
Facts & Figures 

 Burkina Faso has  
the 14th highest 
infant mortality rate 
in the world (UNICEF) 

 In 2015, 939 000 
people were food 
insecure; 350 000 
children suffering from 
moderate acute 
malnutrition and  
149 000 from severe 
acute malnutrition  

 Burkina hosts 34 000 
refugees from Mali 

EU humanitarian funding 
has contributed to: 
 
 Scale up of severely 

undernourished 
children treated from 
35 000 in 2010  
to 149 000 in 2015 

 more than 600 000 
children and mothers 
received free health 

care in 2014 and 2015 

 

European Commission 
humanitarian funding in 
2016: €16.8 million  

 

The EU backs AGIR, an 
alliance for resilience in 
West Africa. Burkina Faso 
is among the 6 countries 
to have validated their 
resilience priorities.  

 
 
 

 ECHO Factsheet – Burkina Faso – May 2016          Page 1 of 3 

 

 

Humanitarian Aid and  

Civil Protection 

B-1049 Brussels, Belgium 

Tel.: (+32 2) 295 44 00 

Fax: (+32 2) 295 45 72  
email:  

echo-info@ec.europa.eu 

Website: 

http://ec.europa.eu/echo 

 

* All the latest ECHO 

Factsheets: 

bit.ly/echo-fs 

 

 

 

 

 

Tens of thousands of Burkinabe children require care for severe acute malnutrition. © WFP/Rein Skullerud

 

 The European Union has allocated €16.8 million in humanitarian funding 

for Burkina-Faso in 2016, with the purpose of scaling up nutrition care 

for severely malnourished children, provide food assistance and 

livelihood support via cash transfers or vouchers and ensure adequate 

protection for refugees. Over 14 000 households, or more than 100 000 

persons, will benefit from food security assistance. 

 Half of the Burkinabe population lives in extreme poverty with little 

access to health and basic services. Structural food insecurity is 

exacerbated by high food prices and the recurrent indebtedness of 

vulnerable families. 

 In 2015, around 939 000 people have experienced  food insecurity 

in 2015, and close to 149 000 children under five have suffered from 

severe acute malnutrition, according to government figures. 

 To strengthen people's resilience to future crises and break the negative 

spiral of poverty and hunger, the international donor community has to 

support and encourage Burkina Faso to mainstream resilience building 

measures, such as safety nets and free healthcare, as part of a social 

protection package for the most vulnerable. 

 The European Commission swiftly stepped in during the January 2016 

terrorist attacks in Burkina-Faso, supporting the treatment of the 

wounded and ensuring continuity of service at the maternity and 

pediatric wards.  
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At the heart of the Sahel region, Burkina Faso is among the 10 poorest countries in the world. With a 

rapidly growing population and 80% of its 18.5 million inhabitants reliant on drought-prone 

subsistence farming, an increasing number of families are failing to protect themselves from severe 

hunger, malnutrition and illness. 

Although the country recorded an overall increase in cereal production at the end of 2014, a large part 

of the population is still struggling to overcome the successive food and nutrition crises of the past 

decade. These crises have forced many households to sell their productive assets, including agricultural 

tools and livestock, and to borrow money during the 'lean season', the long months between harvests 

when food and water become scarce. 

The poorest families do not have access to cereals, the staple food in this part of the world, because 

prices are too high even when food is available and market supply seems sufficient. Food insecurity is 

a structural problem in Burkina, and access to basic services such as healthcare remains a challenge. 

Diseases such as malaria, respiratory diseases and meningitis constitute a significant public health 

problem. 

 

In 2016, European Commission’s Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection department (ECHO) will 

continue to support food and nutritional assistance and provide healthcare free of charge in several 

health districts, as well as to maintain assistance to Malian refugees. Over 14 000 households, or 

more than 100 000 persons, will benefit from EU’s food security projects in the country. 

Priority will be given to the scaling up of nutrition care for severely malnourished children, food 

assistance and livelihood support via cash transfers or vouchers. One aim is to promote the 

creation of seasonal safety nets to strengthen the resilience of the most vulnerable families.  

A successful pilot programme involving the local production of enriched flour to prevent malnutrition of 

children under two years has already been scaled up and proves to be a pertinent safety net. ECHO is 

one of the few donors funding nutrition care in Burkina Faso. It has supported UNICEF and other 

partner organizations to scale up care for severely malnourished children, from an estimated 35 000 

children in 2010 to 149 000 in 2015. In addition, ECHO supported in 2014 and 2015 the subsidized 

free healthcare programme that benefits yearly 600 000 children and mothers. It also provided 

cash grants and vouchers for 110 000 of the poorest people enabling them to access food on local 

markets.  

Cash transfers, food assistance and subsidized healthcare, which encourages the early detection 

and treatment of malnutrition and other diseases, have led to a substantial reduction in the 

vulnerability of families. ECHO and its partners continue to advocate for a mainstreaming of these 

interventions in the government’s policies and priorities. The aim is to reduce the high mortality of 

children and mothers and strengthen people’s resilience to future crises. 

In an effort to stop the endless cycle of food crises, the European Commission is making strides in 

linking its humanitarian emergency assistance with its development aid. The Commission has also been 

a driving force behind the creation of the Global Alliance for Resilience Building, also known as 

AGIR. It brings together 17 West African countries as well as donors and the aid community in a joint 

effort to end hunger by 2032. 

The Commission also supported the treatment of those injured during the turmoil that followed the coup 

mid-September (80% of them from bullet wounds) with staff and supplies, enabling as well maternity 

and pediatric wards to continue to provide care. 

  

Humanitarian situation and needs 

The European Union's humanitarian response 
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An estimated 939 000 people are affected by food insecurity in 

Burkina Faso. The Commission’s humanitarian aid department 

is funding a consortium of seven organisations to target 12 

220 very poor households (85 500 people) during the 2016 

lean season and prevent undernutrition. Under Oxfam’s lead, 

DRC, Christian Aid, Caritas Autriche, GRET, SOS Sahel, 

GVC/ITALIA and HOPE'87 will work together in the Sahelian 

regions and the Centre North. Four cash transfers will help 

reduce the vulnerability of the poorest families and prevent 

them from resorting to selling their remaining assets or 

reducing the number of meals per day to be able to cope. Four 

distributions of enriched flour will aim at improving the 

nutritional status of children at risk of undernutrition. This will be coupled with screening of children 

and the referral of those in need of treatment. The consortium will also work with the authorities 

to institutionalize safety net programmes that reinforce the resilience of the most vulnerable and 

therefore prevent a deterioration of the nutritional status.  

©EU/ECHO/Anouk Delafortrie 

 

 

Our partners LVIA and ALIMA are working in the Centre 

West region to train mothers on how to use the Mid-Upper 

Arm Circumference (MUAC) tape, like in the photo, so they 

can be instrumental in screening regularly their own 

children and detecting early signs of under nutrition, so that 

early treatment can be provided. LVIA is working in seven 

health districts and aims at training 150 000 mothers. This 

is part of the efforts to scale up the number of children 

accessing treatment in time. Thanks to ECHO’ support to 

UNICEF and other partner organizations, the number of 

severely malnourished children who have had access to 

nutrition care has gone up from 35 000 children in 2010 to 

149 000 in 2015.  
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The presence of 34 000 refugees from Mali, most of whom 

live in two official camps, puts additional pressure on local 

populations already vulnerable to food insecurity. ECHO partners 

are covering their basic needs in terms of shelter, food, 

nutrition, healthcare, water, education and protection. 

©EU/ECHO/Anouk Delafortrie 
 

 

 

Examples of humanitarian projects  
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