
 
Period covered  
19/01/2017 to 18/04/2017 
 
Time of validity 
12:00 (UTC) 
 
ECHO Regional Office 
Kinshasa 
 
Number of death: 600 
(conservative figure) 
 
Total number of 
displaced persons:         
1 007 754 
 
Kasaï Central: 637 960 
Kasaï: 304 479 
Kasaï Oriental: 48 045 
Lomami: 17 000 
Sankuru: NA 
 
Total number of people 
affected by the conflict: 
2.44 million  
 
Kasaï Central:  
1.57 million 
Kasaï: 474 777 
Kasaï Oriental: 333 317 
Lomami: 80 000 
Sankuru: 35 000 
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ECHO Emergency 
Contact 
Tel.: +32 2 29 21112 
Fax: +32 2 29 86651 
echo-ercc@ec.europa.eu 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 The situation in the Kasaïs region, in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), 
continues to deteriorate with new displacements reported on a daily basis. It now 
affects five regions (Kasaï, Kasaï Central, Kasaï Oriental, Lomami and Sankuru). The 
entire affected area is comparable in size to Italy.  

 Over 1 million people are currently displaced, 60% of them in Kasaï Central.  

 Following recent assessments in the affected areas, the number of people affected 
by the conflict has doubled since the last update on 4 April 2017, with over 2.44 
million people affected by the conflict. 

 It is estimated that over 1.2 million people require urgent humanitarian assistance, 
the majority of them being displaced by the conflict. 

 All those displacements are the consequence of clashes between militia groups and 
the Congolese armed forces and are systematically followed by severe human right 
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abuses (arbitrary detentions, rape, mutilation, assaults).  

 Security and physical access remain a major challenge for the humanitarian community to deploy and respond to 
this massive emergency. 

 The current response is largely underfunded. Only 2 months of response for 352 000 people is on-going. 

 

 
 

 Before the crisis, 74% of the Kasaïs’ population was leaving under the poverty threshold. The Kasaïs were parts of 
the poorest areas in DRC. The ongoing crisis therefore affects an already extremely fragile population.  

 Over 1 million people are displaced in the Kasaï region. Displacements follow mostly clashes between militias 
and armed forces or are triggered by fear of community/ethnical tensions.  

 With the increasing number of armed forces being deployed and the growing number of militias groups present 
in the region, the conflict spreads very quickly. The conflict started in August 2016 in Kasaï Central and is now 
affecting five regions up to Sankuru. New displacements are reported daily, with for example in Kasaï, on 6 April, 
57 000 reported to be moving toward the locality of Luebo. 

 The escalation of the conflict is systematically followed by a wave of human right abuses against civilians. It has 
also exacerbated the interethnic tension fueled by political conflict at local but also national level.  

 Most of the health centres are no longer supplied with basic drugs and equipment, the majority of them having 
been looted during the conflicts. Injured civilians do not go to the health structure anymore and adopt 
dangerous behaviour such as traditional medicine in the bush.  

 The UN assessment reports that at least 58 health districts are affected by the conflict across the 5 regions.  

 During the past months with the escalation of the conflicts, Kasais’ provinces have come through massive 
violations of human rights. The UN reports to have documented the existence of 23 mass graves in the Kasai. 
Recently, additional assessments have reported additional mass graves across the main effected areas. Kasaï was 
also recently in the spot light after the discovery of the dead bodies of the two UN experts investigating human 
right violations who had disappeared since mid-March 2017 . 

 In this context of extreme violence, the protection of the civilian population is a main concern. At least 38 
executions have been perpetrated against civilians as well as 23 cases of physical violence and/or mutilation in 
Kananga city only.  

 Death figures for the conflict are difficult to assess with accuracy. UN reports were highlighting some 600 death 
since the beginning of the conflict, but this was only the record of the death at health structure level. This 
definitely means that the death toll is far above.   

 The basic needs of the population are no longer met. As the harvest season is yet to come, displaced persons live 
on premature crops and drink unsafe water from unprotected sources. Those who have fled in the forest do not 
benefit from any basic services.  

 Already high level of loses have been reported from the last harvest and the coming one is seriously 
compromised by the security situation. Most of the little farming animals have been lost or stolen; all this 
represents a serious concern for the food security situation of the displaced population. Already some dangerous 
coping mechanisms have been observed such as the prostitution of young girls to cover basic food needs.  

 Another major issue concerns the recruitment of children in militia groups which is generalised in this conflict. 
However, if the number of children enrolled is yet to be defined it is significant. According to an NGO 
assessment, in Kananga hospital, 90% of the bullets’ injuries are on children or young adults.  

Humanitarian Situation 
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 Security and physical access represent a serious impediment for the implementation of the response. There are 
39 actors (humanitarian & development together) involved in the response so far.  

 In the actual response, mainly driven by CERF funding, 352 000 beneficiaries are targeted. This should cover the 
basic multi sectorial needs for a period of two months. Yet limited response is in place. 

 It is important to note that despite the access constraints, the Kasaï crisis is fairly new. There were hardly any 
humanitarian actors before the crisis, and all need to be started and put in place. This is time consuming and 
requires tremendous resources. To be noted that the 5 affected regions have the same size as Italy, therefore 
the area to be covered is huge and requires massive logistics assets. 

 Respect of the presence of humanitarian actors by communities, armed forces and groups needs to be 
strengthened, as well as the understanding of humanitarian principles.  

 

 Humanitarian responses take place mainly in accessible areas, nevertheless, the humanitarian country team is 
looking into logistics mechanism (UNHAS helicopter and planes) to reach more remote areas. 

 The UN system under the leadership of OCHA is working on a response plan. The total amount required to cover 
the needs of the affected population is estimated at USD 45 million. The plan is looking at two categories of 
areas, defined by their various level of access. 

 Coordination remains a major challenge as well. Being split between 5 regions, the coordination at field level will 
requires large amount of resources. So far, before the deployment of team in the field, Kinshasa remains the 
main coordination hub.  

 Civil military coordination has for long been identified as crucial in this area. CIMCOORD needs therefore to be 
reinforced in order to facilitate humanitarian access.   Indeed, the conflict is new and most of the actors in the 
conflict have never been in contact with humanitarian actors. Therefore there is a need for explanation and 
vulgarisation of the humanitarian assistance as well a strong engagement with none state actors taking part in 
the conflict.  

 Gaps in the response are very significant and the size of the crisis is increasing day by day. So far USD 4.5 million 
have been disbursed by the CERF. This represents less than 10% of the resources required for the response.  

Humanitarian response and Gaps 


