
 

Highlights 
•	 A cholera outbreak was declared in Juba on 15 May, with over 1,200 suspected cases and 

29 related deaths reported by 2 June.

•	 Hunger and access to food continued to worsen, with some 3.9 million people projected 
to be at high risk of food insecurity by the end of August. 

•	 Partners strengthened the protection of women and girls in and outside UN bases. 

•	 Donors pledged more than US$600 million towards the humanitarian response in South 
Sudan at the Oslo conference on 20 May.

Needs continued to rise in May
The humanitarian situation continued to deteriorate during the month of May. Nearly 1.4 mil-
lion people have been displaced since the crisis started. More than 360,000 of these have 
fled	to	neighbouring	countries.	Some	93,000	people	have	sought	refuge	inside	UN	bases.	

Latest data indicates that just under four million people are facing acute food insecurity. The 
Crisis Response Plan for South Sudan is now seeking $1.8 billion to assist nearly four million 
people in 2014. More than 41 per cent of the required funding - $738m - had been received 
by the end of May. Over $600 million was pledged for the South Sudan crisis at the Oslo con-
ference on 20 May. More than $500 million is for South Sudan and the remainder for South 
Sudanese refugees in the region.

Amid a deterioration of food security, combined with increasing malnutrition, the humanitarian 
situation is likely to worsen by early 2015. 

Insecurity continued to hamper the aid operation in Jonglei, Upper Nile and Unity states. On 5 
May	parties	to	the	conflict	signed	a	Recommitment to Humanitarian Matters in the Cessation 
of Hostilities Agreement in Addis Ababa. This was followed by an Agreement to Resolve the 
Crisis signed on 9 May. 
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According to latest data, up to four million people are facing acute food 
insecurity in South Sudan. (Credit: UNICEF) 
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Crisis Response Plan 
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Cholera outbreak in Juba 

On	15	May,	the	Ministry	of	Health	declared	a	cholera	outbreak	following	the	laboratory	confir-
mation of a suspected case in Juba. 

As of 2 June, 1,209 suspected cholera cases were reported, including 29 related deaths. The 
case fatality rate of 2.4 per cent was still above emergency threshold, indicating the late pre-
sentation of people at health facilities. The vast majority of (98 per cent) of cases were in Juba.

In response to the outbreak, health partners immediately began working with the Ministry of 
Health to conduct cholera treatment, surveillance and social mobilization activities, including 
setting up rehydration centers. A new laboratory was installed in Juba town on 29 May to en-
sure laboratory testing of cases from the town and surrounding areas. In the past, samples 
had to be sent to Nairobi, Kenya. More than 80 per cent of suspected cases of cholera have 
so far been treated at the Juba Teaching Hospital Cholera Treatment Centre (CTC) which is 
now	congested	as	new	cases	continue	to	arrive.	Cholera	cases	have	been	confirmed	in	other	
payams in Juba County, with concerns that the outbreak is spreading.

WASH partners continued to provide hygiene, water and sanitation services in hotpots areas 
in and outside Juba. Additional global surge capacity has been deployed. A consignment of 52 
diarrhoeal disease kits arrived in-country on 27 May to be distributed to the states. These are 
enough to treat 10,000 severely affected people. 

Cholera is characterized by acute watery diarrhoea and vomiting leading to rapid dehydra-
tion and death. Toll free mobile phone numbers and ambulance services have been made 
available for early disease reporting and hospital referrals. Partners project that the current 
outbreak could affect over 100,000 people.  

Children and the crisis
Over half a million children have been displaced since the crisis broke out. An estimated 
22,300 children have been affected by grave human rights violations, including killing, inju-
ries, forced military recruitment and abductions. More than 3,800 children were reported as 
unaccompanied or separated by the end of May. 

Due to food insecurity resulting from the crisis, malnutrition threatens the lives of up to 50,000 
children by the end of the year. Partners have so far screened nearly 46,000 children (6-59 
months) for acute malnutrition with about 6 per cent and nearly 13 per cent of these having 

Over 1,200 suspect-
ed cases of cholera 
were reported, includ-
ing 29 related deaths 
by 2 June. 

The majority of cases 
are male (55 per 
cent) and aged 20-34 
years (40 per cent).

52 diarrhoeal disease 
kits were recieved in 
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states. They  will cater 
for 10,000 severely  
affected people.

Source: WHO, as of 2 June. 

Cholera cases by week
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severe acute malnutrition (SAM) and moderate acute malnutrition (MAM), respectively. 
In Leer, Unity State, an estimated 1,600 children were reported to be severely acutely 
malnourished within a two week period. This is the number that would normally be treated 
over a six month period.

Infrastructure destruction has severely diminished children’s access to services, such as 
education and primary healthcare. Between mid-December 2013 and the end of May, 
at least 30 clinics and health centers were attacked or destroyed while most schools in 
crisis-affected areas remained closed or inaccessible. Schools in Juba town were also 
closed following the outbreak of cholera in the town. 

Partners have reached over 102,000 children (44 per cent of them are girls) with emer-
gency education. More than a quarter of a million children were immunized against mea-
sles, while nearly 177,350 children have been immunized against polio. Vitamin A sup-
plementation	was	provided	to	45,036	children	under	five	years	of	age	and	de-worming	
activities reached 27,377 children. 

Improving protection for women
Women and girls continue to face a number of protection challenges in and around the 
Protection of Civilian (PoC) sites. Congestion, inadequate lighting, inability to pursue live-
lihoods and an unpredictable security environment continue to put women and girls at risk 
of harassment and gender-based violence. Due to fear of harassment and as a coping 
strategy, women and girls in several towns report  moving in groups and only limited to 
the roadside to minimize their vulnerability to harassment.  

To mitigate some of these protection risks, partners are implementing protective accom-
paniment measures that offer women and girls security when going about their daily ac-
tivities. In the UN bases in Bentiu, Bor and Tomping (Juba), patrols are conducted weekly 
and	also	when	needed	for	specific	purposes,	such	as	escorting	women	to	ante-natal	clin-
ics and markets. Protection patrols are organized in consultation with women. 

Patrolling activities also involve encouraging women to coordinate times, move in large 
groups and take emergency measures such as having a phone with emergency contact 
numbers. In Tomping, Juba, a regular schedule for patrolling by partners allows women 
to choose when they conduct their activities, especially going to the markets. Outside 
the PoCs, for example in the large displacement site in Mingkaman, partners undertake 
firewood	patrolling	every	day,	at	a	scheduled	time	known	to	women.	

While protective accompaniment is helpful, it is not a long-term solution to the security 
needs of women and girls. A sustained humanitarian protection response is needed to 
complement ongoing advocacy efforts with relevant authorities in the PoCs. To do this, 
protection partners will require robust resourcing. Currently, protection activities in the 
Crisis Response Plan are only 22 per cent funded. 

Partners address food shortages in Maban  
Sudanese refugees in Maban County, Upper Nile State, have been reassured that their 
monthly food rations will be restored in June. They received a seven-day ration in March, a 
10-day ration in April and a 20-day ration in May - far below minimum standards. 

Due to persistent insecurity, partners were unable to deliver adequate food supplies to 
126,000 refugees in Maban in the past months. Up to 2,000 refugees have reportedly 
returned to Sudan’s war-torn Blue Nile State in search of food. 

To	address	the	problem,	partners	have	identified	innovative	ways	of	ensuring	food	reach-
es refugees in Maban. A multi-pronged approach, which includes, use of cargo aircraft 
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to air-lift and air-drop food from stock-piles in Ethiopia will be applied. In addition, food 
was air-lifted from Juba via Palouch, Lakes State. Negotiations are underway with local 
authorities and Ethiopia to facilitate transportation of food into Maban. 

If security conditions improve, it may still be possible to make truck deliveries of locally-
purchased sorghum from Renk and Melut County in Upper Nile. Food partners are cur-
rently	 loading	 their	first	Nile	 river	barge	convoy	 in	Juba.	Such	movements	are	able	 to	
deliver large volumes of food at a far lower cost than air movements. Partners are dis-
cussing with the Government of Sudan to restore cross-border movement of humanitar-
ian cargo.

Donors pledge $600 million for aid operation  
To mobilize resources for the 
relief operation in South Su-
dan, the Government of Nor-
way and UNOCHA organized 
a high-level conference in 
Oslo on 19-20 May. At the con-
ference, 22 donors pledged 
over $600 million to provide 
relief for people affected by 
the	 conflict,	 including	 those	
who	 have	 fled	 	 to	 neighbour-
ing countries. 

The largest pledges came 
from the European Commis-
sion, Norway, the United King-
dom and the United States. Conference participants also called on all parties to the con-
flict	 to	cease	hostilities	and	to	ensure	the	pledged	funding	has	the	 intended	impact	by	
allowing safe access for aid workers and supplies to people in need. 

The cost of implementing the South Sudan Crisis Response Plan for 2014 is $1.8 billion. 
Some of these resources will be used to procure and pre-position life-saving supplies for 
2015, when people in the most vulnerable areas will face increased likelihood of acute 
hunger.  

As of the end of May, the Crisis Response Plan was 41 per cent ($738m) funded. The 
Oslo pledges come on top of these already secured resources, although in some cases 
the new pledges may be channeled to humanitarian organizations whose projects are 
not included in the plan. Following the conference, aid agencies have called on donors to 
convert pledges into concrete contributions as rapidly as possible so that their resources 
can be translated into results on the ground. 

The revised Crisis Response Plan, including the full strategy for the remainder of the 
year, will be available on 14 June. 

This report was pre-
pared by the OCHA 
South	Sudan	office	in	
collaboration with hu-
manitarian partners. 
For inputs to the next 
edition or questions/
comments on the 
current issue, please 
contact: ochasouthsu-
dan@un.org

Negotiations are under-
way with the Govern-
ments of Ethiopia and 
Sudan to facilitate trans-
port of food into Upper 
Nile State. 

The largest pledges at 
Oslo Conference came 
from the European 
Commission, Norway, 
the United Kingdom 
and the United States. 

Funding for the Crisis Response Plan

Source: Financial Tracking Service, 31 May 2014
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