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Forest peoples and indigenous organisations in Asia, Africa and South and Central 
America have made considerable progress over the last year in their work to secure their 
rights. Forest Peoples Programme has continued to support forest peoples’ efforts to 
gain ownership of their lands, aiming to ensure their voices are heard across the complex 
political and social global landscape as they assert their human rights. The continued 
work, challenges and achievements of forest peoples are highlighted throughout this 
annual review and we would like to acknowledge and thank all who have made the 
significant progress achieved in 2014 possible.
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Director’s Message

Nearly all forests across the globe are inhabited. The peoples who live there have 
customary rights and have developed ways of life and traditional knowledge that are 
attuned to their forest environments. Yet, forest policies commonly treat forests as empty 
lands controlled by the State and available for development, colonisation, logging, 
plantations, dams, mines, oil wells, gas pipelines and agribusiness. 

These encroachments often force peoples out of their forest homes. Many conservation 
schemes to establish wilderness reserves also deny forest peoples’ rights. Forest Peoples 
Programme (FPP) supports forest peoples and indigenous organisations to promote an 
alternative vision of how forests should be managed and controlled, based on respect for 
the rights of the peoples who know them best.

Promoting Policy Convergence to Secure 
Human Rights and Forests 
In 2014, numerous global initiatives to save forests were stepped up 
amidst unabated forest loss. Are these efforts now heading towards 
convergence and real transformation in the forest landscape?

Ultimately, the deepest forest values stem from those peoples who 
live and love their forests in their practice of rotational agriculture 
and other traditional occupations. Securing these local forest values 
should be the foundation for reaping the abundance of forest 
values enjoyed by the rest of the world.

Whilst discussing “Drivers of Deforestation and Human Rights” in 
Palangka Raya, Indonesia, indigenous and forest peoples affirmed 
that there is hope in securing and restoring forests when their 
rights and livelihoods are respected and protected as a central 
strategy. Approaches that prioritise forest conservation, watershed 
protection, timber legality, climate mitigation or zero deforestation, 
and that continue to treat the forests as resources that are empty or separate from forest peoples are 
continually met with failure. 

Forest Peoples Programme’s annual report for 2014 focuses on news from many communities in countries 
where there are contested approaches and values in implementing forest plans and policies. Yet forest 
peoples are making strong efforts to assert their rights. Different global and national policy arenas with 
long-term consequences for forest peoples are also covered. These include the Convention on Biological 
Diversity’s Plan of Action to support customary sustainable use practices of indigenous peoples and local 
communities, and the World Bank’s revised Social and Environmental Safeguards. Also highlighted are 
testimonies made to forest carbon funds, to the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and to the 
World Parks Congress on the human rights abuses caused by REDD+ projects, mining and national parks.

Indonesia’s two largest palm oil companies, Asia Pulp and Paper (APP) and its sister palm oil company, 
Golden Agri Resources (GAR) have made pledges to “zero deforestation”. Their community-level practices 
are examined regarding respect for free prior and informed consent and customary tenure, land use and 
management. 

Community-based monitoring of human rights obligations and commitments made by governments, 
private corporations, investors and development agencies has been effective. This approach is being used 
to track the impacts of economic development, the environment and climate programmes on the lives 
of forest peoples in Cameroon, DRC, Liberia, Kenya, Malaysia, and the Colombian Amazon. In Guyana, the 
Wapichan people have developed a detailed land tenure monitoring system which serves many purposes 
of territorial management, resolving land conflicts, assessing timber legality and securing land claims. 
Gender monitoring will also be strengthened as part of community-based monitoring work. 

All this work was made possible thanks to the continuing support of our various funders and collaborators, 
who share our commitment to respecting forest peoples’ rights as an imperative in meaningful forest 
policy and action. More power to all of us in 2015 and in the coming years.

Goals
  Get the rights and 

interests of forest peoples 
recognised in laws, 
policies and programmes

  Support forest peoples to 
build their own capacities 
to claim and exercise their 
human rights

  Counter top-down 
policies and projects that 
threaten the rights of 
forest peoples

  Promote community-
based sustainable forest 
management

  Ensure equity, counter 
discrimination and 
promote gender justice

  Inform NGO actions on 
forests in line with forest 
peoples’ visions

  Link up indigenous and 
forest peoples’ 
movements at the 
regional and international 
levels.

Mission
  Forest Peoples 

Programme supports the 
rights of peoples who live 
in forests and depend on 
them for their livelihoods. 
We work to create 
political space for forest 
peoples to secure their 
rights, control their lands 
and decide their own 
futures.

Vision
  Forests are owned and 

controlled by forest 
peoples in ways that 
ensure sustainable 
livelihoods, equity and 
well-being based on 
respect for their rights, 
knowledge, cultures and 
identities.
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Our Global Reach
We support forest peoples in South and Central America, Africa, and Asia to secure 
their rights, build up their own organisations and negotiate with governments and 
companies to uphold their Free, Prior and Informed Consent. 

London
Holding the UK 
Government 
accountable for UK 
funds and investments 
affecting forest peoples’ 
rights

Montreal
Working with 
indigenous peoples 
to implement global 
commitments on 
customary sustainable 
use of natural resources

Peru
Working in 
solidarity with forest 
peoples to legally 
secure their forest 
territories

Washington
Pressing for 
strengthened 
safeguard compliance 
mechanisms at the 
World Bank

Uganda
Supporting the Batwa 
and seeking support for 
the Benet of Mt Elgon

Bangladesh
Working with the 
Sundarbans forest 
community to develop 
community-based 
monitoring and 
knowledge-sharing

Nepal
Promoting the role of 
indigenous women in 
political participation

Central African 
Republic
Promoting poverty 
alleviation in REDD 
pilot areas by 
protecting forest 
communities’ rights

Malaysia
Exploring the drivers of 
deforestation and land 
grabs

South East Asia
Consolidating a regional network of Human 
Rights Commissions and supporters to protect 
rights in the face of agribusiness

Thailand
Supporting research 
and action to 
recognise and 
protect Karen 
rotational farming 

Philippines
Supporting 
communities facing 
palm oil land grabs

Indonesia
Holding palm oil and 
pulpwood companies 
accountable to industry 
sustainability standards

New York
Pressing for effective 
implementation of UN 
standards

Brazil
Developing legal case 
to defend land rights 
and end impunity 
for violence against 
indigenous peoples

Panama
Supporting the Guna 
people to document 
their traditional 
knowledge and protect 
their natural resources

Colombia
Working in solidarity 
with indigenous and 
Afro-descendant 
communities to demand 
respect for free, prior 
and informed consent

Guyana
Working with 
indigenous peoples 
to challenge 
destructive mining, 
secure land rights 
and develop community forest monitoring

Bonn
Working with 
indigenous peoples 
to promote respect 
for rights in the UN 
Climate Convention 
and supporting their 
participation in the 
Intergovernmental 
Platform on Biodiversity 
and Ecosystem Services 
(IPBES)

Brussels
Promoting EU action to prevent the import 
of illegal commodities that harm forests and 
people

Suriname
Progressing cases with 
the Inter-American 
Court of Human Rights

Liberia
Working with forest 
communities impacted 
by palm oil to secure 
their rights to their 
lands

Kenya
Supporting the 
Ogiek of Mt Elgon 
and the Sengwer of 
Embobut Forest

Cameroon
Helping Baka and 
Bagyeli secure their 
rights to their forest 
lands and resources

Costa Rica
Taking legal action with 
indigenous partners 
to challenge dam 
construction and illegal 
occupation

Democratic Republic of Congo
Working with communities to promote 

poverty alleviation 
in REDD pilot areas 
through supporting 
protection for 
forest communities’ 
customary land and 
livelihood rights
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Pushing Back on Dilution of World Bank Safeguards
The influence of the World Bank 
safeguards on the way that both 
public and private finance is invested 
in developing countries is enormous. 
FPP, along with many partners and 
allies, have therefore been closely 
tracking the review and update of the 
World Bank safeguards since it was 
initiated in 2012.

In 2014 there were significant 
developments. Phase One of the 
consultations came to a close, 
although indigenous peoples’ 
organisations and FPP raised serious 
concerns about the methodology of 
those consultations in a letter4 to the 
World Bank. Finally in July 2014 the 
Bank released the first draft of the 
proposed new Environmental and 
Social Framework and the ten draft 

‘Environmental and Social Standards’, 
which would form a benchmark for 
any borrower taking loans from the 
Bank. FPP and many of our long-term 
partners were seriously disappointed 
in this draft5, viewing it as a 
significant weakening of the Bank’s 
earlier safeguards. 

FPP has worked with partners in 
Africa, Asia and South and Central 
America to raise awareness among 
indigenous peoples’ organisations 
about the weaknesses in the Bank’s 
new alternative approach6 and other 
key weaknesses in the draft including 
exemptions to the application of land 
acquisition standards. 

This included local capacity building 
on IFI safeguards in Sagada, 
Philippines, where 20 young 

leaders participated in training on 
World Bank, International Finance 
Corporation and Asian Development 
Bank standards. The participants 
released a powerful statement to the 
World Bank regarding its ongoing 
safeguard review. FPP also facilitated 
a preparatory meeting of indigenous 
peoples and civil society allies in 
South Africa to provide space for 
indigenous peoples’ representatives 
to discuss the proposed revisions, 
and supported similar consultation 
preparations in Berlin and London. 
We worked closely with human rights 
mechanisms, both regionally and 
internationally (including the African 
Commission) to gain expert input 
and advice relating to the treatment 
of indigenous peoples’ rights in the 
World Bank review. 

The Convention on Biological Diversity Makes 
Progress on Customary Sustainable Use
FPP and partners have been closely involved in 
promoting Article 10(c) of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity (CBD) on customary sustainable 
use of biodiversity by indigenous peoples and local 
communities for several years. A milestone moment 
was the adoption of a global Plan of Action on 
Customary Sustainable Use. A key focus in the coming 
years will be to actively promote and support the 
implementation and monitoring of this action plan at 
the (sub)national and local levels.

In 2014, one of the main goals of indigenous 
peoples engaging in the CBD was to ensure that its 
mid-term review of progress1 in implementation of 
the 2011-2020 Strategic Plan for Biodiversity2 would 
include their contributions, views and specific needs 
and concerns, and that the assessments would be 

based on diverse sources of knowledge, including 
traditional knowledge (rather than conventional 
western/technical science only). They were successful 
in contributing to the 4th Global Biodiversity Outlook 
(GBO4) and to the COP12 deliberations related 
to the mid-term review. Various COP12 Decisions 
acknowledged the value of community-level initiatives 
and actions, including their work on community-based 
monitoring. 

Parties to the CBD also agreed to use the term 
“Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities (IPLCs)” 
in the future, updating the Convention’s language 
of “Indigenous and Local Communities (ILCs)”. This 
marked a step forward in the recognition and respect 
of Indigenous Peoples’ fundamental identity and 
distinction as “peoples”.

Call to Action to Stem Global 
Deforestation
Challenging flawed analyses of 
deforestation, FPP commissioned 
a global community review of 
deforestation drivers in nine countries. 
The evaluation of deforestation, 
impacting on community forests in 
tropical countries, involved detailed 
assessments of the direct and 
underlying causes of forest destruction 
such as insecure or absent recognition 
of customary land tenure, weak 
governance, harmful commodity supply 
chains and unsustainable patterns of 
consumption and global trade.

Many deforestation assessments 
sponsored by the UN and World Bank, 
as well as new company policies on ‘zero 
deforestation’, demonstrate a worrying 
lack of understanding of local customary 
forest management and rotational 
farming, and use flawed definitions and 
methodologies.

Community leaders presented initial 
findings of the country studies in a 
major global workshop held in Palangka 
Raya, Indonesia in March 2014, which 
was co-organised and hosted by local 
organisations Pusaka and Pokker 
SHK along with FPP. Participants, 

including 60 representatives of forest 
peoples from nine countries, gave 
powerful testimonies on the impacts 
of deforestation on their rights and 
livelihoods that culminated in direct 
dialogue with governments and 
international agencies.

They issued a major call to action in 
the Palangka Raya Declaration3 which 
urges States and international forest 
and climate initiatives to adopt stronger 
measures to title and secure community 
forest lands and enforce stricter 
controls to prevent land grabbing by 
agribusiness and extractive companies. 

The global overview report ‘Securing 
Forests, Securing Rights’, along with 
critical national level reports, resonated 
with indigenous peoples’ organisations 
and social movements at UNFCCC 
COP20 held in Lima, Peru in December 
2014. Forest peoples and their allies 
from South and Central America, Asia 
and Africa reaffirmed their commitment 
to challenge deforestation at all levels 
and promote community-driven, rights-
based alternatives for protecting forests 
and curbing climate change. 

“We call for a change in policy to put rights and justice at the centre of deforestation efforts!”
Palangka Raya Declaration, 2014 endorsed by 150 forest communities, forest peoples’ organisations and NGOs worldwide

http://bankonhumanrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Consultations_letter_11.25.14-Final.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/world-bank/news/2014/11/world-bank-s-consultations-big-failure
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/world-bank/news/2014/11/world-bank-s-consultations-big-failure
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/safeguard-accountablility-issues/news/2014/07/press-release-world-bank-moves-undermine-rights
http://www.forestpeoples.org/enewsletters/fpp-e-newsletter-october-2014/news/2014/10/cbd-cop12-support-indigenous-peoples-customa
http://www.forestpeoples.org/enewsletters/fpp-e-newsletter-october-2014/news/2014/10/cbd-cop12-support-indigenous-peoples-customa
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/climate-forests/news/2014/03/palangka-raya-declaration-deforestation-and-rights-forest-people
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Global Action: Promoting Rights-Based Solutions to  
Climate Change
Indigenous leaders again highlighted the impacts 
of climate change and deforestation on the rights of 
indigenous peoples worldwide at the 20th Conference of 
the Parties of the UN Convention on Climate Change, in 
December 2014. The beginning of the People’s Summit 
on Climate Justice featured a wide range of initiatives 
organised by indigenous peoples’ organisations in Lima, 
including a major public hearing jointly sponsored by FPP 
and AIDESEP. Indigenous forest peoples came together 
from all around the tropics at the Museum of Arts of 
Lima to provide testimonies about increasing pressures 
on their forest territories stemming from unsustainable 
commodity production and illegal land grabbing. The UN 
Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

underlined the need for greater protections for the rights 
of forest peoples. 

Through work with like-minded European NGOs and 
forest networks, FPP encouraged the EU to adopt an 
action plan on deforestation and forest degradation, to 
address the human rights and environmental impacts 
of commodities, the EU being the largest importer of 
“embodied deforestation” worldwide. FPP will continue to 
work together with indigenous peoples’ organisations in 
the lead up to the UN Climate Conference in Paris to urge 
EU institutions and member States to adopt responsible 
and rights-based policies on climate change and forest 
product supply chains.

Women Take Action to Address 
Illegal Mining 
In 2014, the Palenque Alto Cauca participated in a four-day historic women’s 
march from the Consejo Comunitario of La Toma, Suárez to Bogotá. They 
demanded action to: stop illegal mining in the ancestral territories of northern 
Cauca; apply Constitutional Court orders to uphold consultation and consent 
prior to any mining activities affecting ancestral territories; and revoke mining 
concessions that have not followed due process (with regards to consultation 
and consent). A four-day occupation of the Ministry of the Interior and further 
negotiations led to a series of agreements to address the women’s demands in 
2015. 

Throughout 2014, FPP has 
supported projects across the 
globe to promote and secure 
indigenous women’s rights led 
by our partners in Argentina, 
Colombia, Mexico, Uganda, 
Cameroon, DRC and Nepal.

Women’s march to Bogotá 
to defend their ancestral 
territories

The Whakatane Mechanism
In collaboration with key players from IUCN, FPP and partners successfully 
launched the Whakatane Mechanism7 at the World Parks Congress in Sydney 
in November 2014. Clear evidence of the results gained through Whakatane 
processes led to the Congress endorsing the continued development of the 
mechanism as part of a wider call to ensure “that rights-based approaches and 
international standards of justice are applied in all conservation programmes”.

World Heritage Sites and Indigenous Peoples’ Rights by IWGIA, FPP and 
Gundjeihmi Aboriginal Corporation was also launched at the Congress. 
Featuring 20 case studies of sites from around the world, it documents 
indigenous peoples’ experiences with World Heritage sites and the 
processes of the World Heritage Convention from a human rights 
perspective.

Driving Standards: 
the ASI Standard 
FPP has supported the 
ongoing development of 
a voluntary certification 
standard for the aluminium 
industry under the banner of 
the ‘Aluminium Stewardship 
Initiative,’ together with 
Estebancio Castro from the 
International Alliance of 
Indigenous and Tribal Peoples 
of the Tropical Forests and 
Indigenous Peoples Links 
(PIPLinks). The draft Standard8 
incorporates human rights 
due diligence and a specific 
focus on the rights of 
indigenous peoples.

Women’s Global 
Rights Workshop 
Throughout 2014, we worked 
closely with our partners to 
organise a women’s rights 
workshop in Chiang Mai 
in Thailand, which took 
place in February 2015. 
This offered a platform for 
indigenous women from over 
20 countries to discuss the 
challenges they face along 
with their communities in 
relation to their land rights. 
You can find out more on our 
website9.

“I wish to see many of us continue in solidarity, continue to monitor our forests, our rivers 
and our seas... I wish to see many of us continue to stand up and speak out about the human 
rights violations when we try to talk, the smear campaigns, the killing, the imprisonment of 
our people.”
Sharon Atkinson, Amerindian Peoples’ Association, Guyana.

http://whakatane-mechanism.org/
http://aluminium-stewardship.org/
http://www.forestpeoples.org/faceted_search/results/Chiang%20mai%20workshop
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Rapid expansion of oil palm plantations in South East Asia is being driven by rising global 
demand for edible oils and bio fuels. Weak governance has provided little protection for 
forest peoples’ rights as recognised in international and customary laws. Throughout 
2014, FPP continued to support forest peoples to seek justice to address land conflicts 
and widespread human rights abuses.

Working to Secure Forest 
Peoples’ Rights in Asia

have been piloting these new approaches to make sure 
that forest peoples’ rights really are upheld. 

Tracking GAR subsidiary, PT Kartika Prima Cipta, FPP found 
the company failed to act on the problems we identified 
in mid 2013. We issued a, report10 in 2014 showing that 
the company was taking the communities’ land without 
informed consent and was imposing the High Carbon 
Stocks approach with minimal explanations, leading to 
mistrust and confusion. 

Those villages that have already been persuaded to release 
land for oil palm plantations are now experiencing a 
shortage of land.

“There is not much unused land left now, as we have 
used it all for rubber and oil palm... The truth is there is 
really not enough land....” “The main message for you 
from this community is: it’s enough, we don’t want to 
release any more land!” Village community members

Steering change
Admitting that reforms were needed, GAR made renewed 
promises that it would improve its land acquisition 
process. They offered assurances that they would roll this 
reformed process out to their other 19 named subsidiaries 
planning to establish oil palm plantations in line with the 
requirements of the industry standard, the Roundtable on 
Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO). Tardily, GAR then began to 
do this, but in a surreal move, it simultaneously applied 
to the RSPO to expand the palm oil areas in 18 of these 
operations, submitting documents claiming it was already 
complying with the RSPO standards. 

FPP filed a complaint to RSPO challenging these new 
planting proposals and within a few days GAR withdrew 
them, issuing renewed promises to halt all land clearance. 
FPP is now working with the communities to resolve their 
land disputes and get their rights recognised in practice. 
We are also working to revise the HCS system to ensure 
that it respects and strengthens community rights and 
does not undermine them. The words of one Dayak 
woman in a community meeting in Menapar still ring in 
our ears:

“It’s already enough! We don’t want more land taken for 
oil palm let alone for this ‘carbon’!”

Meanwhile, in Jambi Province on the island of Sumatra, 
FPP has been working with some of the estimated 500 
forest communities who have lost lands to the 2.4 million 
hectares of acacia plantations that supply APP’s giant 
pulp mills. APP has agreed to recognise customary land 
rights, to accept communities’ rights to give or withhold 
their free, prior and informed consent to future plans for 
expansion and to resolve outstanding conflicts. 

Working with local activists, FPP has been reviewing the 
first pilot conflict resolution in the village of Senyerang 
in one of APP’s largest subsidiaries, PT Wira Karya Sakti 
(WKS – ‘Sacred Work Hero’). FPP, along with partner NGO 
Scale Up and local NGO WALHI-Jambi, published a report 
in 2014 documenting the way Senyerang Village lost 
lands to WKS. Despite their new policy commitments, the 
conflict resolution process only took into account about 
half of the 8,000 hectares of land that the community had 
lost, allowed them crop choice on only 1,000 hectares and 
provided them with very modest profit-sharing on 3,000 
hectares more. Along with local community activists and 
local NGOs, FPP is pressing APP to improve its approach 
and be more serious about recognising communities’ land 
rights. 

Syahrul Khairi, a young leader from Senyerang Village, 
commented: 

“We are happy that this report has been written, as we 
want other communities that have lost lands to WKS 
and APP to be able to learn from our experiences in 
search of justice. We hope they will be able to obtain 
recognition of their rights to their customary lands, and 
fair compensation for use of their lands by others.”

Both these experiences show how ‘Zero Deforestation’ 
policies must be matched with strong social safeguards 
based on respect for communities’ rights to their lands. 

Challenging Land Grabs in Indonesia
Two of Indonesia’s largest companies, Asia Pulp and 
Paper (APP) and its sister palm oil company, Golden 
Agri Resources (GAR) – both of which operate under the 
brand name Sinar Mas ‘Rays of Gold’ – have responded 
to criticism for destroying forests by promising ‘zero 
deforestation’. To demonstrate their commitment they 
adopted a ‘Forest Conservation Policy’ and temporarily 
halted land clearance, while they surveyed their 

concessions to decide which areas are valuable forests 
and which other areas are therefore suited for conversion. 
With the help of The Forests Trust and Greenpeace, the 
companies identified areas of ‘High Carbon Stocks’ which 
should not be cleared. Both companies also adopted 
complementary social policies providing commitments to 
respect rights and resolve conflicts. FPP has been working 
with communities in two areas where these companies 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2014/01/pt-kpc-report-january-2014final.pdf
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Farming 
Success in 
Thailand
A year-long focused support 
project coordinated by local 
partner Indigenous Knowledge 
and People Foundation (IKAP) 
was carried out in the village of 
Mae Umphai, where customary 
rotational farming was threatened 
by the expansion of corn 
monoculture. Through raising 
awareness of the role of rotational 
farming for livelihoods, food 
sovereignty, biodiversity and 
climate resilience, that risk was 
averted and Mai Umphai has 
now become a model village that 
will host a rotational farming 
celebration in early 2015. 

Inspired by the success of 
the project, the Mae Umphai 
community has continued to 
maintain, protect and develop 
rotational farming. Villagers 
are more confident regarding 
land use and ownership as the 
mapping has pointed out land 
uses clearly, including roles and 
responsibilities. Community 
members, as well as outsiders, 
recognise and respect the 
customary regulations and 
appreciate the presentation of the 
land-use system by the villagers. 
Almost all of the district level 
agencies where Mae Umphai is 
located now recognise and are 
taking steps to support rotational 
farming. 

The approach has also started 
to be replicated in a number 
of villages, with the support of 
local government agencies in a 
number of districts and provinces 
of northern Thailand as a further 
step in the implementation of a 
2010 national Cabinet Resolution. 
This is one of the few existing 
national policies in support of 
indigenous peoples. This will 
hopefully contribute to further 
local and national action to 
promote and support forest 
peoples’ customary use and land 
and resource rights in the country.

Training in Nepal
Building on work carried out with the 
Lawyers Association for the Human 
Rights of Nepal’s Indigenous Peoples 
(LAHURNIP), FPP conducted national 
level training for human rights 
defenders on the safeguard policies 
of the World Bank, International 
Finance Corporation and the Asian 
Development Bank. This built on 
research conducted by LAHURNIP and 
its network of community level human 
rights defenders, and participants 
reviewed proposed changes to the 
World Bank safeguard review. FPP 
also provided advisory assistance to 
LAHURNIP and its allies, supporting a 
complaint to the Inspection Panel on 
behalf of the villagers affected by a 
transmission line constructed as part of 
the large ‘Nepal Power’ loan. 

Advancing Work on Gender and Indigenous 
Rights in Nepal
In Nepal, in late 2014, we worked with NIWF (Nepal Indigenous Women’s 
Federation) to facilitate national level dialogue on advancing the interests 
of indigenous women. This focused on supporting indigenous women 
to build on their successes in current advocacy to define new objectives 
for the future. NIWF presented experience with CEDAW and challenges to 
implementation of the secured recommendations at the World Conference 
of Indigenous Peoples in New York, September 2014.

Addressing Deforestation Drivers in Malaysia
In 2014 we launched our report Deforestation and Human Rights Abuses in Malaysia11 to address the indirect causes 
and agents of deforestation in the country, creating hardships for many people as a result of degraded or diminished 
resources. Fieldwork, conducted in two regions of the country, documents communities’ experiences and testimonies 
around abuse of their rights. The report (which was co-written by SCACCESS and JKOASM) outlines community 
initiatives and solutions, established by communities for securing their rights and protecting their forests.

The major gathering of forest peoples in Palangka Raya and case 
studies was supported with donations from the Climate and Land 
Use Alliance (CLUA), Ford Foundation-Indonesia and DFID’s Forest, 
Governance, Markets and Climate Programme.

Our work in Indonesia is mainly funded by Ford Foundation and  
the Climate and Land Use Alliance, with supplementary funds from 
UK Aid.

©SACCESS

http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/climate-forests/publication/2014/deforestation-drivers-and-human-rights-malaysia


FPP staff have supported 
the work of the African 
Commission on Human 
and Peoples Rights (in 
particular the Working 
Group on Extractive 
Industries, Environment 
and Human Rights 
Violations and the 
Working Group on 
Indigenous Populations/
Communities in Africa). 
FPP has provided expert 
advice on two key 
forthcoming publications 
that provide guidance on 
a) Free, Prior and Informed 
Consent and b) land 
rights and indigenous 
peoples, both with specific 
reference to extractive 
industries.
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FPP has launched a region-wide initiative, backed by the 
European Union, to support the systematic monitoring of 
human rights abuses against communities, as well as the 
effective application of social safeguards in five countries, 
by forest peoples themselves. New technologies and 
software are set to establish community-based reporting 
systems destined to feed into national Systems of 
Information on Safeguards (SIS) and Monitoring, Reporting 
and Verification (MRV) work. This has been mainstreamed 
into our work in the DRC and Cameroon since 2010. 

Thanks to our portfolio of grants, in 2014 we were able to 
work on the ground with over a dozen local NGO partners 
to support forest peoples to secure information about 
their rights, to document their situation, map their lands 
and initiate community-based monitoring. Engaging local 
and national agencies and governments, they piloted 
community-based land management approaches based 
on firm recognition for community self-determination and 
adherence to human rights. 

Along with our local partners, we delivered solidarity and 
technical support to at least 400 communities affected 

by over 20 conservation projects across seven African 
countries reaching, for example, peoples around all 13 
of the REDD pilot projects in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC). 

In the DRC, FPP actively engaged carbon projects over 
their failure to secure communities’ FPIC in government-
granted concessions in Mai-Ndombe, the World Bank 
ER-PIN region where FIP funds are to be released in 2015. 
Objectives include practical support to communities on 
the ground, lobbying of conservation agencies in-country, 
national level dialogues with governments in the DRC, 
Cameroon, Liberia and Kenya, and cross-thematic 
dialogues at the international level, from Washington DC 
to Sydney, Australia (World Parks Congress).

During 2014, FPP’s engagement with logging companies 
and standard-setting organisations also helped to improve 
the application of FSC Principles and Criteria in the 
Republic of Congo and the DRC. This led to significant 
changes of logging company plans on the ground, and a 
direct challenge to FSC auditing standards12.

Working to Secure Forest 
Peoples’ Rights in Africa

Documenting Human Rights 
Abuses in Cameroon
During 2014, private companies 
working in Africa continued to try 
to secure and then consolidate 
government grants of land for palm 
oil, logging concessions and mines. 

During this period, FPP sustained 
its support to communities in 
Cameroon’s Ocean Department, 
where new palm oil, mining and 
infrastructure developments are 
now overlapping places where FPP 
has been working with communities 
since 2000 (Campo Ma’an National 
Park and the Chad-Cameroon 
Pipeline zone). Indigenous Bagyeli’s 
own organisations are now helping 
their peoples to secure information, 
technical support and redress, 
especially in South West Cameroon, 
where FPP delivered training to 
community leaders in the Herakles/
SGSOC zone. 

This area of work by FPP and our 
partners, during 2014, included 
documenting human rights abuses 
around the Mballam iron ore mine 
in South East Cameroon, which 
overlaps Baka lands13, and the 
negative impacts of road building 
on community welfare across 

Cameroon’s southern forest zone.

With our local partner Okani, in 
Cameroon, we have also been 
documenting human rights 
abuses by eco-guards. The original 
management approach that was 
adopted for Boumba Bek Park 
was based upon the policy of no 
access or use, enforced by teams 
of paramilitary eco-guards charged 
with controlling illegal wildlife 
poaching. Around the Boumba Bek 
portion of the complex (Boumba 
Bek-Nki National Parks), these 
guards swiftly earned a negative 
and well-documented reputation 
for targeting local and indigenous 
peoples, resulting in serious abuses 
and conflict between park authorities 
and communities, reduced 
community welfare, and increasing 
poverty. 

Maps created by Baka communities 
during 2014, with support from 
Okani, show a similar pattern of 
extensive forest use across vast Baka 
customary areas overlain by logging 
and mining concessions nearby, and 
mirror other Baka territories overlain 
by Nki National Park.

Threats to forest peoples’ lives from conservation initiatives increased in 2014 across the 
African countries where FPP has been working on the ground with forest peoples (Kenya, 
Liberia, Cameroon, DRC, CAR, Uganda). They are linked to global climate mitigation plans, 
including speculation in carbon markets, extractive industries (like mines and logging), 
and a sustained interest by big investors in furthering investments in agribusiness 
enterprises. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCgQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fic.fsc.org%2Fdownload.final-report-by-fpp-to-fsc-to-document-completion-of-the-roadmap-towards-the-re-association-of-danzer.1672.htm&ei=AmcuVbPdIoSXarTBgJAH&usg=AFQjCNG2aj3s9wiu0UygYpL7OBoAQMQRwQ&sig2=T1q1VldTHYyjj96p-7BuNA&bvm=bv.90790515,d.d2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N18p2jy4YSs
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Making Progress in Liberia Despite Ebola Crisis
There were inevitably delays in activities on the ground 
owing to the crisis of the Ebola epidemic in 2014. In 
spite of this, much has been achieved in Liberia to help 
secure forest peoples’ rights. One example is the launch 
of an FAO funded project which analysed the extent to 
which palm oil companies are meeting the guidance of 
the FAO’s Technical Guide on Respecting Free, Prior and 
Informed Consent (FPIC) in land acquisition. 

As part of this project, FPP worked with local partners, 
SESDev and SDI, to carry out fieldwork in areas affected 
by three separate palm oil companies. The research 
highlighted the lack of FPIC practices employed by these 
companies in their operations on local communities’ 

lands. Reports on each of these companies will be 
published in 2015. Thanks to funding from The Waterloo 
Foundation, our partners in Liberia also continued to 
provide ground support to communities who have 
submitted complaints to the Round Table on Sustainable 
Palm Oil.

We would like to acknowledge that this continued 
work on the ground was conducted by our partners 
in Liberia in the face of huge family, community and 
societal upheaval in 2014. We wish all colleagues and 
their families continued hope and strength in 2015 as 
they continue to support communities and rebuild their 
country.

Supporting Projects in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo
In 2014, FPP increased its support 
from six to eight forest provinces 
(Bas-Congo, Bandundu, Equateur, 
Nord-Kivu, Sud-Kivu, Province 
Orientale, Kasai Oriental and Kasai 
Occidental) to share information on 
REDD+, to raise local capacity on 
human rights, develop participatory 
MRV methods, promote sustainable 
community-based livelihood 
initiatives and monitor the 
development of FIP and pilot REDD 
projects. 

The Sida grant to assist FPP in DRC 
was renewed for a second 3-year 
phase, to support protection for 
human rights, livelihood security 
and sustained investments in 
economic development activities 
with forest communities on the basis 
of their FPIC. This was thanks to the 
successful implementation of its 
first phase completed in December 
2014. Consolidating the EU regional 
grant, the grant will help to achieve 
the systematic monitoring of human 
rights abuses and the application of 
social safeguards by forest peoples.

FPP has pressed for action-orientated 
activities to secure community rights 
and put measures in place to tackle 
the drivers of deforestation. With 
FPP’s support, the government has 
developed a first draft of the country 
common guide on FPIC, which is 

Standing up to Human Rights Abuses in Kenya 
The Sengwer of Embobut Forest in the Cherangany Hills 
have been subjected to the torching of their thatched 
homes and forcible displacement from their forests – 
thousands of homes have been burnt, and thousands of 
people have been forcibly displaced. 

In 2014 we continued to support the Sengwer, as well as 
the Ogiek at Mt Elgon, to consolidate their rights-based 
conservation, and input into the fast-changing legal and 
policy framework in Kenya. 

The Sengwer and Ogiek are working to regain their rights 
to their lands, and to develop the means to communicate 
and enforce their sustainability bylaws to end the 
imposition of protected areas on their lands without their 
consent and instead secure their forests through securing 
their community rights to their lands.

Key areas of progress:

•  Supporting the Ogiek, Sengwer, Aweer, Sanye and 
Yaaku to create the Forest Indigenous Peoples’ 
Network (FIPN) to strengthen their voice;

•  Ensuring the National Land Commission’s Task Force 
on Historical Land Injustices considers each people’s 
need for redress and restitution;

•  Supporting the Sengwer to respond to the World Bank 
Inspection Panel’s findings that the Bank’s Natural 
Resource Management Project strengthened the 
capacity of the Kenya Forest Service (KFS) to evict 
them, and work with senior management and the 
World Bank Executive Board to ensure the Sengwer 
regain their rights to their lands, and so are able to 
sustain their forests and livelihoods;

•  Supporting the Sengwer, Ogiek and other forest 
peoples in their dialogues with both the Bank and 
the Government to develop a collective Action 
Plan to ensure both community rights and forest 
conservation;

•  Supporting the Sengwer in their legal interventions, 
using national and international mechanisms, 
including a high court injunction and associated 
enforcement proceedings, to challenge the unlawful 
forced eviction of the Sengwer from Embobut; 

•  Supporting the Sengwer and Ogiek to develop 
community sustainability bylaws, and strong relations 
with conservation actors on the ground. The Ogiek 
at Mt Elgon have used their bylaws and community 
scouts to stop elephant poaching, charcoal burning 
and conservation-sanctioned destruction of 
indigenous forest. 

The FIPN network met in September 2014 and prepared 
a powerful collective presentation for the National Land 
Commission’s Task Force. This task force will be preparing 
legislation in 2015 to address historical land injustices, 
such as those suffered by all these peoples.

currently receiving public comments 
prior to its validation and signature 
into law. In July 2014 we helped 
develop a law proposal to the DRC 
parliament, which aims to protect the 
rights of indigenous peoples in the 
country. 

In 2014, the Bambuti made a 3D map 
of their traditional territories and 
usage zones. They were supported 
by the “Centre d’Accompagnement 
des Peuples Autochtones et 
Minoritaires Vulnerables” (CAMV), 
the ARCUS foundation and FPP. The 
map indicates the location of areas 
within the national park that they 
are still unable to access. The process 
involved constructing a physical base 
map of the region with the input of 
indigenous men and women, who 
located sacred spaces, use zones 

and ancient villages on the physical 
structure.

FPP has also successfully helped 
open a space of discussion between 
DRC national government, provincial 
government in South-Kivu province, 
the Congolese Institute for Nature 
Conservation (ICCN) and the 
Bambuti-Batwa communities of the 
Kahuzi-Biega National Park (PNKB) 
through the launching of the PNKB 
Whakatane dialogue. Dialogues at 
the national level were followed with 
advocacy actions at the international 
level, starting with the World Park 
Congress in Australia in November 
2014, to secure international 
support to address and redress 
effects of historical injustices against 
indigenous communities linked to the 
creation of the PNKB.
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Working to Secure Forest 
Peoples’ Rights in South 
and Central America

Guyana: Putting Rights into the Timber Supply Chain
In 2014, we worked closely with the Amerindian Peoples 
Association (APA) to help develop EU-Guyana Forest Law, 
Governance and Trade FLEGT policies to regulate exports 
of Guyanese lumber to Europe. 

Local workshops were held in Amerindian villages 
impacted by industrial logging in the northwest of the 
country. Actions involved raising awareness of the FLEGT 
process and developing village proposals on governance 
and legality. Innovative community visioning exercises 
also documented villagers’ hopes for Guyana’s forests in 
the future. These community proposals are to be fed into 
FLEGT policy discussions at the national level and in the 
EU in 2015.

“The government wants to control the forests without 
indigenous people having rights … Forests are 
important and Amerindian people cannot live without 
the forest.” Village representative in APA workshop, 2014

APA and FPP developed groundbreaking community 
training videos on FLEGT, good governance and 
indigenous peoples’ rights, in English in 2014:  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=eRbb-RDwr9M  
Versions in Akawaio, Patamona, Wapichan 
and Makushi are being developed and will be 
disseminated to Amerindian Village Councils and 
indigenous communities.

Deforestation Drivers 
in the Colombian 
Amazon 
Last November, indigenous groups came 
together to assess the direct and underlying 
drivers of deforestation and impacts on land and 
livelihood security in the Colombian Amazon 
region. 

FPP’s NGO partner Rights, Forests and Diversity 
(DEDISE) organised and hosted a major gathering 
of indigenous peoples’ representatives of the 
Amazonian Association of Traditional Authorities 
(AATIs) in Villa Garzon in Putumayo Department. 

More than 40 indigenous participants from Inga, 
Kamentsa, Andoque, Uitoto, Muinane, Bora, 
Curripaco, Siona, Coreguaje, Tukano, Kubeo, 
Quichua, Nasa, Awa and Kofan communities 
took part in social mapping activities to identify 
deforestation drivers, evaluate human rights 
impacts and construct grassroots alternatives to 
top-down development.

“Amazonian peoples and communities who 
oppose the commercial exploitation of natural 
resources are seen as ‘anti-development’.” 
workshop participant, November 2014

Participants provided powerful testimonies on 
the severe impacts of mining and oil extraction 
on communities in the Upper Putumayo. Outputs 
of the workshop are being compiled for a DEDISE 
case study on deforestation and collective rights 
in the Colombian Amazon to be published in 
2015.

Forest peoples face diverse and multiple threats to their lands across South and Central 
America. Despite evidence they are the best custodians of the forests, day-by-day, the 
risk of forest peoples losing their ancestral lands increases. Illegal logging, mining and 
widespread palm oil and soya plantations are just some of the problems.

Communities Join Forces to Address Mining in Colombia
FPP worked with local partners to facilitate an inter-
ethnic alliance, forged between the 32 Embera Chamí 
communities of the Resguardo Indígena Cañamomo 
Lomaprieta (Riosuico & Supía, Caldas) and the black 
communities of the Palenque Alto Cauca. Faced with 
mining activities affecting their ancestral territories, they 
joined forces to have their rights to FPIC recognised, and 
their own ancestral mining recognised as legitimate.

FPP has provided ongoing support in 2014. Interest from 
Norway and Holland led to funding for a two-year joint 
project to strengthen self-government, raise awareness 
of ethnic rights, and adapt and implement community 
protocols on FPIC.

The project has raised the profile of the pressures black 

and indigenous communities face from illegal mining, and 
the importance of having ancestral mining recognised, 
rather than criminalised, by the State. Ancestral mining has 
been undertaken by indigenous and black communities 
in Colombia since before the state was established. It is 
undertaken without the use of mercury or cyanide, and is 
a key component in the historical and cultural identity of 
the Embera Chami and black communities participating in 
the project. 

“This project is important because it is enabling 
Traditional Authorities of Collective Ancestral Territories 
to strengthen their capacities to respond and defend 
their territories with awareness of their rights.” Authority, 
Resguardo Indígena Cañamomo Lomaprieta, Colombia 

Assakata region © Michael Mc Garrell

www.youtube.com/watch?v=eRbb-RDwr9M
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Challenging Harmful 
Impacts of Mining on 
Communities and Forests
Amerindian villages in the Upper and Middle Mazaruni have 
continued to challenge destructive mining investments 
on their lands through an ongoing field compilation of 
evidence. Village petitions exposed grave problems in the 
2006 Amerindian Act and called for the reform of flawed legal 
frameworks on land rights. Following detailed submissions 
with support from FPP’s Legal and Human Rights Programme, 
the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) 
processed the case under its expedited procedures and 
sought responses from the Guyanese State in November 
2014. The community complaint to the IACHR is ongoing in 
2015.

Local partner and FPP work in Guyana is largely funded by 
the EU Delegation to Guyana, the DFID Forest, Governance, 
Markets and Climate programme and The Size of Wales.

In SURINAME FPP supported a small-scale 
but important community initiative of the Kalin’a 
(Caraib) people of Galibi, based on traditional 
knowledge of boat building in Galibi. “The 
value of this project lies in the transmission of 
traditional knowledge,” said Captain Pané. “There is
a possibility of stimulating craftsmanship, the 
possibility of income-generation for the families 
of the training participants and also for the 
community as a whole.”

In PANAMA, in the community of Usdub, 
the Guna people have pioneered a holistic 
approach towards conservation and sustainable 
use of biodiversity, tackling new challenges 
such as climate change, population growth, 
and disengaging youth, using a mix of old and 
new methods. For example, they developed and 
adopted a community law on the conservation 
of their sacred site, Maniyala, and their historical-
cultural site, Yandub. Large numbers of the 
document were printed and disseminated, and 
a manual for the conservation, biodiversity and 
indigenous knowledge of these sites, aimed at 
youth and children, is under development. A 
group of young people has been formed that is 
practising agroforestry, and they are involved 
in the conservation activities in Maniyala and 
Yandub.

The Guna have also developed their own 
community bio-cultural protocol, outlining how 
they wish to be approached and consulted by 
outsiders concerning their genetic resources 
in the territory. This protocol is currently being 
updated. Another activity is the documentation 
and systematisation of traditional knowledge 
on marine and coastal resources, and the 
development of community standards for the 
management and conservation of marine and 
coastal resources. 

In COSTA RICA FPP has supported the 
work of the Teribe indigenous peoples in the 
strengthening and recognition of their traditional 
authorities. FPP has also worked with the 
Teribe in documenting their traditional territory 
including sacred, archaeological and cultural 
sites, toponyms and the traditional boundaries. 
The preliminary conclusions of this study reveal 
that over sixty per cent of the traditional territory 
of the Teribe was removed from their titled lands.

FPP has collaborated with representatives of the 
legislative, executive and judiciary branches. In 
particular, we have provided technical assistance 
on the land rights situation of indigenous 
peoples of Costa Rica in light of the State’s 
obligations under domestic and international 
law. 

Indigenous peoples in the Upper Mazaruni District of Guyana 
challenge the imposition of hundreds of mining permits and 
blocks over their forest lands

Wapichan Peoples’ Progress With Land Use Monitoring 
Major advances were made by Wapichan villages, the 
South and South Central Rupununi District Toshaos 
Council (DTC) and South Central Peoples Development 
Association (SCPDA) to secure their own community-
driven forest and land-use monitoring system. FPP 
provided some technical assistance along with Digital 
Democracy and smart phone survey tools were 
developed and tested on the ground by Wapichan 
monitoring teams.

Local monitors made dozens of field trips in 2014 
to document illegal mining, logging and road 
developments in Wapichan territory and this information 
is now being fed into the Wapichan mapping and 
monitoring system. With support from a Wapichan 

mapper and GIS specialist, essential community map 
information is being delivered to Village Councils 
seeking extensions to their village titles over customary 
forests, savannahs, mountains and wetlands. 

The villages have also made progress in designing 
protocols for sharing information of their map and 
monitoring data. Meanwhile, SCPDA and FPP hired 
software specialists to develop a community website to 
host the information. 

Wapichan Village Councils have used project-monitoring 
information to challenge top-down logging concessions 
issued to Chinese logging consortium Bai Shan Lin on 
the northern boundary of their territory.

Wapichan and FPP partner, Digital Democracy has helped 
to develop and test community drones to monitor land 
use change and fragile habitats in Wapichan territory.

The FPIC project is supported by the Norwegian and 
Dutch embassies in Colombia and also the Swiss 
Development Agency. The Colombian workshop 
and case study are funded by the Climate and Land 
Use Alliance (CLUA) global grants programme. 
Co-funding for the workshop was also gratefully 
received from the Rainforest Foundation-Norway. 

Pressing for National 
Implementation of UNDRIP
In May 2014, an APA delegation travelled to the UN 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues to present evidence 
of the lack of national implementation of core land rights 
and FPIC standards of UNDRIP. APA shared concerns over 
the top-down allocation of forest and mining concessions 
on Amerindian Lands and called for more rigorous steps to 
implement FPIC standards under UNDRIP and related human 
rights instruments.

© Gregor MacLennan

© Digital Democracy – Gregor MacLennan
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Challenging Deforestation in Peru Through Protection 
of Indigenous Territories
In the lead up to the UN climate 
conference in Peru in December 2014, 
FPP and its partners worked hard 
to ensure that Peru’s commitments 
to protect its forests and secure 
indigenous peoples’ land rights 
remained in the spotlight.

To coincide with the UN climate 
conference last December, FPP and 
national Amazonian indigenous 
organisation (AIDESEP) released a 
high profile report14 documenting 
the drivers of deforestation in Peru 
from the perspective of indigenous 
peoples who live on the frontline 
of forest destruction and whose 
traditional lands cover approximately 
half the Peruvian Amazon. 

Revealing the Hidden: Indigenous 
Perspectives on Deforestation in the 
Peruvian Amazon,15 highlights how 
Peru’s government was failing to 
take concrete steps as illegal logging, 
mining and rapid expansion of palm 

oil plantations continued to spiral 
out of control, despite ambitious 
commitments on paper to protect 
forests. The Invisible Peru website16 
was also developed by FPP to give 
more press exposure to the cause.

The report revealed how the 
government was continuing to 
promote the construction of roads, 
massive dams and extractive 
industries. It also concluded that 
the government was doing little 
to implement promised reforms to 
ensure that forest destruction was 
minimised and forest peoples’ rights 
were respected. 

Land-titling in Peru
Crucially, promised legal reforms and 
land-titling programmes to secure 
and protect indigenous peoples’ 
lands from this devastation failed 
to materialise. To document this 
problem AIDESEP also published a 
systematic review of the legal status 

of indigenous lands, with support 
from FPP. The review identified over 
1000 communities and approximately 
20 million hectares of indigenous 
territories which remained without 
legal protection. 

Aware that this political pressure may 
be insufficient, FPP partners have 
also been using the legal system. In 
October 2014, FPP partners FECONAU 
(Federation of native communities 
of Ucayali) and the Institute of Legal 
Defense (IDL) supported the Shipibo 
village of Korin Bari to file a lawsuit 
against Ucayali’s regional government 
for its failure to title its lands despite 
the repeated applications of the 
community. If successful the case 
could set a critical precedent for over 
1000 communities in the Peruvian 
amazon facing similar legal insecurity.

You can read more about these 
developments on our website.17 

Community members measuring forestry loss in Saweto 

Financial Summary

Multi-year grants from government agencies have provided much needed stability for our larger and longer-term 
projects. The comparatively smaller grants we receive are also very important, as without them we could not 
undertake many of the more targeted projects that can make a huge difference to specific peoples in defined areas. 

2014 has been a year in which global exchange rate markets have been quite volatile, reacting to political 
and economic uncertainty in many regions. Despite these challenges, we have been able to fund many crucial 
programmes in collaboration with indigenous organisations, particularly at a grassroots level. During the year we 
also carried out several training workshops in countries where we work closely with our partners on the ground. In 
particular we carried out successful finance training for our partners in the Democratic Republic of Congo, Cameroon 
and Guyana. 

If you would like to see our financial statements, please go to: www.forestpeoples.org/tags/annual-reports

Expenditure in £

Salaries and Fees  1.245.000

Consultants 125.000

Travel and Project Monitoring 196.000

Partner work in the field 1.750.000

Publications and Translations 87.000

Communications 11.000

Office Costs, incl equipment 171.000

Audit and Legal costs 24.000

Bank Charges 12.000

Exchange differences 57.000

Year Incoming 
Resources in £

Total Resources 
Expended in £

2009 1.533.000 1.465.000

2010 1.593.000 1.786.000

2011 2.502.000 2.180.000

2012 3.260.000 3.061.000

2013 3.203.000 3.088.000

2014 3.800.000 3.717.000

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Restricted Reserve Balances at  
31 December in £ 579.253 274.629 423.116 532.500 561.330 608.930

Unrestricted Reserve Balances at  
31 December in £ 156.867 268.858 443.374 534.182 620.824 656.390

4.000.000

3.500.000

3.000.000

2.500.000

2.000.000

1.500.000

0
2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

“The government wants to do business with the jungle, that’s why they don’t title indigenous 
territories.” 
Marcial Mudarra, Awajún leader, CORPI.

http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/rights-land-natural-resources/publication/2014/revealing-hidden-indigenous-perspectives-defor
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/rights-land-natural-resources/publication/2014/revealing-hidden-indigenous-perspectives-defor
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/rights-land-natural-resources/publication/2014/revealing-hidden-indigenous-perspectives-defor
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/rights-land-natural-resources/publication/2014/revealing-hidden-indigenous-perspectives-defor
http://invisibleperu.com/deforestation-case-study/
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/rights-land-natural-resources/news/2014/10/shipibo-community-sues-peruvian-government-failure
www.forestpeoples.org/tags/annual-reports
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Endnotes

1.  http://www.forestpeoples.org/enewsletters/fpp-e-newsletter-october-2014/news/2014/10/cbd-cop12-support-indigenous-peoples-
customa 

2.  http://www.forestpeoples.org/enewsletters/fpp-e-newsletter-october-2014/news/2014/10/cbd-cop12-support-indigenous-peoples-
customa

3.  http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/climate-forests/news/2014/03/palangka-raya-declaration-deforestation-and-rights-forest-
people http://www.forestpeoples.org/faceted_search/results/Chiang%20mai%20workshop

4. http://bankonhumanrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Consultations_letter_11.25.14-Final.pdf
5.  http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/world-bank/news/2014/11/world-bank-s-consultations-big-failure
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Staff

Joji Cariño Director
Louise Henson Managing Director

Ailsa Spindler Project Manager, Community-Based Monitoring & Mapping Team
Alancay Morales Garro Project Officer, Legal & Human Rights
Anouska Perram Lawyer, Legal & Human Rights
Balla Camara Finance & Monitoring Officer
Caroline de Jong Project Officer, Environmental Governance
Chris Kidd Project Officer (Africa)
Chris Phillips Mapping &GIS Coordinator, CBM & Mapping Team
Clare Whitmore Database/Technical Assistant
Conrad Feather Project Officer, Responsible Finance & Environmental Governance
Emil Kleden Project Officer (Indonesia)
Fergus MacKay Senior Counsel, Legal & Human Rights
Fiona Cottrell Finance and Africa Manager
Frances Maclean Finance Assistant
Francesco Martone Policy Advisor, Responsible Finance
Helen Tugendhat Policy Advisor, Responsible Finance and Legal & Human Rights
James Harvey Communications Manager
Jane Butler Communications & Publications Officer
John Nelson Africa Regional Coordinator
Julia Overton Logistics and Admin Officer
Justin Kenrick Africa Policy Advisor
Kate Bridges Communications & Admin Officer
Lassana Kone Lawyer (DRC), Legal & Human Rights
Marcus Colchester Senior Policy Advisor
Maurizio Ferrari Programme Coordinator, Environmental Governance
Messe Venant Project Officer (Cameroon)
Nadia Mbanzidi Legal Assistant (DRC)
Oda Forberg Almås Project Officer, Responsible Finance
Patrick Anderson Policy Advisor, Responsible Finance
Patrick Kipalu Project Coordinator (DRC)
Peter Willis Projects Finance Officer
Sarah Roberts Institutional Finance Manager
Sophie Chao Project Officer
Stephanie Vig Lawyer, Legal & Human Rights 
Sue Richards Administrative Assistant
Tom Griffiths Programme Coordinator, Responsible Finance
Tom Lomax Programme Coordinator, Legal & Human Rights
Valentina Favero Project Officer (Africa)
Valérie Couillard Senior Lawyer, Legal & Human Rights
Vanessa Jiménez Senior Attorney (USA), Legal & Human Rights
Viola Belohrad Project Assistant, CBM & Mapping Team
Viviane Weitzner Policy Advisor, Responsible Finance and Human Rights

Thank you to all of our volunteers including Inès Ayari, Béata Delcourt, Sarah Bouchra, Sabone Schnichels and Haimish 
Miller for their dedication and support in 2014. 

Board of Trustees and Staff in 2014

FPP Board of Trustees

Carol Yong
Carolyn Marr
Chad Dobson
Justin Phipps 

Paul Wolvekamp
Saskia Ozinga 
Séamus Finn
Silas Siakor

http://www.forestpeoples.org/enewsletters/fpp-e-newsletter-october-2014/news/2014/10/cbd-cop12-support-indigenous-peoples-customa
http://www.forestpeoples.org/enewsletters/fpp-e-newsletter-october-2014/news/2014/10/cbd-cop12-support-indigenous-peoples-customa
http://www.forestpeoples.org/enewsletters/fpp-e-newsletter-october-2014/news/2014/10/cbd-cop12-support-indigenous-peoples-customa
http://www.forestpeoples.org/enewsletters/fpp-e-newsletter-october-2014/news/2014/10/cbd-cop12-support-indigenous-peoples-customa
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/climate-forests/news/2014/03/palangka-raya-declaration-deforestation-and-rights-forest-people
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/climate-forests/news/2014/03/palangka-raya-declaration-deforestation-and-rights-forest-people
http://www.forestpeoples.org/faceted_search/results/Chiang%20mai%20workshop
http://bankonhumanrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Consultations_letter_11.25.14-Final.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/world-bank/news/2014/11/world-bank-s-consultations-big-failure
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/safeguard-accountablility-issues/news/2014/07/press-release-world-bank-moves-undermine-rights
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/safeguard-accountablility-issues/news/2014/07/press-release-world-bank-moves-undermine-rights
http://aluminium-stewardship.org/
http://www.forestpeoples.org/faceted_search/results/Chiang%20mai%20workshop
http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2014/01/pt-kpc-report-january-2014final.pdf
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCgQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fic.fsc.org%2Fdownload.final-report-by-fpp-to-fsc-to-document-completion-of-the-roadmap-towards-the-re-association-of-danzer.1672.htm&ei=AmcuVbPdIoSXarTBgJAH&us
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCgQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fic.fsc.org%2Fdownload.final-report-by-fpp-to-fsc-to-document-completion-of-the-roadmap-towards-the-re-association-of-danzer.1672.htm&ei=AmcuVbPdIoSXarTBgJAH&us
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCgQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fic.fsc.org%2Fdownload.final-report-by-fpp-to-fsc-to-document-completion-of-the-roadmap-towards-the-re-association-of-danzer.1672.htm&ei=AmcuVbPdIoSXarTBgJAH&us
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCgQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fic.fsc.org%2Fdownload.final-report-by-fpp-to-fsc-to-document-completion-of-the-roadmap-towards-the-re-association-of-danzer.1672.htm&ei=AmcuVbPdIoSXarTBgJAH&us
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N18p2jy4YSs
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/rights-land-natural-resources/publication/2014/revealing-hidden-indigenous-perspectives-defor
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/rights-land-natural-resources/publication/2014/revealing-hidden-indigenous-perspectives-defor
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/rights-land-natural-resources/publication/2014/revealing-hidden-indigenous-perspectives-defor
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/rights-land-natural-resources/publication/2014/revealing-hidden-indigenous-perspectives-defor
http://invisibleperu.com/deforestation-case-study/
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/rights-land-natural-resources/news/2014/10/shipibo-community-sues-peruvian-government-failure
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/rights-land-natural-resources/news/2014/10/shipibo-community-sues-peruvian-government-failure


Forest Peoples Programme (FPP)

1c Fosseway Business Park, Moreton-in-Marsh, GL56 9NQ, UK

Tel 00 44 1608 652 893 

info@forestpeoples.org

www.forestpeoples.org

Forest Peoples Programme is a company limited by guarantee (England & Wales) Reg. No. 3868836, our registered office is 
stated above. UK-registered Charity No. 1082158. It is also registered as a non-profit Stichting in the Netherlands.

www.forestpeoples.org



