
How does Frontex joint 
            operation Triton support 
search and rescue operations?

Frontex does not replace border control activities at the EU’s external borders but it 
provides additional technical equipment and border guards to EU countries that face 
an increased migratory pressure. Triton is a joint Frontex Operation. 

All vessels, helicopters and aircrasts provided by Frontex operate under the command 
of the Italian authorities and the Ministry of Interior.

Frontex does not have its own equipment but it relies on the vessels, boats and 
helicopters as well as border guards provided by various EU Member States. 
The officers' transportation costs, basic maintenance and daily allowance are also 
covered by Frontex. 

Step by step example of search and rescue operation supported by Frontex Joint Operation Triton
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1. National border guards 
patrol the sea border by 
plane with Frontex.

When a plane detects a boat carrying 
migrants, the crew assesses whether 
they are  in distress and informs the ICC1  

(International Coordination Centre)

A migrant boat makes a distress call directly 
to the national search and rescue centre, 
the MRCC (Maritime Coordinating Search and 
Rescue Centre).

A private or military vessel detects a boat 
in distress and informs the MRCC 

In Italy, the MRCC is managed by the Italian Coast Guard. During a joint 
operation, all Frontex resources fall under their search and rescue (SAR) 
command.2 Using  AIS (Alarm Indication Signal) signalling, the coast guard 
can see all vessels in the area. They call the nearest and/or best equipped 
SAR vessel to approach a boat in distress and begin search and rescue.  

Once rescued, migrants 
are taken to Italy.

The national authorities conduct the immigration process (fingerprinting and identification), 
with Frontex support. They also process asylum claims. In addition, Frontex helps the Italian 
authorities screen migrants to establish their name and origin and debriefs them, with their permission, 
to gather information about the smugglers such as fees and routes. 
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1. The ICC consists of the national authorities (Italian Guardia di Finanza and Coast Guard and 
  representatives of all the national authorities deploying their vessels, or planes to Triton). 

2 Every country with a maritime border is responsible for conducting search and rescue on its 
  waters and has an MRCC. 


