
 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
Coordination Saves Lives | www.unocha.org 

 
 

Turkey | Syria: Flash Update  
Developments in and around Idleb city 

(as of 09 June 2016) 

Summary 

 A recent surge in aerial attacks, primarily on Idleb city, have prompted the displacement of more 
than 15,334 individuals. It appears that those who displaced are assessing the situation to decide 
on their future movements and that the displacement may be temporary if the situation settles.  
 

 Civilian life in Idleb city has been significantly impacted with markets, shops and schools being 
forced to close due to the worsening security situation.  

       The map below illustrates the direction of population movement:  

 

Access Overview 
Since 30 May, a surge in aerial attacks has been reported across Idleb governorate, affecting all aspects 
of civilian life. Airstrikes have focused primarily on Idleb city, where an estimated 250,000 civilians reside 
and more than 50% of the population displaced previously according to reports. On 30 May, a number of 
airstrikes impacted the national hospital, Avicenna hospital, and a nearby ambulance fleet. This caused 
the death of 50 people, the wounding of 250 and rendered the national hospital temporarily inoperative.  

Since the inclusion of Idleb city in September 2015’s four-town ceasefire agreement, the city had only 
been targeted on a few occasions since the non-state armed group Jaysh Al-Fateh took control of the city 
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in 2015. As a result, the displacement that has taken place during this time frame has been predominantly 
temporary, as people witnessed the attacks to be less intensive than in other locations.   

Attacks launched on the city and surrounding areas were reported between 1 and 3 June, forced many 
civilians to flee the city towards surrounding olive groves, and neighbouring towns and villages such as, 
Ein Shib, Qminas, Falyun and Kafr Jales. A lull was noted on 3 and 4 June during which some families 
returned to their homes in the city. An escalation in airstrikes on 05 June has also caused civilians to flee 
once again.  

Humanitarian partners operating in the education sector reported the suspension of educational activities 
in and around the city due to the deteriorating security situation since May 30. These activities were 
predominantly non-formal education, classroom rehabilitation and teacher trainings. Furthermore, basic 
commodities have become extremely difficult to access as the majority of shops and markets are closed. 
This has further exacerbated the vulnerability of the population in the city.  

Airstrikes were reported in the countryside of Idleb, the most notable of which impacted a vaccination 
center in Kafr Takharim town and destroyed a kindergarten in Kafr Nobol town. Fearing for the safety of 
civilians, the Health Directorate in Idleb city suspended the vaccination campaign throughout the 
governorate until the security situation stabilizes. As of 06 June, the Health Directorate stated that the 
vaccination campaign was resumed in the countryside but remains suspended in the city.    

 

Displacement and Response 
It is estimated that at least 15,334 people have fled Idleb city as a result of the continuous aerial attacks. 
However, the majority of families appear to have sought temporary refuge in the olive groves surrounding 
the city and nearby towns and villages. Therefore, given the proximity of the areas to Idleb city in which 
people settled, it is assessed that this displacement is temporary in nature and largely dependent on 
whether attacks carry on or cease. Should these attacks continue, influxes of people towards the towns, 
villages and settlements of the northern countryside – where several humanitarian partners are 
operational - are to be expected. This would put further strain on the communities in the northern Idleb, 
where settlements already host more than 200,000 IDPs and are operating at full capacity to meet the 
increasing needs of the affected population.  

Humanitarian partners operating in Idleb, Bennsh and Maar Tamsrin sub-districts have already started 
responding to the displacement by providing the new arrivals with potable water, new arrival kits, 
emergency kits, NFI items and ready-to-eat rations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information, please contact:  

Annette Hearns, Deputy Head of Office, OCHA Turkey, Email: hearns@un.org, Phone: +90 342 211 8604 
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