
 

 

 

Review of secondary data on the first semester of the 

2014-15 school year 

 
1. Objectives 

The main objectives of the review are 1) to be able to confirm the results of the assessment about 

the state of the education sector carried out in March 2015, 2) to show trends with regard to three 

main indicators which have come up in almost all of the field studies done by Cluster members, 

namely: percentage of schools functioning, representation of the different categories of teacher in 

the schools (tenured teachers, contract teachers, community teachers) and 3) variation between the 

number of pupils enrolled in schools before the crisis (2011-2012 school year) and the current school 

year. 

 

2. Methodology 

This review of secondary data has been carried out using 47 field studies1  produced by eleven 

member organisations of the Cluster, as well as implementation partners for the Rapid Response 

Mechanism (RRM) 2.  The results are based exclusively on the data collected and verified by members 

of the Cluster who actually visited schools.  The choice of prefectures and localities was based on the 

partners’ priorities who went to the different areas to assess needs, provide support, or visit areas 

not yet covered by the Cluster.  Reports based on third party interviews were not retained so as to 

enhance the reliability of the data.  Similarly, project evaluations were not taken into consideration 

to avoid distorting the average results, as partner interventions have a positive impact on the 

functioning of the schools. 

A total of 657 primary schools3 were visited in 15 of the country’s prefectures, outside of Bangui4.  

The categories of 758 teachers and the numbers of 30,280 pupils enrolled for the school year 2014-

2015 were compiled. While the official date of the beginning of the school year was 20th November, 

this review includes data from October because some public schools had already opened their doors 

then.  All of the data was compiled by prefecture and organisation, then analysed using Microsoft 

Excel. 

                                                           
1 18 surveys done by Cluster members and 29 RRM evaluations. 
2 The organisations whose reports were reviewed in order to compile and analyse these data are: ACF (as part of RRM), 

ACTED (RRM), AHA, Caritas Bouar, Caritas Kaga Bandoro, COHEB, COOPI, DRC, FCA, Intersos, IRC (RRM), NRC (RRM), Plan, 

PU-AMI (RRM), SCI, Solidarités (RRM), UNICEF and Yamacuir. 
3 The total number of primary schools in the country is 1,933 (public, private and community schools recognised by the 

Ministry of Education). Source: Ministère de l’Education Nationale, Direction des Statistiques, de la Planification et de la 

Carte Scolaire, Annuaire des Statistiques de l’Education 2011-2012. 
4 The lack of statistics from Bangui has an impact on national averages as the capital is marked by 1) a higher percentage 

of functioning schools than the rest of the country, 2) a percentage of community teachers which is lower than the national 

average.  Source: World Bank, Le système éducatif Centrafricain, 2008. 
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Results of this review of secondary data can only provide a partial picture of the state of the sector 

because they are not based on a strict sampling method, the analysis of the data was carried out on 

the basis of two periods of three months each (fourth trimester of 2014, first trimester of 2015) and 

because participants were not able to cover any inaccessible areas.  Nonetheless, these results 

reveal broad tendencies at play at the national level since the beginning of the 2014-2015 school 

year. 

 

3. Main results at the national level 

• On the basis of all the data collected by partners, 35% of the schools visited during the fourth 

trimester of 2014 were still or had been functioning at least once since beginning of the school 

year (school functioning = presence of a Head and/or at least one teacher, classes take place. 

Note that the number of pupils present is not taken into account): 

 
 

• 64% of the schools visited between January and March 2015 are currently or had been 

functioning at least once.  There has thus been a rise in the opening of schools between the official 

date of the start of the school year (20th November) and the beginning of 2015: 
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• 67% of teachers in the schools visited are community-teachers, 20% are tenured (civil servants) 

and 13% are contract teachers: 

 
 

• In the schools visited, the number of pupils enrolled for the 2014-2015 school year is 13% lower 

than in 2011-20125. 

 
 

4. Results by prefecture: October-December 2014 

4.1 Nana-Grébizi prefecture: Mbrès and surrounding axes 

None of the 19 schools in the Mbrès school district were functioning at the end of November 2014, 

the main reason for this was the fighting between ex-Séléka and anti-Balaka factions.  On the Mbrès 

- Ndélé axis (total of nine schools) and Mbrès - Bakala (eight schools in total) 100% of the schools 

were closed. Source: UNICEF, “Mbrès Mission Report”, December 2014. 

                                                           
5 In this case, the sample is very small as it is made up of 30,280 pupils out of a total of 662,300 pupils enrolled at primary 

level in 2011-2012.  Source: Ministère de l’Education Nationale, Direction des Statistiques, de la Planification et de la Carte 

Scolaire, Annuaire des Statistiques de l’Education 2011-2012.  The difference of enrolment rates between the 2013-2014 

and 2014-2015 school years couldn’t be reported due to a lack of data. 
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4.2 Bamingui-Bangoran and Vakaga prefectures 

In a radius of 20 to 40 km around Ndélé, 19 out of the 59 schools were open (32%). In Vakaga only 

three schools out of 48 were functioning by the end of 2014 (6.25%).  These schools are functioning 

exclusively with community-teachers (85 out of 85). 

Source: UNICEF, “Minutes of the meeting with the North East Schools Inspector”, December 2014. 

 

4.3 Haut-Mbomou prefecture: Obo and Zémio 

a) Obo 

The four schools in the capital city of the prefecture are open.  Numbers of pupils are greater than 

before the crisis (in total 1,056 enrolled before the crisis, 2,948 in October 2014, or +279%).  

Conversely, of 23 teachers enrolled before the crisis, only 14 remain, or -39%.  85.5% of these 

teachers are community teachers. 

Numbers of pupils and teachers in the four schools of Obo 

Schools Status Pupils 

enrolled 

Tenured 

teachers 

Contract 

teachers 

Community 

teachers 

Centre 1  Functioning 1’219 1 0 2 

Centre 2 Functioning 995 0 0 3 

Centre 3 Functioning 174 1 0 2 

ECAC (private) Functioning 422 0 0 5 

TOTAL  2’948 2 0 12 

At the time of the survey the sector heads and Inspector of Fundamental 1 in Obo had not taken up 

their posts. 

Source: COOPI, “Evaluation report about education in the sub-prefecture of Obo, Haut-Mbomou”, 

October 2014. 

 

b) Zémio 

100% of the nine primary schools in the administrative centre of Zémio are open with a school 

population of 2,547 pupils and 37 teachers, 65% of whom are community teachers.  Despite the very 

high ratio of pupils to teachers (67/1) the schools function relatively well thanks to the presence of 

directors and teachers and the fact that the administrative return to school was well organised. 
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Schools Status Pupils 

enrolled 

Tenured 

teachers 

Contract teachers Community 

teachers 

Pupils / 

textbook ratio 

Centre 1  Functioning 469 4 0 2 3/1 

Centre 2 Functioning 171 1 1 1 1,75/1 

Centre 3 Functioning 95 0 0 3 1/1 

Komboli Functioning 365 1 0 3 1/1 

Site A Functioning 115 0 1 2 2/1 

Site B Functioning 124 0 1 2 2/1 

Site C Functioning 329 1 0 4 2/1 

Site D Functioning 53 0 0 1 0 

ECAC Functioning 826 0 3 6 4/1 

TOTAL  2,547 7 6 24 Average: 2/1 

Source: COOPI, “Analysis of the situation of education in the town of Zémio”, October 2014. 

 

4.4 Lobaye prefecture: Boda and surrounding axes 

In December 2014, out of a total of 49 teachers who worked in nine schools in the town of Boda and 

the surrounding axes, 40 or 81.5% were community teachers, nine or 18.5% were tenured teachers, 

including four school directors. 

Source: Intersos, “Pupils enrolled in the schools of Boda and the surrounding axes”, December 2014. 

 
4.5 Mambéré-Kadéï prefecture 

In November 2014, 55.5% of teachers in Mambéré-Kadéï were community teachers (169), 26% were 

tenured teachers (79) and 18.5% were teaching assistants (55). 

Source: Finn Church Aid, “Evaluation report - Schools in Mambéré-Kadéï and Sangha-Mbaéré », 

November 2014. 

 

4.6 Sangha-Mbaéré prefecture 

Across the whole of Sangha-Mbaéré, 55% of teachers are community teachers (40), 26% are tenured 

teachers (19), 19% are teaching assistants (14). In Nola, the capital city of the prefecture, 11 out of 

the 12 schools surveyed have been functioning since November - December 2014. 51% of the 

teachers in these schools are community teachers with 49% tenured teachers.  The percentage of 

educational wastage has been on the rise since 2012 because of the growing insecurity in the region 

and children working in the diamond mines. 

Source: Finn Church Aid, “Evaluation report - Schools in Mambéré-Kadéï and Sangha-Mbaéré », 

November 2014; African Humanitarian Agency, “Evaluation results from 12 schools in Nola”, March 

2015 (data from November-December 2014). 
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5. Results by prefecture: January-March 2015 

5.1 Kémo prefecture: Mala sub-prefecture 

After three years of interruption of education, 86% (12) of the 14 primary schools have restarted 

activities since the end of January - beginning of February 2015. 

The majority of the teachers present are community teachers: while officially there are 22 tenured 

teachers assigned to the schools in the sub-prefecture, Caritas found only two qualified teachers 

alongside the 46 community teachers.  The community teachers therefore represent 96% of the 

teachers present in the schools in this sub-prefecture. 

In terms of numbers, only 57% (2,726) of the pupils enrolled in 2011-2012 (3,111) were re-enrolled 

this year, and only 30.5% (830) of these pupils were present the day Caritas visited the schools.  The 

percentage of children present compared to 2011-2012 enrolments is therefore 26.5%. 

Source: Caritas Kaga Bandoro, “Mission report of a first evaluation of 12 primary schools in the sub-

prefecture of Mala”, February 2015. 

 

5.2 Nana-Grébizi prefecture 

According to the data available for this prefecture, 38% of schools are open, the real percentage is 

much likely to be lower because no evaluation was carried out on secondary axes.  The authorities 

and partners on the ground estimate that there has not been any education activities along these 

axes since December 2012. 

In the sub-prefecture of Kaga Bandoro, 35 out of the 54 schools are open; the 19 closed schools are 

located along the the Botto, Nana-Outa and part of the Grevaï axes. Schools in Kaga Bandoro are 

taking in pupils coming in from the Mbrès, Dékoa, Grevaï and Ngouya Kotamalé axes.  None of the 19 

schools of the Mbrès school district is open, the main reason being fighting between ex-Séléka, anti-

Balaka and armed cattle herders.  On the Mbrès - Ndélé axis, 100% of the schools are closed (nine 

schools in total).  On the Mbrès - Bakala axis, 100% of the schools are closed (eight schools in total). 

Source: UNICEF, “Mission report from Mbrès”, November 2014; UNICEF, “Minutes of the Kaga 

Bandoro Education Sector Group”, February 2015. 

 

5.3 Ouaka: Grimari, Kouango, Bambari and Ippy sub-prefectures 

a) Grimari 

Schools Status Pupils enrolled 

2011-2012 

Pupils enrolled 

2014-2015 

Pupils present 

(Jan. 2015) 

Sous-Préf. Garçons Functioning 364 Not reported 460 

La Bamba Garçons Functioning 250 Not reported 310 

La Bamba Filles Functioning 201 Not reported 69  

Notre Dame de Liesse Functioning 593 Not reported 96  

Kobadja Functioning 574 454 Not reported 

Poungakola Functioning 441 534 Not reported 

Della Functioning 361 310 Not reported 
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Ngana  Functioning 394 298 Not reported 

Poumayassi Functioning 523 270 Not reported 

Nguerefara Functioning 210 440 Not reported 

Poumale Functioning 315 306 Not reported 

Ngoulinga Functioning 378 375 Not reported 

Lakandja Functioning 360 197 Not reported 

Ngoussi Functioning 123 309 Not reported 

Ngoussongo Functioning Not reported 98 Not reported 

Lingoubanda Functioning Not available 150 Not reported 

Kakolingui Functioning 87 176 Not reported 

Ndjanga Functioning 140 105 Not reported 

TOTAL 100% of 18 

schools visited 

are functioning 

Reduction of 33.6% in numbers reported compared with 

before the crisis 

In the 11 schools from which this data was collected, 46.5% (20) of the 43 teachers present are 

community teachers, 35% (15) are tenured teachers and 18.5% (8) are contract teachers. 

Sources: UNICEF, “Weekly report for Ouaka prefecture”, January 2015; Yamacuir “Monitoring and 

evaluation of the Education in Emergencies project in the school districts of Grimari and Ngakobo”, 

February 2015. 

 

b) Kouango 

The vast majority of schools have not functioned over the past three years (since 20th December, 

2012).  Three of the 39 schools which make up the sub-prefecture have been functioning since 

February 2015.  Almost all of the community teachers and some tenured teachers are in the sub-

prefecture but are not working in the schools.  The school administration personnel (school heads 

and sectors heads) are absent. 

Source: COHEB, “Multisector evaluation report on the sub-prefecture of Kouango”, February 2015. 

 

c) Bambari and surrounding axes 

Schools Status Pupils enrolled 2011-

2012 

Pupils enrolled 

2014-2015 

Lapago Filles Functioning 164 (2013-2014) 301 

Lapago Garçons Functioning 229 (2013-2014) 320 

Maïdou Filles Functioning 663 1052 

Maïdou Garçons Functioning 687 1190 

Application Centre-Ville Filles Functioning No archives 385 

Application Centre-Ville 

Garçons 

Functioning No archives 310 
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Gbako-Malekpa Temporarily closed 

following rumours of 

attacks 

309 346 

Madomalé Temporarily closed 

following rumours of 

attacks 

486 675 

Ngoussi Temporarily closed 

following rumours of 

attacks 

123 310 

Elevage Garçons Closed No archives 560 

Elevage Filles Closed No archives 471 

Application Garçons Closed 306 0 

Ngaoundji Filles Closed 106 0 

Ngaoundji Garçons Closed 154 0 

Aviation Functioning 246 918 

Atongo (PK 12)  Functioning 185 212 

TOTAL 50% of the 16 schools 

visited are functioning 

Increase in the numbers enrolled of 144% 

(2014-2015 compared with 2011-2012) 

The majority of the directors of these schools were in Bangui at the time of the mission. 

Source: UNICEF, “Weekly report from the Bambari Zonal Office”, January 2015, reviewed March 2015. 

 

d) Ippy school district 

26 out of 33 schools or 79% are open. The numbers enrolled are almost identical to 2013-2014 (5,807 

for this academic year against 5,877 in 2013-2014). 63% of teachers are community teachers, 23% 

are contract teachers and 14% are qualified. 

Source: UNICEF, “Mission report on the Ippy-Bria axis”, March 2015. 

 

5.4 Haute-Kotto prefecture 

In the three school districts of Bria 1, Bria 2 and Ouadda-Sam, 46 out of 72 schools or 64% are open. 

The number of pupils enrolled has doubled, rising from 6,546 in 2013-2014 to 11,856 in 2014-2015, 

which is an increase of 55.21% (except for the Ouadda-sam school district).  Community teachers 

represent 71% of the total number of teachers (or 75 out of 106) contract teachers 15% (16 teachers) 

and qualified 14% (15 teachers). 

Source: UNICEF, “Mission report on the Ippy-Bria axis”, March 2015. 

 

5.5 Mambéré-Kadéï prefecture 

63.2% of the 144 primary schools in the prefecture were open in January 2015. 

Source: Plan, “Evaluation of schools in the Mambéré-Kadeï prefecture”, January 2015.     
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5.6 Ouham prefecture 

In Ouham, as in the rest of the country, the functioning of schools varies according to security hazards: 

during attacks or rumours of attack, villagers take refuge in the forest and schools close for a number 

of days or weeks.  In Bossangoa (capital city of the prefecture) the school year began anew on 5th 

January and the schools are currently functioning.  Around Markounda (north-west of the prefecture) 

none of the schools are functioning.  In the Bouca, Kabo, Batangafo and Moyen Sido sectors almost 

all of the functioning schools are those supported by partners: Cordaid, DRC and Intersos.  As in all of 

the country’s remote regions, the Kabo-Sido school district is characterised by a very high proportion 

of community teachers (97.5%). 

Source: Danish Refugee Council, “Education Database for Kabo, Moyen Sido and Batangafo”, 

February 2015; UNICEF, “Weekly Report from Bossangoa Zonal Office”, February 2015. 

 

6. Summary and lessons learned 

• While this review of secondary data is based on a variety of data collection methods, it shows a 

clear tendency towards the reopening of schools at the national level.  This reopening has been 

progressive and has accelerated since January 2015.  The graph below shows the evolution in the 

percentage of schools functioning across the different assessments carried out by the Education 

Cluster and the Ministry of Education since 2013: 

 

 

• The national average hides large disparities at prefecture level: in the north of Ouham, Nana- 

Grébizi and Ouakaalong the front line between anti-balaka militia, former Séléka fighters and 

armed cattle herders, fewer than 40% of schools are functioning. 

• Similarly, the situation fluctuates greatly from one month to the next, especially in the centre of 

the country where there are clashes between different armed groups: schools in Nana-Grébizi 

which had re-opened at the end of 2014 - beginning of 2015 have been closed since clashes in April 

2015. 

• The scarce information collected along the secondary axes show extremely differing situations: in 

Kémo 86% of primary schools in the sub-prefecture of Mala have started up again since the end of 
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January - beginning of February 2015, while only 41% of the schools in the sub-prefecture of 

Djoukou are functioning. 

• Whether it relates to peaceful prefectures or areas which remain in crisis situations, the impact of 

the support from members of the Cluster is undeniable: in Ouham-Pendé, the 65 public and private 

schools supported by Caritas (UNICEF funding) re-opened their doors in September and have seen 

enrolments double compared to the end of the school year 2013-14. Similarly the 19 schools 

supported by accelerated financing from the Global Education Partnership in Nana-Grébizi are 

functioning (UNICEF as managing entity, implementation by Save the Children). 


