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16 December 2014 
Eastern Ukraine 
Humanitarian Impact of the Conflict  
 

 
Need for international 

assistance 

Not required Low Moderate Significant Urgent 

   X  

 Insignificant Minor Moderate Significant Major 

   Expected impact    X  

 

Crisis Overview 

 

 Violence has been ongoing in eastern Ukraine despite the ceasefire of 5 
September. Heavy fighting and shelling have increased the number of killed and 
wounded, and between mid-September and mid-December, the number of 
registered internally displaced increased by over 266,000. A new ceasefire was 
announced for 9 December, with differing reports as to whether it has been 
violated. 

 

Affected groups Number affected 

No. of affected people 5,200,000 

No. of affected children 1,700,000 

No. of people killed   > 4,707 

No. of children killed > 36 

No. of people injured > 10,322 

No. of children injured > 102 

No. of people missing  unknown 

Total IDPs in Ukraine 542 080 

Internally displaced women  271,000 

Internally displaced children  130,274 

Total refugees and asylum seekers (including 
from Crimea) who fled to Russia, Belarus, 
Poland, Slovakia, Hungary and Moldova 597,956 

Sources: OHCHR 15/12/2014, UN 20/11/2014, UNICEF 12/12/2014, UN 

15/12/2014 

 Continuing displacement, the arrival of winter, and weakened economic 
resilience among people in conflict areas, IDPs, and host communities, are 
worsening the humanitarian situation. Increased assistance is necessary. A 
government decree from early November has closed all government offices in 
non-government-controlled areas, and halted funding of pensions, hospitals, 
schools, benefits, and other government services. Ukraine's Central Bank 
services have also closed, limiting access to cash and banking services. 

 Inflation and the negative impact on the national economy, as well as energy 
shortages, are affecting livelihoods. 

 

Key Findings 

 

Anticipated 

scope and 

scale  

 

By 12 December more than 542,080 IDPs had been registered, 

over 522,000 from eastern Ukraine and close to 20,000 from 

Crimea. Among the displaced are more than 130,000 children. 

Key reception areas are in government-controlled locations, in 

eastern Ukraine near IDPs’ homes, and in Kiev.  

Priorities for 

humanitarian 

intervention 

 Food security and livelihoods: Displacement, unemploy-
ment, lack of access to savings, and dwindling financial 
resources limit access to food, energy, and basic 
commodities. Energy shortages and rising prices for food. 

 Health: Provision of medicines, medical equipment and 
medical staff, as well as supplies such as vaccines, 
antibiotics and anti-cold medicine. TB and HIV care. 

 WASH: Restoration of water and sanitation infrastructure 
and access to safe drinking water in conflict areas. 

 Shelter and NFIs: Provision of shelter, heating materials, 
blankets and warm clothes, restoration of electricity supply. 
Provision of building materials to returnees. 

 Education: Securing uninterrupted education for displaced 
children in safe and functional learning spaces, Provision of 
daycare. 

 Protection: IDPs face discrimination, social tensions, 
stigmatisation, gender-based violence. Adequate shelter, 
care, food, education, and medical and psychological 
support for IDP children and children in conflict zones.  

Humanitarian 

constraints 
 Continuing insecurity. 

 Physical access to conflict areas. 

 Winter weather conditions hamper logistics. 

This secondary data review was produced with the contribution of Save the Children. 

 

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/UA/OHCHR_eighth_report_on_Ukraine.pdf
http://www.un.org.ua/en/information-centre/news/1930
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Ukraine%20SitRep%2024_12%20December%202014_final_final.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/un-report-details-dire-plight-people-eastern-ukraine-amid-ongoing-rights-violations
http://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/un-report-details-dire-plight-people-eastern-ukraine-amid-ongoing-rights-violations
http://www.acaps.org/
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Crisis Impact 
 

Food Security and Livelihoods 

 Access to food remains a priority concern, especially as winter has arrived, 
when food with a higher calorific value will be required. IDPs with limited income 
or dwindling resources, the growing number of unemployed, and those who no 
longer have access to their pensions or allowances face increasing difficulties 
purchasing food and other basic commodities (WFP 01/12/2014). In and around the 
conflict area, violence and disrupted transportation systems continue to reduce 
access to markets and the ability to buy food (WFP 26/10/2014).  

 Prices of food items: the food security situation is influenced by rising prices. 
Despite ample supplies from a record 2014 wheat harvest, and declining export 
quotations, wholesale prices of wheat and wheat flour reportedly increased to 
record levels in October, continuing the upward trend of past months. The 
increases reflect the strong devaluation of the national currency (hryvnia) since 
early 2014 (FAO GIEWS 14/11/2014). Food prices increased by 2.6% in October, 
following the significant increase in prices for food products (eggs, meat, fats 
and oils) from August to September. Prices for eggs, meat, and milk went up by 
13.2%, 3.3%, and 3%, respectively in October. Vegetable prices saw a 4.7% 
seasonal increase.  

 Prices of non-food items: Currency devaluation pressures led to 7.9% month-
on-month increase in the prices of imported non-food products, such as clothing 
and footwear, from August to September, and 6.4% in October. Petrol prices 
increased by 4.8% from August to September, but prices fell in October by 2% 
for the first time this year as declining global oil prices offset the negative effect 
of currency devaluation. Utility prices went up by 2.2% in October month on 
month (Raiffeisen Bank AVAL 19/11/2014, Raiffeisen Bank Aval 20/10/2014).  

 Communal service tariffs in October rose 27% year on year; household tariff 
increases for sewage and gas were above 60% (UNDP 3/12/2014). 

 Children’s dietary needs: A needs assessment carried out in November 2014 
among urban residents in 27 towns in Luhansk and Donetsk showed that not 
enough dairy products were available for younger children, and not enough 
meat, fresh vegetables, and fruit for older children. Cereals and canned food 
prevailed. 59% of respondents said that they have great difficulty providing food 
according to the dietary requirements of the age of their children. The same 
study showed that the main problem experienced by families with children was 
the non-payment of social benefits for children, wages, and pensions (Kiev 

International Institute of Sociology 11/2014). Family and social benefits and services 
(non-contributory scheme) are funded from the state budget. Social assistance 
in cash includes birth grants, parental leave benefit, benefit for children under 
three years, benefit for children of single-parent families, income support, 
assistance to people disabled from birth, and benefit for families with disabled 
children (EC, 2009). 

 Business and employment opportunities have been hampered by conflict. By 
mid-October nearly 40,000 small and medium-sized businesses in the Donetsk 
and Luhansk regions had reportedly ceased activity, leaving thousands without 
an income (OCHA 10/10/2014). A reported 64 out of 104 coalmines in the Donbas 
have stopped operations due to the conflict or damage from fighting, leaving 
almost 100,000 miners out of work (IndustriALL 04/10/2014). A consumer confidence 
survey in September indicated growing popular concern over unemployment 
(GfK Ukraine 13/10/2014). 

 

Inflation rates of consumer prices, foodstuffs, and communal services, 2013–

2014 (year on year) 

 
Source: UNDP 11/2014 

 

Health 

 Budget: Ukraine‘s constitution guarantees a basic package of healthcare to its 
population free of charge at state-owned medical facilities. The overall 
healthcare budget for Ukraine is low overall, at about 3.2% of GDP, below the 
WHO recommendation of 5%. Pre-crisis, the structure of service delivery, 
including human resources, reportedly did not match the health needs of the 
population. HIV/AIDS and TB services were benefiting from donor support 
(USAID, 2011/08). No extra-budgetary resources have been allocated for IDP 
health services. According to WHO estimates, around 1.37 million people 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WFP%20Ukraine%20Situation%20Report%20%2305%2C%201%20December%202014.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp268422.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UKR_1.pdf
http://reports.aiidatapro.com/brokers/Aval/UkraineMER_Nov14_En.pdf
https://reports.seenews.com/reports/raiffeisen-bank-aval-ukraine-monthly-economic-review-october-2014-443932
http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/ukraine/document/socio-economic-vulnerability-and-risk-assessment-november-2014
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CDoQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Fsocial%2FBlobServlet%3FdocId%3D5756%26langId%3Den&ei=mR0zU4a1M-2B7QaduYCYAw&usg=AFQjCNHLanozVjUvb7AqmffiZGFNRbhtxg&bvm=bv.63738703
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Sitrep%2015%20Ukraine%20-%2010%20October%202014.pdf
http://www.industriall-union.org/thousands-of-miners-lose-their-jobs-in-ukraine
http://www.gfk.com/ua/Documents/Press%20Releases/20141013_gfk_rel_cci_september_eng.pdf
http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/VRA%20November%202014.pdf
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CDcQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.healthsystems2020.org%2Ffiles%2F82461_file_Ukraine_HSA_Report__FINAL.pdf&ei=pPAzU_r-EYrb7AbDt4CYCA&usg=AFQjCNHvJyKTRBc1hNJAHdpO6r-U833PtA&bvm
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currently need health assistance, because they lack the financial resources to 
pay for out-of-pocket medical services (OCHA 08/12/2014).  

 General situation in conflict areas: Access to medical services, especially 
specialised care, remains limited due to destroyed or damaged facilities and a 
growing lack of staff and medical supplies. Specialised medical care has 
particularly become more limited due to lack of staff and/or supplies and as a 
result the standard of healthcare has deteriorated, because medical staff are 
unable to maintain pre-conflict standards of practice. Emergency medical 
services in conflict- affected areas were close to collapse due to shortages of 
ambulances, fuel, and medication. Pharmacies are facing shortages, and many 
people are in need of basic medical supplies (OHCHR 15/12/2014). 

 Medical supplies are limited across the country, as the Government has 
reportedly delayed the tender process for 80% of drug purchases under state 
health programmes, including for HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, oncological diseases, 
haemophilia, multiple sclerosis. The currency devaluation might also negatively 
influence the procurement of necessary medicines (Tbcoalition 25/10/2014; OHCHR 

08/10/2014). 

 The most urgently needed health interventions are the supply of medicine, 
followed by medical equipment, according to a ranking derived from 37 
interviews conducted in Dnepropetrovsk, Kharkiv, and Zaporizhzhia regions and 
government-controlled parts of Donetsk and Luhansk in November. 

 

 According to a needs assessment in November 2014, 45% of interviewees in 
urban regions of Donetsk and Luhansk mentioned the need for medical 
products. Medical products were a priority need in the towns and at family level. 
(Kiev International Institute of Sociology 11/2014).  

 

 The reasons most frequently given for limited access to available health 
services were limited economic resources and logistical constraints: 

 
Source: WHO 2/11/2014 

 
 

Most urgently needed health interventions  

 

Source:  WHO 02/11/2014 

 

 Reproductive health: There is reportedly a lack of access to reproductive 
health services in Slovyansk, Svyatohirsk, and Popasnaya. The official number 
of abortions appears not to have increased – according to the MCIS 13.9% of 
pregnancies ended in abortion in 2013 (MCIS, 2013) – although an IDP 
gynaecologist from Donetsk has reported an increased number of medically-
induced and other non-medical assisted abortions. A noticeable rise in the need 
for contraception and safe abortion services is possible (OCHA 8/12/2014). 

 Emergency and specialist care: Access to emergency primary healthcare and 
specialist care (including chronic non-communicable diseases and maternal and 
newborn care, mental health, and dentistry) is limited for IDPs, returnees and 
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http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2015_HNO_Ukraine_20141205_0.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/UA/OHCHR_eighth_report_on_Ukraine.pdf
http://www.tbcoalition.eu/2014/09/25/patients-groups-rally-in-ukraine-as-government-fails-to-conduct-essential-drug-purchase-tenders/
http://www.un.org.ua/images/stories/OHCHR_sixth_report_on_Ukraine.pdf
http://www.un.org.ua/images/stories/OHCHR_sixth_report_on_Ukraine.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/ukraine/Ukraine_MICS_FinalReport_ENG.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2015_HNO_Ukraine_20141205_0.pdf
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people remaining in Donetsk and Luhansk. Hospitals in Donetsk and Luhansk 
are overcrowded. Medicines in primary healthcare facilities and hospitals are 
running out of stock and funding has not been received in months (OCHA 

8/12/2014). In the conflict zone many hospitals and clinics are closed or only 
partially operational due to lack of supplies and lack of personnel, and IDPs face 
challenges paying for medical treatment (OCHA 21/11/2014). 

 Vaccination rates: Ukraine has one of the lowest vaccine coverage rates in 
Europe, especially among children. 

 

Vaccine immunisation coverage of targeted population (%), 2011 
 

Vaccine Target population vaccinated 
by antigen (%) 

BCG (TB) 95% 

DPT1 (first dose of diphtheria toxoid, 
tetanus toxoid and pertussis vaccine) 

86% 

DPT3 (third dose of diphtheria toxoid, 
tetanus toxoid and pertussis vaccine) 

74% 

Polio3 (polio) 73% 

MCV (measles-containing vaccine) 73% 

HepB3 (hepatitis B) 46% (estimate) 

Hib3 (Haemophilus influenzae type B 

vaccine) 

83% (estimate) 

Source: WHO, 01/12/2014 

 

 

 In June 2013 WHO Ukraine representatives reported that the country is facing a 
real threat of a return of polio as well as outbreaks of other serious diseases 
because of a combination of state inefficiency and public mistrust of 
vaccinations (IPS, 2013/06/28). However, UNICEF and WHO research in 2014 
showed that the attitude of Ukrainian mothers of children under five years has 
changed: 72% positively perceived vaccination, compared to 25% in 2008, and 
13% were against vaccination (more than 32% in 2008). Nonetheless, only 63% 
of mothers have their children vaccinated according to the Ukrainian vaccination 
calendar (UN 2014).  

 Displacement contributes to low vaccination rates. In the eastern part of the 
country, many IDP children have reportedly not been registered at nearby health 
services, and there have been shortages of vaccines for IDP children (UNICEF, 

07/10/2014). Displacement has also aggravated the low polio vaccination rate in 
Ukraine – reported to be 50% by UNICEF in October (UNICEF 17/10/2014). In 
November, the WHO reported that the elimination of measles has stalled, with 
measles having re-emerged in 2013 (WHO 13/11/2014). 

 HIV/AIDS: Ukraine has one of the most severe HIV/AIDS epidemics in the WHO 
European Region. By the end of 2011 Ukrainian authorities had reported a 
cumulative total of 170,444 HIV cases; 27,485 had developed AIDS, 8,898 of 
whom had died (WHO 2013). The rate of newly diagnosed HIV infections in 2012 
was with 37.1 per 100,000 of the population (ECDC/WHO, 2012). A study conducted 
in Kiev, Odessa, and Donetsk in 2008 showed that among orphaned and 
homeless Ukrainian street youth (aged 15–24), HIV prevalence reached as high 
as 28% among homeless orphans, 16% among orphans, and 17% among 

homeless youth (AIDS 2/01/2012). Diagnosis and treatment is likely be affected by 
the current situation. 

 Reports from December indicate 28,000 registered cases of HIV in Donetsk. 
Testing for HIV in Donetsk has fallen by 20%. The Donetsk regional AIDS 
centre, which was responsible for HIV diagnosis and delivery of antiretroviral 
(ARV) medication in the region, has transferred to government-held Slovyansk 
(The Times, 10/12/2014). 

 HIV–TB coinfection: Luhansk and Donetsk saw the most deaths from TB in 
Ukraine in 2013, and the highest co-infection rates of HIV and TB. Poor nutrition 
and living conditions, and lack of basic medical facilities and equipment all 
contribute significantly to disease transmission.  

 TB: Ukraine is among the 27 countries in the world with a high multidrug-
resistant tuberculosis (MDR-TB) burden. The WHO considers laboratory 
capacity to be limited and case detection efforts mainly focus on mass 
screenings of the general population. Anti-TB drugs are lacking because of 
inadequate drug supply management and problems with the procurement of 
quality assured drugs (WHO 2014). These factors together may lead to an increase 
in TB incidence, a risk of increased transmission and fatalities. Ongoing fighting 
has made it impossible to identify cases in eastern Ukraine, to monitor or 
guarantee timely treatment, and therefore to control TB (TBCAB 20/08/2014). 

 Psychological support: Approximately 100,000 children and parents are 
estimated to need support to address psychological distress and aggression as 
negative coping mechanisms, caused by witnessing violence and other 
traumatic events (OCHA 8/12/2014).  

 

WASH 

 Water supply: Before the conflict, 98.2% of the national population used an 
improved source of water supply (MCIS, 2013). Shelling and bombing has 
damaged pumping stations, power supplies, and water mains, leaving hundreds 
of thousands of people without a water supply. In some areas of Luhansk and 
Donetsk, people having reduced or no access to clean water. As of 29 
November, 28 settlements of the Donetsk region had limited water supply 
(OHCHR 15/12/2014). According to UNICEF, villages and communities in Donetsk, 
including Selydove, Vuhledar, Avdeevka, Bryanka, Krasny Luch, and 
Khurakhovo were in urgent need of water in December. Stakhanov and 
Alchevsk villages had no power supply and water was provided once every 7–

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2015_HNO_Ukraine_20141205_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2015_HNO_Ukraine_20141205_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Snapshot%20-%2021%20November%202014%20v2.pdf
http://apps.who.int/immunization_monitoring/globalsummary/countries?countrycriteria%5bcountry%5d%5b%5d=UKR&commit=OK
http://www.ipsnews.net/2013/06/polio-fear-at-europes-door/
http://www.un.org.ua/en/information-centre/news/1922
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Ukraine%20SitRep%20%2319_07%20October%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Ukraine%20SitRep%20%2319_07%20October%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Ukraine%20SitRep%20No.%2020,%2017%20October%202014.pdf
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2014/eliminating-measles/en/
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/188767/Ukraine-HIVAIDS-Country-Profile-2011-revision-2012-final.pdf?ua=1
http://ec.europa.eu/health/sti_prevention/docs/hivaids_surveillancereport_2012_en.pdf
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21881479
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/news/world/europe/article4292544.ece
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/tuberculosis/country-work/ukraine
http://www.tbonline.info/posts/2014/8/20/tb-epidemic-threat-hangs-over-ukraine-conflict/
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2015_HNO_Ukraine_20141205_0.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/ukraine/Ukraine_MICS_FinalReport_ENG.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/UA/OHCHR_eighth_report_on_Ukraine.pdf
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10 days. In other villages, damaged pipelines require repair and people have 
been carrying water from neighbouring villages; local municipalities do not have 
money for drilling (UNICEF 12/12/2014, OCHA 17/10/2014; OCHA 03/10/2014, OCHA 

14/11/2014, UNICEF 07/10/2014, OCHA 8/12/2014).  

 Displaced people in collective shelters such as schools and public buildings are 
at highest risk regarding the lack of safe water followed by those in rented 
accommodation and those in camps, according to 73 community-level 
interviews conducted among the host communities of Dnepropetrovsk, Kharkiv 
and Zaporizhzhia regions and government-controlled parts of Donetsk and 
Luhansk from October.  

 

Lack of safe water: population most at risk  

 
Source: UNICEF 29/10/2014 

 Water supply in collective shelters: IDPs in collective centres in the cities had 
better access to centralised water supply and waste disposal, compared with 
rural areas, according to a joint initial rapid assessment conducted in 
Zaporizhzhia region in September 2014 by WHO, UNICEF, UNFPA and WFP. 
According to the assessment, the water quality in collective centres was not 
tested (JIRA 9/2014). 

 Sanitation and hygiene: According to the 2012 Multiple Indicator Cluster 
Survey, 97.7% of households in Ukraine had access to improved sanitation 
facilities prior to the conflict. Currently, displacement and the accommodation of 
people in collective centres, and the shortage of running water are 
compromising sanitation conditions and standards, leading to health risks 
among the conflict-affected (OCHA 08/12/2014). Damaged sanitation infrastructure 
is a concern in Donetsk and Luhansk and access to toilets and adequate 
sanitation facilities is reported as a problem. The disruption in water supply has 
a direct impact on the functioning of sewage systems, resulting in blocked pipes.  
(UNICEF 07/10/2014, OCHA 8/12/2014).  
 

 
Source: UNICEF 29/10/2014 
 

 WASH needs: The availability of personal hygiene products was the most often 
mentioned issue, followed by female hygiene products, according to 73 
community-level interviews in host communities of Dnepropetrovsk, Kharkiv, 
and Zaporizhzhia regions, and government-controlled parts of Donetsk and 
Luhansk. According to a needs assessment in November 2014, 24% of 
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http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Ukraine%20SitRep%2024_12%20December%202014_final_final.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Sitrep%2016%20-%20Ukraine.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Sitrep%2014_Ukraine_final.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Sitrep%2019%20-%20Ukraine%20-%2014%20November%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Sitrep%2019%20-%20Ukraine%20-%2014%20November%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Ukraine%20SitRep%20%2319_07%20October%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2015_HNO_Ukraine_20141205_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Sitrep%2016%20-%20Ukraine.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Ukraine%20SitRep%20%2319_07%20October%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2015_HNO_Ukraine_20141205_0.pdf
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interviewees in urban regions of Donetsk and Luhansk mentioned high need of 
personal hygiene products. They also mentioned that supply of water was 
unreliable and in areas where there is supply, the quality is questionable (Kiev 

International Institute of Sociology 11/2014).  

 WASH infrastructure in learning places is of concern. According to the 
Ukrainian Government, 217 educational institutions have been damaged or 
destroyed in Luhansk and Donetsk regions. Where these facilities are 
functioning there is a risk that basic water, sanitation and handwashing facilities 
are affected by damage or interrupted water supply (OCHA 8/12/2014). 

 

Shelter and NFI 

 In mid-October an estimated 3,000–4,000 lived in collective centres that were 
not suitable for habitation in winter (15 October–15 April) (UNHCR 17/10/2014). In 
December there were reports about small groups of IDPs in need of relocation 
or winterisation assistance in Kherson, Kharkiv, northern Donetsk, and other 
regions (OCHA 12/12/2014).  

An estimated 30,000–40,000 IDPs (6–8% of the total IDP population) are 
currently accommodated in collective centres, including some of the most 
vulnerable individuals and families (UNHCR 05/12/2014). An estimated 25% of IDPs 
still live with relatives, friends, or other host families. The majority live in rented 
apartments (Save the Children 05/12/2014).  

 Findings from 91 key informant interviews conducted among host communities 
of Dnepropetrovsk, Kharkiv, and Zaporizhzhia regions, and government-
controlled parts of Donetsk and Luhansk from November indicate that issues 
mostly encountered were insufficient collective shelters and renting places 
available: 

 Source: UNHCR 02/11/2014 

 Reportedly, IDPs in private accommodation often are not supported by the 
humanitarian community (OCHA 12/12/2014). Ukraine has a very high home 
ownership rate. According to the Household Budget Survey in 2010, 95% of 
households owned the home they lived in (IZA 11/2014). There might therefore be 
a shortage of accommodation available for rent by IDPs. There are significant 
regional differences in rental costs. Rental of a benchmark one-bedroom 
apartment relative to average household income at the end of 2010 was highest 
in Odessa (50.2%), followed by Sevastopol (44.1%), Simferopol (43.4%), 
Donetsk (42.9%) and Dnepropetrovsk (37.4%). Rentals were relatively more 
affordable in Zaporizhzhia (20.1%), Uzhhorod (22.5%), and Luhansk (22.8%) 
(IZA 11/2014). Accommodation to rent for IDPs may become scarce or too 
expensive in some areas in the light of dwindling financial resources. 

  Key informants ranked cash assistance as the most significant shelter/NFI 
issue, followed by heating, fuel and reconstruction, and rehabilitation of shelter 
(UNHCR 02/11/2014). The same assessment showed that people living in collective 
shelters are at highest risk concerning the lack of NFIs, followed by those living 
in rented accommodation (UNHCR data 02/11/2014). 

 Heating: IDPs accommodated in public facilities reportedly face eviction if they 
are unable to pay utility bills, which aggravates the IDP housing situation (OCHA 

14/11/2014, OCHA 28/11/2014). Coal and wood are in high demand.  

 Electricity supply in Donetsk and Luhansk continues to be affected by fighting 
(ECHO 03/10/2014). The hostilities have also interrupted repair works and the 
restoration of damaged power lines (Ukrinform, 16/10/2014). As of 29 November, 34 
settlements in the Donetsk region remained without electricity. In the Luhansk 
region, the settlements of Yuvileine, Novosvitlivka, Stanytsia Luhanska 
reportedly did not have electricity for up to six months (OHCHR 15/12/2014).  Energy 
shortages may also affect the entire country during the winter if the supply 
system is additionally stressed, for example the accident in the nuclear power 
station in Zaporizhzhia on 28 November (Stratfor 3/12/2014). 

 Winterisation: IDPs in general lack warm clothes and blankets, as many left 
their homes without winter clothes. The situation is especially severe for those 
living in non-winterized shelters, such as bomb shelters, collective centres 
without heating, and cellars (UNICEF 28/11/2014).  

 Reconstruction assistance: By mid-October more than 135,000 people were 
reportedly in the process of returning to homes in conflict zones and needed 
reconstruction assistance (OCHA 8/12/2014). The population that has remained in 
non-government-controlled areas is in need of assistance for the repair of 
damaged houses as well with local supplies being scarce. 
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http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2015_HNO_Ukraine_20141205_0.pdf
http://unhcr.org.ua/attachments/article/971/IDP.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Sitrep%2021%20-%20Ukraine%20-%2012%20December.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/search?page=search&docid=5481b1896&query=ukraine
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Sitrep%2021%20-%20Ukraine%20-%2012%20December.pdf
http://ftp.iza.org/dp8631.pdf
http://ftp.iza.org/dp8631.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Sitrep%2019%20-%20Ukraine%20-%2014%20November%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Sitrep%2019%20-%20Ukraine%20-%2014%20November%202014.pdf
http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/Sitrep%2020%20-%20Ukraine%20-%2028%20November%202014.pdf
http://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ECHO-Flash/Echo-Flash-Item/oid/4760/xmps/1974
http://www.ukrinform.ua/eng/news/luhansk_region_without_electricity_water_due_to_actions_of_militants_326647
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/UA/OHCHR_eighth_report_on_Ukraine.pdf
http://www.stratfor.com/sample/analysis/minor-disruption-highlights-ukraines-energy-vulnerability#axzz3KooEx9mk
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Ukraine%20SitRep%2023_26%20November.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2015_HNO_Ukraine_20141205_0.pdf


  
  ACAPS – Eastern Ukraine 

   

7 

 

Education 

 Children’s school attendance continues to be hampered by damaged or 
destroyed educational facilities, lack of transportation, and insecurity. In 
addition, government financing of schools and kindergartens has stopped in 
non-government-controlled areas (Business Insider, 17/11/2014).  

 UNICEF monitors reported in mid-October that the school attendance rate was 
estimated at 55% (UNICEF 17/10/2014). School enrolment rates in Ukraine are 
generally high: Basic education enrolments (gross rates) of children aged 6-14 
is 98% and Upper secondary enrolments (gross rates) of children aged 15-17 is 
59.9% (Transmonne 2014). 

 At the end of November, 187 of 237 educational institutions (including 
kindergartens) in Donetsk region reportedly still required repair. Many damaged 
facilities remain open. 147 of 1,123 secondary schools in Donetsk region are 
operating (UNICEF, 28/11/2014). During the November study of the International 
Institute of Sociology in 27 urban areas in Luhansk and Donetsk, kindergartens 
and schools were closed in Pervomaysk, Sverdlovsk, and some districts of the 
City of Donetsk. Those that were open only operated on days when there was 
no shelling.  

 School repair is the most urgent specified need for better education, 
according to an assessment of 36 educational institutions in Dnepropetrovsk, 
Kharkiv, and Zaporizhzhia regions and government-controlled parts of Donetsk 
and Luhansk (UNICEF 30/10/2014). 

 IDP children: By the end of October, 56,972 IDP children were enrolled in 
schools throughout the country. The highest number were enrolled in Kharkiv 
and Kiev (city) regions, reflecting overall displacement numbers (World Bank 

10/2014). 

 Social tensions: There are reportedly tensions between children of host 
communities and IDP children, where displaced children have been integrated 
into host community schools. Protection monitors have identified issues of 
conflict in schools, related to bullying of children from eastern Ukraine, and 
disputes among parents (OCHA 8/12/2014, UNHCR 2/12/2014). 

 Shortage of kindergarten places: A severe shortage of capacity for IDP 
children in kindergartens and preschools (those aged 3–6 years) has been 
observed (OCHA 8/12/2014). 

 Transportation: The use of school buses for military purposes has hindered 
rural children’s access to educational facilities in some regions. Such problems 
were reported from the Kherson, Mykolaiv, Volyn and Rivne regions  (OCHA 

17/10/2014, OHCHR 20/11/2014). 

 Changed curricula: The OHCHR reports that in non-government-controlled 
areas, school curricula have been altered to exclude the teaching of Ukrainian 
language and history (OHCHR 20/11/2014). 

 

 

Child Protection 

 Cases of serious systematic human rights abuses by the armed groups, 
including torture, arbitrary and incommunicado detention, summary executions, 
forced labour, sexual violence, as well as the destruction and illegal seizure of 
property continue to be reported. The type of violence or crime most often faced 
among 92 key informants in Dnepropetrovsk, Kharkiv and Zaporizhzhia regions 
and government-controlled parts of Donetsk and Luhansk in November were 
shooting and bombing, and people carrying weapons on the street (UNHCR data 

05/11/2014). In territories under the control of the self-proclaimed Donetsk Pople’s 
Republic and Luhansk People’s Republic, total breakdown in law and order 
persists, with a lack of any human rights protection for the population. Parallel 
governance structures are being set up, with so-called ‘ministries’, as well as 
legislative and administrative procedures being established. Various armed 
groups have performed quasi-judicial functions such as issuing arbitrary 
sentences, deciding on the detention of civilians and members of the armed 
groups on charges of looting, desertion, drinking, and other alleged acts (OHCHR 

20/11/2014).  

 Thousands of children remain in the area of conflict and fighting has caused 
further fatalities among children (UNICEF 12/12/2014). On 5 November the shelling 
of a school football pitch in Donetsk killed two people, including one child, and 
wounded four children; on 14 November, the shelling of Horlivka in the Donetsk 
region killed five civilians, including two children, and on 18 November, the 
village of Toshkivka in Luhansk region was shelled, with three civilians killed and 
four wounded, including two children (OHCHR 15/12/2014). 

 45% of the respondents in the needs assessment of the International Institute of 
Sociology in towns in Donetsk and Luhansk indicated that they had great 
difficulty providing normal conditions for their children’s life and development; 
32% said that they would like to provide such conditions but are unable to (Kiev 

International Institute of Sociology, 11/2014).  

 Orphans, street-children and abandoned children: Pre-crisis, more than 
100,000 children lived in state-run children’s institutions such as orphanages, 
boarding schools, and shelters. An estimated 100,000 children were homeless 
and living on the streets (UNICEF, 2014 and UNICEF, 2010). Children were abandoned 
due to family poverty, unemployment, alcoholism and drug use. Thousands of 
children ran away from domestic violence. Many children had been left to fend 
for themselves while their parents have emigrated to find work. Orphaned 
children are highly vulnerable in the conflict. In October, there were indications 
that 50% of state and municipal institutions for the care and guardianship of 
minors in Donetsk and Luhansk regions were not functioning (Euromaidanpress 

07/10/2014). The withdrawal of government services from non-government-
controlled areas has raised concern about access to healthcare and education 
for marginalised children, including orphans, children in correctional institutions 
and abandoned children. In late November at least 800 children were reportedly 

http://www.businessinsider.com/afp-ukraine-orders-closure-of-state-services-in-rebel-held-east-2014-11?IR=T
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Ukraine%20SitRep%20No.%2020%2C%2017%20October%202014.pdf
http://www.transmonee.org/Downloads/EN/2014/Country%20Profiles%202014.xls
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Ukraine%20SitRep%2023_26%20November.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Snapshot%20-%208%20December%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Sitrep%2020%20-%20Ukraine%20-%2028%20November%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2015_HNO_Ukraine_20141205_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Sitrep%2016%20-%20Ukraine.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Sitrep%2016%20-%20Ukraine.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/UA/OHCHR_seventh_reportUkraine20.11.14.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/UA/OHCHR_seventh_reportUkraine20.11.14.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/UA/OHCHR_seventh_reportUkraine20.11.14.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/UA/OHCHR_seventh_reportUkraine20.11.14.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Ukraine%20SitRep%2024_12%20December%202014_final_final.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/UA/OHCHR_eighth_report_on_Ukraine.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/ukraine/children.html
http://www.unicef.org/ukraine/Full_Bidnist_i_nerivni_mozlyvosty_ENG_final_02.11.2010.pdf
http://euromaidanpress.com/2014/10/07/war-orphans-and-children-at-risk-an-interview-with-ukraines-child-advocate/
http://euromaidanpress.com/2014/10/07/war-orphans-and-children-at-risk-an-interview-with-ukraines-child-advocate/
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still in state care in these areas; their care requires assessment (UNICEF 

28/11/2014). 

 IDP children in care homes: As communities and families struggle to cope in 
winter more families tend to request that their children be taken into state care.  
Information suggests a further increase in requests for admission to care, 
particularly to institutions, from IDP living in inadequate conditions in camps. An 
assessment of ongoing risk to vulnerable children in Ukraine showed that the 
likelihood of children returning to their families of origin following admission is 
unlikely, in part due to a need for institutions to retain a certain number of 
children to maintain funding (Lumos, 11/2014). 

 Trafficking: Large-scale child prostitution and trafficking in children, both cross-
border and internally, were reportedly a serious problem in Ukraine pre-crisis. 
The majority of children who are trafficked are aged between 13 and 18 years. 
Girls are more likely to be sexually exploited, whereas boys are reported to be 
used to labour in illegally operated mines, in construction and agriculture, or the 
illegal drug trade (ILO 2013). The Council of Europe’s Group of Experts on Action 
against Trafficking in Human Beings (GRETA) has stated concerns about the 
negative consequences of the current crisis on anti-trafficking activities, and has 
noted that the growing number of IDPs are vulnerable to human trafficking (COE 

19/10/2014). Numerous attempts of illegal movement of orphans and children 
deprived of parental care who have not reached the age of 16 abroad have 
been reported. The Ukrainian Government has taken steps to strengthen control 
over the movement of children out of the country (OHCHR 20/11/2014). 

 Child labour: According to the Ukraine MICS conducted in 2012 (MCIS, 2013), 
3.4% of children aged 5–11 years, and 0.3% of children aged 12–14 years were 
involved in different forms of child labour. Overall, 2.4% of children aged 5–14 
were engaged in child labour. Ukraine ratified The Worst Forms of Child Labour 
Convention, 1999 (No. 182) in 2000. However, individuals under the age of 18 
are still allowed to perform certain types of hazardous work for training purposes 
or under certain specific conditions. The worst forms of child labour reportedly 
prevail in agriculture, street trade, informal coalmines, the entertainment 
industry, sex industry, and illegal activities (ILO 2013). According to a UNICEF 
report from 2010, adolescent girls aged 10–19 selling sex comprised an 
estimated 20% of the female sex worker population in Ukraine (UNICEF 2010). 

Children begging for money and food on the street, encouraged by their parents, 
were observed in the town of Makeevka in Donetsk region during a needs 
assessment in November (International Institute of Sociology 11/2014).  

 Child soldiers: There has been anecdotal evidence of child recruitment and 
involvement in the fighting on both sides of the conflict (BBC 25/11/2014). Article 15 
of Ukraine’s Military Service Law (1992) states that 18 years is the recruitment 
age for the armed forces. Adolescents of 15–17 can enter military schools after 
having passed a medical examination. Military education and military service are 
forbidden to persons who have not reached 15 years of age (ICRC, 2014). 

 Landmines: Ukraine ratified the 1997 Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, 
Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on their 
Destruction in 2005, but reportedly the country remains in violation of the treaty 
after having failed to complete the destruction of their stockpiles by the four-year 
deadline (1 June 2010). An estimated 5,767,600 antipersonnel mines remained 
to be destroyed (ICBL-CMC 12/2014). Unexploded shells and landmines have 
reportedly been deployed by both sides of the conflict,  posing a risk to local 
populations (ForeignPolicy 01/10/2014 Janes 29/09/2014, ICBL-CMC 12/2014, RT 04/10/2014; 

OSW 08/10/2014). There were reports of five children wounded and two killled by 
unexploded ordnance in the Donetsk region in the beginning of October (OCHA 

10/10/2014). 

 Cluster weapons: There are allegations that both sides of the conflict have 
used cluster weapons in both urban and rural areas (NYT 201/10/2014; HRW 

20/10/2014, UN 20/11/2014). 

 Incendiary weapons: Human Rights Watch collected evidence of use of 
incendiary weapons during field missions in eastern Ukraine in August and 
October 2014. Ukraine is party to Protocol III of the 1980 Convention on 
Conventional Weapons that prohibits or restricts the use of incendiary weapons 
(ICRC 2014, ICRC 2014). The use of incendiary weapons in the current conflict was 
documented in Ilovaisk, a town 30km southeast of Donetsk, and Luhanskoe, a 
small village south of Donetsk (HRW 11/2014). 

 

Critical Infrastructure 

 According to reports from December, the Ukrainian Government has estimated 
that 12,000 public facilities have been damaged or destroyed: including 4,773 
energy, water, and heating supply facilities, 45 healthcare centres, 1,551 
transport facilities, and 217 educational institutions, with further damage 
expected in non-government-controlled areas, where insecurity hampers 
asessment (OCHA 08/12/2014). 

 Donetsk International Airport continues to be a major battleground in the 
violent clashes. Months of conflict have left the airport heavily damaged (Business 

Insider 17/10/2014). 

 

Vulnerable Groups Affected 

 IDPs: Local organisations continue to report stigma-related challenges for IDPs 
in accessing accommodation and employment (OCHA 08/12/2014). There are 
indications of a growing perception that eastern Ukrainians are taking advantage 
of the measures in place for IDPs to resettle in more prosperous western cities 
(RFERL 09/10/2014). 

 Recipients of pensions and disability benefits: There are concerns for 
pensioners and disabled people who have been forced to travel to and register 
in another part of Ukraine in order to receive their pensions and benefits. They 
face insecurity and lack of accommodation in their new destination. Those 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Ukraine%20SitRep%2023_26%20November.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Ukraine%20SitRep%2023_26%20November.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---integration/documents/publication/wcms_221717.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/trafficking/docs/Reports/GRETA_2014_20_FGR_UKR_w_cmnts_en.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/trafficking/docs/Reports/GRETA_2014_20_FGR_UKR_w_cmnts_en.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/UA/OHCHR_seventh_reportUkraine20.11.14.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/ukraine/Ukraine_MICS_FinalReport_ENG.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---integration/documents/publication/wcms_221717.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/ceecis/UNICEF_BlameBanishment_WEB_final.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-30134421
https://www.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/v2_cou_ua_rule136
http://the-monitor.org/index.php/LM/Our-Research-Products/LMM14
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2014/10/01/cleaning_up_in_eastern_ukraine_unexploded_ordnance
http://www.janes.com/article/43789/slovakia-to-train-ukraine-troops-in-mine-clearance
http://the-monitor.org/index.php/LM/Our-Research-Products/LMM14
http://rt.com/news/193208-ukraine-unexploded-shells-mines/
http://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/osw-commentary/2014-10-08/ukrainian-economy-overshadowed-war
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Sitrep%2015%20Ukraine%20-%2010%20October%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Sitrep%2015%20Ukraine%20-%2010%20October%202014.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/21/world/ukraine-used-cluster-bombs-report-charges.html
http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/10/20/ukraine-widespread-use-cluster-munitions
http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/10/20/ukraine-widespread-use-cluster-munitions
http://www.un.org.ua/en/information-centre/news/1930
https://www.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/xsp/.ibmmodres/domino/OpenAttachment/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/1E37E38A51A1941DC12563CD002D6DEA/FULLTEXT/IHL-84-EN.pdf
https://www.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/States.xsp?xp_viewStates=XPages_NORMStatesParties&xp_treatySelected=515
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/related_material/Incendiary%20Weapons_Recent%20Use%20and%20Growing%20Opposition_Nov2014_final.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2015_HNO_Ukraine_20141205_0.pdf
http://www.businessinsider.com/separatists-fight-in-donetsk-airport-2014-10
http://www.businessinsider.com/separatists-fight-in-donetsk-airport-2014-10
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Snapshot%20-%208%20December%202014.pdf
http://www.rferl.org/content/in-western-ukraine-attitudes-cooling-towards-idps/26629190.html
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unable or unwilling to leave non-government-controlled areas are left without 
funds (CSM 17/11/2014, UNHCR 5/12/2014). 

 Women have faced a series of challenges, including being prevented by their 
partners from leaving conflict zones, increasing instances of rape and being 
forced to live with and do unpaid domestic labour for separatists, as well as 
violence in collective centres. There are unverified reports of trafficking and 
looting affecting women in rural areas outside the control of the Government 
(OCHA, 19/09/2014, GINSC 2/12/2014, OSCE 26/11/2014). A high proportion of men have 
not accompanied their families in displacement and women comprise 
approximately two thirds of all adult IDPs. They face gender-specific protection 
and health issues (OCHA 8/12/2014). 

 Roma: In mid-October Roma civil society noted that displacement of Roma had 
increased to around 6,000 since the deterioration of the situation in eastern 
Ukraine (OCHA 10/10/2014). Roma NGOs continued to report difficulties for Roma 
in seeking access to social services or employment. Some collective centres 
have reportedly been reluctant to host Roma (OSCE 29/09/2014; UNHCR 17/10/2014, 

OHCHR 20/11/2014). 

 People living with HIV/AIDS: On 14 October, UNAIDS and UNODC raised 
concerns about reckless disclosure of the status of people with HIV/AIDS in 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions, as medical records have become available to 
non-medical staff when hospitals are seized by armed groups. On 10 October, 
the NGO All-Ukrainian Network of People Living with HIV/AIDS confirmed to the 
United Nations Human Rights Monitoring Mission in Ukraine that most people 
living with HIV and former drug users had left the region due to fear of 
persecution, as well as the lack of available services (OHCHR 20/11/2014). 

 
Displacement into Neighbouring Countries 

 Russia: Almost 466,000 people have left Ukraine for Russia, according to 
figures from 12 December. Of these, around 237,000 applied for asylum in 
Russia. On 20 October, UNHCR reported that, according to Russia’s Ministry of 
Emergencies, over 48,000 refugees from Ukraine, including over 15,000 
children, were staying at 931 temporary accommodation facilities (UNHCR 

20/10/2014). Other displaced people have reportedly found temporary homes with 
Russians or moved long distances from the border, including to cities close to 
Moscow, in the north Caucasus, and in the east (Reuters 07/10/2014). Some 60,000 
people from Ukraine were reportedly sheltering in the Rostov region in mid-July, 
but the number had fallen to about 43,000 by the end of October as people 
returned home or moved elsewhere in Russia. About 95% of those who 
remained were staying with friends, relatives or host families (UNHCR 31/10/2014). 

In October, some indications of resentment towards Ukrainian refugees because 
of the benefits they receive in Russia have been reported (Washington Post 

03/10/2014; Reuters 07/10/2014). 

 Other neighbouring countries: Belarus recorded over 60,000 newly arrived 
Ukrainians by 12 December, and Poland close to 30,000. Less than 10% of the 
people who have gone to Poland and little more than 1% of those who have 
gone to Belarus are seeking asylum in these countries (UNHCR 12/12/2014). The 
numbers have increased steadily over past months, especially in Belarus: there 
were around 30,000 in mid-October and close 51,000 in mid-November; in 
Poland there were 23,000 and 28,000, respectively (UNHCR 17/1072014, OCHA 

14/11/2014).  
 

Humanitarian and Operational Constraints 

 Insecurity: The humanitarian response in Ukraine has been constrained by 
violation of the ceasefire, limiting access especially to areas that are not under 
government control, and putting the safety and security of civilians and 
humanitarian personnel at risk (OCHA 10/10/2014, OCHA 08/12/2014). 

 Physical damage of transportation infrastructure (road, railways, bridges, 
and airports) poses additional problems. In the beginning of December only one 
road was reportedly usable to enter the city of Donetsk (OCHA 08/12/2014). 

 Weather conditions: Severe winter weather may limit transportation, storage, 
and logistics options. 

 Bureaucratic impediments and legislative challenges have hampered 
humanitarian assistance (OCHA 08/12/2014). 

 

 

Potential Aggravating Factors 

 

Economic Situation 

 The economy has deteriorated as a consequence of the conflict. The increasing 
share of military expenditure, shrinking exports (-5% in the first six months), in 
particular to Russia, which until recently was Ukraine’s key trade partner, and 
the rapid fall in industrial production and investments are all contributing factors 
(OSW 08/10/2014; Chicagotribune 02/10/2014). In October, industrial production fell 
16.3% compared to the same month last year, according to data released by the 
State Statistics Service of Ukraine. This was slightly better than the 16.6% year 
on year fall in September, possibly due to a slight revival in production in the 
non-government-controlled areas of Donetsk and Luhansk after an almost 
complete cease in August (Raiffeisen Bank AVAL 19/11/2014). Sharp drops were 
recorded in mining, quarrying, and manufacturing as well as in electricity, gas, 
steam and air conditioning supply (FocusEconomics 21/11/2014). 

 Ukraine's gross domestic product (GDP) fell by 5.3% in the third quarter of 2014. 
This comes after drop of 4.7% in the second quarter and a 1.1% contraction in 
the first. Analysts are predicting a total contraction of around 7% over 2014 and 
the country looks set to continue its decline next year (BusinessInsider 2/12/2014). 

http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Europe/2014/1117/Ukraine-takes-economic-swing-at-rebels-but-might-hit-pensioners-instead-video
http://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/fighting-displaces-more-half-million-people-inside-ukraine-hundreds-thousands-more
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Sitrep%2012_Ukraine.pdf
http://www.ginsc.net/home.php?option=article&id=31049&lang=en#.VI1rZieRomc
http://www.osce.org/ukraine-smm/127411
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2015_HNO_Ukraine_20141205_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Sitrep%2015%20Ukraine%20-%2010%20October%202014.pdf
http://www.osce.org/odihr/124494
http://unhcr.org.ua/attachments/article/971/IDP.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/UA/OHCHR_seventh_reportUkraine20.11.14.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/UA/OHCHR_seventh_reportUkraine20.11.14.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR%20UKRAINE%20External%20Update%2020%2010%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR%20UKRAINE%20External%20Update%2020%2010%202014.pdf
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/10/07/us-ukraine-crisis-refugees-idUSKCN0HW0UP20141007
http://www.unhcr.org/5453abfa6.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/ukraines-refugees-in-russia-are-there-to-stay-in-new-twist-for-conflict/2014/10/01/b856c23e-c0d5-49e1-a78c-25e372a714d9_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/ukraines-refugees-in-russia-are-there-to-stay-in-new-twist-for-conflict/2014/10/01/b856c23e-c0d5-49e1-a78c-25e372a714d9_story.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/10/07/us-ukraine-crisis-refugees-idUSKCN0HW0UP20141007
http://unhcr.org.ua/attachments/article/1293/map24.jpg
http://unhcr.org.ua/attachments/article/971/IDP.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Displacement%20Map%20-%20Ukraine%20-%2014%20November%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Displacement%20Map%20-%20Ukraine%20-%2014%20November%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Sitrep%2015%20Ukraine%20-%2010%20October%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2015_HNO_Ukraine_20141205_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2015_HNO_Ukraine_20141205_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2015_HNO_Ukraine_20141205_0.pdf
http://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/osw-commentary/2014-10-08/ukrainian-economy-overshadowed-war
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sns-wp-blm-news-bc-ukraine-econ02-20141002-story.html#page=1
http://reports.aiidatapro.com/brokers/Aval/UkraineMER_Nov14_En.pdf
http://www.focus-economics.com/news/ukraine/industry/industrial-production-continues-plummet-october
http://uk.businessinsider.com/imf-ukraine-faces-bankruptcy-over-15-billion-bailout-2014-12?r=US
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Industrial production, coal, electricity output compared 2013–2014 

 
Source: UNDP 11/2014 

 

Energy Supply 

 Uncertainty over the country's energy supply during the winter prevails. The 
Government has warned some Ukrainian towns, especially in the country's west, 
of upcoming rolling blackouts. In response, many schools have announced 
extended winter breaks to conserve electricity and lower heating costs (Stratfor 

3/12/2014). 

 By mid-October Ukraine had managed to stockpile 16 billion cubic metres of 
gas in underground storage tanks, 5 billion cubic metres less than required to 
satisfy peak winter demand. Imports of Russian natural gas – normally made 
during spring – had been cut off since June due to a price and debt dispute 
(ECFR 10/10/2014; FT 15/10/2014). Gas delivery from Russia resumed in the 
beginning of December (International Business Times 9/12/2014, Naturalgaseurope 

9/12/2014).  

 Ukraine relies on nuclear power plants for about 45% of its electricity needs. An 
accident took place on 28 November at the nuclear power plant in Zaporizhzhia, 
which caused electricity shortages. The Zaporizhzhia plant is the country's 
largest, with six reactors and a total capacity of 6,000 megawatts. The accident 
aggravated the current unstable power supply situation.  

 Ukraine generates about 40% of its electricity from coal-fired power plants. Most 
of the country's coal reserves, however, are located in conflict-affected areas. In 
October, coal reserves at Ukraine's thermal power stations were more than 50% 
lower than in October 2013. Disruptions to coal shipments from Russia, as well 
as the high cost of importing coal from countries such as South Africa, have 
exacerbated shortages.  

 

 

Contextual Information  
 

Drivers of the Current Conflict 

 Early parliamentary elections on 26 October resulted in President Petro 
Poroshenko’s Bloc and Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk’s People's Front pro-
Western parties gaining together 45% of the party list votes. A coalition 
agreement was signed between Poroshenko's Bloc, the People's Front, 
Samopomich (or Self-Reliance, a reformist party), the Radical Party, and the 
Fatherland party on 21 November in preparation for the new Parliament opening 
on 27 November. This coalition takes 289 of 450 seats in parliament (Janes 

23/11/2014, OSW 26/11/2014, Electoralgeography 3/11/2014). The coalition agreement calls 
for the implementation of major constitutional, electoral, decentralisation, 
deregulation, energy, judicial, and other reforms. These are also considered 
essential for the national and international responses to the humanitarian crisis 
to achieve their full effects (COE 19/11/2014).  

 Corruption has been widespread in Ukraine; it is the most corrupt country in 
Europe according to the Corruption Perception Index 2014, ranking 142 out of 
176 countries worldwide (Transparency International 3/12/2014). Anti-corruption laws 
were passed in the run-up to the early parliamentary elections of October 2014, 
to show the will to reform (Reuters 7/10/2014, CSIS 14/10/2014). 

 Russian involvement: Pro-Russian separatists have battled Ukrainian forces in 
the eastern part of Ukraine since April 2014, despite the 5 September ceasefire 
agreement between separatists and Ukrainian government forces. Ukraine and 
its Western allies accuse Russia of supplying heavy weapons, expertise, and 
troops to the separatists, but Russia has repeatedly denied involvement. The 
EU and US have imposed a series of asset freezes and travel bans on many 
senior Russian officials and separatist leaders (BBC, 2014, CFR 2014, Reuters 

5/09/2014). 

 
  
 
 
 
 

http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/VRA%20November%202014.pdf
http://www.stratfor.com/sample/analysis/minor-disruption-highlights-ukraines-energy-vulnerability#axzz3KooEx9mk
http://www.stratfor.com/sample/analysis/minor-disruption-highlights-ukraines-energy-vulnerability#axzz3KooEx9mk
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/0078c61c-52d5-11e4-a236-00144feab7de.html#axzz3GCtatKMt
http://www.ecfr.eu/content/entry/commentary_why_this_winter_will_bring_a_new_gas_crisis_in_ukraine_and_europ
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/abf42546-53ab-11e4-929b-00144feab7de.html#axzz3GOlwWFO8
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/ukraine-receives-first-russian-gas-delivery-since-june-1478750
http://www.naturalgaseurope.com/ukraine-receives-resumed-russia-gas-deliveries
http://www.naturalgaseurope.com/ukraine-receives-resumed-russia-gas-deliveries
https://3c.web.de/mail/client/dereferrer?redirectUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fmandrillapp.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%2F7958185%2Fwww.stratfor.com%3Fp%
http://www.janes.com/article/46175/new-ukrainian-coalition-agreement-reduces-likelihood-of-russia-implementing-peace-deal-with-sanctions-likely-to-continue-into-2015
http://www.janes.com/article/46175/new-ukrainian-coalition-agreement-reduces-likelihood-of-russia-implementing-peace-deal-with-sanctions-likely-to-continue-into-2015
http://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2014-11-26/ukrainian-coalition-agreement
http://www.electoralgeography.com/new/en/countries/u/ukraine/ukraine-legislative-election-2014.html
http://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/News/News-View-EN.asp?newsid=5304&lang=2&cat=
http://ti-ukraine.org/en/content/5037.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/10/07/us-ukraine-crisis-corruption-idUSKCN0HW0V820141007
http://csis.org/ukraine/index.htm#115
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-27308526
http://www.cfr.org/global/global-conflict-tracker/p32137#!/?marker=32
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/09/05/us-ukraine-crisis-idUSKBN0GZ18D20140905
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/09/05/us-ukraine-crisis-idUSKBN0GZ18D20140905
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Response Capacity 
 

National and Local Response Capacity 

 During the early stages of the crisis, most humanitarian assistance was provided 
by local civil society organisations, volunteers, churches and NGOs. Religious or 
civic groups, or even individuals, spontaneously created some collective centres 
hosting IDPs. Many IDPs have found shelter with family and friends. In 
September the UN Special Rapporteur on the human rights of internally 
displaced persons called upon the Ukrainian Government for stronger 
intervention in cooperation with volunteers and civil society groups, as the 
resources and capacity of these groups were increasingly stretched, a situation 
which has deteriorated as the crisis extended and the humanitarian situation 
worsened.  

 On 19 November the new IDP law came into force. The law recognises the 
rights and freedoms of IDPs, establishes a simple procedure for registering IDPs 
as well as a unified IDP state registry, and aims at providing IDPs with 
temporary accommodation. The law also makes provision to return home 
voluntarily, and access to social housing or home loans on favourable terms for 
those who wish to settle elsewhere. Furthermore, access to a number of civil, 
economic and social rights, such as residence registration, access to 
employment, medical assistance in public health care institutions, provision of 
pensions and access to rehabilitation for IDPs with special needs is simplified 
(OHCHR 25/09/2014, OCHA 8/12/2014, OHCHR 201/11/2014, UNHCR 17/10/2014, ECRE 
5/12/2014). 

 
International Response Capacity 

 UN agencies surged key humanitarian personnel in April and large international 
NGOs began to arrive in August (OCHA 8/12/2014). Emergency capacity has been 
scaled up with the length and increasing scale of the humanitarian crisis, and 
especially with the onset of winter. 
 
 

Information Gaps and Needs 

 

Establishing the needs of the people affected by the conflict in Ukraine has been 

hampered by insecurity and violence and prevented comprehensive assessments of 

the situation. Assessments carried out on the ground so far have been sometimes 

limited by small sample sizes, or by inconsistencies in category definitions, or lack of 

definitions. There are information gaps in each sector. To better inform the 

humanitarian response in the country the following information is needed: 

 
 

Food Security and Livelihoods  

The effect of the crisis on livelihoods needs to be assessed in terms of: 

 financial resources available;  

 access to and affordability of food and basic commodities; and  

 the effect of delayed or non-payment of social benefits such as child benefits.  
 

Health 

 The situation and availability of medical services and medical supplies in the 
conflict zone needs further assessment.  

 Access to and continuity of vaccination campaigns to prevent and treatment of 
communicable diseases require monitoring.  

 IDPs, both children and adults, suffer from distress and mental health disorders. 
The need for psychosocial support or psychoeducation needs to be established, 
as does IDP access to healthcare, provision of medicine and access to 
vaccination programmes.  

 Updated information on the number of antenatal care and delivery services for 
IDP women is necessary. 

 
WASH  

 Updated information on the need for hygiene and sanitation items for IDPs and 
people remaining in conflict zones.  

 The provision of safe water supply and functioning of safe sewage disposal 
needs to be assessed.  

 The outbreak and occurrence of waterborne diseases needs to be monitored. 
 
Shelter and NFIs  

 Winterisation issues for IDPs and returnees need to be further assessed, 
including the need for basic NFIs such as clothing, blankets, heating sources, 
and shelter repair.  

 The availability of affordable shelter in areas where children can access schools 
and parents can find employment opportunities is essential and needs to be 
investigated. 

 
Education 

 Safeguarding uninterrupted access to education for IDP children and children 
who have remained in the areas of conflict, including kindergarten, and primary 
and secondary school, needs to be monitored.  

 The number and percentage of school-aged IDP children attending school. 

 The inclusion of IDP children, children from minority groups, and children with 
special needs requires assessment.  

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15096&LangID=E
http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/2015_HNO_Ukraine_20141205_0.pdf
http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/2015_HNO_Ukraine_20141205_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR%20IDP%20needs.pdf
http://ecre.org/component/content/article/70-weekly-bulletin-articles/912-new-ukrainian-law-protects-ukrainian-internally-displaced-people-but-excludes-stateless-a-foreigners.html
http://ecre.org/component/content/article/70-weekly-bulletin-articles/912-new-ukrainian-law-protects-ukrainian-internally-displaced-people-but-excludes-stateless-a-foreigners.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2015_HNO_Ukraine_20141205_0.pdf
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 The availability of child-friendly and safe learning spaces requires further 
assessment. The location and capacity of functional educational facilities and 
safe learning spaces, and the availability of educational material and qualified 
teachers needs to be established. 

 

Protection 

 The number of unaccompanied children, children orphaned by the conflict, or 
separated from their families, and the care they need, is not known and needs to 
be monitored. 

 The current situation in residential institutions for children needs to be assessed 
so as to provide adequate shelter, care, food, education, and medical and 
psychological support to the children. 

 Potential sexual exploitation and violence towards children aggravated by the 
conflict situation needs investigation.  

 Protection issues concerning IDPs, such as discrimination, social tensions, and 
stigmatisation and their effect on children need to be investigated.  

 The numbers of killed and wounded is considered a conservative estimate. 
Actual numbers are likely to be much higher and need to be investigated, as 
does the number of people remaining in areas of fighting. 

 Although of a formal registration system for IDPs has been implemented, the 
delay has impeded a clear understanding of the number and situation of IDPs, 
and, while centralised registration is still ongoing, actual IDP figures are 
unknown and likely to be higher. 

 There is a need to assess the situation of women affected by the conflict in 
terms of their health and psychological situation, the occurrence of gender-
based violence and stigmatisation, and their income and resources, especially 
of female-headed households. 
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Maps of Displacement 

 
 

 
Sources: OCHA 8/12/2014, UNHCR 12/12/2014 

http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/2015_SRP_Ukraine_20141205_0.pdf
http://unhcr.org.ua/attachments/article/1293/map24.jpg
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Annex: Key Characteristics of Affected Population and 

Area  
 

Population Characteristics 

 The Population of Ukraine in 2011 was estimated at 45,239,000: 20,846,000 
male and 24,393,000 female. 68.9% of the population lived in urban areas 
(UNdata, 2014, UNdata 2014). 

 Roughly 4.5 million people lived in Donetsk region and 2.3 million in Luhansk 
region in 2009 (SSSC 1/01/2009). 

 A high urbanisation rate can be observed in the east. In Donetsk region, more 
than 4 million are in urban areas, in Luhansk more than 2 million (SSSC 1/01/2009): 

 
Urbanisation rate, 2011 

 
Source: Wikimedia Commons, 26/09/2010 

 
 
 
 
 

 The population density per square km in the country was estimated at 75.3 
(SSSU 2014). 

 The sex ratio (males per 100 females) in Ukraine was 85 in 2011 (UNdata, 2014). 

 Life expectancy at birth in 2011 was 71 years for both sexes overall, 65 years 
for men and 76 years for women (WHO 2013). 

 Over the last decade the average household size in Ukraine decreased from 
2.77 persons in 1999 to 2.58 persons in 2012 (SSSU). 

 The annual rate of population change was -0.799% in the period from 2000 to 
2005 and -0.466% from 2005 to 2010 (UN DESA 2013/06). During 2013 the 
population decreased by 126,800. Ukraine is one of several countries that are 
expected to see their populations decline by more than 15% by 2050 (UN DESA 

2013). 

 East and West Ukraine show differences regarding population figures. The 
natural population growth rate was negative for all regions in 2009, with stronger 
decreases observed in the East than in the West: 

 
Natural population growth rates (per 1,000 population) 

 
Source: Wikimedia Commons, 2009/12/09 

 

 27% of the population was below the national poverty line in the years up to 
2009, with the share of population below the relative poverty level in rural areas 
almost twice as high as in urban areas: 
 

http://data.un.org/CountryProfile.aspx?crName=UKRAINE
http://data.un.org/Data.aspx?q=ukraine+urban&d=POP&f=tableCode%3a1%3bcountryCode%3a804
http://www.ukrcensus.gov.ua/eng/news/article;891/
http://www.ukrcensus.gov.ua/eng/news/article;891/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:UkraineUrbanization2010.PNG
http://database.ukrcensus.gov.ua/PXWEB2007/popul_eng.htm
http://data.un.org/CountryProfile.aspx?crName=UKRAINE
http://www.who.int/gho/publications/world_health_statistics/EN_WHS2013_Full.pdf
http://ukrstat.gov.ua/
http://esa.un.org/unpd/wpp/Excel-Data/EXCEL_FILES/1_Population/WPP2012_POP_F02_POPULATION_GROWTH_RATE.XLS
http://www.google.de/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=%22un+population+division%22+ukraine&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CEUQFjAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fesa.un.org%2Fwpp%2FDocumentation%2Fpdf%2FWPP2012_%20KEY%20FINDINGS.pdf&ei=wqcZU8uoHMHtswbb_IHwBA&usg=AFQjCNHcCSALtKOpo-qmVzFGSRB_w0cimA&bvm=bv.62578216,d.Yms
http://www.google.de/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=%22un+population+division%22+ukraine&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CEUQFjAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fesa.un.org%2Fwpp%2FDocumentation%2Fpdf%2FWPP2012_%20KEY%20FINDINGS.pdf&ei=wqcZU8uoHMHtswbb_IHwBA&usg=AFQjCNHcCSALtKOpo-qmVzFGSRB_w0cimA&bvm=bv.62578216,d.Yms
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Ukraine_natural_population_growth_rates.png
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Source data: UNECE, 2013. 

 

 The crude birth rate (per 1,000 of the population) was 10.88 in 2011 and 2012.  
The crude death rate (per 1,000 of the population) in 2011 was 14.8 (WHO 2014). 

 The total fertility rate per woman in 2011 and 2012 was 1.45 in both years, 
caused by falling disposable income and the closure of many childcare facilities 
after the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 (Euromonitor 11/05/2012). 

 The low fertility rate paired with high death rates mean Ukraine is expected to 
experience the single largest absolute population loss in Europe between 2011 
and 2020 (Euromonitor, 11/05/2012). 

 The under-five mortality rate (per 1,000 live births) in 1990 was 20; in 2012 it 
was 11 (UNICEF 31/12/2013) and in 2013, 10 (WHO 2014). 97.2% of children are 
weighed at birth; approximately 3.1% weigh less than 2.5kg at birth. 

 The maternal mortality ratio increased to an estimated 35 deaths per 100,000 
live births in 2010 compared to 32 in 2005 (WHO, 2013). 

 The adult literacy rate in Ukraine (% of people ages 15 and above) in 2012 was 
100% (Worldbank 2014). 

 73% of the population in the country is Ukrainian, 22% Russian, 1% Jewish, and 
4% of other ethnicity, including Belarusians, Moldovans, Bulgarians, Poles, 
Hungarians, Romanians, Roma, and Crimean Tatars (Consulate General of Ukraine in 

NY, 2007). The largest and most prominent ethnic minority group in the country is 

Ukraine’s Russian population. Ethnic Russians became an increasingly powerful 
force in Ukraine from the late 17th century until the end of Soviet rule in 1991. 
Russian settlers were sent to Ukraine to further the development of Ukrainian 
agricultural land and industrial projects. After Ukrainian independence, Russians 
no longer held a privileged status (Advocates for Human Rights 2010). Many of 
Ukraine’s ethnic minorities have assimilated, to varying degrees, into the wider 
culture (Advocates for Human Rights 2010).  

 The spatial distribution of people who identify Russian as their native language 
according to the 2001 Census is as follows: 

 

 
Source: CNN 3/03/2014. 

 
 
Administrative Information  

 Ukraine has a surface area of 603,500 km2 (UNdata, 2014). The country is 
bordered by Romania (with a common border of 169km), Moldova (939km), 
Romania (362km) and Hungary (103km) to the southwest, Slovakia (90km) to 
the west, Poland (428km) to the northwest, Belarus (891km) to the north, and 
Russia (1,576km) to the north and east (Consulate General of Ukraine in NY 2007). 

 The capital of Ukraine is Kiev with a population of 2,829,000 in 2011 (UN, 2014).  

 The country is, after Russia, the second largest in Europe (BBC, 25/02/2014). 
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http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/hlm/sessions/docs2013/Committee_session/informal.note.10.pdf
http://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.country.country-UKR
http://blog.euromonitor.com/2012/05/ukraines-population-in-rapid-decline.html
http://blog.euromonitor.com/2012/05/ukraines-population-in-rapid-decline.html
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/ukraine_statistics.html
http://apps.who.int/nutrition/landscape/report.aspx?iso=ukr
http://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.country.country-UKR
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SE.ADT.LITR.ZS
http://www.ukrconsul.org/BASIC_FACTS.htm
http://www.ukrconsul.org/BASIC_FACTS.htm
http://www.stopvaw.org/ethnic_minorities2
http://www.stopvaw.org/ethnic_minorities2
http://edition.cnn.com/interactive/2014/02/world/ukraine-divided/
http://data.un.org/CountryProfile.aspx?crName=UKRAINE
http://www.ukrconsul.org/BASIC_FACTS.htm
http://data.un.org/CountryProfile.aspx?crName=UKRAINE
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-18018002


  
  ACAPS – Eastern Ukraine 

   

16 

 

Economy 

 In West Ukraine, the economy is dominated by agrarian production and the 
service sector centred on the capital city of Kiev. Ukraine is currently the world’s 
largest producer of sunflower oil, and a major exporter of other agricultural 
products, such as wheat, grain and sugar. Much of this production takes place in 
the West of the country (SBS 05/03/2014). 

 The top five agricultural commodities produced in Ukraine in 2012 were: 

 

 
Source: FAO 2012 

 

 Ukraine is rich in natural resources. Coal is the main fossil fuel. It is mined in the 
Donetsk and Lviv-Volyn basins. More than 5% of the world’s reserves of iron ore 
are in Ukraine. Other natural resources include manganese, nickel, and 
uranium. The reserves of mercury ore are the second largest in the world. 
Ukraine is also rich in building materials (granite, marble, labradorite, chalk, 
marl, sandstone) (Ukraine Trek 2014). 

 The Donetsk region is the industrial heartland of the country and one of the 
major heavy-industrial and mining-metallurgical complexes of Europe. Besides 
its basic mining industries, the Donetsk Basin has highly developed ferrous-
metals industries that produce iron and steel in large quantities. Durable goods 
manufactured in the Donetsk Basin include mining and metallurgical equipment, 
diesel locomotives, and tractors (Ukraine Trek 2014). Most arms manufacturing 
takes place in the east, and the country – pre crisis – was one of the world’s 
leading exporters in both the steel and arms sectors (SBS 05/03/2014). 

 
 

 

 

Employment 

 In 2012 the unemployment rate was 7.5%: 6.4% among females and 8.5% 
among males. In urban areas it was 7.6%, in rural areas 7.4% (ILO, SSSU 

29/03/2013). 

 Close to 3 million people, or more than a third of rural residents of working age, 
are technically unemployed, as the majority of the population working on their 
own small farms do not consider themselves employed. Large numbers of rural 
residents of most active working age are forced to move away from their places 
of residence in search of employment, including moving abroad (UNDP, Ministry of 

Economy Ukraine 2005). 

 Employment per sector in 2012 was as follows:  
 

 
Source: SSSU 25/11/2013 
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http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2014/03/04/comment-divided-ukraine-could-see-two-radically-different-states-emerge
http://faostat.fao.org/site/339/default.aspx
http://ukrainetrek.com/about-ukraine-nature/ukraine-natural-resources
http://ukrainetrek.com/about-ukraine-nature/ukraine-natural-resources
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2014/03/04/comment-divided-ukraine-could-see-two-radically-different-states-emerge
http://www.ukrstat.gov.ua/operativ/operativ2012/rp/eans/eans_e/rbrn_rik12_e.htm
http://www.ukrstat.gov.ua/operativ/operativ2012/rp/eans/eans_e/rbrn_rik12_e.htm
http://www.social-protection.org/gimi/gess/RessourceDownload.action;jsessionid=9dc20d39aace5db70b0dd50dd33a482d6654bd2a95fe755f99e7e64476ab437e.e3aTbhuLbNmSe34MchaRah8Schj0?ressource.ressourceId=17870
http://www.social-protection.org/gimi/gess/RessourceDownload.action;jsessionid=9dc20d39aace5db70b0dd50dd33a482d6654bd2a95fe755f99e7e64476ab437e.e3aTbhuLbNmSe34MchaRah8Schj0?ressource.ressourceId=17870
http://www.ukrstat.gov.ua/operativ/operativ2013/rp/zn_ed/zn_ed_e/zn_ed_2012_e.htm

