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The current El Nino-triggered 
drought event is one of the worst 
in decades, exacerbated by the 
late onset and irregular rainfall 
patterns. The Government of 
Ethiopia has reported that 10.2 
million people in six regions of the 
country are in need of humanitari-
an assistance, from which 5.8 
million people are affected by 
acute water shortages.  
 
The government is working with 
non-state actors to respond to the 
urgent needs of people affected 
by drought in the six regions, with 
the efforts coordinated by differ-
ent sectors with support from 
various agencies. Water, sanita-
tion and hygiene promotion 
(WASH) assistance is coordinat-
ed by the Ministry of Water, with 
support from UNICEF through the 
WASH Emergency Task Force 
(ETF) / WASH Cluster.  
 
In recent weeks, the WASH Clus-
ter has had to deal with a signifi-
cant increase in the overall scope 
of works in particular in: response 
monitoring, addressing both 
programmatic and geographic 
gaps in WASH service delivery; 
increasing needs in emergency 
water supply, outbreaks of Acute 
Watery Diarrhoea (AWD) in three 

regions.  

 

WASH Gap Analysis: The 
WASH Cluster has been under-
taking a gap analysis exercise to 

identify programmatic and geo-
graphic gaps in the response. 
The exercise highlights increas-
ing needs in WASH in drought-
affected areas. WASH priority 
Woredas have increased from 
166 to 223 based on the type 
needs and gaps in WASH inter-
ventions. The population in need 
of WASH interventions has also 
increased from 5.8 million to 8.9 
million people.  
 
Emergency Water Supply: To 
date, WASH partners have deliv-
ered at least  litres of water / 
person/ day through emergency 
water trucking to approximately 
2.1 million people in drought 
affected areas. 440 trucks are 
deployed each week to deliver 
water to affected populations 
(306 truck deployed by GoE, 100 
by UNICEF, and 34 by NGOs). 
WASH partners have also under-
taken quick-fix and extensive 
rehabilitation and construction 

works on water schemes. 

 

Responding to AWD: According 
to official reports from the Ministry 
of Health, AWD cases have been 
confirmed in 14 Woredas in So-
mali, Oromia, and SNNP regions. 
WASH interventions in affected 
areas include: distribution of 
household water treatment prod-
ucts; buckets for water storage; 
and soap - accompanied by mes-
saging and awareness cam-

paigns in affected areas.  

Response Monitoring: The ETF/ 
WASH Cluster is currently under-
taking field response monitoring 
to drought and AWD-affected 
areas in: Oromia; Somali; SNNP; 
and Afar. The visits will be under-
taken jointly with WASH Cluster 
focal points in MoWIE, UNICEF 
and other WASH partners. Dis-
cussion also ongoing with 
UNICEF, WVI and AKVO on 
design of Phase-II of the real-time 
monitoring project. The govern-
ment/MoWIE will provide enumer-

ation support during this phase. 

 

Funding: So far, the GoE has 
allocated USD 50 million, and 
partners collectively USD 56 
million towards the WASH re-
sponse. With increasing WASH 
needs, funding requirements for 
the response are likely to in-
crease to over USD 260 million. 

 

WASH Cluster Performance: 
Dedicated staffing for the WASH 
Cluster is now in place, compris-
ing of a WASH Cluster Coordina-
tor; Deputy WASH Cluster Coor-
dinator (Surge); an Information 
Management Officer (national); 
and six Regional Information 
Management Officers. The 
WASH Cluster has also initiated a 
performance monitoring exercise 
to get views from cluster partners 
on ways of improving the effec-
tiveness of emergency WASH 
coordination platforms at national 

and regional levels. 
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Region 
Priority Woredas Beneficiary Target 

Previous Revised Previous Reached New Target 

Afar 19 32 246,276 536,276 1,360,778 

Amhara 46 52 1,523,128 1,523,128 2,023,128 

Oromia 42 62 1,771,547 1,971,547 2,471,547 

SNNPR 19 20 806,276 506,176 1,019,169 

Somali 26 37 867,390 547,390 1,175,128 

Tigray 14 19 669,958 669,958 822,405 

Dire Dawa N/A 1 N/A 62,525 37,845 

Total 166 223 5,884,575 5,817,000 *8,910,000 

Did You Know That: 
 
El Niño is a Spanish name meaning "the 
Boy Child," because it comes about the 
time of the celebration of the birth of the 
Christ Child.  
 
For centuries, fishermen who ply the 
waters of the Pacific off the coast of Peru 
and Ecuador have known about the El 
Niño weather phenomenon.  
 
Every three to seven years during the 
months of December and January, fish 
in the coastal waters off of these South 
American countries virtually vanish, 
causing the fishing business to come to 
a standstill.  

*The revised beneficiary target is 8.9 million people  - which includes 2.1 million people reached through water trucking and will continue to be targeted 

GoE/ MoWIE Interventions 

Activity Quantity 

Water Trucking (trucks) 306 

Water schemes maintained 4,322 

Water schemes rehabilitated 1,729 

Deep wells drilled 379 

Water Treatment kits distributed 71 

Bulletin funded by: 



 

partners, inter-sectoral coordination 
mechanisms were put in place for 
regular review of the response. 
 
UNICEF, in addition to monitoring and 
strengthening the coordination mecha-
nism, has made substantial support to 
the response activities by providing 
training, WASH supplies, supporting 
hygiene promotion and providing fi-
nancial assistance.  
 
UNICEF also led a massive and suc-
cessful disinfection of the whole water 
supply system for Moyale town, as 
well as 1,454 water sources and reser-
voirs owned by individuals, groups, 
and institutions in a period of 3 weeks.  
 
As a results of the timely and well-
coordinated efforts, the AWD outbreak 
was contained successfully within 
Moyale town, with no case reported 10 
consecutive days after the operation.  

The occurrence of Acute Watery 
Diarrhoea (AWD) in Oromia, Somali 
and SNNP regions has been, and 
continues to be, an additional burden 
to the already severe drought emer-
gency in Ethiopia. The first sign of 
outbreak was reported in Moyale 
Woreda, in November 2015.   
 
Immediately after the outbreak was 
reported, a number of partners from 
government, NGOs and UN agencies 
were on ground to respond to the 
outbreak. Through the leadership of 
the government and support of the 

However, this result could not be sus-
tained for long due to cross-border 
movements. To contain the outbreak, 
stronger inter-regional coordination 
(Somali, Oromia and SNNP regions), 
and cross-border coordination 
(between Ethiopia and Kenya) is need-
ed as the risk of further spread of the 
outbreak still persists, over 4 months 
since the first incident. 
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The project is OFDA/USAID 
funded and budgeted with USD 
249,629 intending to address the 
water needs of 11,270 individuals 
by developing/constructing water 
supply schemes. Subsequently, 
the water supply expansion pro-
ject was fully completed and now 
gives service to the Holka Doba, 
Khato, Mencha, Awele and Da-

karoni communities. To date, four 
water points were constructed, two 
Roto stands were constructed with 
10m3 water storage tanks, two 
hand dug wells were constructed, 
water supply, hygiene sanitation 
committees (WASHCOs) were 
established in each community, 
hygiene promotion and sensitiza-
tions were carried out, and reser-
voirs were laid at 2,580m. Water 
treatment chemicals were also 
distributed to 2,254 target house-
holds following a demonstration 
about use and maintenance. Fur-
thermore, water quality testing was 
conducted for all schemes to en-
sure the standard water flowing 
through the schemes.  

 
 

Somali Region is one of the worst 
affected areas by the current 
drought in Ethiopia. The region is 
currently hosting 354,277 inter-
nally displaced persons (IDPs), 
the majority of whom have been 
displaced as a result of the 
drought, with others having been 
displaced as a result of flooding 
or conflict. The Emergency 
WASH project in Miesso and 
Afdem Woredas of Sitti Zone, 
Somali Regional State was de-
signed in response to saving lives 
and livelihoods of the drought 
affected pastoralist communities.  

 
 
 
 

Save the Children is responding to 
emergency water and sanitation 
needs in Tigray, Amhara, Afar, 
Somali, Oromia and SNNP Re-
gions with emergency programme 
funding worth approximately 
$8.5m USD.  
 
The programmes focus on meet-
ing acute water shortages through 
water trucking where necessary, 
rehabilitation of groundwater and 
surface water schemes such as 
Birkads and tube wells, repairing 
handpumps, as well as the distri-
bution of water treatment chemi-
cals at household level, and sup-
porting the control of water-borne 
disease outbreaks and community 
awareness and messaging.   

Save the Children has provided 
specific attention and focus to the 
provision of water at schools, 
supporting 108 schools across 
the drought affected area with 
new water tanks and provision of 
water to remote and inaccessible 
schools through 285 donkeys 
which have been provided with 
fodder and saddle tanks to school 
management committees as a 
sustainable alternative to water 
trucking that also support local 

livelihoods.  

 
The arrival of the Belg spring 
rains in highland areas, or Sugu-
um and Diraac rains in the north-
ern pastoralist areas, requires 
additional focus and support from 
the humanitarian community as 
increases of water-borne diseas-

es and flash flooding incidences  

can be expected, and the provision 
of clean water needs to continue for 
as long as necessary which re-
quires the sustained focus and 
support of donors and partners to 
minimise risks associated with 

drinking untreated water. 

(picture: a school in Dalol woreda, 
Northern Afar, supported with a roof 
catchment and tank system for rainwa-
ter harvesting and emergency water 
supply provided by donkey) 

Foundation who host the data on 
their FLOW platform. Enumera-
tors are engaged to collect infor-
mation on 3 key indicators: func-
tionality rate of water schemes; 
distances from farthest home-
steads to water points; and per 
capita water consumption.  
 
WV covers 20 of the Woredas in 
Amhara, Oromia, Tigray and 
SNNP. Initial results show high 
non functionality rates and a large 
number of people that are con-
suming less than 5l/p/day. The 

 
 
 

World Vision, in partnership with 
UNICEF and Oxfam have been 
involved in a pilot Real Time 
Monitoring (RTM) project using 
mobile android phones in 30 
priority Woredas (5 in each of the 
6) drought-affected regions, 
namely: Afar, Amhara, Oromia, 
SNNP, Somali and Tigray. The 
project was rolled out in January 
2016 in partnership with AKVO 

results have informed decisions on 
the scale-up of emergency water 
supply interventions in particular 
water trucking and rehabilitation 
works. WASH cluster has also used 
the results to highlight geographic 
and programmatic gaps in the ongo-
ing response.   
 
Discussion are ongoing on the de-
sign of Phase-II of the RTM project 
with plans to commence activities in 
May. The new phase will be over-
seen by MoWIE with support from 
UNICEF, WVI and AKVO.  

“Tell me, I'll forget.  
Show me, I may 

remember.  
Involve me, I'll 
understand.” 

- Chinese Proverb 

R E A L  T I M E  M O N I T O R I N G  O F  W A T E R  A C C E S S  
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Generators and 160 submersible 
pumps is in process. 
 
Through water trucking interven-
tions in Afar, Amhara, Tigray, 
SNNPR, Oromia and Somali, 
UNICEF has delivered approximate-
ly 15million litres of water to 
300,000 people in drought affected 
areas (at least 5 litres/ person/ day); 
and distributed WASH supplies 
including: water treatment chemi-
cals, soaps and Jerri cans to 

615,339 people.  

 

Water scheme rehabilitation, drilling 
and related water supply schemes 
construction have to date reached 
151,400 people; and at least 
230,000 people reached with AWD 
and scabies awareness and preven-
tion messages using mass cam-

paigns and IEC materials.  

In response to the AWD outbreak 
and floods response, UNICEF has 
mobilized additional resources in 
order to safeguard the water supply 
both at community and household 
level, through: disinfection of water 
sources, provision of household 
water treatment chemicals and 

In response to the drought emergency 
in Ethiopia, UNICEF has been sup-
porting communities in the six affected 
regions, namely: Afar, Amhara, Oro-
mia, SNNP, Somali, and Tigray. For 
the worst affected locations in the six 
regions, UNICEF has deployed 100 
trucks and 142 bladders of 10,000 
litres capacity and currently supplying 
water to the communities. In addition, 
UNICEF has distributed emergency 
WASH supplies worth USD 1.6 mil-
lion, including: 63 generator sets, 
bladders, water treatment chemicals 
and other supplies to regional water/
health bureaus of the six regions to 

support the drought response.  

 

Deployment of service rig for rehabili-
tation, contracting of the private drill-
ing firms were also used to enhance 
the response. Results from real time 
monitoring were also used to identify 
water schemes that need rehabilita-

tion, upgrade and expansion. 

 

Besides that, UNICEF also provides 
procurement service in kind for the 
Ministry of Water, Irrigation and Elec-
tricity. Currently, procurement of 140 

expansion and rehabilitation of the 
water schemes. Hygiene promotion 
through community mobilization, 
mass media, IEC/BCC is also 
hugely supported through the local 
health structure.  UNICEF has 
recruited six C4D consultants  to 
support these interventions.. 
 
UNICEF has put in place six water 
trucking monitors; seven Infor-
mation management officers; and 
surge capacity from the Global 
WASH cluster (IM, Deputy WASH 
Cluster coordinator positions) to 

support the cluster. 

Future plans 

- Scaling up real-time monitoring 
- Scaling down water trucking  
- AWD/Scabies scale up 

tion, scabies prevention intervention 
and institutional WASH in addressing 
the access to the water through 
RWHs and temporary donkey haul-
ing system to schools and health 
structures. A total of 152,999 benefi-
ciaries are targeted through these 
emergency interventions in the three 
Woredas.  
 
ACF is also working to address the 
scabies outbreak targeting 30,600 
affected people through hygiene 
promotion activities and provision of 
NFIs to the affected communities. In 
Oromia region, ACF is also interven-
ing in WASH targeting 63,517 benefi-
ciaries in Anchar Woreda, West 
Hararge Zone with the support of 

HRF and SIDA grants of approxi-
mately USD 454,103. In Anchar 
Woreda, ACF has started to imple-
ment water schemes rehabilitation 
and new development (targeting 
14,488 population of most affected 
lowland and midland Kebeles); 
Emergency Water Trucking inter-
ventions (targeting 3,000 benefi-
ciaries) with truck and pack animal 
hauling to 11 health facilities; Sca-
bies prevention (targeting 5,000 
affected community members) 
through RWHs for the four schools 
and 11 health facilities, distribution 
of 183,960 household water treat-
ment chemicals, and hygiene and 
sanitation promotion. 

ACF is currently working on the 
drought response in Amhara and 
Oromia regions. ACF implements 
WASH activities in three Woredas 
of Waghimra zone in Amhara and 
one Woreda of West Hararge zone 
in Oromia. In Amhara it is working 
in Ziquala, sekota and Abergele 
Woredas of Waghimra zone with 
funds from HRF and SIDA/ EU 
with a total cost of 738,357 USD. 
The project activities include reha-
bilitation and development of water 
schemes (springs, Hand-dug wells 
(HDWs), Rain Water Harvesting 
systems (RWHs) and river intake 
systems), Water trucking and pack 
animal carting, hygiene and sanita-

“We do not inherit the earth 
from our ancestors;  

We borrow it from our 
children.” 

- Native American Proverb 

Description of activities Tigray SNNP Amhara Somali Oromia Afar Total reached 
beneficiaries 

Water trucking       42,000        
24,000 

        60,000       63,000         
66,000 

      45,000                
300,000 

 Rehabilitation, upgrade and new drilling       33,200        
10,500 

         5,700         
97,500 

       4,500                
151,400 

WASH Supplies     139,232        
26,512 

      132,837     176,154         
65,605 

      74,999                
615,339 

 People reached with hygiene messages           
60,000 

        70,000       50,000         
50,000 

                 
230,000 
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W A S H  D R O U G H T  R E S P O N S E  F U N D I N G  O V E R V I E W  

2016 EHF WASH Project  

Donor Amount in USD 

Government of Ethiopia    50,000,000 

DFID (UK)    19,578,312 

HRF (pooled fund) 12,865,973 

ECHO (EU)      6,150,000 

OFDA (USA) 6,100,000 

Germany (KfW)      4,805,656 

Sweden (SIDA)      2,340,338 

Netherlands (MOFA) 1,117,521 

Canada (CIDA)         949,162 

Japan (JICA) 851,828 

Norway (NMFA) 725,365 

NCA Appeal 693,700 

SCI Appeal         450,000 

CRS Appeal         127,308 



Emergency WASH Task Force  
Ministry of Water Irrigation and 

Electricity (MoWIE) HQ, 
Room 416 (Fourth Floor), 

P.O. Box 5673, 
Addis Ababa 

 
  Tel: +251 1165 18614 

Afar Region 
WASH Cluster Lead (RWB) 
Ato Abdu Shimelis 
askpadam98@yahoo.com /0911929521 
 

WASH Cluster Co-Lead (UNICEF) 
Fikadu Tadesse 
ftadesse@unicef.org / 0912 190 462 
 

Information Management Officer 
Yayo Mohammed 
yayoilg@gmail.com / 0913 444 0823 
 

Amhara Region 
WASH Cluster Lead (RWB) 
Ato Yilkal Misikir 
yilkal216@gmail.com / 0918 240 806  
 

WASH Cluster Co-Lead (UNICEF) 
Demissie Bubamo 
dbubamo@unicef.org / 0912 050 659 
 

Information Management Officer 
Adugaw Amare 
adu4923@gmail.com / 0918 769 287 
 

Oromia Region 
WASH Cluster Lead (RWB) 
Ato Leulseged Beyene 
+251 912 198 447 
 

WASH Cluster Co-Lead (UNICEF) 
Chemeda Nurgis 
cnurgis@unicef.org / 0911 487 522 
 

Information Management Officer 
Belesti Melesse 
adu4923@gmail.com / 091 151 0255 

National/ Federal: 
 

WASH Cluster Lead (MoWIE) 
Ato Gebite Genamo 
Tel: +251 1165 18614  
Email: gebite2001@gmail.com  

 
WASH Cluster Co-Lead (UNICEF) 
Paul de Launay 
Tel: +251 960 264 714 
Email: pdelaunay@unicef.org  

 
Deputy WASH Cluster Coordinator 
Jane Maonga 
Tel: +251 943 071 683 
Email: jmaongajones@unicef.org  

 
Information Management Officer 
Gebreslassie Gebremichael 
Tel: +251 914 263 285 
Email: gebreslasieg@gmail.com 

 
Technical Support Officer (MOWIE) 
Eyasu Guta 
Tel: +251 911 169 378 
Email: joshgu13@yahoo.com  

 
Technical Support Officer (MOWIE) 
Tesfa Aklilu 
Tel: +251 918 713 994 
Email: taklilu3@gmail.com  
 
 
 

SNNP Region 
WASH Cluster Lead (RWB) 
Ato Kassahun Woldegiorgis 
wkassahun@yahoo.com / 0911993600 
 

WASH Cluster Co-Lead (UNICEF) 
Hiwot Ghiday 
hghiday@unicef.org / 0914 705 176 
 

Information Management Officer 
Molla Hunegnaw 
hmole2000@gmail.com / 0914 705 176 
 

Somali Region 
WASH Cluster Lead (RWB) 
Ato Abdihalim Ahmed 
abdihalim_ahmed@yahoo.com /0915747639 
 

WASH Cluster Co-Lead (UNICEF) 
Kamal Bahadur Kunwar 
kbkunwar@unicef.org / 0966 867 120 
 

Information Management Officer 
Mowlid Aqil Aden 
sanitationambasador@gmail.com/ 0915752811 
 

Tigray Region 
WASH Cluster Lead (RWB) 
Ato Gebreyesus Zeru 
kentiva12@gmail.com / 0914 231 741 
 

WASH Cluster Co-Lead (UNICEF) 
Getachew Asmare 
gasmare@unicef.org / 0911 676 940 
 

Information Management Officer 
Teklit Girmay 
teklitgirmay@gmail.com / 0912 179 059 

W A S H  C L U S T E R  F O C A L  P O I N T S  

Membership: The ETF is open to 
all humanitarian WASH stake-
holders in Ethiopia including: 
governmental agencies, local, 
national and international NGOs, 
UN agencies, private sector, 
donors, etc. Core WASH Cluster 
members are selected based on 
their mandate, national reputa-
tion, and willingness and ability to 
contribute to the Cluster purpose.  
 
Meetings: are held on a bi-
weekly basis every other Tuesday 
morning (at 10:00am) at the ET-
F/WASH Cluster secretariat at the 
MoWIE headquarters, in Addis 
Ababa. In the early phase of 
emergencies, the frequency of 
meetings increases as agreed by 
members.  
 

Strategic Advisory Group 

The ETF/ WASH Cluster Strate-
gic Advisory Group is chaired by 
UNICEF; Co-chaired by MoWIE 
and has membership of key 
WASH actors who provide strate-
gic overview over emergency 
WASH coordination.  

Are You a WASH NGO based in Ethiopia?  
 

Do You have any Stories on WASH ? 
 

Email us before the 15th of every month 

to: wash.cluster.ethiopia@gmail.com 
 

Subject: WASH Cluster Bulletin 

Purpose 
The main goal of the WASH ETF 
is to ensure predictable leader-
ship, accountability and partner-
ship in meeting the needs of peo-
ple affected by disasters in Ethio-
pia.  
 
This is achieved through the provi-
sion of strategic advice and opera-
tional support with a focus on: 
strengthening integration of water 
supply, sanitation and hygiene; 
better prioritization of available 
resources; strengthening links with 
non-WASH sectors (primarily 
Health & Nutrition, Education, and 
Protection); sectoral preparedness 
and capacity building; better defi-
nition of the roles and responsibili-
ties of actors; and the generation, 
exchange and use of information.   
 
The WASH EFT’s prime accounta-
bility is to WASH Cluster members 
and the government. UNICEF as 
the Cluster Lead agency is also 
accountable for the effectiveness 
of the WASH Cluster.  

Who Are We? 
The ETF/ WASH Cluster is a gov-
ernment-led coordination mecha-
nism established in 2006 under the 
Ministry of Water, Irrigation and 
Electricity (MoWIE) to provide a 
platform for different WASH stake-
holders to share information and 
coordinate emergency WASH 
interventions. The WASH Cluster 
is active in the 8 regions of Ethio-
pia, six of these, namely: Afar, 
Amhara, Oromia, SNNP, Somali 
and Tigray  are the most-affected 
by the current drought emergency.  
 

WASH Cluster Leadership 

The Ministry of Water, Irrigation 
and Electricity (MoWIE) leads the 
overall coordination of emergency 
WASH interventions in Ethiopia, 
with co-lead support by UNICEF. 
The WASH ETF also brings to-
gether various agencies active in 
responding to the WASH needs of 
those people affected by emergen-
cies throughout the country. This 
coordination structure is also main-

tained at regional levels. 

WASH Strategic Advisory Group  
 

Chair (UNICEF) 
Dr. Samuel Godfrey 
sgodfrey@unicef.org  

 
Co-Chair (MoWIE) 

Ato Gebite Genamo 
gebite2001@gmail.com  

Members: 

W A S H  E M E R G E N C Y  TA S K  F O R C E  ( E T F )  

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/ethiopia 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/ethiopia

