
Ebola Situation Update – 1-8 December 

For more information on the Ebola crisis in West Africa, visit the ACAPS Ebola Needs Analysis Project 

page. 

Regional Outbreak 

 Reported Cases: The total cumulative number of reported cases across the region has reached 17,800, including 
6,331 deaths (Liberia, Guinea and Sierra Leone each reported over 3-6 December) (WHO, 08/12/2014). 

 Mali: As of 3 December, eight cases, including six facilities, have been reported in Mali (WHO, 03/12/2014). 

 Senegal: On 8 December, the Senegalese Health Minister announced that six treatment centres would be 
established in the country (international media, 08/12/2014). 

 Response: The EU's medical evacuation system is "fully operational" with four planes on standby in Luxembourg 
and the US, and nine countries ready to treat repatriated staff (UNMEER, 04/12/2014). 

 Education: Around five million children are out of school due to Ebola-related school closures in Guinea, Liberia 
and Sierra Leone (Global Business Coalition for Education, 03/12/2014). 

 Protection: Property and inheritance laws may discriminate against women and girls affected by Ebola, with some 
reports of Ebola widows being denied the ability to inherit their husband’s property (international media, 05/12/2014). 

Guinea 

 Number of cases:  As of 6 December, 2,283 Ebola cases, including 1,412 deaths, have been reported in Guinea 
(WHO, 08/12/2014) 

 Spread of the disease: EVD transmission is persistent and, since early October, slightly increasing. 77 new 
confirmed cases were reported between 23 and 30 November. In the past three weeks, a large number of cases 
were from the eastern districts, mostly in Macenta, Nzerekore and Kankan. The persistent transmission in Kankan 
and Siguri, and the surrounding areas of Kerouane, Kouroussa and Kissidougo, is of particular concern for WHO, 
because the local populations would likely seek treatment in the north, and in neighbouring Mali in particular, rather 
than at facilities in the nearby southeastern districts of Gueckedou. In Siguiri, there has been persistent transmission 
since November. The district of Faranah, at the border with Sierra Leone, has reported an average of eight cases 
per week for the past month. Conakry has reported an increase in the number of new cases over the past two 
weeks. Although out of a total of 34 districts in Guinea, 10 are yet to report a case of EVD, there has been a 
geographical expansion in transmission over the past two months: in October, nine districts had reported an infection 
during the past week; as of December, 14 districts had reported an infection during the past week (WHO, 03/12/2014). 

 Resistance to the Ebola response: In Beyla prefecture, resistance from rural communities has been frequently 
reported times (UNMEER, 02/12/2014; UNICEF, 03/12/2014). On 4 December, in Conakry, youths protested against the 
establishment of an Ebola treatment centre (AFP, 04/12/2014). On 1 December, in Conakry, a burial team was assaulted 
by local residents over the burial of a suspected Ebola case (UNICEF, 03/12/2014). 

 Agriculture: All agricultural sectors have been hit by the crisis. Rice production is estimated to have fallen by 20%, 
or 190,000 metric tons. Coffee production has halved in 2014 and cocoa production has declined by a third. Corn 
production has declined by 25%. Fish exports have fallen by more than 40% (World Bank, 02/12/2014). 

 Education: The Government is preparing for the re-opening of schools for the end of December 2014 or early 2015 
(UNICEF, 03/12/2014). 

Liberia 

 Number of cases: As of 3 December, 7,719 Ebola cases, including 3,177 deaths, have been reported (WHO, 

08/12/2014). 

 Spread of the disease: Reported incidence seems to have stabilised over the past five weeks, after declining from 
mid-September until mid-October. 43 confirmed cases were reported 23–28 November; of which Montserrado 
county reported 34. Other areas of transmission include Bomi, Grand Bassa, Grand Cape Mount and Margibi. Lofa, 
however, has experienced a consistent decline in new weekly cases, with no new reported cases for a fifth 
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consecutive week (WHO, 03/12/2014). All districts in Liberia have reported at least one case of EVD since the start of 
the outbreak. Health authorities in Monrovia have reported new outbreaks in New Kru Town, Clara Town, and 
Barnersville (international media, 05/12/2014). 

 Political Context: On 7 December, the Supreme Court lifted an Executive Order of 3 December, suspending all 
electoral campaigning in Montserrado county due to EVD risks (Government, 03/12/2014; UNMEER, 08/12/2014). The 
President’s son Robert Sirleaf, who is a senatorial candidate, has opposed the order and his petition will be heard 
10 December (Reuters, 07/12/2014). On 8 December, the leader of the opposition Congress for Democratic Change 
called on his supporters to gather in mass at the Capitol Building (local media, 08/12/2014). 

 Resistance to the Ebola response: Community resistance to health workers and treatment remains high, 
particularly in Bomi, Grand Cape Mount, Grand Kru and Gbarpolu counties (UNMEER, 28/11/2014; UNICEF, 03/12/2014). 

 Access: The humanitarian response is being hampered by road transport problems: a shortage of funds for fuel, 
poor road conditions have worsened due to heavy rains; and lack of vehicles are complicating the distribution of 
supplies and transportation of EVD patients (UNMEER, 10/11/2014; UNICEF, 03/12/2014). 

 Markets: The population of Margibi county lacks rice and cassava, and is relying on suppliers from outside the 
county (Food Security Cluster, 13/11/2014). 

 Health: Only 44% of routine health services are reported to be operational by the Ministry of Health (Government, 

30/11/2014). 

 Protection: Families of victims and survivors are experiencing physical and verbal abuse and lack access to health 
facilities, food and water sources (UNMEER, 30/11/2014). As of end November, communities under quarantine in 
Robertsport, Grand Cape Mount county, reported that they had not received sufficient food rations since 14 
November, when they were placed under quarantine. Other community members reportedly denied quarantined 
communities access to wells (UNMEER, 30/11/2014). 

Sierra Leone 

 Number of cases:  As of 6 December, 7,798 Ebola cases, including 1,742 deaths, have been reported in Sierra 
Leone (WHO, 08/12/2014). 

 Spread of the disease:  All districts of Sierra Leone have reported at least one probable or confirmed case since 
the start of the outbreak. EVD transmission remains intense and widespread, with the country reporting 537 new 
confirmed cases between 23 and 30 November, including 202 in Freetown. High transmission persists in Port Loko 
and the rural Western area, which reported 94 and 72 confirmed cases, respectively. Bombali reported 66 confirmed 
cases and Tonkolili 40. Transmission persists in Bo, Kono, Moyamba, Kambia, and Koinadugu. Increases in the 
number of cases were reported in all these districts except in Moyamba. Bonthe has not reported a case for the 
past two weeks (WHO, 03/12/2014). However, Kenema and Kailahun have continued to experience sharp declines in 
incidence. Kailahun reported one case; the single case in Kenema was reported on the week to 23 November and 
was the first reported since 1 November. Kenema’s mayor declared the district Ebola-free but the central 
government condemned the statement (international media, 04/12/2014) 

 Movement restriction: On 2 December, Tonkolili was added to the list of districts under quarantine at least until 
15 December (Government, 02/12/2014). 

 Containment: On 4 December, the Chief Executive Officer of National Ebola Response Centre stated he was in 
favour of jailing anyone caught washing dead bodies (international media, 04/12/2014). 

 Unrest: On 8 December, doctors at Freetown’s main hospital went on strike in protest over inadequate equipment 
to fight the Ebola epidemic (AFP, 08/12/2014). 

 Access: Poor coordination between agencies and road access issues remain major challenges in rural areas, 
making it sometimes impossible to reach families in need of food within 24 hours of being placed under quarantine 
(UNMEER, 30/11/2014). 

 Food Security: The rice harvest, which usually starts in August in the east and October in the north, has been 
delayed due to heavy rainfall in September (International Growth Centre, 13/11/2014). 

 Markets: The number of traders selling food items in Sierra Leone has fallen. In Kailahun and Kenema, there are 
69% fewer domestic rice traders than in 2012 (International Growth Centre, 13/11/2014). 

 Supply needs: 200,000 personal protective equipment (PPE) sets are needed every month (UNMEER, 30/11/2014) 
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