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KEY DEVELOPMENTS 

 Since August 13, forces loyal to Muammar Qadhafi and opposition forces have fought for control of Zawiyah, 50 km 
west of Tripoli, according to international media.  The heavy fighting has closed the highway at Zawiyah, disrupting 
the main supply route from Tunisia to Tripoli.  According to unconfirmed media reports, opposition forces control 
up to 80 percent of Zawiyah, including the port and oil refinery, which generates power for Tripoli.  As of August 18, 
Qadhafi forces remained in control of Zawiyah hospital.  Opposition forces fully control Surman and Ajaylat towns 
west of Zawiyah.  USAID’s Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance (USAID/OFDA) and the USG Disaster 
Assistance Response Team (DART) continue to monitor the situation. 

 Between August 8 and 11, a U.N. health and food security mission travelled to Yefran, Kalaa, Zintan, and Jadu towns 
in the Nafusah Mountains.  Population figures in Jadu and Zintan have increased since late July due to conflict-
related displacement from other areas in Libya and the return of Libyans from Tunisia for Ramadan.  The mission 
reported that shops in Jadu and Zintan were open and selling basic food items, and local authorities at the towns’ 
central warehouses continued to provide food assistance to surrounding areas.  Yefran and Kalaa residents are 
primarily reliant on emergency food assistance.  

 

NUMBERS AT A GLANCE1                                                                                               Source 

Total Number of Individuals Arrived in Egypt, Tunisia, Niger, Algeria, 
and Chad from Libya 

634,247 IOM2 – August 17, 2011 

Number of Individuals Arrived in Egypt from Libya 208,388 IOM – August 17, 2011 

Number of Individuals Arrived in Tunisia from Libya 285,131 IOM – August 17, 2011 
Number of Individuals Arrived in Niger from Libya 77,816 IOM – August 17, 2011 
Number of Individuals Arrived in Algeria from Libya 13,962 IOM – August 17, 2011 
Number of Individuals Arrived in Chad from Libya 48,950 IOM – August 17, 2011 

Total Number of Individuals Repatriated from Egypt, Tunisia, and Niger 284,346 IOM – August 17, 2011 
Number of Individuals Repatriated from Egypt 81,500 IOM – August 17, 2011 
Number of Individuals Repatriated from Tunisia 199,157 IOM – August 17, 2011 
Number of Individuals Repatriated from Niger 3,689 IOM – August 17, 2011 

Total Number of IDPs in Libya 218,000 UNHCR3 – August 7, 2011 
 

FY 2011 HUMANITARIAN FUNDING  

USAID/OFDA Assistance for the Complex Emergency in Libya $12,274,218 

USAID/FFP4 Assistance for the Complex Emergency in Libya $15,654,100   

State/PRM5 Assistance for the Complex Emergency in Libya $60,000,000 

State/PM/WRA6 Assistance for the Complex Emergency in Libya $1,497,607 

Total USAID and State Assistance $89,425,925 

 
 
 

                                                 
1 Figures do not reflect the cross-border movements of Libyans, as many Libyans transit to and from neighboring countries for trade and other purposes. 
2 International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
3 Office of the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
4 USAID’s Office of Food for Peace (USAID/FFP) 
5 U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration (State/PRM) 
6 U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Political and Military Affairs Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement (State/PM/WRA) 
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Context 

 In mid-February 2011, following civilian demonstrations in Tunisia and Egypt, the people of Libya began protesting 
against the Qadhafi-led government.  As unrest rapidly spread throughout the country, Libyan security forces under 
Qadhafi’s authority began responding to protesting crowds with increasing violence, which escalated into armed 
conflict.  The ongoing conflict has resulted in large-scale population outflows to neighboring countries, protection 
concerns, and reported human rights violations.  Since the end of March, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization has 
conducted military operations in Libya in response to a mid-March U.N. Security Council resolution authorizing 
member states to protect civilians under threat of attack.  On July 15, U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
announced U.S. recognition of the Transitional National Council as the legitimate governing authority for Libya until 
an interim authority is in place.  

 On March 2, U.S. Ambassador to Tunisia Gordon Gray declared a disaster due to increasing humanitarian needs on 
the Tunisia–Libya border as a result of the mass influx of individuals fleeing the conflict in Libya.  In response, 
USAID/OFDA provided an initial $50,000 through the U.S. Embassy in Tunis to the Tunisian Red Crescent (TRC) 
for medical care, shelter, blankets, and other emergency assistance.  The USG also deployed a Disaster Assistance 
Response Team (DART) to the region to identify and respond to conflict-related humanitarian needs in Libya and 
neighboring countries.  
  

Conflict and Population Displacement  
Nafusah Mountains 

 On August 13, opposition and pro-Qadhafi fighters battled in the town of Gharyan, nearly 80 km south of Tripoli in 
the Nafusah Mountains.  As of August 18, opposition forces may have gained control of Gharyan, potentially cutting 
a southern supply route between Tripoli and Algeria, according to preliminary and unconfirmed media reports.   

 Between July 28 and August 1, approximately 400 Libyan families departed Tunisia daily to return to the Nafusah 
Mountains for Ramadan, according to the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).  From 
August 1 to 11, an average of 40 Libyan families departed Tunisia each day.  Reports also indicate that between five 
and ten families who returned to the Nafusah Mountains from Tunisia are subsequently returning to Tunisia each day 
due to a lack of available resources in Libya, OCHA reported.   

Misratah 

 On August 13, opposition and pro-Qadhafi forces fought on the three fronts surrounding Misratah, according to a 
non-governmental organization (NGO) working on the ground.  Heavy fighting to the south in Abd Arauf resulted 
in five deaths and 45 injuries, the NGO reported.  As of August 13, international media reported that opposition 
forces had secured control of Tawargha, southeast of Misratah.  Qadhafi government forces have frequently 
launched rocket attacks on Misratah from Tawargha.   

Eastern Libya 

 After capturing several residential districts in Brega on August 11, opposition forces continued to battle with pro-
Qadhafi forces for control of the town.  The fighting in Brega resulted in at least 21 deaths and 25 injuries between 
August 11 and 14, according to international media.   

Southern Libya 

 Following a recent U.N. interagency assessment mission to southeastern Libya, IOM reported that between 3,000 and 
4,000 migrants from sub-Saharan African countries were residing in a camp in Al Kufrah without access to running 
water,  electricity, adequate sanitation, or security.  The mission identified medical care as the greatest need in the 
area, with only one to two surgeons remaining at the nearest health facility—approximately 10 km from the camp.  
According to a camp representative, many Chadian and Sudanese migrants at the camp are attempting to return to 
their home countries but lack money for transportation.  IOM is currently investigating possible assistance to the 
camp population. 

Tunisia 

 As of August 14, traffic at the Ra’s Adjir border had decreased due to the fighting in Zawiyah that has closed the 
road connecting Tunisia and Tripoli.  An NGO working on the ground reported that only 10 third-country 
nationals (TCNs) crossed from Libya into Tunisia on August 15, despite reports that the Libyan side of the border 
remained open.     

 During the week of August 8, the number of Libyans returning home from Tunisia through the Dahiba border 
crossing increased by 60 percent compared to the previous week, according to UNHCR.  The increased returns 
were largely due to improved security in Nalut in the Nafusah Mountains and the opposition forces’ gains in Al 
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Ghazaya in late July, UNHCR reported.  Relief agencies have also reported significant numbers of Libyans 
returning from Tunisia to the Nafusah Mountains for Ramadan since late July. 

 As of August 11, approximately 900 TCNs remained in Tunisia–Libya border areas awaiting transportation to their 
home countries.  In total, with support from State/PRM and other donors, IOM had repatriated nearly 200,000 
TCNs from Tunisia as of August 17. 

Italy 

 Between August 12 and 18, nearly 3,000 people traveled by boat from Libya and Tunisia to Italy’s island of 
Lampedusa.  At least 1,800 of the recent arrivals traveled from Janzour, 12 km west of Tripoli.  In total approximately 
52,000 people have travelled from Libya and Tunisia to Italy since early 2011, according to UNHCR.   

 
Agriculture and Food Security 

 On August 13, the DART leader met with representatives from the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
Cairo regional office and FAO’s local Benghazi office.  FAO noted that prior to the crisis farmers in eastern Libya 
produced adequate supplies of fresh foods, such as vegetables and poultry; however, conflict has disrupted local 
agriculture production, with farmers reporting difficulty purchasing seeds, fertilizer, and fuel.  In response, FAO 
plans to distribute seed and fertilizer to small farmers in eastern Libya.   

 
Health 

 The recent escalation of conflict in areas of the Nafusah Mountains has resulted in significant numbers of wounded 
individuals, according to a USAID/OFDA partner working on the ground.  USAID/OFDA, through the partner, is 
providing ambulance transport for individuals wounded by conflict in Gharyan, Tiji, and Zawiyah towns to nearby 
hospitals, where the partner continues to provide medical supplies, equipment, and staffing, including surgeons.  
USAID/OFDA also continues to support medical staff in Misratah and nearby Dafniyah, where a field hospital is 
providing health care to individuals wounded by conflict in Zlitan.    

 Shortages of medical supplies and limited disease surveillance mechanisms have increased the risk of disease 
outbreaks, morbidity, and mortality in Libya, according to WHO.  Since the conflict began in mid-February, WHO 
has provided medicines and medical supplies to assist conflict-affected people in Libya and Libyan refugees.  WHO 
continues to provide coordination support to ensure that donated medical supplies reach vulnerable populations.  To 
date in FY 2011, USAID/OFDA has provided WHO with $1 million for medical supplies and health services to 
benefit conflict-affected populations. 

 
Landmines and Unexploded Ordnance (UXO) 

 According to the Joint Mine Action Coordination Team (JMACT), heavy fighting between pro-Qadhafi and 
opposition forces in the western cities of Gharyan and Zawiyah have increased the risk of explosive remnants of war 
(ERW) and UXO contamination in the areas.   

 In eastern and western Libya, JMACT members continue to remove ERW and UXO and conduct awareness 
campaigns to prevent injuries.  In Abu Burwaya village, west of Misratah, a JMACT member has cleared an area 
where an NGO plans to establish a hospital.  As of August 15, another JMACT organization had removed nearly 
4,500 pieces of ERW from an ammunition storage area in Tobruk, eastern Libya, clearing approximately 30,200 
square meters of land.   

 In response to the increasing numbers of individuals returning from Tunisia to the Nafusah Mountains for Ramadan, 
a JMACT organization deployed a rapid response team to the region to distribute risk education materials and 
conduct mine risk presentations, reaching more than 475 individuals as of August 15.  Another JMACT member 
plans to conduct additional risk education in the Nafusah Mountains during the coming two weeks.   

 On August 15, the Mines Advisory Group (MAG) reported fully clearing a school in Ajdabiya, as well as destroying 
5,000 pieces of ERW and UXO.  In addition, MAG is providing risk education to Libyans residing in Tunisia, 
benefitting nearly 1,600 individuals through increased awareness of UXO and ERW to date. 

 
Other Humanitarian Assistance 

 On August 18, the Red Cross Society of China (CRCS) sent approximately 90 metric tons of emergency food 
assistance and relief supplies—including rice, cooking oil, and medicines—to Benghazi via air, according to a Chinese 
media report.  The CRCS has reported plans to send an additional shipment of emergency relief supplies during 
Ramadan, bringing the total value of relief supplies provided by the CRCS to more than $7.8 million.  
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FY 2011 USAID AND STATE HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE 
FOR THE LIBYA COMPLEX EMERGENCY  

 

Implementing Partner Activity Location Amount 

USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE
1
 

Agency for Cooperation and Technical 

Development (ACTED) 
Logistics and Relief Supplies Libya $25,000  

ACTED 
Economic Recovery and Market Systems, Logistics 

and Relief Supplies 
Libya $500,000  

Danish Refugee Council (DRC) Protection, Logistics and Relief Supplies Libya $439,980  

International Relief and Development 

(IRD) 
Logistics and Relief Supplies Libya $349,223  

International Medical Corps (IMC)/Merlin 
10 health kits and three trauma kits, plus 

transportation 
Libya $363,165  

IMC 
Health, Logistics and Relief Supplies, and Water, 

Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH) 
Libya $4,500,000  

Merlin Health Libya $483,854  

Mercy Corps 
Logistics and Relief Supplies, WASH, Agriculture and 

Food Security 
Libya $550,000  

TRC Emergency Relief Supplies Tunisia $50,000  

TRC 
USAID/OFDA Commodities:  2,000 blankets; 40 

rolls of plastic sheeting; 9,600 water containers 
Tunisia $40,300  

U.N. Department of Safety and Security 

(UNDSS) 

Humanitarian Coordination and Information 

Management 
Libya, Tunisia $300,000  

OCHA 
Humanitarian Coordination and Information 

Management 
Libya $500,000  

WHO  Health TBD $1,000,000  

U.N. World Food Program (WFP) Logistics and Emergency Telecommunications Libya $750,000  

WFP U.N. Humanitarian Air Service  Libya $750,000  

  Program Support Costs   $1,672,696  

TOTAL USAID/OFDA  $12,274,218  

USAID/FFP
2
 

WFP P.L. 480 Title II Emergency Food Assistance Libya $5,654,100  

WFP Local and Regional Food Procurement Libya $5,000,000  

WFP Local and Regional Food Procurement Tunisia, Egypt $5,000,000  

TOTAL USAID/FFP $15,654,100  

STATE/PRM ASSISTANCE 

IOM Evacuation and repatriation programs for TCNs 
Libya, Tunisia, 

Egypt 
$27,500,000  
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UNHCR 

Assistance and protection for Libyan internally 

displaced persons and refugees and migrants in 

Tunisia, Egypt, Italy, and Malta  

Libya, Tunisia, 

Egypt, Malta 
$14,500,000  

International Committee of the Red Cross 

(ICRC) 

Medical and surgical care, water and sanitation 

facilities, protection of detainees and conflict victims  

Libya, Tunisia, 

Egypt 
$17,700,000  

WHO 

Support for the Tunisian Ministry of Public Health to 

respond to the medical needs of Libyans, TCNs, and 

host communities in Tunisia 

Tunisia $300,000  

TOTAL STATE/PRM $60,000,000  

STATE/PM/WRA ASSISTANCE 

MAG Conventional Weapons Destruction  Libya $756,937  

Swiss Foundation for Mine Action (SFMA) Conventional Weapons Destruction  Libya $740,670  

TOTAL STATE/PM/WRA $1,497,607  

TOTAL3 USAID AND STATE HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE FOR THE LIBYA 

COMPLEX EMERGENCY IN FY 2011 
$89,425,925  

1 USAID/OFDA funding represents anticipated or actual obligated amounts as of August 18, 2011.   
2 USAID/FFP funding represents anticipated or actual obligated amounts as of August 18, 2011. 
3 The total does not include an additional $500,000 provided by USAID/OFDA to OCHA’s Middle East Office for regional coordination. 

 
 
PUBLIC DONATION INFORMATION 

 The most effective way people can assist relief efforts is by making cash contributions to humanitarian organizations that 
are conducting relief operations.  A list of humanitarian organizations that are accepting cash donations for response efforts 
in Libya and neighboring countries can be found at www.interaction.org. 

 USAID encourages cash donations because they allow aid professionals to procure the exact items needed (often in the 
affected region); reduce the burden on scarce resources (such as transportation routes, staff time, and warehouse space); 
can be transferred very quickly and without transportation costs; support the economy of the disaster-stricken region; and 
ensure culturally, dietary, and environmentally appropriate assistance. 

 More information can be found at: 
The Center for International Disaster Information: www.cidi.org or +1.202.821.1999. 
Information on relief activities of the humanitarian community can be found at www.reliefweb.int. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
USAID/OFDA bulletins appear on the USAID website at http://www.usaid.gov/our_work/humanitarian_assistance/disaster_assistance/ 

http://www.interaction.org/
http://www.reliefweb.int/

