
The present update intends to provide a situation report on the emergency in Cabo 
Verde after the eruption of the Fogo Volcano and is produced by the UN Office in Cabo 
Verde in collaboration with disaster management partners.  It is published by the UN 
RC office and covers the period of 26 November 2014. 

BACKGROUND 

According to the University of Cabo Verde, 

during the early hours of 26/11 the flow of lava was moving at 7-8 meters/hour. By mid-

morning the flow was reported to be moving at 1-3 meters/hour indicating a decrease of 

eruption activity. Volcanologists on the ground also reported the reduction in number of 

lava emission chimneys from 5 to only 1.   

Periods of violent explosions preceded by emission of lava and pyroclastic material and 

periodic episodes of gas emission continue to occur. The main lava front moving 

toward north is now threatening the nearby villages, which have been evacuated. 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

• The fourth day of eruption was marked by a decrease in the intensity of volcanic 

activity due to inactivity of some chimneys with direct impact on the lava flow.  

The lava front has slowdown from 25m/hour, reported on 25.11 to 1-3 m/hour by 

midday today. Decreased emission of volcanic gases and ashes was also 

1



reported. 

• The lava front has claimed 5 residential dwellings, and it is dangerously 

approaching a local elementary school and a tourism infrastructure in Portela.  

More houses in the vicinity are also at risk.

• The National Meteorological Services and The International Civil Aviation 

Organization has downgraded the alert status from red to orange. Air traffic 

remains closed in the Fogo airspace, while flights to the other islands have been 

re-established.

• Civil protection authorities have reopened an alternative road to the 

communities of Portela and Bangaeira, which is currently being used by 

residents to remove their belongings from the affected area.

• Humanitarian support to the displaced population continues to be provided by 

national authorities and communities at several centers spread throughout the 

island.  

• The Ministry of Health has provided additional stock of medicines and other 

medical equipment to the affected area.

• National Police has relocated and reinforced existing check-points to control 

access to affected areas in order to avoid opportunistic looting.

GENERAL COORDINATION 
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• A field visit by the Prime Minister to the affected areas is taking place since the 

morning. The Prime Minister is accompanied by the Ministers of Interior, Rural 

Development, Infrastructure and Environment, as well as several 

parliamentarians, and the UN Resident Coordinator. 

• The Government is continuing outreach to international and national partners in 

order to mobilize support for immediate response needs.
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