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Turkey | Syria: Flash Update 

Developments in Northwestern Syria (as of 14 April 2016) 

Highlights 

 ISIL launches concerted counter offensive on several towns and villages east of Azaz town, displacing 
thousands and putting IDP camps at great risk.  

 To date, approximately 21,000–23,000 IDPs from camps, residential areas and settlements have fled 
clashes between NSAGs and ISIL, towards Azaz town in search of safety.  

 

The map below illustrates recent conflict lines and the direction of movement of IDPs: 

 

Situation Overview 
During the early morning hours of 14 April, ISIL launched a concerted offensive against several Non-State Armed 
Group (NSAG)-held towns and villages east of Azaz town. According to sources, NSAGs have retreated from the 
towns of Yahmul, Jarez, Hiwar Kalas, Zayzafun, Ekdeh, Kafr Ghan and Baraghideh along the Turkish frontier, 
leaving many IDP families in camps and settlements in close proximity to frontlines and therefore extremely 
vulnerable to further escalations.  

Earlier in April 2016, NSAGs in northern Aleppo attempted to advance east along the Turkish border, intensifying 
several military operations against ISIL, which enabled them to seize control of several towns and villages in A’zaz 
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and Ar-Ra’ee sub-districts, however, ISIL counter offensives over the last 24 hours have considerably weakened 
NSAGs defensive positions, which concurrently are in close proximity to IDP camps and settlements. 

ISIL’s seizure of the Zayzafun–Ekdeh area in the Souran sub district over the last 24 hours, has prompted an 
estimated 21,000 – 24,000 individuals to flee border areas, according to CCCM. Of those, approx. 1,850 families 
(approx. 11,000 individuals) fled Ekdeh camp towards NSAG controlled territories in Northern Aleppo, while a small 
minority (approx. 500-1,000 individuals) have moved into ISIL- controlled territories. The majority of families 
(approx. 6,000 individuals) have been displaced to Mare’a town in the Northern Aleppo countryside, due to most 
inhabitants from this camp being originally from Mare’a, while the remaining 3,000–4,000 have been displaced 
towards the Bab Al-Salam camp and its outskirts. Furthermore, an estimated 2,500 families (10,000 individuals) 
have been displaced from Harameen and Ahl A-Sham camps also in the Souran sub district towards Bab Al-
Salam, Sijo, Ar-Rayyan and Bab Al-Nour camps.1 At present, additional displacement appears to be likely in the 
event of further escalation, due to the presence of a large number of IDP camps along the Syrian-Turkish border.  

Taking into consideration this new wave of displacement along with the previous influx of over 75,000 IDPs into the 
Azaz sub district over the months of January and February, needs of new arrivals are expected to rise 
exponentially in coming days and weeks. According to the CCCM, the Azaz taskforce has been reactivated, 
whereby members have been alerted and mobilized to respond to needs in the Azaz area.    

The protection of civilians remains a primary concern as the frontline shifts to areas with large concentrations of 
IDPs thereby pushing IDPs further west towards Afrin canton and beyond towards NSAG-controlled western 
Aleppo Countryside and GoS controlled territories in the Aleppo Governorate. Currently the Afrin-Azaz road is open 
intermittently for civilians looking to access the area, however, intense security checks of civilians on checkpoints 
by all parties to the conflict have been reported. 

 

 

 

                                                      
1 Cited numbers are from operational partners with programmes in affected areas. The CCCM cluster is working on 
the consolidation of overall figures.  

For further information, please contact:  

Kashif Siddiqi, Head of Information Management and Analysis Unit, OCHA Turkey, Email: siddiqik@un.org  
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