
Ebola Situation Update: 12 - 19 January 

For more information on the Ebola crisis in West Africa, visit the ACAPS Ebola Needs Analysis Project page. 

Region        
 

 Mali: On 19 January, Mali was declared Ebola-free after 42 days without reporting any new cases (international media, 

19/01/2015). 

 Number of cases: The total cumulative number of reported cases across the region has reached 21,614, including 
8,594 deaths (Liberia, Guinea and Sierra Leone each reported 15–17 January) (WHO, 19/01/2015).  

Guinea 
 
 Education: On 19 January, schools in Guinea reopened. Initial attendance was low, as the announcement the 

preceding week had taken many people by surprise. Schools had been closed for three months because of the 
Ebola epidemic (international media, 14/01/2015; 16/01/2015; 19/01/2015). 

 Resistance to the Ebola response: In the week to 14 January, response efforts faced resistance in 27 sub-
prefectures (UNICEF, 14/01/2015). On 10 January, two men were killed by villagers of Dar es-Salaam, Forecariah 
prefecture, as they were accused of spreading Ebola (local media, 14/01/2015; UNMEER, 15/01/2015). 26 people were 
arrested and tension remains high in Forecariah, with several villages inaccessible (international media, 18/01/2015; 

UNMEER, 15/01/2015). As of 11 January, Forecariah is the prefecture most affected by EVD (WHO, 14/01/2015). 

 Food security: As of late December, most households are consuming their own crop production and are facing 
Minimal (IPC phase 1) acute food insecurity (FEWSNET, 31/12/2014). A survey of the Forest region by WFP and FAO 
showed that 74% of affected communities are reducing the number of meals per day and 59% have resorted to 
eating seeds (WFP and FAO, 31/12/2014). In Nzerekore and Conakry, poor households are facing Stressed (IPC phase 
2) food insecurity and have difficulties affording certain essential non-food items (FEWSNET, 31/12/2014). 

 Livelihoods: In the regions of Nzerekore and Conakry, many poor households are facing below-average incomes 
and decreased purchasing power, despite stable or declining food prices (FEWSNET, 31/12/2014). In the Forest region, 
91% of communities surveyed by WFP and FAO indicate that the availability of labour has decreased, and its cost 
has increased (WFP and FAO, 31/12/2014). 

 Agriculture: In the Forest region, Ebola-related fears have reduced the availability of agricultural labour, resulting 
in reduced yields. The largest production declines compared to 2013 levels were estimated for Nzerekore (-8%), 
while other regions are projected to experience only slight decreases (up to -3%) (FEWSNET, 31/12/2014). 

 Access: Field Crisis Managers for N’Zérékoré and Macenta reported that fuel supplies were replenished on 11 
January, following a general fuel shortage in Guinea (UNMEER, 13/01/2015). 

 Child protection: As of 14 January, 4,113 children who lost one or both parents to Ebola have been identified in 
22 of 27 affected prefectures (UNICEF, 14/01/2015). 

 Number of cases: As of 17 January, 2,873 Ebola cases, including 1,875 deaths, have been reported in Guinea 
(WHO, 19/01/2015). Spread of the disease: EVD transmission has decreased since December. In the week to 11 
January, Guinea reported its lowest weekly total of new confirmed cases since the week ending 17 August. 
However, the case fatality rate was very high (76%) in the first two weeks of 2015 compared to previous months 
(WHO, 14/01/2015; UNICEF, 14/01/2015). In the week to 11 January, Forecariah was the worst affected district (12 new 
confirmed cases), followed by Conakry (nine new confirmed cases). Four districts that previously reported Ebola 
cases, including Gueckedou, the origin of the outbreak, did not report any new confirmed cases (WHO, 14/01/2015). 

 

Liberia  

 Unrest: On 13 January, burial teams were reportedly chased away by communities in Konton, Garwula 
district, Grand Cape Mount (UNMEER, 15/01/2015). 

 

 Education: Liberia plans to reopen schools on 2 February, but the majority of schools in Grand Cape Mount will 

not be ready to open on time, and there is concern that other schools may not be prepared to meet the deadline 
(UNMEER, 15/01/2015). 
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 Resistance to the Ebola Response: Pockets of resistance to the Ebola response are being fuelled by rumours 

that the Ebola crisis is over as the state of emergency has ended. The senatorial election campaigns of December 

2014 strengthened this view (UNMEER, 11/01/2015).  

 Protection: Discrimination and stigmatization of quarantined persons, EVD survivors, as well as members of 
their families, the issue of discrimination and stigmatization still persists  (UNMEER, 11/01/2015). 

 

 Access: A lack of vehicles in good condition, and poor road network due to heavy rains continue to h amper 
humanitarian response. Storage capacity for medical supplies remains a main constraint, causing major 
delays in distribution to health facilities causing major delays in distribution  (UNMEER, 11/01/2015). 

 
 Market: Based on commercial forecasts, there is a rice import gap of 90,000 metric tons, which is 

exacerbating national food insecurity (FAO, 05/01/2015).  
 
 Prices: Nationally, rice production in 2014 is estimated to have declined by 12%. In Lofa and Margibi, a 20% 

decrease in rice production has been reported because of limited maintenance of the fields (FAO, 05/01/2015). 

 
 WASH: The supply of buckets and chlorine water solution for hand washing is inadequate (UNMEER, 16/01/2015). 

 

 Migration: In October–December about 18% of households indicated that a household member had left since the 
Ebola outbreak, with approximately a third leaving the county, predominantly for Monrovia (World Bank, 12/01/2015). 
The migration patterns are similar to standard patterns prior to the EVD crisis. 

 Number of cases: As of 15 January, 8,435 Ebola cases, including 3,587 deaths, have been reported (WHO, 

19/01/2015). Spread of the disease: In the seven days to 11 January, only 8 confirmed cases were reported, 4 in 
Montserrado and 4 in Grand Cape Mount (WHO, 14/01/2015). 

 
Sierra Leone  

 Health: Concerns have been raised about the sexual transmission of Ebola in the period after discharge of male 
survivors from treatment centres. An increase has been reported in the number of patients believed to have 
contracted the disease through sexual transmission. Some survivors are not following the recommended 90 days 
of abstinence, and education on condom use is lacking (international media, 17/01/2015). Information on the use of non-
Ebola related maternity services is contradictory. In a study conducted between May and July 2014, CDC reported 
that use of antenatal and postnatal services was more affected by the Ebola outbreak than delivery in health facilities 
in Kenema district. While according to a World Bank phone survey conducted in November, the decrease in use of 
maternal health services, notably antenatal visits, is most pronounced in Freetown, and there appears to be little 
evidence for a decrease in usage of these services in the rest of the country (CDC, 02/1/2015; WB, 12/01/2015). 

 Markets: A reduction in trader activity has been reported, which is projected to be particularly harmful for farmers 
relying on cash crops such as cocoa and coffee (WFP, 05/01/2015). 

 Response: On 9 January, in Kissy, on the outskirts of Freetown, MSF opened the first Ebola treatment unit to focus 
on maternal cases, providing both Ebola care and obstetric services to pregnant women with, or suspected to have 
Ebola (MSF, 09/01/2015). Phase one of the Western Area Surge brought out 944 sick people in various communities; 
263 of them tested positive for Ebola (international media, 13/01/2015). 

 Containment: An increase in cases among inhabitants of Kaffu Bullom chiefdom, Port Loko District, close to Lungi 
International Airport, has led to increased scrutiny of procedures for airport workers (IOM, 16/01/2015). 

 Child protection: As of 12 January, 15,258 children have been identified as directly affected by the consequences 
of Ebola, including 7,968 children who have lost one or both parents to Ebola and 552 unaccompanied or separated 
from their caregiver (UNICEF, 15/01/2015). 

 Number of cases: As of 17 January, 10,306 Ebola cases, including 3,132 deaths, have been reported (WHO, 

19/01/2015). Spread of the disease: Case incidence is decreasing in Sierra Leone, with 184 new confirmed cases 
reported in the week to 11 January. The west of the country remains the area of most intense transmission. In 
Freetown, 59 new confirmed cases were reported, neighbouring Port Loko reported 41, and the Western rural area 
31. Kambia and Kono reported 17 and 14 new confirmed cases, respectively (WHO, 14/01/2015). 
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