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5 October 2012  

This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA DRC. It covers the 
period from 13 September to 5 October 2012.  
 

HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES  

 Continuing instability and increase in protection incidents across North Kivu, notably in Masisi, Walikale 
and Rutshuru.  

 North Kivu faces stark funding shortfall, with $9.9 million required to cover the needs of 274,000 people 
over next three months, according to the latest evaluation.  

 Non-food items distributed to tens of thousands of IDPs in Kanyaruchinya, Walikale, Beni and other 
areas.  

 More than 3,300 vulnerable children assisted by humanitarian partners for the new school year.  

 

I. Situation Overview 

 
Conflict among armed groups and 
widespread tensions continue across North 
Kivu, with violent clashes between rebel 
groups in Pinga and other areas, as well as 
the establishment of a de facto parallel 
administration by the M23 in Rutshuru. The 
continuing instability across the province is 
leading to a steady rise in violations against 
civilians, along with new waves of 
displacement and extensive humanitarian 
needs across the province.  
 
More than 260,000 people have now been 
displaced across North Kivu since the 
current crisis erupted in April 2012, and 
more than 60,000 people have become 
refugees in neighbouring Uganda (41,800) 
and Rwanda (20,000).  
 
Humanitarian needs remain high across all 
sectors, and aid organizations are 
continuing their response activities for 
internally displaced people (IDPs) and the 
vulnerable communities hosting them, as well as IDPs in 31 camps and 20 spontaneous sites across the 
province. In spite of severe access constraints and recurrent attacks against humanitarians, aid 
organizations have since mid-September distributed non-food items to tens of thousands of IDPs, carried out 
food and seedling distributions, provided water and sanitation to the displaced, and assisted more than 3,300 
vulnerable children for the new school year, among other projects.  
 
As part of a country-wide assessment of the most urgent priorities for the response across DRC, North Kivu 
has emerged as one of the provinces facing a stark funding shortfall: US$ 9.9 million are required to cover 
the life-saving emergency needs of 274,000 vulnerable people across North Kivu over the next three months, 
out of a total gap of $31 million for 2 million people across DRC. Among the priority zones of intervention 
across North Kivu, the humanitarian community has identified five priority areas facing the most critical 
funding gaps: Kalembe- Bibwe-Mpati-Mweso (Masisi Territory); Rubaya-Kinigi-Luke-Katoyi-Remeka-Ngungu 
(Masisi Territory); Mugunga-Sake-Bweremana (Masisi Territory); Kayna-Luofu-Miriki (Lubero Territory); and 
Kanyaruchinya (Nyiragongo Territory). 
 
Meanwhile the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) on 18 September appealed for 
$40 million to help 475,000 IDPs and refugees in the region. This includes $7.35 million for 400,000 IDPs in 
North Kivu, South Kivu and Orientale provinces, as well as $12.2 million for 25,000 refugees in Rwanda and 
$20 million for 50,000 refugees in Uganda.  
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II. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

 
POPULATION MOVEMENTS  
The town of Pinga, at the border of Walikale and Masisi territories, has been engulfed in violent clashes 
between the Mayi-Mayi Cheka and the Alliance for a Free and Sovereign Congo (APCLS) rebel groups since 
mid-September, triggering a new wave of displacement as some of the inhabitants have fled to surrounding 
villages on the Kalembe-Mweso road, the Kivuye-Mpati area and the Lukweti area. According to first 
estimates by humanitarian partners, around 1,100 new displaced households have arrived in the villages of 
Kalembe, Mweso and Kitchanga, in addition to 242 new households in the IDP camps of Kivuye (150) and 
Mpati (92).  
 
The southern part of the territory of Lubero has also seen large waves of displacement since early August, 
with 682 displaced families arriving in Vughovi where they are staying with 272 vulnerable households, 
according to a new registration by the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC).  
 

PROTECTION OF CIVILIANS 
Renewed clashes between rebel groups have led to increasingly high numbers of protection incidents in 
North Kivu over recent weeks, ranging from sexual violence to infringements on freedom and property rights. 
During the week of 26-31 August, 370 protection incidents were recorded by humanitarian partners. During 
the week of 16-22 September, 566 incidents were recorded, with a particularly strong rise in the territories of 
Masisi and Rutshuru. In recent weeks the reported violations have been mostly attributed to members of 
various armed groups (collectively around 33%) and to unidentified armed men (around 30%), while around 
25% have been attributed to Congolese military (FARDC).  
 
The humanitarian community is working to respond to protection alerts, and to build networks of support and 
follow-up for the victims of violence. Among the initiatives currently underway, the NGO Johanniter is training 
125 community focal points and health workers in Kitchanga on the psychological and medical response for 
the victims of sexual violence; and in Masisi, the NGO Save the Children has just completed a training for 
government, army and police workers on sexual violence legislation. 
 
  
 
 
 

 EMERGENCY SHELTER AND NON-FOOD ITEMS 
Humanitarian partners are working to bring emergency shelter and non-food items (NFI) to displaced people 
and other vulnerable groups in IDP sites, camps and areas of displacement across the province.  
 
With funding from the ‘Réponse Rapide aux Mouvements de Population’ (RRMP) programme, the NGO 
Solidarités International has distributed non-food items to 10,921 households (around 55,000 people) in the 
IDP site of Kanyarunchinya, outside Goma. 
 
The NGO Caritas is currently distributing NFI kits to 13,765 displaced households in nine camps and five 
spontaneous IDP sites in the area of Kitchanga, Mweso and surroundings. In Walikale, the NGO Solidarités 
International on 22 September completed a series of NFI fairs that benefited 2,382 IDP, returnee and host 
households in Ndjingala, Mutakato and Ngora/Wenga. In Beni, the NGO Programme d’Appui aux Pygmées 
(PAP RDC) on 21 September distributed NFI kits to 669 displaced households and host families in 
Mambasa/Mabono.  
 

FOOD SECURITY  
The World Food Programme (WFP) and NRC are organizing a USAID-funded food fair for the 57,000 IDPs 
living in the Kanyarunchinya site from 12 September to 3 October. WFP and its partner International 
Emergency and Development Aid (IEDA Relief) also distributed food to 1,038 displaced households and host 
families on the Walikale-Nyasi road on 17-22 September.   
 
The NGOs Oxfam and Solidarités International are currently distributing cassava seedlings for 900 
households in Kitchanga and Mweso, and the NGO Welthungerhilfe is distributing seedlings to 3,000 
vulnerable households in Bukumbirwa and Rusamambo, in Walikale Territory. 
 

566 
Number of protection incidents reported by 

humanitarian partners in North Kivu during the week of 16-22 September. 
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The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), meanwhile, is working with its implementing partners to 
distribute seedlings and equipment, as well as training communities on farming techniques. Plants, seedlings 
and tools have been distributed to 2,000 households in Walikale Territory (through the NGO Associazione 
Volontari per il Servizio Internazionale, or AVSI), 1,600 households in South Lubero Territory (through the 
NGO Care), and another 250 households in Masisi (through Care).   
 

 WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 
The major priorities on the WASH side are the prevention of cholera outbreaks, the provision of a minimum 
WASH package for newly displaced people in spontaneous and public sites, and the provision of water to the 
most vulnerable groups. Ongoing initiatives include the ‘Programme de promotion des soins de santé 
primaire’ (PPSSP) which has started building a 110 square metre water adduction system in Bukama, near 
the town of Mweso.  
 

 EDUCATION 
With the new school year underway, many children’s return to the classrooms has been delayed as schools 
were used by armed groups, occupied by displaced families, or damaged by the conflict. In response to this, 
humanitarian partners are currently assisting more than 3,300 vulnerable children from displaced 
communities through the rehabilitation of destroyed and damaged schools, the distribution of school kits and 
other initiatives.  
 
Save the Children is providing school kits for 2,000 children in the territories of Masisi and Mweso, and NRC 
is supporting ten primary schools in Sud Lubero with new classrooms and latrines. Meanwhile in the area of 
Ngungu and the Masisi centre-Nyabiondo axis, the local NGO ‘Union paysanne pour un développement rural 
intégré’ (UPADERI) has distributed school kits to 77 children formerly associated with armed forces or armed 
groups, as part of a project supported by UNICEF.   
 
In Rutshuru, projects are underway to rehabilitate schools damaged by the conflict or occupied by IDPs who 
fled the July clashes between the M23 and FARDC. The NGO International Rescue Committee (IRC) has 
delivered 200 tables and other equipment to 12 schools, and AVSI has distributed school kits to 340 children 
in Rutshuru, Karambi, Jomba, Rubare, Rumangabo, and Rugari. 
 

 HEALTH 
Health needs are widespread across the province, from the establishment of mobile clinics for IDPs to 
cholera control and the training of additional medical personnel. The NGO Merlin is currently training 52 
health workers on neonatal and emergency obstetrician care in the Binza and Rutshuru health zones. In the 
Masisi health zone, Save the Children launched a new project on 12 September to support health structures, 
as well as a new nutritional response project financed by the Pooled Fund for a period of six months. 
 

III. Coordination 

 
OCHA is working closely with partners to coordinate the humanitarian response in North Kivu, including the 
analysis of priority needs across DRC and the identification of key areas of intervention for the 2013 
Humanitarian Action Plan for DRC, which was discussed at a workshop in Kinshasa during the week of 24 
September.  
 
Mr. Moustapha Soumaré, the new Humanitarian Coordinator for the DRC, took up his position on 2 October 
2012 and met with humanitarian partners in Kinshasa on 5 October. Meanwhile OCHA is supporting the 
ICGLR International Conference on the Great Lakes Region (ICGLR) as it sets up a Humanitarian Trust 
Fund to help victims of the humanitarian crisis in the region.  
 

IV. Funding 

 
As of 5 October, the 2012 Humanitarian Action Plan had received US$403 million out of the $791 million 
required for the humanitarian response in the Democratic Republic of Congo.  
 
 
 
 
 

791 million 
requested (US$) 

51% 
funded 
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All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform FTS of cash and 
in-kind contributions by sending an e-mail to: fts@un.org. 
 

VI. Contact 

 
Goma: Anne-France White, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, white5@un.org, + 243 971015446.  
Kinshasa: Yvon Edoumou, Public Information Officer, OCHA-DRC, edoumou@un.org, +243 97 000 3750 
Kinshasa: Niels Stassyns, stassyns@un.org, +243 97 000 3772 
 
For more information, please visit http://rdc-humanitaire.net or www.unocha.org  
To be added or deleted from this sitrep mailing list, please e-mail:lobota@un.org 
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