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THE ICRC IN THE DPRK - 2016

The ICRC has been present in the DPRK since 2002. Its Mission is based 
in Pyongyang. The focus of its activities is on physical rehabilitation 
and related orthopaedic medical services. Activities are carried out 

in cooperation with its primary partner, the DPRK Red Cross Society and 
relevant government departments. The ICRC had fifteen international and 
twelve national staff working in DPRK.
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Nationwide, with approximately 1,350 beneficiaries receiving services annually, 
ICRC contributes to support the two main physical rehabilitation service providers 
(Rakrang and Songrim Centres) in DPRK.

The ICRC, together with the DPRK Red Cross Society, supported the Rakrang 
Physical Rehabilitation Centre in Pyongyang, which is operated by the 
Military Medical Bureau of the Korea People’s Armed Forces since 2005. The ICRC 
introduced the polypropylene manufacturing technology and supplied required 
equipment to the Centre, which is used to produce tailor-made prosthetic and 
orthotic devices which are durable, easy to maintain as well as cost effective. 
Since its establishment, the Centre has been providing a range of services to an 
increasing number of physically disabled people. 

To improve the quality of patient accommodation and treatment, the ICRC assisted the 
Rakrang Physical Rehabilitation Centre by rehabilitating its infrastructure and providing 
material support. The ICRC also organized regular training sessions, and in close 
cooperation with the Centre’s management, improved the setup of the physiotherapy 
department and the Centre’s organisation. Likewise, the ICRC continued promoting the 
multi-disciplinary team approach that it introduced to the Centre.

Two orthopaedic technicians from DPRK were sent to Cambodia for further 
specialised training with the support of the ICRC. In total, since 2004, the ICRC has 
supported formal training for 12 orthopaedic technicians. 
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ICRC orthopedic technician instructs DPRK technician at Rakrang Physical Rehabilitation Center 
on the production of proteases

Physical rehabilitation 
programme
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Members of the ICRC mobile surgical team participate in a surgical intervention jointly
with surgeons from Hamhung Provincial Hospital

In 2016, the ICRC continued to assist the Rakrang Physical Rehabilitation Centre. 
Overall, in 2016, 772 people with physical disabilities benefited from various 
services at the ICRC-assisted Centre. The services included the provision of 556 
prostheses, 87 orthoses, 24 wheelchairs and 219 pairs of crutches as well as 980 
physiotherapy sessions.

Since April 2016, under the overall management of the Kim Il sung – Kim Jong 
Il Foundation and, in collaboration with the Ministry of Public Health and the 
Red Cross society of DPRK, the ICRC resumed its support to the Songrim Physical 
Rehabilitation Centre. Between May and December, 563 people with physical 
disabilities benefited from various services at the ICRC-assisted Centre. The services 
included the provision of 560 prostheses, 25 orthoses and 56 pairs of crutches.

Orthopaedic surgery 
programme

In 2016, the ICRC has been supporting two provincial hospitals in the DPRK – the 
South Hamgyong Provincial People’s Hospital in Hamhung, the South Pyongyang 
Provincial People’s Hospital in Pyongsong and the Kaesong City People’s Hospital 
in the field of orthopaedic surgery. In 2016 the support included on-site training, 
as well as two seminars and a hospital tour abroad. All four hospitals were provided 
with materials, drugs and medical supplies. The support also included major 
infrastructure rehabilitation and improvement projects.

Apart from in-house trainings, the ICRC followed patients in the operating theatre 
and directly participated in operations. It introduced knowledge of surgical 
procedures, sterilization methods, operating theatre techniques, intraoperative 
patient care and infection control procedures.
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ICRC provides health and orthopedic trainings in DPRK
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•	 From	March	2016	to	August	2016,	the	ICRC	surgical	team	carried	out	a	total	of	
35 operations in three provincial hospitals of Pyongsong 14, Hamhung 11 and 
Kaesong 10 demonstrating new surgical techniques in fracture management, skin 
grafting and other anesthesia and orthopaedic surgical techniques. The grand 
total of surgical interventions as from 2012 to August 2016 amounts to 202 cases. 

•	 Since	May	2014	up	to	August	2016,	76	formal	training	seminars	to	hospitals	and	
medical university staff took place in the three provincial hospitals. 

•	 Two	 Surgical	 Seminars	 on	“The	management	 of	 acute	 trauma	 care	 for	
musculoskeletal injuries” took place in June 2014 with a total of 57 participants. 
In July 2015, another  surgical seminar took place, with a total of 103 
participants. Thus, a total number of 160 participants attended the surgical 
seminar in DPRK over the past 2 years.

The ICRC also delivered medical equipment, drugs and other medical supplies 
and organized medical logistics and storage facilities. It conducted training on 
the distribution and usage of medical stocks. In addition, the ICRC organized 
weekly training seminars on orthopaedic and related topics for hospital and 
medical university staff. The ICRC team made substantial progress in introducing 
physiotherapy as a treatment concept.

Simultaneously, the structural rehabilitation and improvement continued in all three 
hospitals. Roofs, the general water supply (pumping stations, reservoir and main 
lines) and operating theatres were either replaced, repaired or upgraded. Generators 
were provided and the necessary fuel supplied.
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A greenhouse constructed for the orphanage in Hamhung City
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A water project was undertaken in a peri-urban part of the city of Kaesong that 
had been affected by water shortages due to a deficient network. The water well, 
including pump house, was rehabilitated and a new pump provided. A 55 cubic 
meter storage tank was constructed and the water network was entirely rebuilt. 
The rehabilitated system is today providing more than 7000 inhabitants with water. 
In addition:

•	 1500	meters	 of	 sewage	network	 (diameter	 200mm)	was	 constructed/
rehabilitated in Donghyon quarter

•	 Implementation	of	 laboratory	 fully	equipped	for	Drinking	water	and	water	
analysis; training on water quality monitoring

•	 Implementation	of	chlorine	production	unit	for	drinking	water	disinfection	and	
training on drinking water disinfection

•	 Construction	of	 a	 last	 block	of	 public	 toilet	 in	Donghyon	quarter	 and	
introduction of hand pump  for faecal sludge management 

Following the successful completion of the water and sanitation project in 
Donghyon quarter, the work on a new water project in the Unhak quarter (peri-
urban area of Kaesong city) has been agreed upon. The access to water in the 
Unhak quarter is problematic. When completed, the rehabilitated system will 
supply drinking water to 13’000 beneficiaries.

Water supply project 
in Kaesong
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The Red Cross of DPRK initiated the tree planting day for its Young volunteers
with the participation of the ICRC and the IFRC
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Cooperation with the 
National Red Cross 

Society

The ICRC continued to carry out its activities in DPRK in close cooperation with 
the DPRK Red Cross Society, which is the ICRC’s main partner in DPRK. Capacity 
building initiatives were conducted in terms of mobilizing resources for the NS’s 
emergency flood response and organizational development initiatives. The ICRC 
works in close coordination with the International Federation of RC/RC, including, 
effectively participating in the DPRK Cooperation Assistance Strategy (CAS) along 
with DPRK RC’s partner National Societies.  

Unexploded bombs dating back to the Korean War (1950 - 1953) are still found in 
specific areas, causing casualties among the local population.  In November 2015, the 
ICRC conducted a three day symposium on Weapon Contamination in Pyongyang - 
with 20 Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) team leaders from the Ministry of Public 
Security (MoPS). The symposium included a day at a range putting the theoretical 
training into practice on live Explosive Remnants of War (ERW). The ICRC is working 
on ensuring the necessary conditions for conducting a further seminar.

In addition to the EOD, training of trainers for mine risk education will be organized 
in 2017.

Weapons 
contamination 

awareness project

Dialogue with the 
Authorities

The ICRC maintained its focus on strengthening the dialogue with the Authorities. In 
2016, it arranged for two high-ranking officers of the Korean People’s Army to participate 
in the Senior Workshop on International Rules Governing Military Operations (SWIRMO) 
in Switzerland and in the Law on Armed Conflict at Sea (LoAC) in Indonesia. 

The ICRC voiced its concern about the suffering of the separated Korean families, 
encouraging all parties to approach this issue with a purely humanitarian focus. It 
reiterated its willingness to contribute towards finding solutions, in particular for 
the elderly among the separated family members.
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MISSION
The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is an 
impartial, neutral and independent organization whose exclusively 
humanitarian mission is to protect the lives and dignity of victims 
of armed conflict and other situations of violence and to provide 
them with assistance. The ICRC also endeavours to prevent 
suffering by promoting and strengthening humanitarian law and 
universal humanitarian principles. Established in 1863, the ICRC 
is at the origin of the Geneva Conventions and the International 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement. It directs and coordinates 
the international activities conducted by the Movement in armed 
conflicts and other situations of violence.


