
Ebola Situation Update – 17-24 November 

For more information on the Ebola crisis in West Africa, visit the ACAPS Ebola Needs Analysis 

Project page. 

Regional Outbreak 

 Reported Cases: The total cumulative number of reported cases across the region had reached 15,319, 
including 5,444 deaths (Liberia, Guinea, and Sierra Leone each reported over 17–18 November) (WHO, 

21/11/2014). 

 Projection: CDC is working on a new estimate for Ebola infections and no longer projects that Liberia and 
Sierra Leone will have 1.4 million cases by January 2015 (Bloomberg, 21/11/2014).  

 Mali: Six cases, all fatal, have been reported in Mali (WHO, 21/11/2014). The United Nations is expanding its 
Ebola emergency mission to include Mali (UNMEER, 21/11/2014). 

 Senegal: Senegal has reopened air and sea borders with Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone, but the land 
border between Guinea and Senegal remains closed (AFP, 15/11/2014). 

Guinea 

 Number of cases:  As of 18 November, 2,047 Ebola cases, including 1,214 deaths, have been reported in 
Guinea (WHO, 21/11/2014). 

 Spread of the disease: EVD transmission is persistent, although incidence is stable or declining in several 
districts. A total of 74 new cases were reported from 9 to 16 November. The vast majority of new cases were 
reported from the southeast, near the border with Liberia: Macenta reported 17 cases, Nzerekore 21 cases, and 
Kerouane 12 cases. Conakry reported one single new confirmed case the same week. Transmission in the 
districts of Coyah, Faranah and Siguiri persists. Case incidence continues to decline in the outbreak’s epicentre 
Gueckedou, which reported no new cases during the week to 16 November (WHO, 19/11/2014). Of a total of 34 
districts in Guinea, 10 are yet to report a case of EVD. However, MSF warns that the situation remains 
concerning. The transit facility in the district of Macenta was full and had to turn away patients on two separate 
occasions in the first half of November. The Ebola treatment centre in Gueckedou is also full and the situation 
in the eastern prefectures, where no facilities are available, is concerning (MSF, 21/11/2014). 

Liberia 

 Number of cases: As of 17 November, 7,082 Ebola cases, including 2,963 deaths, have been reported (WHO, 

21/11/2014).The utility of case numbers has been questioned; statistics are reported to be highly unreliable due 
to a lack of a comprehensive contact tracing, timely case investigation, and rapid Ebola testing (international media, 

20/11/2014). 

 Spread of the disease: Reported incidence seems to have stabilised over the past four weeks, after declining 
from mid-September until mid-October. A total of 80 probable cases were reported from 8 to 15 November. 
Efforts to control the disease remain critical, particularly in Montserrado district, which reported 46 of the new 
cases that week. Other areas of transmission include Bong, Grand Bassa, Grand Cape Mount, Rivercess and 
Sinoe. Lofa, however, has experienced a consistent decline in new weekly cases, with no new reported cases 
for a third consecutive week (WHO, 19/11/2014). All districts in Liberia have reported at least one case of EVD since 
the start of the outbreak. 

 Response: Logistics problems continue to hamper the containment of the epidemic, including hospitals which 
still cannot separate Ebola patients from others, shortages of ambulances, vehicles for case investigations, and 
thermometers (international media, 20/11/2014). By 12 November, an estimated 2,200 US troops are currently in 
Liberia (Reuters, 12/11/2014). 

 Political context: On 16 November, President Sirleaf replaced Health Minister Walter Gwenigale with George 
Werner (government, 16/11/2014). Official campaign activities began on 20 November, but elections will not be held 
in parts of the country that are under quarantine. All public rallies, demonstrations, and gatherings in public 
areas have been prohibited (international media, 20/11/2014). 

 Access: Gleyansiasu town in Gbarpolu county has reported food shortages and lack of some basic medical 
supplies due to the bad condition of the roads (UNMEER, 21/11/2014). 
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 Displacement: In October-November, about 14% of households indicate having moved dwellings since the 
Ebola outbreak, but only 30% of these households left the county. 7–15% of households indicated that a 
household member had left due to Ebola, with more than half indicating that the member went to Monrovia (World 

Bank, 19/11/2014). 

 Food Security: It is difficult to estimate the impact of EVD compared to seasonal issues. More than 90% of 
households surveyed by the World Bank in October-November indicated that they were worried that their 
household would not have enough to eat at some point in the previous two weeks. Over 70% of respondents 
said they do not have enough money to afford food. Many households have reduced the number of meals (80%, 
according to the mVAM), and restricted adult consumption in order to feed children, but still more than 90% 
worried that their household would not have enough to eat (World Bank, 19/11/2014). 

 Agriculture and Markets: Imported rice prices this October were about 40% above general October price 
average. There has been a substantial return to agriculture since early October, but it is too early yet to estimate 
the impact on the ongoing harvest (World Bank, 19/11/2014). 

 Livelihood: The self-employed have been hardest hit, due to the closure of markets. Before the crisis, over 
30% of working household heads were self-employed, down to just above 10% nowadays. Only 50% of people 
working in the wage employment sector are still working, because of business or government office closures 
(World Bank, 19/11/2014). 

 Health: Before the Ebola outbreak, more than 70% of the 30,000 HIV patients in Liberia had access to 
treatment, but more than 60% of the facilities distributing antiretroviral medicines have since closed, according 
to the National AIDS Control Program (IRIN, 21/11/2014). 

 WASH: Half of the population have no access to toilets (UNMEER, 20/11/2014). 

 Protection: Liberia’s Institute of Statistics estimates that over two million children are affected by EVD in Liberia, 
about 600,000 of whom are under five (UNICEF, 19/11/2014). 

Sierra Leone 

 Number of cases:  As of 18 November, 6,190 Ebola cases, including 1,267 deaths, have been reported in 
Sierra Leone (WHO, 21/11/2014). According to the mayor of Freetown, 2,200 corpses have been buried since the 
start of the disease, while officials reported over 1,200 deaths, reinforcing suspicion about underreporting Ebola 
cases and deaths (international media, 21/11/2014). 

 Spread of the disease:  All districts of Sierra Leone have reported at least one probable or confirmed case 
since the start of the outbreak. EVD transmission remains intense and widespread, with the country reporting 
533 new confirmed cases between 9 and 16 November, including 168 in Freetown. High levels of activity persist 
in Port Loko and the Western rural area, which reported 95 and 102 confirmed cases. Bombali reported 52 
confirmed cases. Transmission remains persistent in Bo, Koinadugu, Kono, Moyamba and Tonkolili. However, 
Kailahun has continued to experience sharp declines in incidence, with only one case reported in the past week 
(WHO, 19/11/2014). After three weeks without new infections, the district of Kenema, the epicentre of the outbreak, 
reported a death from Ebola on 21 November (AFP, 21/11/2014). 

 Health: The national public health system is overstretched and struggling to deliver non-EVD care (UNMEER, 

16/11/2014). 

 Gap: At least 300,000 personal protective equipment (PPE) sets are needed (UNMEER, 16/11/2014). 

 WASH: About a third of the population live without latrines (UNMEER, 20/11/2014). 

 Protection: More than 3,400 children have been directly affected by the virus. About 800 children have lost 
both parents to Ebola according to UNICEF (IRIN, 20/11/2014). 

Annex 

 Useful websites: Ebola Response Coalition ; Humanitarian response West and Central Africa ; UNMEER ; Ebola 
Communication Network ; International SOS ; Ebola digest ; Reliefweb West Africa – Ebola outbreak 
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