
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Education support to displaced 
children in Kohat 
 
 
 
  

 

 

Support from the ERF is helping displaced children living in hosting areas in KP to resume their education which 
in turn helps and improve their life chances. PADO, a national NGO, is implementing an education project in 
Kohat District for children from FATA funded by the ERF. By the end of this project, 2,750 children (1,375 boys 
and 1,375 girls) will be supported in school; 10 additional teachers will be recruited and trained in Kohat; 2,750 
children will be provided with learning kits; school-in-a-box and recreational kits will be provided to select schools; 
and teachers will be trained in education emergency, psychosocial support, life-skills-based education and 
classroom management. 

Nine-year old Zainab is excited to be back in 
school in Kohat District. The support from the 
ERF to the education activities is enabling 
Zainab to continue her studies and pursue her 
dream of becoming a teacher.  

Zainab’s family was forced to flee from their 
village, Tappa Kaly, to her relatives in Kohat 
District following the increase in security 
operations in their area. “We had no idea when 
we heard the firing and shelling in our village, I 
shouted for my daughters to come inside for 
safety, we were terrified when the fighting 
started,” says Zainab’s mother. 

Zainab was still in primary school when her 
family fled to safety. Uneducated herself, 
Zainab’s mother was unable to look after her six 
daughters and two sons on her own. They went 
to live with Zainab’s uncle in Kohat District. Her 

mother told her to abandon her plans to continue her education and to support her at home. “We could not afford 
her educational expenses so I had to abandon her from going to school,” said her mother. 

Zainab is the only member of her family who has ever been to school. “I used to get up early in the morning to 
help my mother with housework but I like school more than working at home,” she says. 

During routine field visits, the PADO team heard of Zainab’s story and met with her mother to convince her to 
enroll her daughter in the nearby Government Girls Primary School Bilitang. The school had been added onto 
an ERF project implemented by PADO and was provided with necessary supplies and learning materials. Zainab 
then received a student learning kit. 

“I was so happy on the first day when I enrolled, all the teachers are good, and I have fun playing with other girls 
which mesmerized me. I made so many new friends in school,” said Zainab. She studies with other children 
enrolled in this school. Her teacher says Zainab is bright and catching up quickly. 

Her mother now says, “I will support my daughter to continue her studies. This will provide her the opportunity 
to lead a successful life, and I pray that she completes her education and live a happy life.” 

Thousands of children have been deprived of their education when they had to flee their homes. Girls are 
particularly at risk of disrupted education as their access to education is already limited by cultural norms and 
usually tasked to help with household chores. ERF funding supports children displaced from FATA and gives 
them the chance to resume their education which gives them hope for the future and an opportunity to pursue 
their dreams. Zainab is one of 2,750 children from these insecure areas of FATA who were able to resume their 
education with the help of ERF support.  

 

 

Zainab playing with her friends in school. Photo credit: PADO 
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