
VISITING DETAINEES 

With the support of the national authorities the ICRC 
visits federal and regional prisons so as to improve 
both the conditions of detention and the treatment of 
detainees, in accordance with international norms and 
standards. 

In 2015, the ICRC:

�  Visited 41,309 detainees in federal and regional  
 prisons in Amhara, Harari, Southern Nations, Oromia,  
 Benishangul-Gumuz, Gambella, Afar and Tigray, and  
 323 detainees were followed individually.
�  Helped detainees exchange 1,169 Red Cross  
 Messages (RCMs) to restore/maintain contacts  
 with their families and enabled a further 533  
 detainees to transmit simple greetings to their  
 families.
�  Provided mats and soap as well as recreational  
 material, such as footballs to 27,551 detainees  
 across the country. 
�  Improved mental health care for 29,838 detainees  
 in six federal and four regional prisons in Tigray,  
 Oromia and Amhara regions by organizing training  
  
 Two regional prison clinics (Gambella and Dessie)  
 were renovated and equipped by the ICRC, while  
 one regional prison clinic (Burayu), as health  
  
 medical assistance.

�  Improved material infrastructure in prisons, such as  
 for example the access to clean water for 4,054  
 detainees in Robit Federal Prison and 1,400  
 detainees in Gambella and Dire Dawa prisons by  
 rehabilitating and constructing water facilities. 
�  Facilitated the construction of 200 bunk beds for  
 400 detainees in two prisons in Tigray.

RESTORING FAMILY LINKS

The ICRC, in cooperation with the ERCS, strives to 
restore family links between family members separated 

phone calls, exchange of Red Cross Messages and the 
elaboration of a photo tracing tool.
 

ICRC ACTIVITIES IN THE FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA 

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is an impartial, neutral and independent organization whose 

strengthening humanitarian law and universal humanitarian principles. Established in 1863, the ICRC is at the origin 
of the Geneva Conventions and the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement. It directs and coordinates 

from the Addis Ababa delegation and a sub-delegation in Mekelle, Tigray in close cooperation with the Ethiopian Red 

Gambella  Region, 2015.
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