
The present update intends to provide a situation report on the emergency in Cabo 
Verde after the eruption of the Fogo Volcano and is produced by the UN Office in Cabo 
Verde in collaboration with disaster management partners.  It is published by the UN 
RC office and covers the period of 24-25 November 2014. 

BACKGROUND 

The Fogo Volcano’s seismic network did 

detect minor earthquakes prior to the magma eruption. After the eruption the seismic 

network is reporting minor noises probably associated with the lava flow and 

pyroclastics flows or both.

This map illustrates areas affected by Pico de Fogo volcano as seen in a Landsat-8 

image acquired 24 November 2014. The 23 November 2014 eruption, the first since 

1995, occurred through a subsidiary vent located in the western flank of the Pico de 

Fogo Mountain. The main cone seems to be not involved in the eruption as of the 25 

November 2014 image acquisition. 

The insert of this map illustrates the lava flow and smoke as seen with false colors 

composite as captured by Landsat-8 image. Note that the lava flow is likely 

underestimated because of smoke. This spatial analysis was provided by UNOSAT but 
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has not yet been validated in the field.

Affected population: Bangaeira, Portela e Djeu de Lorna 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

• The Fogo volcano continues to erupt and the lava flows, and as shown in the 

map above generating two distinct course of lava, one toward the grape fields of 

Cova Tina (SW) and a bigger front dangerously approaching the community of 

Portela and  Bangaeira. 

• The entire island is experiencing a full power blackout as ashes are affecting the 

distribution grid, thus creating serious constraints to emergency operations. The 

electrical State company (ELECTRA) requested Civil Protection authorities to 

provide alternative power supply.

• About 5,700 meters of roadways in Cha das Caldeiras area seem to be affected 

by the lava flow and are out of order including the road from Chã to Sao Felipe 

effectively isolating the communities and preventing further action to rescue 

population belongings.

• On 25/11, the Civil Protection started an effort to support recovery of people’s 

belongings and lifetime investments, through additional personnel moving 

through footpaths.

• The state of contingency is still in effect, to allow the Civil Protection Services to 

take all preventive and special measures of protection and mobilize additional 

resources at municipal and national level.
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• The Government has activated a crisis taskforce, composed of 13 national 

institutions to provide support during the emergency and recovery phase. 

• The Government has started to contact international partners to request initial 

support.

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE 

• The communities of Achada Furna, Monte Grande, Mosteiros, Santa Catarina 

and São Felipe are currently hosting the displaced population from Cha das 

Caldeiras.  Some shelter items and food are being provided with the help of 

local volunteers according to availability.

• ICCA (the national child protection agency) has identified the need for additional 

psychological support for the affected children. In this regard, one psychologist 

is expected to be deployed. 

NEEDS 

• The Civil protection prepared a list of initial needs, including communication 

equipment, medical equipment and supplies, transportation equipment, and on-

site expertise on volcanology.  

• Additional items such as: Tents, mattress, quilts and blankets were also 

highlighted as part of the initial needs.

• It is expected that support additional needs will be required (i.e. transportation 

costs, food provision for the coming weeks or months, water and sanitation, 

household supplies, electricity… etc.).

GENERAL COORDINATION 

• The Government made official contact with the UN to review the information and 
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coordination mechanisms.

• The Resident Coordinator met with officials at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

offering to coordinate the resource mobilization efforts for response.

• The Resident Coordinator has been invited to integrate the delegation of Prime 

Minister’s for a field visit to the affected area (26/11), to preliminarily assess the 

extent of damages and losses.

• UNOSAT has provided a preliminary analysis and map showing the evolution of 

the volcano’s emission and lava flow within Cha das Caldeiras.
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