
duce olefins by steam cracking natural gas. A 

Petroleum Ministry official said the plant 

would help in attracting more international 

investments.  
 

Libya 

According to BBC, Libyan oil production has 

been increasing rapidly. The National Oil 

Company (NOC) believes that oil production 

will be back to pre-conflict levels by the end 

of 2012. New oil contracts will be awarded by 

a democratically-elected government. My 

Sinchew, a Chinese language newspaper in 

Malaysia, reports that some 37,000 Bangla-

deshi migrant workers fled Libya during the 

conflict when foreign companies halted busi-

ness. Many Bangladeshis were working for 

large Korean companies on oil or infrastruc-

ture projects and are keen to return to the 

country and resume work. 
 

Sudan 

Business Week reports that Sudan is boosting 

its gold exports in order to offset the loss of oil 

production resulting from South Sudan’s se-

cession earlier this year. The export of gold 

will provide the government with foreign cur-

rency reserves needed to pay for imports of 

goods. China’s special envoy to Sudan and 

South Sudan, sent to negotiate a resolution to 

a dispute over oil transit fees, has stated that 

China wants a resolution by Christmas in or-

der to avoid any potential disruptions to ex-

ports, reports Reuters. The United States and 

other international mediators have also been 

urging the two countries to resolve their dis-

pute. The Sudan Tribune reports that South 

Sudanese rebels are threatened the French oil 

company Total if the company proceeds with 

plans to build a pipeline through Unity State 

without first gaining permission from the rebel 

group. 

C 
hristine Lagarde, managing director of 

the International Monetary Fund 

(IMF), said that “macroeconomic and 

financial stability must remain fundamental” 

for the economies of the Middle East and 

North Africa (MENA), reports Gulf News. 

Additionally she stressed that “the private 

sector, including small and medium-sized en-

terprises, must take on a leading role to boost 

investment, productivity, competiveness – and 

create jobs”. Reuters reports that Standard and 

Poors (S&P) is using a new set of criteria to 

review credit ratings of 50 banks in the 

MENA. The move could result in higher fund-

ing costs for lenders which could negatively 

affect companies in need of additional capital 

to grow. 
 

Tunisia 

The European Bank for Reconstruction and 

Development (EBRD) is hosting a conference 

in partnership with the Marseilles Center for 

Integration in the Mediterranean (CMI) and 

the Tunisian Union for Industry, Trade and 

Handicrafts in order to boost growth in Tuni-

sia.  
 

Egypt 

Concerns about the impact that the success of 

Islamist parties will have on the banking sec-

tor and overall pessimism about the economy 

resulted in Egypt’s benchmark index declining 

by 0.6% and the weakening of the Egyptian 

pound, reports Daily News Egypt. Al Masry al 

Youm reports that hundreds of residents from 

the Egyptian villages of Damietta and Sinan-

yah blocked two roads leading to the MOPCO

-Agrium factory in Damietta. The residents 

are protesting pollution from the factory. Al 

Masry al Youm also reports that the Egyptian 

Petrochemicals Holding Company is set to 

sign a USD 3 billion contract with French 

energy company Total to build a plant to pro-
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SUBMIT AN RFI OR RECOMMEND REPORT TOPICS TO THE MEDITERRANEAN BASIN TEAM:  
In order to meet the growing demand for information regarding the dynamic, complex events in Libya specifically and North 
Africa generally, the CFC has begun publishing special reports on the region in addition to our weekly newsletters.  Please send 
your recommendations for future report topics or requests for information (RFIs) to: mediterranean@cimicweb.org.  

O 
n 07 December, the North Atlantic Council released 

its Final Statement regarding the meeting of foreign 

ministers at NATO Headquarters. The NATO Final 

Statement mentions the “longstanding and mutually beneficial 

partnership” between NATO and “the Mediterranean region” 

and discusses the intention of the Alliance to increase 

“political dialogue and practical cooperation with members of 

the Mediterranean Dialogue”. The statement also says that the 

Alliance is “ready to consider, on a case-by-case basis, new 

requests from countries” for “partnership and cooperation with 

NATO”, including Libya. 
 

According to Agence France Presse (AFP), Amr Moussa, 

former secretary general of the Arab League, said that the 

Arab Spring uprisings signalled a “new regional order” that 

spans from Mauritania to the Gulf countries. Moussa’s 

comments came as he addressed the World Policy Conference 

in Vienna, Austria. The German Bundestag (parliament) will 

provide a EUR 100 million grant to support 2012 democracy 

initiatives  in Arab Spring countries, reports Tunisia Live.  

Algeria 

Algerian Islamists are showing signs of renewed activity after 

a period of exclusion from politics, according to Reuters. Their 

activity includes establishing a satellite television station and 

participation in anti-government protests. Islamists face a 

legitimacy problem in Algeria because of their participation in 

the civil war that resulted in 200,000 deaths, according to the 

article. Reuters also indicates that the Islamic Salvation Front 

(FIS) is banned in Algeria. However, Salafists, who follow a 

more conservative interpretation of Islam, are permitted in 

Algeria because they do not participate in politics. The article 

maintains that Islamist groups in Algeria are not united and do 

not have a unified message. In other political party news, 

Secretary General of the Workers’ Party (PT) Louisa Hanoune 

criticised the new law on political parties in Algeria and called 

on President Bouteflika to reconsider the reforms, according to 

Ennahar. The new law could prevent the return of the FIS. 

Egypt 

According to AFP, the Freedom and Justice Party (FJP), the 

political party of the Muslim Brotherhood, is rejecting 

attempts by the ruling military authority, the Supreme Council 

of the Armed Forces (SCAF) to participate in the writing of 

the new constitution. The FJP won 36% of the votes during the 

first round of parliamentary elections and is expected to 

dominate the parliament, reports AFP. Political analyst 

Mostapha Kamel al-Sahhid is predicting that the parliament 

and the military will clash if they are unable to reach a 

compromise regarding the constitutional panel and the process 

for drafting the new constitution, the article states. The 

military suspects that Islamist parties, including the FJP, will 

not uphold their liberal party platforms. In addition, there is 

concern that the panel charged with drafting the constitution 

will not be representative of the Egyptian population, 

according to the article. Bik ya Masr reported that Egyptian 

women in Alexandria protested on 10 December to voice their 

demands for greater participation in public and political 

affairs, including a parallel parliament for women, the removal 

of discriminatory laws and improved access to literacy classes 

in Egypt. The article reports that only three women (1.4%) of 

212 candidates running in the first round of parliamentary 

elections won seats. According to the BBC, on 06 December 

Egypt’s new cabinet was sworn in and former Cairo Police 

Chief Mohammed Ibrahim Yusuf was appointed interior 

minister. 

Libya 

According to the Washington Post, Libyan nationalist and 

religious scholar Ali Sallabi spent eight years in prison under 

Gaddafi before relocating to Qatar. During the uprising in 

Libya, Sallabi served as the go-between for Qatar and Libya, 

delivering money and weapons to anti-Gaddafi forces. Sallabi 

leads the quasi-political party called the National Gathering for 

Freedom, Justice and Development. It is not clear if the group 

will compete in parliamentary elections; however, Sallabi 

expects the Muslim Brotherhood in Libya to receive support in 

Libyan elections. Sallabi claims to support democracy and 

moderate Islam. 

According to the New York Times, leaders in post-Gaddafi 

Libya have been speaking with British officials to arrange for 

further investigations into the 1988 Lockerbie bombing and the 

shooting death of British policewoman Yvonne Fletcher in 

1984. It is unclear whether the new Libyan leadership will 

cooperate, and no date has been set for investigations to begin. 

Morocco 

According to the Washington Post, Moroccans distrust the 

justice system in Morocco, which they believe is vulnerable to 

corruption. The Justice and Development Party (PJD), which 

will lead Morocco’s next government, campaigned on a 

platform to confront corruption and promote an independent 

judiciary. Historically, according to the article, Moroccan 

courts are weak and lack independence. On 01 July 2011, 

constitutional amendments strengthened the judiciary. In 

addition, the judiciary is now an independent branch of 

government and no longer under the direct authority of the 

Ministry of Justice. The courts are also overwhelmed with 

cases. Some judges do not receive proper training or adequate 

compensation, according to the article. 

Governance & Rule of  Law             Melodee M. Baines ► Melodee.Baines@cimicweb.org 

mailto:mediterranean@cimicweb.org?subject=recommended%20report%20topic
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/official_texts_81943.htm
http://news.yahoo.com/arab-spring-israel-change-too-arab-leader-215323503.html
http://allafrica.com/stories/201112091116.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/12/08/us-algeria-islamists-idUSTRE7B70O620111208
http://www.rachad.tv/
http://www.medea.be/fr/pays/algerie/fis-front-islamique-du-salut/
http://www.ptalgerie.com/
http://www.ennaharonline.com/en/news/7850.html
http://www.ikhwanweb.com/
http://news.yahoo.com/egypt-islamists-collision-course-military-140513519.html
http://egyptelections.carnegieendowment.org/2011/10/05/supreme-council-of-the-armed-forces
http://bikyamasr.com/50600/egypt-women-call-for-parallel-parliament-greater-rights/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-16075456
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/meet-the-architect-of-the-new-libya/2011/12/06/gIQAfPm8hO_story_1.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/09/world/africa/libya-will-allow-british-police-to-visit-for-lockerbie-inquiry-briton-says.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/africa/moroccos-justice-system-plagued-by-corruption-sees-hope-of-reform-in-islamist-victory/2011/12/08/gIQAHiCWeO_story.html
http://www.pjd.ma/


Page 3 13 December 2011 

Western Sahara 

According to Fish Info & Services, fourteen organisations 

submitted a letter to all Spanish members of parliament asking 

for their support in blocking the renewal of a fisheries 

agreement between Morocco and the European Union (EU). 

These organisations contend that the waters of Western Sahara 

should not be included because it is a non-autonomous 

territory claimed by Morocco. According to ANSAmed, a 

spokesperson of the government of Western Sahara, called the 

Sahrawi Democratic Republic, petitioned the EU to participate 

more actively in resolving the conflict over self-determination. 

The Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic Minister for Europe, 

Mohamed Sidati stated that the dispute regarding the 

autonomy of Western Sahara can be resolved without harming 

Morocco, according to the article. 

Humanitarian Affairs                                                       Angelia Sanders ► Angelia.Sanders@cimicweb.org 

Migration 

I 
taly’s economic crisis is having a harmful effect on 

migrant workers in the country, reports Voice of America 

(VOA). As Italy tightens its restrictions on migration, 

fewer farms are willing to risk employing immigrants. 

Additionally, factories in northern Italy have terminated 

employees, thereby forcing an extra 2,000 migrants to seek 

work in the southern region. The Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) 

released a report that claims European governments have 

actively hindered refugee arrivals to the continent. The United 

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) received 

news of a rescue at sea made by the Moroccan Royal Navy. 

The boat carried over 60 people, though four were found to be 

dead, and passengers reported that a number of people had 

drowned. Passengers included children and pregnant women. 

The UNHCR also stated that the Maltese Armed Forces 

rescued a boat that had left the Libyan coast over the weekend. 

A total of 44 Somalis were on board, reports the Malta 

Independent. Agence France-Presse (AFP) reports that the 

Libyan coast guard intercepted a boat carrying more than 400 

Africans ten miles off the Tripoli coast. Reuters reports that at 

a news conference, Interior Minister Fawzi Adb al All told 

reporters that the rescue “sends a strong message to the whole 

world that the new Libya is completely different.” 
 

Water, Food and Health 

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the 

Tunisian Société Nationale d’Exploitation et de Distribution 

des Eaux (SONEDE) (the national water board) adopted a 

strategy to lay pipelines to supply clean drinking water to parts 

of south-eastern Tunisia. Now that most migrants who had fled 

to Tunisia from Libya have returned home, the local 

population will benefit from the water project. 
 

The UN World Food Program (WFP) said that between five 

and seven million people in Africa’s Sahel region are facing 

food shortages as a result of meagre rains and diminished 

harvests. Niger, Mauritania, Mali and Chad have been the 

worst hit. 
 

There is little reliable data on HIV/AIDS rates in the Middle 

East and North Africa (MENA), yet the UN estimates between 

350,000 and 570,000 people living in the region are infected 

with HIV in the region, reports AFP. Aleksandar Sasha 

Bodiroza, HIV/AIDS adviser at the United Nations Population 

Fund (UNFPA), stated that the MENA region is now “among 

the top two regions globally with the fastest growing HIV 

epidemic”. Much of this is a result of slow progress in 

government response, few public awareness campaigns and 

inadequate medical services. 

 

Child Labour 

Human Rights Watch (HRW) has called upon the Malian 

government and international donors to take action to end 

child labour in artisanal (small scale) mines. The 108-page 

report, “A Poisonous Mix: Child Labour, Mercury, and 

Artisanal Gold Mining in Mali,” reveals that many children 

work with mercury, which is particularly harmful to children, 

in addition to digging mining shafts and working underground. 

An estimated 20,000 to 40,000 children work in Mali’s 

artisanal gold mines. Most children work alongside their 

parents while others migrate to the mines by themselves. 

 

Libya 

There is a lack of humanitarian funding assistance to Libya 

due to confusion over whether unfrozen Libyan assets are 

available for development programmes, reports UN Integrated 

Regional Information Networks (IRIN). Aid agencies planned 

programmes based on reports of Libyan funds being unfrozen, 

yet these funds have yet to trickle down to the appropriate 

places and people. The National Transitional Council (NTC) 

said it has not received the money. Other groups say that the 

NTC lacks the capacity to distribute the funds or are waiting 

on a new government to be in place before funds are 

distributed. Libya’s new rulers said that they are ready to 

forgive the forces who fought for Gaddafi during the conflict; 

however, those who “committed torture, rape, murders and 

stole public wealth have to be held accountable,” reports AFP. 

West Africa Regional Map 

Source: Human Rights Watch Report   
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Egypt 

T 
he Naguib Mahfouz Medal was not awarded to an 

individual this year, but to “the revolutionary creativity 

of the Egyptian people during the popular uprising that 

began on 25 January 2011”, reports al Masry al Youm. The 

literary award is typically bestowed upon an Arab author 

whose literature is then published in English. The winner of 

the award also receives USD 1,000. 

Libya 

The Telegraph reports that Mexican officials foiled a plan to 

smuggle Saadi Gaddafi and his family into Mexico. Deposed 

dictator Moammar Gaddafi’s son was to enter the county 

under the alias Daniel Bejar and planned to reside in a villa 

overlooking the Pacific Ocean. Mexico’s “Operation Guest” 

was successful in the capture and disruption of the network 

involved in the plan. 

F 
or the first time since the Arab Spring uprisings, 

defence ministers from the 5 + 5 group (Algeria, 

France, Libya, Italy, Malta, Mauritania, Morocco, 

Portugal, Spain and Tunisia) met on 11 December to discuss 

security in the Sahel region (Algeria, Mali, Mauritania and 

Niger), according to Agence France Presse (AFP). At the 

meeting, ministers agreed to establish a temporary 

headquarters intended to serve as an operational base during 

humanitarian disasters. In addition, according to the article, the 

ministers agreed upon a training and joint exercise action plan 

for 2012. Elsewhere in the Sahel, Mali and Niger are 

collaborating on security to confront recent kidnappings in the 

region, according to Reuters. The two countries are concerned 

about the ramifications of the Libyan conflict such as an influx 

of former fighters or weapons. Nigerien Defence Minister 

Karidjo Mahamadou stated that his country deployed elite 

forces, trained in France and the United States, to increase 

security in the desert. 

Kidnapping 

Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) released two 

photographs of five alleged kidnapping victims abducted in 

Mali in November, according to AFP. One day before 

releasing the photographs, AQIM issued a statement claiming 

responsibility for the kidnappings. According to the article, 

AQIM denies a separate kidnapping of three humanitarian 

workers that occurred in October from the Sahrawi migrant 

camp of Tindouf in Algeria. However, according to a separate 

article from the Herald Sun, a group claiming to be an offshoot 

of AQIM, called Unity Movement for Jihad in West Africa, 

has taken responsibility for kidnapping the humanitarian 

workers from Tindouf.  

Egypt 

The Coalition for Organ Failure Solutions (COFS) issued a 

report that finds organ trafficking in Egypt is on the rise. 

Traffickers are targeting Sudanese and other irregular migrants 

seeking refuge in Egypt and removing organs by force. A new 

national law on transplantation passed in February 2010 

prohibits organ trafficking and allows for organ transplants 

from deceased donors. 

According to the Associated Press (AP), the Committee to 

Protect Journalists (CPJ), a press advocacy group, requested 

the new Egyptian prime minister to investigate attacks on 

journalists covering protests and arrange for the release of two 

Egyptian bloggers. 

Libya 

Fawzy Abdel Aal, interior minister of Libya, stated that the 

interim government will collect weapons once there is an 

organised army in place, according to al Arabiya. Abdel Aal 

also stated that Libyan borders are secure. However, the Los 

Angeles Times reports that out-of-town militias in Tripoli have 

been requested by NTC officials to surrender their weapons 

and leave the capital. The order gives the militias until 20 

December to leave the city. However, Defence Minister 

Osama Jueli stated that he will keep a militia of men from his 

hometown of Zintan until a credible police force is established 

in Tripoli. The justice system is also being negatively affected 

by militias in Tripoli. Former Deputy Justice Minister 

Abdulbaset Abumzirig stated that judges face a high risk of 

attack. There is also a strong presence of militias in Benghazi, 

according to the article. Attorney General Abdul-Aziz al-

Hassady was attacked and threatened with death by armed 

gunmen in broad daylight in Tripoli, according to AP. 

Mauritania 

Mauritanian police arrested two suspects allegedly linked to 

the October kidnapping from Tindouf migrant camp, according 

to Round Town News. In other news of kidnappings, 

Mauritanian news agency Agence Nouakchott Informations 

(ANI) received footage first aired by News 24 allegedly 

showing an al Qaeda-inspired Nigerian group threatening to 

execute a British hostage. ANI claimed to have authenticated 

the video, which it received in December; however, there is no 

indication of when or where the video was made. 

South Sudan 

According to the BBC, skirmishes along the border with Sudan 

are fierce, but have not yet become “full-scale hostilities”. The 

border between the two countries has still not been officially 

designated. Both countries have been accusing the other of 

supporting rebels in the border area since July 2011. 

According to the Sudan Tribune, on 11 December, South 

Sudanese rebel leader George Athor Deng threatened to 

capture the capital of Jonglei state in South Sudan. The leader 

is requesting that an agreement be made with the Sudan 

Peoples’ Liberation Movement (SPLM) before the end of 

2011. Athor Deng is requesting new general elections to be 

organised and supervised by a national interim government. He 

is also asking for foreign mediators to oversee compensation 

for the families affected by the fighting. 
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3rd International Renewable Energy Congress (IREC) 
 

Who?   International Journal of Electrical Engineering and Transportation (IJEET), Scientific Research Publishing, Energy Conversion 

  and Management Journal 

 

What?  A forum for discussion, plenary sessions, oral sessions and poster presentations 

 

For whom? Academics, industry professionals, researchers & practitioners around the world interested in renewable energy 

 

When & Where? 20-22 December 2011, Diar Lemdina Hotel, Yasmine Hammamet, Hammamet, Tunisia 

 

Contact Details: irec.coordination@cmerp.net and www.irec.cmerp.net 
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Mauritania 

A Magharebia article spotlights a Mauritanian movement 

called “No to Pornography” that urges Mauritanians to join a 

five-minute protest each week after Friday prayers. The 

movement seeks to shut down “dens of vice, brothels and 

liquor stores” and to ban Internet pornography sites. According 

to Magharebia, Dr. Mokhtar Ould al-Haj, a university 

professor, understands the movement as “an expression of 

Salafism in a new form.” 

 

Morocco 

Tiris, an eight piece band of Saharawis, create music that fuses 

“local styles, reggae, jazz and flamenco”, reports the 

Guardian. According to the article, the band would be 

considered one of the great success stories of North Africa if 

they were not stranded in a migrant camp in southwest 

Algeria.  

 

The Marrakesh Art Fair is being held in a former branch of the 

Banque du Maroc, reports The New York Times. The art 

exhibit, “Images Affranchies” showcases video art and 

photography from young Moroccan and Middle Eastern artists. 

According to the article, many Marrakesh residents have had 

little exposure to contemporary art. 

 

A new association has been launched by survivors of the 

deadly Casablanca (2003) and Marrakech (2011) bombings 

that left numerous families in crisis, reports Magharebia. The 

Moroccan Association for the Victims of Terrorism officially 

began support meetings in November 2011. Beyond support 

for survivors of terrorism, the organisation seeks to unite civil 

society groups against terrorism and extremism in Morocco. 

 

South Sudan 

According to the Sudan Tribune, South Sudanese graduates 

from the University of Nairobi have called upon the South 

Sudanese government to reform the country’s education 

system. According to the Minister of General Education, only 

13% of primary school children progress to secondary 

education in the country. 

 

Tunisia 

Tunisia is considering establishing a committee for the 

promotion of virtue and prevention of vice, reports 

Magharebia. The article states that the committee would be a 

“sharia body comprising a number of scholars and 

jurisprudents in Islamic sharia, as well as legal and media 

bodies”. 

SUBMIT A REQUEST 

FOR INFORMATION (RFI) 
 

CimicWeb account holders can submit RFIs to 
the CFC. These may concern the sectors ad-
dressed in this newsletter or other topics rele-
vant to the Mediterranean Basin, including Lib-
ya, or our other focus areas. To submit an RFI, 
fill out the request form by clicking here. 
 

Have a colleague who is interested in submitting 
an RFI? Tell him/her to request a CimicWeb 
account by clicking here. 
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