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Facts & Figures 

 

Total ECHO Disaster 
Risk Reduction (DRR) 
funding for the region 
in 2014-2015:  

8 million EUR.  

 

Number of 
beneficiaries for the 
entire region in 2014-
2015:   

250,000 

 

Total EU humanitarian 
funding to Central Asia 
from 1994 to 2015:  

€222,5 million 

 

Total EU humanitarian 
funding to Southern 
Caucasus from 1992 to 
2014:  

€187 million 
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shortage 

 Central Asia and Southern Caucuses regions are 
particularly prone to natural hazards, including 

earthquakes, floods and landslides. Climate change is 
expected to intensify the vulnerabilities in the coming 

years. Low-intensity tensions and occasional violence, 
especially in the Southern Caucasus, add to 
humanitarian risks. 

 Improving the capacity of national institutions and local 
communities to prepare for and respond to disaster is a 

priority for of EU humanitarian action in the region.  
 The Commission has increasingly expanded its activities 

in both regions under its disaster preparedness 

programme (DIPECHO). In the present cycle (2014-
2015), the Commission is funding community-based 

initiatives to increase the resilience of the population to 
recurrent disaster.  

 Since 1992, the European Commission has provided over 

€400 million to the Central Asia and Southern Caucasus 
regions, including both humanitarian aid related to 
conflicts and natural disasters, and funding of disaster 

risk reduction initiatives. 
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Humanitarian situation and needs 

Natural Disasters  

The varied geography of Central Asia (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan 

and Turkmenistan) and Southern Caucuses (Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan), which 
includes vast mountain chains, grasslands, steppes, deserts and large river systems, 
makes this region particularly vulnerable to natural disasters. Indeed, most of these 

countries have experienced floods, storms, landslides, mudflows, avalanches and 
droughts in the past few years.  

 
However, earthquakes remain the predominant threat. The region spans several fault 
lines, making it one of the most seismically active zones in the world, and earthquakes 

are a frequent occurrence. Major cities in Central Asia and Southern Caucasus, with 
burgeoning populations, are especially at risk. A recent international study1 has predicted 

that there is a 40% chance of a powerful earthquake striking close to a major city in the 
region by 2016. Moreover, earthquakes trigger secondary events such as landslides and 
mudflows, which pose considerable threat as almost two-thirds of the entire population of 

the region live in mountainous areas.  
 

Climate change is expected to intensify the vulnerabilities and exposure to hazards in the 
coming years, and will subsequently result in the need for greater adaptation and 

assistance in the Central Asia and Southern Caucasus regions. The latest World Bank 
report estimates that Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan will be most at risk from the impact of 
climate change2.  

 
There is wide economic disparity among the countries of the region, with Kazakhstan 

ranked 70, and Tajikistan 133 in the Human Development Index 2014. All other countries 
fall in between. Regardless the fact that some of these countries have more resources 
than others, disaster risk reduction measures to counter the effects of natural hazards 

remains a low priority across the region. Additionally, most countries do not have 
adequate legislative frameworks that allow for the formulation of comprehensive disaster 

management plans.  
 

Conflict  

 
Low-intensity tensions and occasional violence, especially in the Southern Caucasus 

region, which is home to three frozen conflicts, add to the humanitarian risks. A war 
between Georgia and Russia in 2008 over the disputed territories of Abkhazia and South 
Ossetia forced tens of thousands of people from their homes. Although the fighting ended 

shortly, tensions remain high. The two other countries in the region, Armenia and 
Azerbaijan, are also entangled in a struggle to win over the contested territory of 

Nagorno-Karabakh. Tensions over this territorial issue have been simmering for years, 
and could potentially lead to an armed conflict. Central Asia has also experienced violence 
in recent years. Inter-ethnic clashes in Kyrgyzstan in 2010 led to the death of some 

1,000 people, and temporarily displaced hundreds of thousands of families.  

                                                           
1
 Central Asia and Caucasus Disaster Risk Management Initiative (CAC DRMI).2011.  

Retrieved from: http://www.unisdr.org/files/11641_CentralAsiaCaucasusDRManagementInit.pdf 
2
 World Bank. (2010). Disaster Risk Management and Climate Change Adaptation in Europe and Central Asia. 

Retrieved from: http://www.gfdrr.org/sites/gfdrr.org/files/publication/GFDRR_DRM_and_CCA_ECA.pdf 
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The European Union's Humanitarian Response 

Since 1992, ECHO has provided over €409,5  million to the Central Asia and Southern 

Caucasus regions, including both humanitarian aid related to conflicts and natural 
disasters, and funding of disaster risk reduction initiatives. 

Central Asia 

ECHO has been present in Central Asia for over two decades. EU humanitarian operations 
started in response to the civil war in Tajikistan in 1994, and has continued its support 

over the years to address the impact of regular outbreaks of violence throughout the 
region - most recently assisting people affected during inter-ethnic clashes in Kyrgyzstan 

in 2010 – and recurrent natural disasters, such as the food security crisis that hit 
Southern Tajikistan in 2012 as a result of a particularly harsh winter. In 2013 and 2014, 
small-scale support was provided several times, in response to the harsh winter in 

Kazakhstan, to address a health emergency in Kyrgyzstan, and floods in Kazakhstan.    

Since 2003, ECHO has increasingly expanded its activities in the region under its disaster 

preparedness programme, known as DIPECHO. Almost 100 projects have already been 
funded in the previous seven DIPECHO cycles, amounting to over €33 million.  

For DIPECHO’s eighth cycle in Central Asia (merged with the third cycle in Southern 

Caucasus), which started in 2014 and will run until end-2015, ECHO will provide some €8 
million for disaster risk reduction work both in Central Asia and the Southern Caucasus.  

DIPECHO’s eighth action plan for Central Asia (2014-2015) encourages partners to adapt 
previously successful community-based disaster risk reduction models to existing needs 
and contexts, and facilitate coordination 

between development partners and 
government agencies to ensure disaster 

risk reduction measures are integrated 
in local, state and national development 
plans. It also supports the 

implementation of programmes related 
to school safety, hospital preparedness 

and mitigating urban disaster risks.  

Since 1994, ECHO has funded over 300 
projects for a total of over €222 million 

in Central Asia, which includes both 
humanitarian assistance and disaster 

risk reduction work.  

In November 2015 the European 
Commission has allocated € 75,000 in 

humanitarian funding to the Red Crescent Society of Kyrgyzstan to assist the families 
most affected by the earthquake of 17 November in Osh province. 

Southern Caucasus  

Following the civil war that broke out in Georgia in 1993, ECHO responded by providing 

life-saving humanitarian aid to people forced to flee their homes. It then renewed its 
support at regular intervals until 2008, when the latest bout of fighting between Georgia 
and Russia left tens of thousands homeless. Till date, ECHO’s total contribution to 

Georgia amounts to over €130 million. In the late 1990s, ECHO also provided healthcare 
to people affected by violence in Chechnya.  

 (c)UNDP  Fire fighting equipment 



ECHO extended its presence to other 

countries in the Southern Caucasus in 
2010, when it launched its disaster 
preparedness programme (DIPECHO) in 

the region. Two DIPECHO cycles have 
since been finalized, amounting to a total 

of €5 million. Projects implemented under 
these two cycles focused on community-
based preparedness and introduction of 

disaster risk reduction within the education 
system.  

In the present funding cycle (2014-2015), 
ECHO is funding community-based 

initiatives that increase the resilience of 
the population through simple, 
inexpensive measures such as disaster mapping, evacuation plans, building of safe 

havens and the pre-stocking of food. ECHO also continues to fund school-based 
preparedness projects, and advocates with national and regional authorities to integrate 

disaster risk reduction into school curricula and general school activities.  

So far, the European Commission’s humanitarian aid contribution to the Southern 
Caucasus region exceeds €187 million, which includes both humanitarian assistance and 

disaster risk reduction work.   
 

(c)EU/ECHO Emergency recovery and First Aid training 


