
 

For more information, please contact: 
Stephen Mhando, mhando@unhcr.org OR Anne Triboulet, triboule@unhcr.org  

 

 BURUNDI SITUATION 

UNHCR TANZANIA UPDATE   

No. 0004 
19 May 2015 

Highlights 
 Following a rise in the number of persons treated for severe watery diarrhoea 

over the past couple of days, 77 Burundians in Nyarugusu Camp were tested 
for Cholera. Results from a reference laboratory have confirmed Cholera in 13 
of the cases. The UNHCR Representative disclosed this to BBC and CNN, after 
consultation with the Deputy Minister of Health. An existing compound within 
Nyarugusu is now being used as a Cholera treatment centre, to ensure 
isolation of the affected.  

 IOM has successfully facilitated the clearing of a land path leading out of 
Kagunga village. The path was cleared with the help of soldiers from the 
National Youth Service. Piloting the use of this path were 36 refugees, all males 
18 and above who volunteered to take the six hour trek.  This group was met 
by a truck at Mkigo, for onward transportation to Kigoma. Since Kagunga is 
only accessible via boat on the Tanzanian side, the trail presents a viable 
alternative to alleviate the overcrowding and public health menace at 
Kagunga.  

 The clearing of the path by the JKT and an agreement for 1,000 soldiers/ JKT to 
assist with the construction of the temporary shelters in Nyarugusu, was the 
result of a call to the Chief Secretary by the UNHCR Representative on 
Saturday, asking for the army to be deployed in  
“disaster management mode”. Food and fuel will be provided to them by 
UNHCR. 

 UN Heads of Agencies met on 18th May to share updates on the current 
Burundian refugee situation and the response undertaken to date. Sectoral 
coordination arrangements were strengthened and adjustments were made to 
the sector level lead responsibility i.e. WASH to be a stand-alone sector under 
the lead of UNICEF, Non-Food items to be combined with Shelter and 
Infrastructure under the lead of UNHCR.  A CERF proposal has also been 
submitted and agencies are finalizing their input to the regional refugee 
response plan to be launched on the 22nd of May. The main concerns raised by 
the meeting were the Cholera outbreak and the need to continue to explore all 
ways to decongest Kagunga village/peninsula, a situation which has greatly 
contributed to the present alarming health situation.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A child is assisted to board one of the small fishing boats used to ferry refugees to the MV Liemba 

KEY FIGURES 

63,653 
Total number of Burundian 

refugees reported to be in Tanzania 

including those not yet registered 

 

24,426 
Number of refugees in Tanzania’s 

Nyarugusu Camp 

  

35,000 
Estimated number of asylum 

seekers in Kagunga village 

 

 

 
 

PRIORITIES 
 Relocation of refugees to safety 

from border areas 

 Life-saving emergency 
protection and assistance 
interventions including in the 
sectors of registration, shelter, 
domestic items, food, water, 
sanitation, hygiene, health. 

 Identification and protection of 
children including family tracing, 
family reunification and 
alternative care arrangements 
for unaccompanied and 
separated children. 
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Protection 

 The first Protection Coordination Group meeting was held on 18th May in Dar es Salaam. Actors already undertaking 
activities to support UNHCR’s lead in protection, as well as new stakeholders intending to join the response to the 
refugee situation in the country were present. Key protection issues arising in various locations in the North West of 
Tanzania were outlined. It was agreed the forum would be used to share various assessments already taking place. 
During the week, UNHCR will also coordinate the mapping of all actors, their activities and resources, in order to 
avoid duplication of efforts and to identify gaps. 

 UNHCR staff have been instructed by the Representative to ensure that women’s leadership is encouraged, even 
during the crisis period and that any food distributed at Kagunga and elsewhere is done through our female 
household representative system. UNHCR and UN Women plan to host a focus discussion soon – to ask women 
about their specific protection and empowerment needs.  

 The Tracing Support Centre managed by UNHCR partners, Tanzania Red Cross Society (TRCS) successfully reunited 47 
persons with their relatives/parents within Nyarugusu Camp. 

 To date 331 unaccompanied minors, 620 separated children and 2,719 persons with specific needs have been 
identified during protection screening. 

Health 

 Over 700 cases of severe watery diarrhoea have been reported in Kagunga village.  Cholera treatment centres are 
being established in Kagunga and Lake Tanganyika stadium to supplement the local dispensary which lacks the 
required diagnostics and treatment modalities, including medication.  

 With the confirmation of 13 Cholera cases in Nyarugusu Camp amongst the newly arriving Burundian refugees, 
UNHCR on Sunday 17th May sent a special flight from Dar es Salaam to transport medicine to Kigoma. Discussions 
with the Deputy Minister of Health and Social Welfare, facilitated by the WHO Representative, have led to the 
release of medical supplies to Kigoma from the Government’s Medical Stores Department.  UNHCR will reimburse 
the costs, in order that they Government replenish their stores. UNICEF has provided water purification tablets 
urgently needed and WHO is sourcing more materials to assist in the response, from their external sources.  

WASH 

 On 17 May, WASH officers began supplying chlorinated water to the health post in Kagunga as well as to the refugee 
population. Some 15 tanks each with 10 cubic metre capacity are required to ensure an adequate supply of water.  

 UNHCR dispatched 2,000 one and a half litre bottles of drinking water to some refugees in Kagunga village on 18th 
May. This is a pilot to explore the feasibility of distributing safe drinking water in an effort to alleviate the use of 
contaminated lake water.  The bottles will be retrieved after use, to prevent re-use for scooping water from the lake 
and to prevent environmental hazard and waste matter in the lake and on the peninsula.  

 Hygiene promotion activities have been intensified in Kagunga village, on the boats as well as at Lake Tanganyika 
Stadium. The sale of ready to eat food by open air vendors in Kagunga has been banned by the Ministry of Home 
Affairs.  

Shelter  

 16 schools are being used for shelter, as well as several “collective centres”.  The plan short to medium term is to 
ensure that each family has a plot and a shelter. Nyarugusu A (the original site) can carry only maximum 30,000 and 
we are rapidly reaching that number.  Therefore the Nyarugusu extension will need to be surveyed and prepared as 
soon as possible. The UNHCR site planner has submitted draft blueprints illustrating the tentative lay out of 
Nyarugusu B on the plot identified by the Government. DfID has agreed to send a Site Planner and an engineer.  

Food 

 WFP is providing a ready-to-eat snack (dates) to refugees at Kagunga village and those in transit to Nyarugusu Camp 
and Lake Tanganyika Stadium. Refugees are served with a hot meal upon arrival at Nyarugusu Refugee Camp and the 
stadium. Furthermore WFP provides refugees with a two week dry food ration of maize, beans, oil, salt and Super 
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Cereal (fortified Corn Soya blend) upon registration at Nyarugusu Refugee Camp.  Once placed in Nyarugusu, 
refugees are incorporated into the ongoing general food distribution and supplementary feeding programs.  

Transportation 

 IOM has this week taken the lead on land transportation of refugees and will also take over sea transportation on 
30th May, following an agreement with UNHCR.  

 Following IOM and the Government’s successful piloting of the "long walk to further safety” by 36 Burundian 
refugees, five IOM staff returned on Monday to Kagunga to start the preparations for another walk on Tuesday. As 
requested by the Regional Authorities, this evacuation procedure should be expedited and it is expected that 10,000 
asylum seekers may opt to use this alternate route as a means to leave Kagunga. UNHCR and IOM will use six 
volunteers from the group to assist with community mobilization for other asylum seekers in Kagunga to undertake a 
similar journey. In the meantime, UNHCR continues to evacuate refugees from the village using the MV Liemba and 
MV Malagarasi.  

 Some 1,442 refugees were transported from Lake Tanganyika stadium on 18th May alone.  

Logistics  

 A shortage of light vehicles to transport staff and incoming missions to Kigoma region has been reported. UNHCR will 
send six new vehicles to support operations in Kasulu and Kigoma.  

 

 

Burundian Refugee Population 

In Nyarugusu Refugee Camp  24,426 

In Kagunga and other entry points  39,227 

On Burundi side of the border  i 

Grand Total  63,653ii 

 

 

                                                           
 i Numbers on Burundi side of the border will have to be verified further as we assess the situation following the failed coup d’état 

 

 
ii
 While the Government has continued to use some 88,000 persons at Kagunga, UNHCR believes that there are far fewer. We have now reduced the numbers at 

Kagunga to reflect the evacuation of almost 15,000 by the two boats. However, people are using a variety of border entries to come into Tanzania. UNHCR only 
confirms figures once biometric registration is done. N.B. 80% of the new arrivals have been in Tanzania before, seeking safety.  


