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Situation Report - Horn of Africa Crisis 
Kenya 

Date: 30 November 2011 
Reporting period: 24 to 30 November 2011 

Report # 20 
 

 
HIGHLIGHTS 

 Localised flooding has been reported in Mandera and Wajir, resulting in overflowing latrines and 
polluted water sources. Localised flooding has also been reported in Tana Delta, with 126 households 
displaced in Bute, 102 in Buna, 23 in Assa, and 65 in Gurar. UNICEF has been coordinating with the 
local authorities and the Kenya Red Cross and determined that currently the local authorities and civil 
society actors have sufficient resources to respond to needs, while access and transport continue to 
remain obstacles.  UNICEF will continue to monitor the situation in these areas closely as the rains 
continue. 

 The Cholera outbreak in Dadaab persists with Dagahaley Camp currently having 4 admissions in the 
Cholera Treatment Centre (CTC).  Between 24 to 30 November, 56 additional cases were line- listed, 
bringing to total current case-load to 361.  This increase in the number of cases from last week is 
attributed to the heavy rains received in the last week.  One out of four stool samples tested positive 
for cholera, with the positive sample coming from Dagahaley Camp.  Currently, movement between 
the various camp sites in Dadaab is possible; hence, cholera response and monitoring of new cases 
has been enhanced.  

 Cholera Preparedness & Response training was conducted in Nairobi from 21 to 24 November 2011. 
Twenty-nine Government and NGO partners were trained, including 13 Government and 16 NGO 
partners from Mandera, Wajir, Garissa, Ijara, Tana River and Somalia. The training was supposed to 
have taken place in Garissa; however, due to insecurity it was moved to Nairobi.  

 The Child-Friendly DRR training for boarding schools targeting head teachers and boarding masters 
was completed in Eldoret, Samburu, and Garissa on 26 November 2011 with 300 participants, 
including head teachers, boarding masters and District Quality Assurance and Standards Officers 
(DQASOs). The training covered leadership and coordination; environmental DRR in schools; safe 
and protective schools; special needs for education in DRR; and health and nutrition related issues.  
Head Teachers will continuously use action research alongside the DRR check-list to enhance 
preparedness and planning at school level.  

 Due to improved food security in drought-affected communities, the Ministry of Education (MoE) has 
decided not to keep schools open during the December holidays for the maintenance of school 
feeding programmes. Meanwhile, a UNICEF-supported assessment is planned at the beginning of 
2012 to collect information on situational changes in the education sector due to security, floods and 
drought. This will allow the MoE and the Education Cluster to re-assess the needs and gaps in the 
education sector. 

 

EMERGING HUMANITARIAN ISSUES AND NEEDS 

Refugee Response 

 The Cholera outbreak in Dadaab persists with Dagahaley Camp currently having 4 admissions in the 
Cholera Treatment Centre (CTC).  Between 24 to 30 November, 56 additional cases were line- listed, 
bringing the total current case-load to 361.  This increase in the number of cases from last week is 
attributed to the heavy rains received in the last week.  One out of four stool samples tested positive 
for cholera, with the positive sample coming from Dagahaley Camp.  Currently, movement between 
the various camp sites in Dadaab is possible; hence, cholera response and monitoring of new cases 
has been enhanced.  
 
 

Drought-affected Areas 
   

 Localised flooding has been reported in Mandera and Wajir, resulting in overflowing latrines and 
polluted water sources. Localised flooding has also been reported in Tana Delta, with 126 households 
displaced in Bute, 102 in Buna, 23 in Assa, and 65 in Gurar. UNICEF has been coordinating with the 
local authorities and the Kenya Red Cross and determined that currently the local authorities and civil 
society actors have sufficient resources to respond to needs, while access and transport continue to 
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remain obstacles.  UNICEF will continue to monitor the situation in these areas closely as the rains 
continue. 

 Due to improved food security in drought-affected communities, the Ministry of Education (MoE) has 
decided not to keep schools open during the December holidays for the maintenance of school 
feeding programmes. Meanwhile, a UNICEF-supported assessment is planned at the beginning of 
2012 to collect information on situational changes in the education sector due to security, floods and 
drought. This will allow the MoE and the Education Cluster to re-assess the needs and gaps in the 
education sector. 

 The Turkana District Medical Officer of Health and partners sent teams to Kangirisae location of Kerio 
division in Turkana Central to investigate the reports of high morbidity as well as occurrence of 
measles cases among the displaced populations. Three measles cases were confirmed, while cholera 
specimens were all negative. The DMOH utilized the doses of measles provided through UNICEF to 
conduct targeted mop up vaccinations.  

 Findings and recommendations from the UNICEF/Save the Children Rift Valley Street Children 
Profiling Project were presented to the Director of the Department of Children’s Services in Nairobi on 
23 November 2011. All together 4,084 people provided information, including 3,289 children, 465 key 
informants and 330 parents.  During the course of the project, 406 referrals were made.  The survey 
found that the average street child was 12 years old, with 76% boys and 24% girls. Forty per cent of 
the children are out on the street daily, and a staggering 97% were primary school drop-outs. Main 
identified push factors included hunger (59%), abuse at home (23%), post-election violence (21%), 
and high cost of education (21%). The main pull factors were the need to earn an income (64.6%), 
peer pressure (42.2%), and access to services provided for street children by humanitarian 
organizations (42%). The Director of DCS stated that the way forward would be to hold validation 
workshops with key stakeholders to discuss recommendations, followed by in-depth strategy 
workshops in January 2012.  

 
CLUSTER COORDINATION AND PARTNERSHIPS 

 
Health Cluster 

 Health and nutrition partners implementing integrated activities in Kerio division in Turkana Central 
met to discuss assistance to families displaced by recent inter-communal raids. UNICEF continued to 
provide RTUF for severely malnourished children, facilitation of District Ministry of Health teams to 
conduct measles mop up campaigns.  

 
WASH/WESCOORD Cluster 

 WESCOORD sub-national level meetings were conducted in Isiolo and Wajir on 16 and 22 November 
2011 respectively.  

Nutrition Technical Forum 

 On 25 November 2011, a nutrition capacity working group met to set up a plan for On the Job Training 
(OJT) sensitisation for 2012. 

 
PROGRAMME RESPONSE 
 
Nutrition 
 
Refugee Response 

 The Red Cross Stabilization Center in Ifo West has currently referred 54 severe malnutrition cases to 
the Ifo Hospital. 

 
Drought affected areas of Kenya 

 Vitamin A capsules to support four million children in the upcoming polio immunization campaign in 
129 districts have been handed over to the Ministry of Health. 

 
WASH  
 
Refugee Response:  

 In Ifo West, drilling of a borehole has commenced with UNICEF support. 
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 Sixteen water tanks installed along the refugee routes will be relocated to more secure locations by 

Danish Refugee Council with funds allocated to an existing PCA between DRC and UNICEF. 

 
Drought Affected Areas 

 Between 21 and 25 November 2011, 600 community health workers from West Pokot were trained on 
hygiene and household water treatment. The trained Community Health Workers have reached 
13,184 households with hygiene and household water treatment messages, and distributed 1,443 
bars of soap, 139 ceramic water filters, 1,854 buckets, 1,878 jerry cans, 50,776 aqua tabs, 4,912 Pur 
Sachets, and 46,000 pieces of IEC materials. In addition, five hand washing facilities were installed in 
five health facilities, and three 5,000 litres water tanks were installed in three health facilities. 

 Between 19 to 24 November, UNICEF supported the training of 75 Community Health Workers on 
hygiene promotion in three health facilities in Turkana West.  The Community Health Workers are 
reaching approximately 3,000 households with hygiene promotion messages.  

 WASH assessment was done in 13 health facilities in Turkana North between 21 to 23 November  and 
in three health facilities in Loima on 24 November.  

 In East Pokot (Tangulbei and Chepkalacha), 720 school children have got access to safe and 
adequate water through equipping of two boreholes.  

 Between18 and 24 November 2011, 12 ceramic filters, 30,000 Pur Sachets, 9,000 Aqua tabs, 124 
buckets, 54 jerry cans, and six rigid water storage tanks (three 5,000 litres and three  10,000 litres) 
were distributed to 43 health facilities in Turkana Central and Loima.   

 Five water testing kits were distributed to NGOs in Tana River, Wajir and Mandera. 

 A Cholera Preparedness & Response training was conducted from 21 to 24 November 2011 with 29 
Government and NGO partners trained. Planning is under way to have further capacity building on 
cholera preparedness and response in key hot spot areas. 

Health 
 
Refugee Response 

 On 21 and 22 November 2011, 29 CHWs were trained on community case management of diarrhoea 
in Hagadera and Kambioos.  Training of 36 Hygiene Promoters in Dagahaley, 32 in Ifo, and 25 in 
Hagadera is on-going. 

 Oral Rehydration Therapy corners have been set up in various parts of the camps, especially in the 
cholera-prone periphery. Mobilization for the correct use of ORS corners is being done by CHWs and 
Hygiene Promoters. 

 In Dagahaley, latrines and households are being sprayed with chlorine.  
 
Drought Affected Areas 

 Preliminary reports from the polio campaign in Turkana North/ West indicate that 92% of the targeted 
89,675 children < 5 years were vaccinated and 94% of the targeted 42,808 in Turkana South/ East. 
The next round of the campaign will be carried out from 10 to 14 December 2011. 

 
Education 
 
Drought Affected Areas 

 Between 21 and 25 November 2011, boarding school supplies were distributed for two schools in 
Wajir East and for three schools in Marsabit. 

 The Child-Friendly DRR training for boarding schools targeting head teachers and boarding masters 
was completed in Eldoret, Samburu, and Garissa on 26 November 2011 with 300 participants, 
including head teachers, boarding masters and District Quality Assurance and Standards Officers 
(DQASOs). The training covered leadership and coordination; environmental DRR in schools; safe 
and protective schools; special needs’ education in DRR; and health and nutrition related issues.  
Head Teachers will continuously use action research alongside the DRR check-list to enhance 
preparedness and planning at school level.  Similar training for Mandera, Wajir, and Marsabit is 
planned for January 2012, targeting another 300 participants. 

 A UNICEF-supported assessment is planned at the beginning of 2012 to collect information on 
situational changes in the education sector due to security, floods and drought. This will allow the MoE 
and the Education Cluster to re-assess the needs and gaps in the education sector. 

 
Child Protection 
 



 

 

4/5 

Refugee Response 

 In Dadaab, Child Friendly Spaces (CFSs) remain closed due to security concerns and consequently, 
monitoring of child protection concerns is restricted. Of concern is current drop in referrals, indicating 
that children and GBV survivors are not receiving sufficient assistance.  

 
Drought affected areas 

 On 24 November 2011, UNICEF participated in the Garissa Child Protection Centre Committee 
quarterly meeting. In the rescue component there were 22 children with child protection concerns, 
including abandoned babies, defilement, child mothers, and trafficking, in addition to lost children, 
children separated due to family conflict or imprisoned parent, street children, and a child involved in 
armed conflict. Thirty-two children also attended the drop-in center for UNICEF-supported lunches. 

 The ECCO street children outreach project in Eldoret reached 166 street children (116 boys and 50 
girls), most of whom were engaged in sports and recreational activities.  Ten children received 
counseling, eight received medical support, 21 received psychosocial and material support, and 32 
received life skills training.  Additional community mobilization activities in the slum areas are planned 
for December 2011.     

 The Child Welfare Society of Kenya (CWSK) continued the process of identifying, documenting, 
tracing, and reunifying separated children through active engagement with the Lodwar, the Kitale and 
the Eldoret street children population. From 31 October 2011 to date, CWSK begun identification of 
separated children, and has to date identified 91 separated children (72 boys and 19 girls). Nine 
children (eight boys and one girl) have been reunified with their families.   

 UNICEF played a key role in developing the media campaign and the strategy for the 16 Days of 
Activism to End Violence Against Women, which begun on 25 November 2011.  A key element of the 
Kenya-wide GBV strategy is to raise awareness and understanding of basic GBV issues. UNICEF’s 
involvement in the 16 Days of Activism will positively contribute to conveying GBV messages to rural 
communities through radio, as well as building awareness in urban areas through print and radio.  The 
main objectives are to increase awareness of preventative strategies and to build community based 
expectation and advocacy for improved service delivery.   

 UNICEF CP began the development of a pictorial messaging leaflet for distribution to rural women, 
IDPs and refugees. The objective of this exercise is to convey information on basic SGBV 
preventative methods and essential referral pathways. 

 
 
 
FUNDING  
 

 
Sector 

 
2011 Requirements (US$) 

Unfunded 

Amount Percent (%) 

Health 8,000,000 3,688,180 46% 

Nutrition 18,500,000 - - 

WASH 10,400,000 3,925,583 38% 

Education 5,500,000 - - 

Child 
Protection 

3,800,000 391,984 10% 

Cross 
sectoral: 

Emergency 
1,000,000 - - 

Cluster 
Coordination 

591,121 169,930 29% 

Total 47,791,121 2,725,976 6% 

 
NEXT SITREP: 

 

 Date of next monthly SitRep (extended version):  14 December 2011 
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 Date of next weekly SitRep: 07 December 2011 

 
For further information, please contact: 
 
Olivia Yambi 
Representative 
Kenya Country Office 
Country:  Kenya 
Tel: +254-722-520-227 
oyambi@unicef.org 

 
Madhavi Ashok 
Deputy Representative 
Kenya Country Office 
Country:  Kenya 
Tel: +254-722-529-714 
mashok@unicef.org 

 
Megan Gilgan 
Chief, Emerg/Field Ops 
Kenya Country Office 
Country:  Kenya 
Tel:  +254-722-529-351 
mgilgan@unicef.org 
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