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RECOMMENDATIONSKEY MESSAGES

FOOD INSECURITY AND DISPLACEMENT IN THE REGION - June 2016

FSNWG MONTHLY UPDATE: Food & Nutrition Security Situation (As of 4 July 2016)

• The June 2016 FSNWG update indicates that 
approximately 28 million people in the Horn of Africa 
region are severely food insecure (IPC Phase 3 Crisis 
and Phase 4 Emergency) in selected countries and are 
in need of urgent humanitarian assistance. The 
majority of them are in Ethiopia (10.2), South Sudan 
(4.8), DRC (4.5) and Sudan (4.4). Key areas of concern 
remain the northeastern parts of Ethiopia previously 
hit by drought, parts of Sudan, northern Somalia, 
Djibouti, and Karamoja in Uganda.
• The nutrition situation remains precarious in the 
region. Expected target admissions for severe acute 
malnutrition remain the same in most countries within 
the region. An exemption is the increase of target 
admissions in Ethiopia that saw in increase from 1.44 
million children acutely malnourished (450,000 
severely) to 1.96 million children (458,000 severely). 
Most countries will reach their peak in admissions in 
the coming months, as the lean season has started. 
Several countries in the region, including Sudan, 
South Sudan and Ethiopia, have seen earlier increases 
in admissions indicating that the lean season has 
started earlier compared to previous years. It is also 
anticipated that overall admissions for severe acute 
malnutrition will have increased compared to 
previous years. 
• The main drivers of food insecurity and malnutrition, 
significantly affecting the most vulnerable households 
in the region remain conflict and insecurity (new, 
protracted and intercommunal) in the Greater Upper 
Nile states, unity, lakes, Jonglei, Unity and Warrap of 
South Sudan, eastern Darfur region and central North, 
South Kordofan and Blue Nile states of Sudan, 
south-central Somalia; climate impact of the 2015/16 
El Nino with recurring droughts, especially northeast-
ern parts of Ethiopia, parts of Sudan, northern 
Somalia, Djibouti, and Karamoja, and floods especially 
in parts of Kenya, Somalia, Sudan and Uganda, 
resulting in reduced production; economic shocks 
(high food prices and inflation) particularly in South 
Sudan, Djibouti and Burundi, and other inherent 
vulnerability factors. Food insecurity and conflicts 
exacerbate an already vulnerable nutrition situation of 
children due to inadequate infant and young child 
feeding practices and disease burden in the region.
• The June to September 2016 forecast favors an 
overall recovery of livelihoods devastated by the 
2015/2016 El Niño event. The FSNWG will continue 
monitoring the situation through regular regional 
updates. 

The FSNWG urges further coordinated planning by all 
concerned stakeholders to respond to the current life and 
livelihood threatening situation:
1. Governments, UN, NGOs, IGAD and AU to increase 
coordinated resource mobilization efforts to enhance key 
preparedness, early warning and response action for the 
projected La Niña evolving situation in the fourth quarter 
of 2016, including regular risk analysis, updating and 
implementation of national contingency plans for drought 
and flood response.
2. Prepare for a deterioration of the humanitarian situation 
in the conflict affected areas of countries with underfund-
ed humanitarian and/or refugee response plans, by 
further developing regional multi-country contingency 
plans with aligned scenario planning and analysis. For 
countries that were affected by El Niño and activated 
contingency plans and taskforces, maintain their taskforc-
es to further prepare for the developing La Niña situation 
towards the end of the year. 
3. Scale-up integrated multi-sectoral emergency 
response, recovery and resilience building interventions 
including cash transfers/social safety nets, market based 
intervention, nutrition supplies, water, sanitation, health, 
provision of animal fodder and seeds, destocking and 
plan for recovery activities, cross border coordination to 
address disease outbreaks.
4. Increase coordinated partnerships with the private 
sector in addressing these challenges through innovation 
and the maximum use of technology, allowing a growing 
role for the private sector in preparedness and response. 
5. Develop common protocols for clear and accountable 
decision making processes, roles and responsibilities for 
early warning and early response action by decision 
makers at the local, national, regional and global level.
6. Implement a risk management approach including 
clear coordination of early action funding and flexible risk 
financing under local government, alignment with 
ongoing development programming, and the use of 
funds for preparedness mechanisms considering both 
rapid and slow onset disasters with communities, local 
governments and national governments. 

The June to September 2016 forecast with strengthening of La Niña event which is projected at 75% probability in the third and fourth 
quarters of this year could lead to persistence of a humanitarian crisis in the GHA region. Most areas affected by the 2015/2016 El Niño 
driven drought in the northern sector are largely expected to boost overall agricultural and livestock production and hence improve their 
food and nutrition security as of the main harvest in July and August, favoring the overall recovery of these areas. However, flood 
occurrence due to enhanced rainfall in parts of Sudan, South Sudan, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Djibouti and western Kenya, may pose particular risk 
to vulnerable populations in the flood prone low land areas along river banks, lakes as well as to farming communities, with potential 
negative impacts such as loss of lives, displacement of population, destruction of properties and infrastructure, interruption of access to 
basic social services (schools, health facilities and markets), as well as outbreaks of water and vector borne diseases. La Niña is likely to 
bring new drought and induced food insecurity associated with significant socio-economic losses in many sectors particularly agriculture, 
nutrition, health and energy within the equatorial sector of GHA region, including large part of Uganda and the coastal areas stretching 
from Somalia, Kenya and part of Tanzania. The Countries and areas impacted by enhanced rains during the 2015/16 El Niño phase are 
likely to be in drought phase and vice-versa. 

LOOKING FORWARD

Governments and partners including UN and NGOs have provided humanitarian assistance (mainly food, nutrition and water), reallocated 
development funding, strengthened systems for social protection, food security, nutrition, and basic social services, and enhanced 
resilience efforts in the most affected areas to mitigate the impacts of the drought and floods. The situation however continues to surpass 
coping capacities in the most affected countries. Whereas progress has been made in the funding for appeals, Refugee Response Plans 
(RPPs) continue to be the worst funded humanitarian appeals in the region despite the large numbers of refugees (See graphic below). It 
is required to continue scaling up to meet increasing needs and now also prepare for the expected worsening conditions related to the 
much anticipated La Nina during the last quarter of 2016. Humanitarian community and development partners need to step up efforts 
towards strengthening of preparedness to La Nina in the region.  

RESPONSE TO DATE

Source: OCHA FTS (http://fts.unocha.org)
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