
Ebola Situation Update – 10-17 November 
 

Regional Outbreak 

 Reported Cases: 14,383 cases of Ebola and 5,165 deaths have been reported in Guinea, 
Liberia, and Sierra Leone (Liberia, Guinea and Sierra Leone each reported over 10-11 November) (WHO, 

14/11/2014). 

 Spread of the disease: A U.S. official estimated there are 3,000 active cases of Ebola in West Africa, 
many of them in small clusters throughout the countries (international media 13/11/2014). 

 Gap: Only 62% of Ebola-affected districts across the three countries have access to lab services, according 
to WHO (IRIN 12/11/2014). 

 Health: 80% of people living with HIV in the three most Ebola affected countries have not been able to 
access treatment (UNDP 14/11/2014). Around 217,000 people are estimated to live with HIV in Guinea, Liberia 
and Sierra Leone (international organisation 20/10/2014). 

 Protection: According to UNICEF, at least 7,000 children in Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone have lost 
one or both parents to Ebola since the start of the outbreak, and many are being rejected by their relatives 
for fear of infection (UNMEER 10/11/2014). 

Guinea 

 Number of cases: As of 11 November, 1,919 Ebola cases, including 1,166 deaths, have been reported (WHO, 

14/11/2014). 

 Spread of the disease: Intense EVD transmission persists in Guinea, despite incidence stabilising in some 
districts. There were 145 new confirmed cases reported from 3 to 9 November. Of a total of 34 districts in 
Guinea, 10 remain unaffected by Ebola. Disease transmission continues to be high in Macenta and Kerouane, 
with 33 and 30 new reported confirmed cases, respectively, in that week. Nzerekore, Beyla, Faranah and Coyah 
also remain areas of high EVD activity, as well as the capital which reported 18 confirmed cases. New case 
numbers have been declining in the outbreak’s epicentre of Gueckedou (WHO, 12/11/2014). 

 Response: On 15 November, France announced it will coordinate Ebola containment efforts in Guinea, at the 
UN’s request (AFP, 15/11/2014). 

 Political context: On 11 November, several opposition deputies and human rights activists went on hunger 
strike in Womey, Nzerekore prefecture, demanding the safe return of around 6,000 people they say fled their 
homes after a group of EVD sensitizers was killed last September by residents. The army was deployed in the 
town after the killings and was accused of human rights violations (UNMEER, 12/11/2014; international media, 11/11/2014). 
On 12 November, the Guinean government announced the withdrawal of the troops (UNMEER, 14/11/2014). 

 Security tensions: On 8 November, in Coyah, several incidents of vandalism by the local population were 
reported after a visit by contact tracers. Sensitisation activities in this area have been suspended. Protests took 
place in Kaloum, Conakry, over a suspected Ebola death; the vehicle of the burial team was vandalised and 
security forces intervened to restore order (UNMEER, 11/11/2014). 

 Livelihood: UNDP estimates that household income has dropped by 12.7 % in Guinea as of October, due to 
the consequences of the Ebola outbreak (UNDP, 14/11/2014).  

Liberia 

 Number of cases: As of 10 November, 6,878 Ebola cases, including 2,812 deaths, have been reported (WHO, 

14/11/2014). 

 Spread of the disease: All districts in Liberia have reported at least one case of EVD since the start of the 
outbreak. Weekly case numbers fell in Liberia from mid-September to the end of October and this decline has 
since stabilised. Liberia reported 97 confirmed and probable cases between 1 and 8 November. Efforts to control 
the disease remain critical, particularly in Montserrado district, which reported 44 of the new cases that week. 
Case incidence is declining in the neighbouring district of Marigibi, but high transmission persists. Other areas 
of high transmission include Bomi and Bong. Lofa, however, has experienced a consistent decline in new weekly 
cases, with no new reported case between end October and 11 November (WHO, 12/11/2014). Concerns have 
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been raised by humanitarian actors over violent EVD outbreaks in remote communities in the area between 
Bong and Gbarpolu counties during the first half of November. Reaching these locations require a 3-4 hour trek 
through the deep forest area and canoeing a river. Residents of the affected communities might flee the area in 
search for healthcare, contributing to the spread of the epidemic (UNMEER, 13/11/2014). 

 Containment measures: On 13 November, the Liberian President lifted the State of Emergency and extended 
the curfew (government, 13/11/2014).  

 Strike: On 10 November, some 600 EVD workers surrounded Liberia's Ministry of Health demanding back 
payment of salaries and entitlements dating from early September (UNMEER, 13/11/2014). 

 Political and security context: On 12 November, Liberia urged the UN not to reduce its peacekeeping force 
in the country, warning that the EVD epidemic is threatening peace and social cohesion (UNMEER, 13/11/2014). 

 Access: The humanitarian response is being hampered by a shortage of funds for fuel, as well as by poor road 
conditions, which have worsened due to heavy rains. Lack of sufficient vehicles is also complicating the 
distribution of supplies and transportation of EVD patients (UNMEER, 10/11/2014). 

 Food Security: Coping levels are elevated throughout Liberia, suggesting that the EVD outbreak has had wide-
ranging consequences for livelihoods and food security in the country. The impact on employment seems to be 
eroding food purchasing power in the Ebola-affected county of Lofa and in the central zone that includes Bong, 
Margibi and Nimba (WFP, 10/11/2014). If no changes are forthcoming, Mercy Corps has warned that households 
could face a critical level of food insecurity by April/May 2015. In addition to commodity price increases, it is 
now more expensive for people to access markets, as fewer passengers are sharing the cost of a trip (Mercy 

Corps, 04/11/2014). 

 Livelihood: Household income has dropped by 35% in Liberia as of October, due to the consequences of the 
Ebola outbreak (UNDP, 14/11/2014). 

 Protection: On 10 November, four soldiers and their commanding officer were condemned for their actions 
during a protest in West Point over the Ebola quarantine in August. Two soldiers were found guilty of assault 
and arbitrary use of force, while two others were convicted of making false statements (international media, 

10/11/2014). 

Sierra Leone 

 Number of cases: As of 11 November, 5,586 Ebola cases, including 1,187 deaths, have been reported in 
Sierra Leone (WHO, 14/11/2014).  

 Spread of the disease: EVD transmission remains very concerning in Sierra Leone, with the country reporting 
421 confirmed cases between 3 and 9 November, including 77 in Freetown. All districts of Sierra Leone have 
reported at least one probable or confirmed case since the start of the outbreak. High levels of activity persist 
in Bombali and the Western rural area, which each reported 69 confirmed cases. Port Loko and Tonkolili each 
reported 56 confirmed cases. Koinadugu and Kambia reported 25 and six confirmed cases, respectively, making 
both districts emerging areas of concern. However, Kenema and Kailahun have continued to experience sharp 
declines in incidence. The latter reported three confirmed cases in the past week. Kenema has not had a 
confirmed case since 1 November (WHO, 12/11/2014). 

 Response: The Ministry of Health and Sanitation is planning a mass distribution of anti-malaria medicine, 
targeting 2.4 million people, in hotspot areas in the districts of Bombali, Kambia, Koinadugu, Moyamba, Port 
Loko, Tonkolili and in all of the Western Area, in order to better identify Ebola cases, as the symptoms are 
similar (UNICEF, 12/11/2014). 

 Gap: 152,100 additional personal protective equipment (PPE) kits are needed by the end of the year (UNMEER, 

09/11/2014). 

 Strike: On 12 November, some 400 healthcare workers at an Ebola treatment centre in Bandajuma, in Bo 
district, began a sit-down strike over hazard payment (international media, 12/11/2014). 

 Livelihood: Household income has dropped by 29.7% in Sierra Leone as of October, due to the consequences 
of the Ebola outbreak (UNDP, 14/11/2014). 

 Protection: As of 9 November, at least 944 children have been orphaned due to EVD (UNMEER, 09/11/2014). 

Annex 

 Useful websites: Ebola Response Coalition ; Humanitarian response West and Central Africa ; UNMEER ; Ebola 
Communication Network ; International SOS ; Ebola digest ; Reliefweb West Africa – Ebola outbreak 
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