when the wheat crop was in flowering/grain filling stage, the Government 
reported a locust infestation in Dawlatyar district and asked Ministry of Agriculture Irrigation and 
Livestock (MAIL) for controlling locust and at the same time the humanitarian organizations to respond to 
the need of affected population. As part of this FSAC was asked for food security intervention.   
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RATIONAL AND OBJECTIVE OF THE ASSESSMENT   
Following reports of locust infestation from Dawlatyar District the food security and agriculture cluster 
(FSAC) in the Western Region met and discussed the need for further assessments and possible 
intervention in response to any food gap. The National FSAC and Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation and 
Livestock (MAIL) pest specialists were also invited for technical inputs and overall support during the FSAC 
meeting in Herat. 

According to the initial assessment of Ghor’s Department of Agriculture, Irrigation and Livestock (DAIL), 
around 20-60 percent of the expected harvest has been damaged by locust in various communities within 
Dawlatyar District, which can be translated into a slow onset emergency where population should 
theoretically still possess 40-80% of their normal/expected crop. However, to better understand the 
extent of damage and its relevant implications on food security of the affected population, and to plan a 
well calculated and timely response more precise information was needed from the affected communities 
and households.  

During an Operational Coordination Team (OCT) meeting dated 25 July, in Firuzkoh City of Ghor Province, 
humanitarian organizations and the Government agreed to conduct an assessment in Dawlatyar District. 
DAIL presented a Provincial Disaster Management Committee (PDMC) recommendation in favor of such 
an assessment during the meeting too. FSAC-WR/WFP emphasized on obtaining household level 
information on food security in order to plan appropriate and timely response. CRS also showed interest 
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in directly participating in such a joint assessment focusing on livestock and market conditions and the 
pertinent implications by locust infestation.   Therefore, organization and the local authorities of Ghor 
Province agreed to conduct a joint assessment using adopted assessment tools at three levels; household 
level, community level and Market assessment.  

WFP VAM Unit supported the team by providing technical comments and finalizing the aforementioned 
assessment tools. The team was deployed on 22 August to Dawlatyar District and assessment was 
completed on 24 August. 

Assessment Objectives:   
1. To assess the scale of damage caused by locust infestation on the crop (expected harvest);  
2. To assess food security implications of the locust infestation at household level and to estimate 

the food gap in order to plan an appropriate and timely intervention.  
3. To better understand the condition of posture and the availability of livestock feed (fodder);  
4. To learn more on the longer term effects of the locust e.g. negative coping mechanisms used by 

households;  
5. To assess the community access to food through reliable markets;  

METHODOLOGY 
Sampling:  
Considering lack of updated village list, number of households and population at community level and 
also keep in mind that some of the affected communities may not be reachable due to security reason all 
the affected communities (30) reported were sampled along with 10 percent of households in each 
affected community, using random sampling techniques. Due to security issues, only 12 affected 
communities were reached and 95 households out of 976 were interviewed. 

Tools:  
The following tools were used/designed and administrated in this assessment. 

1. Rapid Assessment Form (RAF) questionnaire (Focus group discussion with community councils), 
totally 12 communities enumerated.  

2. Household questionnaire adjusted to measure the impact of the locust infestation at household 
level.  

3. Market questionnaire which was administrated with 3 individual retailers of food, labor and 
livestock market at district market level.  

Training and data collection:   
A one day training was given to the field staff by Afghan aid staff in the capital city of Firuz Koh in Afghan 
Aid office and then a session of role play was carried out in the training class to make sure field staff 
understand the aim, method of asking question and how to conduct the focus group discussion in the 
affected communities. 

Data collection took place from 22nd - 24th August 2016, two teams composed of WFP PAT (NPO/RRAA), 
CRS, Afghanaid, DRRD, DAIL, SMDM participated in the data collection.  
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Locust infestation survey in Shorab village, Dawlatyar district of Ghor province (August 23-2016) 

Data entry and analysis and report 
A simple Excel database was designed for all 3 survey tools by WFP VAM unit and used for data entry by 
WFP Hirat sub office. The data entry took place from 1st – 11th Sept 2016 in WFP Hirat office while data 
analysis took place on 14-15 September by WFP VAM unit using SPSS v. 21.  The report was prepared by 
WFP.  

ASSESSMENT RESULTS 
Agriculture 
Nearly 90 percent of households own land or have access to land for cultivation - 71 percent own or access 
irrigated land and 94 percent own or access rain-fed land. The average size for irrigated land is 4.3 jerib 
while the median is 2.0 jerib, while for rain-fed, the average size is 14.2 jerib with the median being 12.0 
jerib. Only 11% of household have access to garden plots with average size of 1.5 jeirb and median of 1.0 
jerib.  

Access to wheat seed in the last cultivation season was fully or partially sufficient for 85 percent of the 
households, while due to locust damage to the wheat crop, only 9 percent of households will have wheat 
seed for the upcoming season.  

The main crops affected during the locust attack were wheat (97 percent of households), tubers (21 
percent), barley (17 percent) and vegetables (14 percent).  

In terms of crop production reduction, 40 percent of households reported losses of 75 - 100 percent, while 
45 percent of households reported losses between 50-75 percent.   Lastly, 15 percent of households 
reporting losses between 25-50 percent. All households reported crop losses. Average and median size of 
the affected wheat crop was 8 and 9 jeribs respectively and the total wheat crop land affected was 830 
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jeribs in the assessed communities. 26 jerib of barely, 12 jerib of tuber and only 1 jerib of pulses and 
vegetable were damaged.    

The staple food source for the household during 
the whole year period in normal situation are 
shown in figure-1. Half of households source of 
staple food in normal situation is from own 
production, 22 percent from purchase, 15 
percent from in-kind payment and the remaining 
14 percent from borrowing. This shows that own 
production plays a significant role in household 
consumption not only through direct 
consumption, but also for in-kind payment 
against work.    

When households were asked about methods they used for controlling locusts in the past, 13 percent 
reported using chemicals, 21 percent stated manual control and 66 percent reported they used both 
(chemical and manual) methods. There was no much luck on the effectiveness of the methods they used 
as 33 percent of them stated the methods they used were not effective, while 45 percent stated slightly 
effective, 18 percent moderately effective and only 4 percent said it was effective.  

Livestock 
Livestock is the second most important livelihood mean for households in the assessed communities, 
where almost 80 percent own livestock.  

Cattle is owned by 47 percent of household and Sheep and Goats owned by 44 percent of households, 
poultry (by 36%) and to a lesser extent 
horse/mule/donkeys (by 25%).  

Average cattle, sheep & goats, poultry and 
horse/mule/donkeys ownership is 3, 17, 5 and 1, 
with median of 1, 10, 5 and 1 (Figure-2).  

Compared to last year same time cattle, sheep & 
Goat, Poultry and horse/mule/donkeys number 
reduced by 32 percent, 47%, 66% and 50 %, 
respectively. The main reason for decrease of 
livestock was selling due to lack of fodder and to make income.  

Fodder availability generally decreased and household current fodder stock is very less than the same 
time of last year. Fodder price has significantly increased compared to the same time last year and there 
is high probability of further increase due to reduced level of local fodder production. Three-quarters of 
the households reported that animal fodder production and grazing land were severely affected, followed 
by 16 percent reporting to be moderately affected, while only 3 percent were reported not affected. It 
shows that animal fodder reduction will have an impact on the number of livestock during winter time, as 
households will sell them at a lower price due to fodder shortage.   



8 | P a g e  
 

Income sources 
As shown in Figure-3 & 4, agriculture is the most important income sources of households, followed by 
non-farm labour, livestock/livestock product sales, and crop sales, both as the main source and as the top 
three sources for any household.    

Note: The translation of Agriculture labor wage is confused between actual agriculture laboring and agriculture activities which is mostly taking 
place by all land owners.  

Locust infestation has had an impact on all of the most important source of income of the affected 
households, resulting in significant reductions in 
agriculture production as well as income.  

Household level data shows the total income (mean 
13, 158 median 9, 000) of for this season compared 
to the total income of the same season for last year 
(mean 52, 105 & median 50, 000) are significantly 
reduced by 75-80% (Figure-5). Keeping in mind that 
wheat is the main staple food and that this season 
is the most important one for household income, it 
seems that these people will suffer for almost 
another year to get back to the time when they can 
earn the most income for the remaining months of 
the year.  

More than 80 percent of households reported that 
locust infestation occurs every year, while 5 percent 
reported every other year, 1 percent once in 3 
years, 6 percent stated usually some years, and 4 
percent stated this was first time they experienced. 
Nearly all households reported that this infestation 
was worse than the last locust infestation (Figure-
6).   
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FOOD SECURITY 
As already mentioned, the food security of households in this district has been negatively changed 
between 2012 and 2014. Changes in the security situation and reduced level of aid flow to the country as 
a whole might have further negative impact on food security status of the population in Dawlatyar district 
as well. The current locust shock on local production also become another layer of stress on the food 
security situation of households in this district.  

Availability of food 
Ghor province as a whole and district of Dawlatyar never been producing enough wheat to feed 
themselves except for the year 2009, when the country had a bumper harvest and year 2014 which was 
the year after the dry spell in Ghor (2013), based on MAIL’s annual Agriculture Prospect Reports (APRs).  

Information collected at district market indicated that the food supply from neighboring districts and 
provinces increased compared to the same time of last year. Currently the market has the capacity to 
respond to the existed food demand. Considering the decrease in production and bad road condition it 
can be anticipated that the food supply to the district will be decreased during winter time. Reduced 
production and shortage of food in the market during winter time may affect negatively the food security 
and nutrition situation of the population.  

Access to food 
Own production is reduced for all affected households, increased price will impact household purchasing 
power and will increase in household reliance on purchase. The decrease in production also reduced 
household’s income through in-kind payment against work and reduced demand for labor as well.  

Data collected at district market shows that the prices of the main food commodities has significantly 
increased compared to last month and the same month of the last year, likely due to the impact of the 
locust infestation. Current wheat price is 21 percent higher than last month and 29 percent higher 
compared to the same time last year.  Wheat flour prices are higher by 9 percent of 15 percent compared 
to last month and the same time of last year. Similar pattern of increase occurred in prices of main pulses, 
rice and cooking oil (Figure-7).  
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These increases will affect the purchasing power of all locust-affected households as their need for 
purchase will increase due to reduced level of production and income.  

Physical access during winter time will be deteriorated due to bad road condition and supply from Hirat 
city to the main market of Firuz Koh and from Firuz Koh to other districts. 

The wage for unskilled labour is not changed compared to last month, but the wage of skilled labour 
decreased by 12 percent. Availability of work reduced for both skilled and unskilled labour.  

Livestock prices contradictory to the existed situation of decreased fodder availability and reduced 
capacity to keep livestock, has increased compared to last month and the same time of the last year, 
significantly. This might be due to increased sale of livestock due to reduced level of fodder in the onset 
of locust infestation and consequently caused shortage of livestock supply to the market. 

Household level data on locust damage to 
crop translated to money by household 
themselves indicated decrease in the income 
of the households. On average 16 percent of 
enumerated households lost over AFN 60,000, 
37 percent lost AFN 40,001 -60,000, 28 
percent AFN 20,001-40,000 and 19 percent 
lost income AFN 0-20,000. The average 
income loss per household was AFN 45,895 
with median of AFN 50,000.   

In the Afghanistan context this is considered 
as a huge loss of income that can negatively impact food security and livelihood of people.  

Households were asked about the coping mechanisms they used in the past to access food when they had 
faced loss of crop due to locust. The main coping mechanisms used were said was selling livestock, taking 
loan and laboring. None of these coping mechanisms are sustainable and can cause longer term negative 
impact on households. Households were also asked about whether aforementioned coping mechanisms 
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were successful; 49 percent of them stated that they were not successful, 48 percent responded that 
there were successful, and only 3 percent reported that they were very successful.   

The main coping strategies reported with the 
current shock will be taking loan, sell animals, 
followed by migration, wage labour, exchange 
goods, sell land and trees (Figure-9). The majority of 
these copings are harming.   
 
Ninety one percent of respondents indicated that 
they will rely more on food purchase as a result of 
loss of crop this year. Sixty three percent of them 
indicated that will have to purchase fodder. Ninety 
two percent of households confirmed that they will 
sell more animals, and 80 percent mentioned that they expect to be assisted by food and non-food items.   
 
Food Utilization 
Based on Afghanistan Living Condition Survey of 2014, only 22 percent of the population of Ghor province 
have access to improved water sources and 17 percent have access to improved sanitation facilities. 96 
percent of households are using solid fuel for cooking, which can imply poor food utilization.   

Seven assessed communities were using well/bore well, 3 communities reported river stream and 2 
communities reported spring as the primary source of water for drinking. Three communities also 
reported that they have less water than before. Ten communities were using tradition latrine, while 2 
reported they use the outdoor defecation. Access to sanitary latrines was also poor in the assessed 
communities. None of the communities reported hygiene education in the past.  

Food security outcomes 
Food security exists when all people, at all times have physical, social and economic access to sufficient,   
safe and nutritious food for a healthy and active life. In this report, food consumption based on food 
consumption score (FCS)1 as a description for the current short-term household food security situation is 
triangulated with the food-based Coping Strategy Index (CSI)2 to provide an indication of food security 
status of the household. The triangulation of these two food security proxy indicators, instead of only food 
consumption, allows for capturing the interaction between household food consumption and coping 
strategies adopted, and hence, more properly reflects the food security situation in Afghanistan.  
 
As a result, households having poor food consumption with high or medium coping, and those with 
borderline food consumption but with high coping are considered as severely food insecure. Households 

                                                            
1 The Food Consumption Score (FCS) is an acceptable proxy indicator of household food security when used with other household 

access indicators. It is a composite score based on 7-day recall of household consumption and considers dietary diversity, food 
frequency, and relative nutritional importance of different food groups. The FCS is calculated and households are classified into 
three consumption categories: ‘poor’, ‘borderline’ , or acceptable.  

2 Coping Strategy Index (CSI) is often used as a proxy indicator of household food insecurity. Households were   asked about how 
often they used a set of five short-term food based coping strategies in situations in which they did not have enough food, or money 
to buy food, during the one-week period prior to interview. The information is combined into the CSI which is a score assigned to 
a household that represents the frequency and severity of coping strategies employed. First, each of the five strategies is assigned 
a standard weight based on its severity. The total CSI score is the basis to determine and classify the level of coping: into three 
categories: No or low coping (CSI= 0-3), medium (CSI = 4-9, high coping (CSI ≥10). 
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having poor food consumption with low coping, households having borderline food consumption with 
medium coping and those having acceptable consumption but with high coping are considered as 
moderately food insecure. Households having borderline or acceptable food consumption with low or 
medium coping are considered as food secure.  

  
Coping group (based on CSI) 

    
High coping Medium coping No or Low coping 

Food consumption group 
(based on FCS) 

Poor Severely food 
insecure Severely food insecure Moderately food 

insecure 

Borderline Severely food 
insecure 

Moderately food 
insecure Food secure 

Acceptable Moderately food 
insecure Food secure Food secure 

 
Based on the above mention method the 
assessment result shows that 41 percent of 
households are severely food insecure, 28 percent 
of them are moderately food insecure and only 31 
percent of households are food secure (Figure-10). 
As the impact of reduced harvest due to locust and 
the current price increase and reduced purchasing 
power of households will have further negative 
impact on household food security, there is high 
likelihood that the proportion of food insecure as a 
whole and of the severely food insecure group will 
increase further during winter and lean season 
without external support.  
Furthermore, more than half of the household have poor Food Consumption Score (FCS) and 31 percent 
have bordering food consumption. Only 18 percent of households show acceptable food consumption 
(Figure-11 & 12).  
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Twenty seven percent of households are using high level of coping mechanisms in response to the shock 
and another 25 percent medium level. Only 47 percent are either not or using low level of copings.  

Community level data on coping strategies of households also revealed that: 

• Rely on less preferred and low price food was reported by 10% - 90% of households with 
average of 40% and median of 28%.   

• Borrowing food was reported by 7%-80% of household with average of 29% and median 20%.  
 

Both higher and medium level coping for long time will have negative impacts on people food security, 
nutrition, health and livelihood and will further impact their already weak and none sustained livelihood 
means.  

Who are the food insecure? 

The analysis of food security with first income 
source reported by household, shows that 
households with labour wage and crop sale as 
the first main income sources are the highest 
food insecure, while households with first 
main income source of livestock and livestock 
products are less food insecure. Household 
with trade and shop are the better off in term 
of severely food insecure, but still are highest 
in moderately food insecurity (Figure-13).  
 

 
The other characteristics of food insecure households are summarized in table1- below.  

The severity of food insecurity increase with the level of income lose, except for the category of 40,001-
60,000 AFN, but even those ones have the higher proportion of moderately food insecure than its lower 
category. It means those who lost the most have higher severity of food insecurity. 

Animal ownership in the affected community is very high and seems both with and without animal are 
having similar level of food insecurity.  

Household own or access land had higher proportion of severely food insecure compared to the ones, 
who don’t own or access to land.  This simply explain the impact of locust for which the direct victims are 
the ones own or access land. 

The percentage of crop production reduction in the table also show severity of food insecurity with 
increased level of production losses. 

Households who lost the most of their fodder for animal due to locust infestation are the ones with higher 
proportion of severely food insecure.  

 Households who used chemical method of locust control in the past are less severely food insecure 
compared to the ones used manual or combination of chemical and manual method.  
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Effectiveness of locust control in the past are negatively correlated with severity of food insecurity, except 
for the first category who responded very effective, for which the absolute number is very low.  

 

Priorities (Based on household level response): 
• Food assistances 
• Controlling locust infestation  
• Learn how to control locust infestation, chemical provision.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Severely food 
insecure

Moderately 
food insecure

Food 
secure

0-20,000 AFN 33.3% 44.4% 22.2% 100.0%
 20,001-40000 AFN 44.4% 11.1% 44.4% 100.0%
 40,001-60,000 AFN 40.0% 31.4% 28.6% 100.0%
 Over 60,0000 AFN 46.7% 33.3% 20.0% 100.0%

Yes 41% 31% 28% 100%

No 42% 21% 37% 100%

Yes 43% 29% 29% 100%

No 27% 27% 45% 100%

25 - <50% 36% 29% 36% 100%

50 - <75% 28% 37% 35% 100%

75 - 100% 58% 18% 24% 100%

Not affected 0% 33% 67% 100%

Slightly affected 17% 0% 83% 100%

Moderately affected 27% 27% 47% 100%

Severely affected 48% 31% 21% 100%

Chemical 9% 9% 82% 100%

Manual 32% 47% 21% 100%

Both 53% 27% 20% 100%

Very effective 50% 0% 50% 100%

Moderately effective 13% 44% 44% 100%

Slightly effective 48% 23% 30% 100%

Not effective at all 52% 34% 14% 100%

41% 28% 31% 100%

Food insecurity by Characteristic of 
households

Food security status

Total

Income Loss 
categories due to locust 
infestation

Table-1: Food security cross sectional analysis

Total

Own Animals

Own or Access land

Crop production 
reduction due to locust

Animal fodder reduction 
due to locust

Method used for locust 
control in the past

Effectiveness of 
methods for controlling 
locust in the past
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CONCLUSIONS 
1. Forty one percent of population are currently severely food insecure, while the other 28 percent 

are moderately food insecure and only 31 percent are food secure. Fifty two percent of them have 
poor food consumption and 27 percent are using high level of coping.  

2. Locust infestation had negative impact on crop production especially the wheat crop and people 
will not be able to cope with this situation without external aid.  

3. Locust infestation’s high periodicity requires attention to support people in future.   
4. Due to high loss of wheat crop, the majority of affected people are in need of wheat seed for the 

upcoming cultivation season.  
5. Decreased level of local fodder due to locust infestation and its inflated price will turn into a more 

serious challenge during winter time where people may have to sale some of the remaining 
livestock as well. This will harm people in the long run as livestock tends to be the second 
livelihood component in the area under study. 

6. Reduced level of local production and difficulties in renewing market supply during winter will 
cause further inflation in staple food price.  

7. Reduced level of income and increased prices for main food commodities will weaken households’ 
purchasing power and thus, will further worsen food insecurity and poverty in the area.  

8. In response to the current shock (locust infestation), people reported relying on a series of coping 
strategies such as taking loan, sale of livestock, migration and selling land, most of which are 
considered harmful  and will deteriorate their already unstable livelihoods in the long term.  

9. Access to improved water sources and sanitation facilities is lacking in most of the assessed 
communities. Use of solid fuel for cooking by 96 percent of households is a major food utilization 
factor.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. Food assistances: Considering the current inflation in the price  of main food commodities and 

taking into account the physical access limitations during the winter and early spring, in-kind food 
assistance is recommended to target: 

a. Severely food insecure group (41%) of the households for 3 months that is to cover the 
lean season (February-April).  

b. Moderately food insecure group (28%) of households for 2 months (February-March).  
c. Desired assistance should be delivered accordingly prior access to the area is blocked or 

seriously affected by winter and weather related obstacles. Therefore, the optimal time 
window for the aforementioned assistance is until the end of October.  

2. Improved Wheat seed of both irrigated and rain-fed types are required to enable communities to 
cultivate timely in the upcoming cultivation seasons.  

3. Animal feed distribution for the affected households is recommended to the affected households 
to avoid further sale of livestock during winter time.  

4. Considering the periodicity of locust infestation and the extent of possible damage to crops and 
households’ income, trainings on appropriate pest control methods is essential to minimize the 
risk of future instances and similar natural disastrous incidents.  

5. Implementation of alternative livelihood programmes in the affected areas is recommended to 
improve resilience against future shocks.  

6. Price of staple food needs to be monitored during winter time. 
7. Communities affected by locus but not included in this assessment are recommended to be 

assessed whenever accessible.   



 

 


