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Facts & Figures 

Human Development 

Index rank: 185th out of 
188 countries 

1 in 7 Chadian children 
dies before age 5 (World 
Bank) 

Over 322 000 children 

severely malnourished in 
2016 (UNICEF) 

A total of 3.6 million 
people are food insecure 
in Chad in 2016, out of 
which 1 million people 
are severely insecure and 

need humanitarian aid. 
(Cadre Harmonisé) 

Over 380 000 refugees 
mainly from Nigeria, 
Sudan and the Central 
African Republic (OCHA) 

 

European Commission 
humanitarian funding: 

 2016: €50.2 million 

 2015: €58 million 

 2014: €42.1 million 

 2013: €37 million  

 2012: €59 million 

 

 

One in four people in Chad’s rural areas face food insecurity. © WFP/Rein Skullerud 

Key messages

 As one of the world's least developed countries, Chad 
continues to face a complex emergency as a result of chronic 
food insecurity, under nutrition*, natural hazards which are 

expected to be exacerbated by the El Nino phenomenon, 
epidemics and massive displacement of populations. 

 The continuous attacks by the Boko Haram group from Nigeria 

along the border have led to the displacement of some 
105 000 people with very serious humanitarian consequences. 

 The high level of insecurity across the Lake Chad area 
seriously hampers access to the affected populations and the 
delivery of humanitarian assistance.  

 Chad also hosts refugees and returnees who fled violence in 
neighbouring Central African Republic, Sudan (Darfur) and 
Libya. The protracted nature of these displacements puts an 

additional strain on the ecological and economical resources of 
an extremely poor population living in an underdeveloped 
environment. 

 The European Commission's humanitarian aid totals €50.2 
million in 2016 and is significantly contributing to the 
treatment of acutely malnourished children, assistance to the 

displaced people, and to the distribution of in-kind food aid* 
and cash grants to the poorest families during the lean season.  
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Humanitarian situation and needs 

Background  

Situated at the junction of five major humanitarian crises – the Sahel, Darfur (Sudan), Central 

African Republic, Nigeria and Libya - Chad is a fragile state characterised by structural poverty, 

limited access to clean water and healthcare, inadequate nutrition and low vaccination coverage. 

These factors combined with cyclical droughts and floods exacerbate people's vulnerabilities, 

particularly those of children, pregnant women and breastfeeding mothers, who suffer high levels of 

malnutrition. Chad was among the countries worst hit by the 2012 Sahel food and nutrition crisis 

and is expected to be affected by the El Nino weather phenomenon in 2016.  

Major needs and related problems 

Regarding food security, the outlook for 2016 is gloomy, with some 3.6 million people facing food 

insecurity during the lean season – the months between harvests when food is scarce and 

expensive, and 1 million in need of emergency food aid. 

The preliminary results of Chad’s national nutritional survey using the SMART methodology 

(Standardized Monitoring and Assessment of Relief and Transitions) show a national global acute 

malnutrition (GAM) rate of 11.7% with 2.8 % of severe acute malnutrition (SAM). The situation has 

worsened in all regions in comparison with the same period last year. 13 regions out of 20 surpass 

emergency threshold for SAM. According to the survey, 322 000 children from 6 to 59 months are 

expected to suffer SAM in 2016. The survey also shows that only 5.5 % of the young children in 

Chad are exclusively breastfed. 

In addition, due to the conflicts in neighboring countries, Chad hosts around 380 000 refugees, the 

majority of which have lived there for the last 10 years. Most of these refugees are expected to 

remain in Chad in 2016 where they will continue to rely on host communities and humanitarian 

assistance. 

According to the International Organisation for Migration's Displacement Tracking Matrix, the total 

number of displaced people (refugees, returnees and internally displaced persons (IDPs) included) 

affected by Boko Haram violence in the Lake region of the country is estimated at more than 105 

000. The local population is also impacted by prices hike and disruption of traditional trade patterns 

with Nigeria. 

Access to displaced populations is still difficult. Some IDPs are located in remote areas, hardly 

accessible by trucks. Logistics constraints compounded by insecurity render the delivery of aid very 

challenging. Despite all the efforts deployed by the international community, urgent needs remain to 

be addressed in all sectors.  

Chad is very regularly afflicted by epidemics and disease outbreaks – in particular meningitis, 

measles, cholera and malaria, owing to a low vaccination coverage and weak water and sanitation 

infrastructure.  

The European Union's Humanitarian Response 

Funding 

The European Commission has assisted Chad since 1994. Since 2012, it has made available more 

than €246 million for multi-sectorial assistance to people affected by the different crises. 

 Food & nutrition –Together with partners, cash grants and vouchers funded by the EU have 

enabled 75 000 households (approximately 450 000 people) to acquire basic food items in 2015. 

Some 154 000 children suffered from severe acute malnutrition in 2015. Various humanitarian 

partners ensured life-saving nutritional care in 17 out of 33 Sahelian health districts with a 

direct impact on the lives of 74 000 children under five years of age. Treatment was provided in 

the health centres which support the Integrated Management of Acute Malnutrition (IMAM). 

These health centres are partly funded by the European Commission’s Humanitarian Aid and 

Civil Protection directorate (ECHO). 
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 Refugees & displaced people – 2015 saw a continuous influx of refugees and returnees into 

Chad fleeing Boko Haram violence in Nigeria, plus additional displacement following cross border 

attacks. The numbers more than tripled from the beginning of the year -30 000 – to the current 

105 000 overall displaced. The European Commission’s humanitarian aid has been supporting 

primary and secondary health care of new refugees and host communities in the Baga-Sola 

Hospital as well as in Baga-Sola and Ngouboua villages, where many of the displaced are. A 

contingency stock of core relief items was distributed to Internally Displaced People and an 

initial response in Water, Sanitation and Hygiene was provided for host communities and 

displaced people. Efforts in 2015 also focused on the social and economic integration of long-

term refugees, for them to acquire some level of self-reliance.  

 Epidemics – In 2015, the EU provided support to fight seasonal malaria outbreaks in the 

Mandoul region. In addition, epidemic prevention has been supported in Baga-Sola. In May 

2016, the EU supported a vaccination campaign against measles outbreaks. 

 Resilience – Encouraging progress has been made in the transition from humanitarian to 

development aid. This trend will be pursued with the 11th European Development Fund (EDF) 

which runs until 2020. Increased engagement by the government and UN leadership is needed 

to address the structural causes of Chad's recurrent humanitarian crises. 

 

Examples of humanitarian projects 

The attacks by Boko Haram in the border villages of Nigeria have 

caused the displacement of some 105 000 people out of 

230 000 in the region. While some Internally Displaced Populations 

(IDPs) were able to take livestock and food supplies with them, others 

left without supplies and are therefore particularly vulnerable. 

Refugees are hosted in a camp in Dar-Es-Salam, while IDPs and 

returnees are integrated within the local population, sharing the 

already scarce resources available. The EU funds the International 

Medical Corps (IMC) to providing essential medical care. ©EU/ECHO/Silvia Ermini 

Barh-el-Gazal was the region of Chad most hit by the food insecurity crisis 

in 2015. With a Global Acute Malnutrition rate above 17% and global food 

insecurity affecting 40% of the population, it was imperative to provide 

timely assistance. EU funds enabled Oxfam to provide food assistance to 

over 140 000 people among the poorest households during the lean 

season. Children from these households also receive fortified food to 

prevent them from falling into malnutrition. Seasonal safety nets – 

assistance during a period in which the needs are especially high, like the 

lean season - allow families to meet their basic needs. They also prevent 

them from getting in debt in order to feed themselves or resorting to 

negative coping mechanisms, such as cutting down trees to sell wood, 

which in turn makes droughts more likely and severe. ©EU/ECHO  

The acute malnutrition among Chadian children has been vastly 

underreported in the past. The European Commission supports medical NGO 

ALIMA and its local partner Alerte Santé to treat thousands of severely 

malnourished children in the Lake Chad region and in N'Djamena. Prior to 

this programme, effective treatment of severe acute malnutrition was non-

existent in the capital. With this project, a new therapeutic unit was built in 

one of N’djamena’s main hospital. It ensures the treatment of urban 

undernourished children. ©EU/ECHO 
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