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Agricultural Season 2016/2017: 

Targeted areas size: 

Agricultural sector Size/million fd 

 

Rain fed 38.5 

Irrigated 3.6 

Total 42.1 

 

Among other target areas for different crops amounted to 42.1 million acres for the season 

2016/2017 details as follows : 

Irrigated sector estimated as 3.632 million acres and rainfed about 38.498 million feddans . 
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Highlights: 

 

- Estimated areas to be cultivated for season 2016/ 2017 is 42.1 million feddans . 

- The lean period for this season began in March, unusually due to the impact of El Nino . 

- Cereal prices curve was higher by 25 per cent compared to the same period of the previous 

year, while the prices of animals decreased by 20%. 

- The growing influx of refugees from South Sudan, their number reached 221.322 

- Nutrition situation: high incidence of malnutrition in some States. 

- An increasing pressure on the provision of humanitarian aid in a timely manner as a result 

of the influx of refugees from South Sudan. 
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Overview for season 2016/2017: 

 

Food security indicators: 

1. Rains: 

According to preliminary readings of rainfall prediction, it is expected to be less than average in 

some areas. 

 

 Prediction of rainfall till 6 of May 2016 

2.Cereal and animal prices: 

Cereals: In the period between March and April monthly food grain prices rose ranged from 5 to 

13 per cent in some major markets localities of the states of North Kordofan , North Darfur , 

South Darfur and South Kordofan due to increased demand for domestic consumption with 

decreasing contained markets. While prices have stabilized in most localities the states of 

Khartoum , Blue Nile , Northern and River Nile states because of the relative stability in imports. 

The price drop was observed in some markets, the main production areas of the country such as 

Gedaref , Al Jazeera , and the White Nile proportion of relatively low demand for the purpose of 

border trade with a private South Sudan state after the re- closure of the border. Prices for the 

month of April 2016 rates were higher by 25 per cent compared to the same period last year, 

while the average rate exceeded the last five years by 65 percent. 

Animals: Due to ALnino and its negative effect on animal production and pasture conditions, 

the producers started to sell their animals with lower prices than normal and the percentage of 

decrease estimated at 205 on average.  
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3.Nutritional status: 

According to preliminary results of the interim classification of the US, which ranked in the third 

stage was where malnutrition rates are as follows : 

 Southern Kordofan : GAM rate is 14.17 %. 

 North Kordofan : GAM rate is ranging between 2.6 - %15.5 %.  

 Central Darfur: GAM rate is ranging between 5.5 % - 25.3 %. 

4.Border trade: 

 The trade volume across the border between Uganda , Sudan and Ethiopia with South Sudan 

during the first quarter of 2016 is relatively low compared with the average trading volume last 

three years because of restrictions on conflict-related trade as well as the deteriorating 

economic conditions in South Sudan . 

 There is a negative impact on cereal production in the 2015/2016 season due to El Nino in East 

Africa (Sudan and South Sudan and Ethiopia) and positive in Uganda, Burundi, Kenya and 

Somalia. 

 Sorghum exports from Uganda to South Sudan between the fourth quarter of 2015 and the first 

quarter of 2016 is less compared to the same period during 2015. 

 Sudan’s exports of sorghum to Eritrea and South Sudan increased during the last quarter of 

2015 and the first quarter of 2016 due to increased demand as well as the main production 

areas in Sudan are neiobering consumption areas in Eritrea and South Sudan . 

Lean Season: 

Lean season usually begins in Sudan between ( June-September ), but this season it began as 

early as first of April due to the occurrence of El Nino phenomenon and the negative impact on 

crops and animals. The impact is as follows: 

 Increase the number of people suffering from food insecurity. 

 Change in the livelihood of pastoralists and farmers to mining, trade and marginal business. 

 Also, the widening food gap in South Sudan and the deteriorating food security situation has 

had a negative impact on food security, especially in the border states . 

Scenarios of the lean season: 

 Difficulty in accessing markets and delivering humanitarian aid to some states . 

 Rising staple food prices. 

 Fluctuating balance of commodity exchange (Term of trade) -TOT. 

 Poor purchasing power. 

 Outbreaks of water-related diseases (malaria, diarrhea ) . 

 Deterioration in livelihood strategies (Copy mechanism). 

Precaution arrangements necessary to address the situation: 

 Facilitate access to the markets and develop market structures. 

 Put Precaution policies to control rising food commodities prices. 

 Capacity building for disaster response. 

 Establishment of early warning system and support the knowledge of disasters and learn to 

deal with it. 

 Further efforts to address malnutrition. 

 Develop policies to remedy the effects of El Nino and climate change. 

 Resorting and sustaining livelihood assets for those who affected. 


