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This report is produced by the Humanitarian Response Forum (HRF), a network of United Nations (UN), non-government organizations (NGOs), 
and international organizations (IOs) engaged in emergency preparedness, humanitarian and early recovery response in Cambodia. It provides 
a final overview on the current context in Cambodia, until the 31 July 2015.  

Highlights 

 Cambodia is experiencing a dry spell due to the delayed onset of rains and below than average for the season 
rainfall. There has been improved rainfall from mid-July, but with localised areas of ongoing concern. 

 This is in line with regional trends and as a result of the El Niño effect1 that is expected to last through 2015. 

 If rains remain poor, there is potential for crop losses and a resulting impact on livelihoods and food security. 

Situation Overview 
Cambodia and the wider Southeast Asia region have seen a delay in the onset of rains and below average rainfall 
for the time of year. Regional forecasts for the season (July-September and October-December), have indicated 
July to September rainfall to be initially drier than average conditions with indications of a moderately favourable 
improvement that should hopefully alleviate the impact of the drier than average first part of season. Forecasts for 
the region for the later part of the year (October to December) also indicate likely drier than average conditions as a 
result of the El Niño effect, which is expected to last through 2015 and peak towards the end of the year.1  

Analysis of the current dry spell in Cambodia shows an improvement in rainfall, but with localised areas of ongoing 
concern particularly around the centre of the country and the North West (see Figure 1 below in comparison to 
Figures 2 and 3 overleaf). However, it remains too early in the season to determine if a serious drought will 
develop, and the impact on crops and livelihoods. If rains remain poor, there is potential for crop losses and a 
resulting impact on livelihoods and food security.  

       Figure 1: Drought Intensity across Cambodia (as of 28 July 2015) 

 

                                                      
 
1 WFP, El Niño: Implications and Scenarios for 2015 http://www.wfp.org/content/el-nino-implications-and-scenarios-2015-july-2015  
FAO, GIEWS Update - El Niño in Asia, 29 July 2015, http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/a-I4829E.pdf   
WFP, Southeast Asia - Seasonal Monitor: No.3, July 2015, http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp276767.pdf 

http://www.wfp.org/content/el-nino-implications-and-scenarios-2015-july-2015
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/a-I4829E.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp276767.pdf
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Figure 2: Cambodia drought intensity as of 12 July 2015           Figure 3: Cambodia drought intensity as of 15 June 2015 

Rainfall across most of the country has improved since mid-July, following on from an initially drier start to the 
season. WFP has been monitoring the situation closely, in terms of weather, water levels and the potential impact 
on the overall paddy, conducting several in-depth analyses of the situation (in mid-June, mid-July and late July), 
using drought anomaly index maps from the University of Tokyo2 and findings from WFP’s 2014 Consolidated 
Livelihoods Exercise for Analysing Resilience (CLEAR). Figures 1 to 33 show the situation at three different points 
in time (15 June, 12 July and 28 July 2015). They indicate that the situation in June was concerning with a large 
part of the country at risk of livelihood disruptions if rainfall shortages continued.  

As of mid-July, the situation has evidently improved. Rainfall shortages are now more localized, with fewer people 
at risk and lower risk levels more generally. These findings complement forecasts1 of see wetter conditions for 
Southeast Asia between July and September.  

Analysis from the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries (MAFF), notes the most affected 
provinces to be Battambang, Banteay Meanchey, 
Prey Veng, Pursat, Kampong Chhnang and 
Kampong Speu, with an average of 600mm less 
rainfall than the same time last year, although 
rains were commencing at time of reporting.  

As of 15 July, it is estimated that the dry spell 
impacted 6 percent of the cultivated area (77,491 
hectares), with 0.01 percent estimated as 
damaged. Relative to the same period in 2014, a 
greater area has been affected by the dry spell 
(77,491 hectares or 6.09% of cultivated land in 
July 2015 relative to 7,440 hectares or 0.44 
percent in July 2014), as indicated in Table 1.  

It is important to note that droughts and/or floods 
in the 2014 monsoon affected 18 provinces in Cambodia, but only 1% of the paddy crop was destroyed as a result. 
Cambodia produces roughly twice the amount of rice needed to feed its population.  

Table 1: Land (paddy) affected and damaged by dry spell by year (in hectares) 

Year Cultivated land 
(hectares) 

Area of cultivated land affected  Area of cultivated land damaged 

Hectares As % of cultivated land Hectares As % of cultivated land 

2010 2,391,016 4,103 0.59 2,934 0.12 

2011 2,496,569 3,659 0.15 53 0.00 

2012 2,512,038 167,819 6.68 19,420 0.77 

2013 2,567,723 9,542 0.37 178 0.01 

2014 2,564,572 116,129 4.53 20,289 0.79 

July 2015 1,272,684 77,491 6.09 90 0.01 

                                                      
 
2 University of Tokyo, http://webgms.iis.u-tokyo.ac.jp/DMEWS/Cambodia/  
3 A full set of maps is also available at: https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/cambodia/dry-spell-situation-cambodia  
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Figure 4: Land affected by drought as of mid-July 2015 

Source: Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF), mid-July 2015 

http://webgms.iis.u-tokyo.ac.jp/DMEWS/Cambodia/
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/cambodia/dry-spell-situation-cambodia
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DISCLAIMER: This document is a compilation of information gathered from various sources, including 
relevant UN agencies, government sources, INGOs and the media.  
 

 

Indications were that many farmers in affected areas were reportedly holding off planting in current conditions. As 
of mid-July, the Ministry noted that less than 10 percent of the planned crop had been cultivated In Kampong Speu, 
less than 20 percent in Kampong Chhnang and 50 percent or less in the remaining affected provinces. However, it 
is understood that with the onset of the rains since then, the situation is improving. The Ministry has noted that it 
remains too early in the season to judge the potential impact of current dry spell conditions on the overall growing 
season and production, but that readiness to combat the situation if it worsens is required, particularly in terms of 
improving water management. A seed reserve stock of some 1000 tonnes is also available for affected farmers. 

Analysis by FAO’s Global Information and Early Warning System (GIEWS), which has been monitoring weather 
anomalies and assessing possible effects on crop production and food security, also suggests that outlook remains 
uncertain for Cambodia’s main crop, rice, while prospects for the maize crop are unfavourable in light of the dry 
spell and delays in sowing of crops.4 Wet season rice is usually planted between May and August. 

Vulnerability analysis: 

Analysis by WFP has looked at the 
potential impact on specific 
vulnerable populations to enable 
the possibility of targeted 
interventions if the situation 
worsens. As indicated in Table 2, 
the analysis suggests that IF 
current dryness continues and IF it 
significantly affects paddy 
production this wet season, 0.5 
percent of the population (or some 
79,500 people) are at very high or 
high risk of livelihood disruption 
and food insecurity in the coming 
months. Roughly 73 percent of 
those at very high or high risk 
(some 58,300 people) rely on 
paddy production primarily, leaving 
these populations particularly 
vulnerable to any paddy crop 
disruptions. 

Table 2: Breakdown of population potentially affected if dry spell conditions worsen 

Risk Level  
(given livelihood resilience & dry spell impact) 

Number of paddy 
producing households 

Total population 
potentially impacted 

Percent (%) of total 
population 

Very high 3,750 18,700 0.1 

High 12,150 60,800 0.4 

Moderate 0 0 0 

Low 999,810 5,001,450 33.3 

Source: WFP, Consolidated Livelihoods Exercise for Analysing Resilience (CLEAR) 

This is an improvement of the situation relative to analysis done in mid-June when an estimated 7 percent of the 
population had potentially been at very high or high risk of livelihood disruption and food insecurity in ensuing 
months, if rainfall conditions had remained at June rates.  

Next steps  
The situation will continue to be actively monitored from a variety of perspectives, looking at the potential impact on 
crops, on household water availability and any resulting health or nutrition consequences.  

 

 

                                                      
 
4 FAO, GIEWS Update - El Niño in Asia, 29 July 2015, http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/a-I4829E.pdf  

 

Figure 5: Paddy cultivation areas at risk of drought (as of 28 July 2015) 

For further information, please contact:  

Gianpietro Bordignon, WFP Country Director and HRF co-Chair, gianpietro.bordignon@wfp.org, Tel: +855 (0)23 212 137/8 

Caroline McCausland, Action Aid Country Director and HRF co-Chair, caroline.mccausland@actionaid.org , Tel: +855 (0) 23994987 

Or visit Cambodia Humanitarian Response website at: http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/cambodia  
 

To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: cambodia.hrf@wfp.org  
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