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Key Findings 

Anticipated 

scope and 

scale  

 

An estimated 650,000 people have been displaced in the six weeks 

since the start of Islamic State’s (IS) ‘Ramadan offensive’, bringing the 

total displaced since the start of the year at 1.2 million. The situation is 

expected to deteriorate as fighting persists. 

Most affected 

areas 

Intense conflict has been reported from Ninewa (Mosul), Kirkuk, Salah 

al Din, and Diyala. IDPs have been dispersed to 17 of Iraq’s 18 

governorates (al Muthanna excepted), with the largest numbers 

residing in Anbar, Dohuk, Ninewa, and Erbil.  

Priorities for 

humanitarian 

intervention 

 Shelter support and food assistance to IDPs in collective shelters, 

camps, and sub-standard housing, including congested public 

buildings such as schools. Basic needs include water, shelter, and 

NFIs to IDPs on the move or waiting at checkpoints. 

 Evacuation of civilians from heavily contested areas, including 

Falluja, and protection and assistance for civilians in areas facing 

insecurity, including Anbar. 

 Provision of water to areas facing critical shortages, including in 

Anbar, Ninewa and Diyala. 

 Healthcare support where hospitals have been damaged, supplies 

depleted and discontinued, and human resources degraded due to 

displacement or disrupted salaries. 

Humanitarian 

constraints 

 

Threats by both insurgents and military operations are significantly 

hampering national and international NGOs’ operations outside the 

Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KR-I). Civilians in Anbar, Ninewa, Salah al Din 

and Diyala are particularly hard to reach. Several key supply routes 

have been blocked, including the only remaining north–south route.  

 

 
Priority Concerns 3–24 July 

 Large parts of the country are extremely difficult to access, including the south of 

Ninewa, Salah al Din, Diyala and northern and central parts of Anbar. As a result, 

most assessment activities are clustered in the KR-I and large information gaps 

related to humanitarian needs and priorities remain.  

 

A significant number of IDPs are unable to transit certain parts of the country to 

safer areas. Also, entry policies into governorates such as Erbil are not clearly 

defined and may vary according to ethnic or confessional background. Those 

awaiting entry have limited access to services and are in immediate need of 

support.  

 

Widespread, systematic attacks directed against individuals due to ethnicity or 

religious beliefs are becoming more apparent. Christians, but one example, have 

been forced to flee Mosul after IS’ recent ultimatum. 

 

 
 
 

 Insignificant Minor Moderate Important Major 

Expected impact    X  

Need for international 

assistance 

Not required Low Moderate Important Urgent 

   X  

http://www.acaps.org/
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Conflict Drivers 
 

 IS’s lightning advance through large swathes of northern and central Iraq in June 

culminated in its declaration of a Sunni Islamic caliphate across Syria and Iraq. The 

restoration of Iraq’s territorial integrity will drive the Government’s counteroffensive.  

 In addition, the mobilisation of Shi’ites across Baghdad and the country’s 

southeast, as well as IS violence towards Shi’ites and other minorities, exacerbates 

the risks of a return to sectarian conflict (ICG 01/07/14, Washington Post 11/06/14, ISW 

11/06/14). 

 The ongoing civil war in Syria, with which Iraq shares a porous border, continues 

to destabilise the region, and Iraq, by attracting a surge in weapons, funding, and 

jihadist extremism. Over 200,000 Syrians have sought refuge in Iraq, particularly 

KR-I, since the civil war began in 2011 (UNHCR 15/07/14). 

 Iraqi Prime Minister Maliki’s perceived alienation of Sunni Arabs and Sunni Kurds 

is argued to have fuelled the current crisis, compounding deepening resentment 

between Sunnis, Shi’itesm and Kurds, and strengthening the centrifugal forces that 

threaten to divide Iraq. Without a more inclusive post-election coalition government, 

which has yet to be agreed, a sustainable long-term solution is unlikely (ICG 14/06/13, 

Brookings 14/06/14, Foreign Affairs 18/06/14). 
 

For more information on stakeholders, see Annex A. 

 

Political and Conflict Developments 
 

 On 29 June (the start of Ramadan), following a three-week lightning campaign, the 

Islamic State proclaimed its existence, an Islamic caliphate with territory stretching 

from Aleppo in Syria to Diyala in Iraq. IS’s leader, Abubakr al Baghdadi, was 

proclaimed caliph and appeared for the first time in a video leading Friday prayers 

at Mosul’s Grand Mosque. In line with the historical importance of the position of 

caliph (the ‘Prophet’s successor’), he has demanded the allegiance of Muslims 

worldwide, including that of jihadist groups loyal to Al Qaeda in Iraq’s leader Ayman 

al Zawahiri. These appeals are expected to attract increased support, manpower, 

and funding (ISW 30/06/14 Reuters 01/07/14 Youtube 05/07/14 LWJ 02/07/14). 

 Since 13 July, no major town has exchanged hands. Still, fighting reportedly 

continues in several towns north of Baghdad. Control of the town of Dhuluiya has 

passed back and forth between IS and government forces reinforced by local 

volunteers. On the weekend of 19-20 July, IS reportedly shelled the town with 

mortar rounds from bases to the east (Kbeba) and north (Khazraj and Bajwari). IS 

has also attempted to storm the holy Shi’ite city of Samarra, although Iraqi security 

forces (ISF) and the Sadrist Peace Brigades (formerly known as the Mahdi Army) 

have so far repelled its advances. In 2006, sectarian bloodshed reached its peak 

after Sunni insurgents bombed Samarra’s Al Askari mosque (ISW 18/07/14 ISW 

20/07/14 Reuters 20/07/14 Reuters 22/07/14).  

 Major clashes have taken place between IS and ISF (occasionally reinforced by 

Shi’ite militia) elsewhere, including: Tikrit; northern Babil’s Seidat and Fariseya 

areas; Zowiya town, north of Baiji; the Turkmen-majority Amerli area south of Tuz 

Khurmatu, which has been surrounded and attacked by IS for over a month; and 

Ramadi, which remains highly contested and where some 4,000 Shi’ite volunteers 

have been deployed to push back IS (ISW 18/07/14 ISW 11/07/14). 

 The critical oil refinery town of Baiji remains heavily contested, as is Haditha, where 

a strategic dam offers control over sections of the Euphrates. IS has unsuccessfully 

attempted to take Haditha three times so far. Control of Haditha would strengthen 

attempts to achieve the complete takeover of Ramadi, and therefore Anbar 

governorate. On 9 July IS seized a mini-dam in Sudur, north of Baghdad, in addition 

to the Falluja dam it already controls (Al Jazeera 04/07/14 ISW 21/07/14 ISW 16/07/14 FT 

10/07/14 ISW 09/07/14). 

http://reliefweb.int/report/world/crisiswatch-n-131-1-july-2014
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2014/06/11/how-isis-leader-abu-bakr-al-baghdadi-became-the-worlds-most-powerful-jihadi-leader/
http://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/islamic-state-iraq-and-al-sham-captures-mosul-and-advances-toward-baghdad
http://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/islamic-state-iraq-and-al-sham-captures-mosul-and-advances-toward-baghdad
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=103
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/iraq-iran-gulf/iraq/144-make-or-break-iraq-s-sunnis-and-the-state.aspx
http://www.brookings.edu/blogs/up-front/posts/2014/06/14-iraq-military-situation-pollack?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_term=%2ASituation%20Report&utm_campaign=JUNE%2016%202014
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/141579/omar-al-nidawi/how-maliki-lost-iraq
http://iswiraq.blogspot.co.il/2014/06/the-islamic-state-announces-caliphate.html
http://www.trust.org/item/20140701190912-hbc9h/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AWKRFWhlEuU
http://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2014/07/_moral_pressures_had.php?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=influential-jordanian-ideologue-argues-against-islamic-states-caliphate
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-axM-cyC5RQI/U8mPYVXZsDI/AAAAAAAABZ8/jTIPYvVnOS8/s1600/2014-07-18+Situation+Report+High+Res.png
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-97OIVl3CyWE/U81aKauvMlI/AAAAAAAABaw/1NwKrWvFtrY/s1600/2014-07-20+Situation+Report-01.png
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-97OIVl3CyWE/U81aKauvMlI/AAAAAAAABaw/1NwKrWvFtrY/s1600/2014-07-20+Situation+Report-01.png
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2014/07/20/uk-iraq-security-idUKKBN0FO0B420140720
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/07/22/us-iraq-security-islamicstate-insight-idUSKBN0FR0JU20140722
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-axM-cyC5RQI/U8mPYVXZsDI/AAAAAAAABZ8/jTIPYvVnOS8/s1600/2014-07-18+Situation+Report+High+Res.png
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-dkULlxxMD5I/U8BdPsufbhI/AAAAAAAABQo/8u-EQBVGEiY/s1600/2014-07-11+Situation+Report.png
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/07/iraqi-airstrikes-target-rebel-positions-20147411240414470.html
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-WQkKpuLjRiA/U81muxJ8jdI/AAAAAAAABbA/g_h46UXj-j0/s1600/2014-07-+21+Control+Zone+Map-01.png
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-_oRah0dQhmw/U8bmj-rDB9I/AAAAAAAABZU/9lQtZfJlz5w/s1600/2014-07-16+Situation+Report-01.png
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/a089e41e-081c-11e4-9afc-00144feab7de.html#axzz38EO5PsNr
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/a089e41e-081c-11e4-9afc-00144feab7de.html#axzz38EO5PsNr
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-dniAy-XljTM/U73OtOvV_9I/AAAAAAAABPc/VA4WyLJ-K58/s1600/2014-07-09+Situation+Report+CS3.png
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 In the absence of control over Baiji’s refinery, IS has reportedly begun extracting 

oil in Salah al Din governorate’s Ajil oilfield and selling it to smugglers for USD 10-

14,000 per tanker. This appears consistent with their handling of oil and other 

natural resources in Syria to finance their war effort (Mideast Monitor 04/07/14). 

 IS reportedly acquired 40kg of ‘low-grade’ uranium compounds from Mosul 

university, as well as material from degraded chemical munitions stored in the 

Muthanna facility, prompting proliferation concerns (Reuters 09/07/14 Guardian 13/07/14 

AP 09/07/14). 

 Heavy clashes between IS and Peshmerga have also been reported, especially 

around Kirkuk and Diyala governorates, suggesting IS may be attempting either to 

divert Peshmerga pressure from elsewhere or, more important if true, to openly 

challenge control of Kurdish areas. On 17 July, IS fighters clashed with Peshmerga 

at Sinjar, near the Syrian border (ISW 16/07/14). 

 On 17 July, IS reportedly took control of a runway at Camp (COB) Speicher, which 

has so far served as a key locus for the resupply of government forces deployed 

to northern Iraq (ISW 19/07/14). 

 On 19 July, Baghdad was targeted by a multiple vehicle-borne improvised 

explosive device (VBIED) wave, following lower-intensity attacks in recent weeks. 

VBIED waves (six or more at a time) are a signature IS tactic; this was the first 

since the start of the Ramadan offensive, and may have been intended to test 

Baghdad’s defences ahead of a broader offensive.  

 IS’s reach and relative freedom of movement even beyond the areas under its 

control is illustrated by isolated VBIED attacks even in Shi’ite Basrah in the 

country’s deep south (ISW 05/07/14). 

 As many as 200 Shi’ite volunteers were reportedly dispatched to protect the Imam 

Zain al Abdin shrine in the ethnically and religiously mixed town of Daquq, some 

40km south of Kirkuk (ISW 20/07/14). 

 The Iraqi air force has conducted strikes in different places, including Mosul, where 

other than civilian casualties, a water treatment plant and a power station in Mosul 

university have been damaged; Hawija, where IS’s Shariah courts were 

bombarded in a residential area; and Falluja and its surrounding areas, where 

barrel bombs were allegedly used (ISW 20/07/14 ISW 17/07/14 ISW 21/07/14). 

 Despite domestic and international pressure to form a more inclusive national unity 

government, negotiations have failed so far. Prime Minister Maliki ruled out forming 

a national emergency government to address the crisis, and has insisted on his 

right as leader of the party with the highest number of votes to pursue a third term. 
Maliki faces immense pressure across the board, including from some Shi’ite 

groups, to step aside in favour of a less polarising candidate (Al Jazeera 29/06/14, Al 

Jazeera 01/07/14 Reuters 20/07/14). 

Crisis Impact 
  

Displacement 

 Numbers: The most recent data on the number of IDPs stems from 2 July, with an 

estimated 1.2 million people displaced due to the current crisis, which began with 

IS’s offensive on Mosul, as well as the earlier Anbar crisis. There are over 1,200 

known IDP locations across Iraq. The main source on the number of recent 

displaced is the IOM displacement tracking matrix (DTM). Via this system, IOM has 

identified over 400,000 IDPs (70,000 families) who have been displaced between 

June and 16 July. The number of IDPs identified through the DTM increased by 

10% in the 14 days between 2 and 16 July.    
 

 National and local authorities continue to register IDPs and publish displacement 

figures on an ad hoc basis.  

- Integrated Office for Development & Humanitarian Affairs (ICODHA): 655,000 

IDPs by 25 June 2014 as a result of recent clashes.  

- Ministry of Migration and Displacement Iraq: 558,000 IDPs by 25 June as a 
result of the conflict in Anbar (UN 25/07/14, IOM 16/07/14, OCHA 18/07/14). 
 

 Trends: Population movements remain fluid. The DTM found 42,000 IDPs that 

were ‘on the move’. In general, displacement has occurred within the governorate 

of origin. The majority of families fleeing across governorate borders have sought 

refuge in the KR-I governorates. However, an increased number of IDPs are 

expected to move to central governorates, in search of safety and access to 

services (OCHA 14/07/14, IOM 16/07/14, PI 07/07/14). 

 

 Vulnerability: An assessment among IDP families identified the following  IDP 

families as most vulnerable: 

- IDPs without access to financial resources, notably farmers who had 

contracted debts before the harvest season.  

- IDPs without family or friend support networks, especially those residing in 

camps or collective shelters. 

- Those unable to enter KR-I, who often have to settle among local communities 

in disputed areas where resources are overstretched (REACH 07/14). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/news/middle-east/12559-isis-begins-selling-crude-oil-from-iraqs-ajeel-oil-field
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/news/middle-east/12559-isis-begins-selling-crude-oil-from-iraqs-ajeel-oil-field
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/07/09/us-iraq-security-nuclear-idUSKBN0FE2KT20140709
http://www.theguardian.com/world/julian-borger-global-security-blog/2014/jul/13/iraq-nuclear-mosul-uranium-isis
http://www.haaretz.com/news/middle-east/1.603894
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-_oRah0dQhmw/U8bmj-rDB9I/AAAAAAAABZU/9lQtZfJlz5w/s1600/2014-07-16+Situation+Report-01.png
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-YQhssTBFRwg/U8rRmI_xd6I/AAAAAAAABaQ/7jKQWYz19d8/s1600/2014-07-19+Situation+Report+High-01.png
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-74vdwFisNIg/U7h6FlBt2JI/AAAAAAAABNQ/uyMtshGwcAk/s1600/2014-07-05+Situation+Report.png
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-97OIVl3CyWE/U81aKauvMlI/AAAAAAAABaw/1NwKrWvFtrY/s1600/2014-07-20+Situation+Report-01.png
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-97OIVl3CyWE/U81aKauvMlI/AAAAAAAABaw/1NwKrWvFtrY/s1600/2014-07-20+Situation+Report-01.png
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-Bcuzv9mY9vE/U8g7gLKy9xI/AAAAAAAABZo/PnI5g38u1fE/s1600/2014-07-17+Situation+Report.png
http://iswiraq.blogspot.co.il/2014/07/iraq-situation-report-july-21-2014.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/insidestory/2014/06/iraq-turmoil-maliki-calling-shots-201462916514940973.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/07/iraq-parliament-adjourns-as-rebellion-mounts-20147192740887897.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/07/iraq-parliament-adjourns-as-rebellion-mounts-20147192740887897.html
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2014/07/20/uk-iraq-security-idUKKBN0FO0B420140720
http://iomiraq.net/dtm-page
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Iraq%20New%20IDPs%20summary%20by%20Province%2025June14.pdf
http://iomiraq.net/dtm-page
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Sit%20Rep%203%2C%2018%20July.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IRQ_snapshot_en_140716.pdf
http://iomiraq.net/dtm-page
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/vulnerability-needs-and-intentions-internally-displaced-persons-northern-iraq-rapid
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Displacement Figures per Governorate 

 
Protection 

 Indiscriminate attacks: Air strikes are being launched more frequently and Iraqi 

forces have allegedly used barrel bombs on multiple occasions. According to HRW, 

Iraq’s security forces have killed at least 75 civilians in indiscriminate air strikes on 

four cities since 6 June (HRW 23/07/14). 
 

Dozens of civilians were killed and injured in an air strike on 19 July in Falluja. Car 

bombs in and around Baghdad continue to cause civilian casualties. On 22 July, a 

suicide bomb in Baghdad killed at least 24 people (AFP 20/07/14, Amnesty 14/07/14, Al 

Jazeera 23/07/14). 

 

 Persecution of minorities: The systematic persecution of individuals from 

minorities in IS controlled areas is increasing. Faced with a 19 July ultimatum to 

convert, pay special religious taxes (known as Jizya), or ‘face the sword’, Christians 

fled Mosul, many to KR-I. Mosul’s ancient Christian community, which existed 

alongside a diversity of other faiths in the city, has by the current crisis dwindled to 

several thousand individuals. In Mosul, Sunday Mass failed to take place the past 

weekend for the first time in 1,600 years. Christians from surrounding towns and 

villages, such as Bakhdida, have also been affected (AFP 18/07/14, HRW 19/07/14 

Reuters 20/07/14 Al Jazeera 19/07/14 Washington Post 19/07/14). 
 

Turkmen, Yazidis, and Shabaks are facing abduction, murder or the destruction of 

property. In a July report, HRW highlighted targeted attacks, including the 

abduction of 200 Turkmen, Shabaks, and Yazidis in Mosul. In Mosul city, IS has 

reportedly started to place marks on minorities’ properties to designate them as 

Christian, Shia Shabak, or Shia Turkmen. Besides directed violence, IS has also 

reportedly refused to include minorities such as Christians, Yazidis, and Shabak 

during food distribution campaigns in areas under its control (UNSG 20/07/14, HRW 

19/07/14, IRIN 09/07/14, UNSG 20/07/14 ISW 15/07/14) 
 

The ISF has reportedly also committed attacks against individuals on the basis of 

their ethnic background – Amnesty recorded a series of attacks against Sunni 

detainees, including summary executions, before ISF’s withdrawal from Tal ‘Afar 

and Mosul on 15 June (Amnesty 14/07/14). 
 

Within Baghdad, summary executions of Sunnis, allegedly by Shi’ite gunmen, have 

markedly increased, exacerbating the sectarian divide (ISW 23/07/14 ISW 19/07/14 ISW 

20/07/14 PI 22/07/14). 

 

 Child protection concerns are significant. An assessment in Ninewa and Erbil 

shows that many children have been killed, injured, permanently disabled and 

exposed to explosive remnants of war (ERW). All of the adults interviewed during 

the assessment highlighted children’s psychosocial needs as one of the most 

urgent issues. Children are at risk of recruitment, with video material showing 

minors receiving military training from armed groups (Save the Children 22/07/14, ISW 

21/07/14, Save the Children 22/07/14, OCHA 20/07/14). 

 

 Freedom of movement: There are growing concerns over the ability of IDPs to 

transit through certain areas of the country. For security reasons, checkpoints 

providing access to KR-I are regularly closed and people are forced to wait for long 

periods. KR-I has not fully defined its entry policy, and entry restrictions differ 

according to the checkpoint and the background of those displaced. Kurds, 

Christians, and those who have sponsors inside Kurdistan are reportedly able to 

pass relatively easily. According to a 3 July assessment, close to half of the 2,500 

IDPs at Khazir were there because they had been refused entry into KR-I. At certain 

checkpoints, including those allowing entry to Basrah governorate, single men are 

not allowed to pass. (REACH 14/07/15, IRIN 16/07/14, IOM 16/07/14, OCHA 11/07/14, PI 

15/07/14, OCHA 20/07/14) 

Current Governorate Jan-May Jun-July Total % of total 

Anbar 315,840 5,094 320,934 36 

Babylon 1,308 4,614 5,922 1 

Baghdad 56,598 4,602 61,200 7 

Basrah 324 1,104 1,428 0 

Dohuk 3,396 1,6578 19,974 2 

Diyala 720 11,280 12,000 1 

Erbil 16,170 96,930 113,100 13 

Kerbala 3,630 11790 15,420 2 

Kirkuk 16,578 22,890 39,468 4 

Missan 30 744 774 0 

Najaf 840 10,716 11,556 1 

Ninewa 2,028 103,236 105,264 12 

Qadissiya 240 1,692 1,932 0 

Salah al Din 31,908 23,340 55,248 6 

Sulaymaniyah 26,076 49,386 75,462 9 

Thi-Qar 156 438 594 0 

Wassit 252 1,314 1,566 0 

‘On the move’  42,546 42,546 4 

Total 476,094 408,294 884,388 100 

Source: IOM 16/07/14 

Please note that due to the fluidity of the situation any figures on displacement are rapidly outdated.   

http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/civilian-toll-government-airstrikes
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/jihadists-claim-baghdad-blasts-iraq-rallies-behind-christians
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/northern-iraq-civilians-line-fire
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/07/dozens-dead-injured-baghdad-blast-201472301936810462.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/07/dozens-dead-injured-baghdad-blast-201472301936810462.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/jihadist-ultimatum-sparks-christian-exodus-iraqs-mosul
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/isis-abducting-killing-expelling-minorities
http://news.yahoo.com/iraq-catholic-leader-says-islamic-state-worse-genghis-194238082.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/07/iraq-christians-told-convert-face-death-2014718111040982432.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/in-northern-iraq-gains-by-islamic-state-threaten-centuries-old-christian-town/2014/07/19/7088f3b6-0f53-11e4-8c9a-923ecc0c7d23_story.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/secretary-general-calls-repugnant-reported-minority-abductions-killings-iraq-pled20-july
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/isis-abducting-killing-expelling-minorities
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/isis-abducting-killing-expelling-minorities
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/analysis-iraq-s-minorities-under-fire
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/secretary-general-calls-repugnant-reported-minority-abductions-killings-iraq-pled20-july
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-otTSfFmIfrs/U8W9bOqzPuI/AAAAAAAABYk/cM0uVfTWRMQ/s1600/2014-07-15+Situation+Report.png
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/northern-iraq-civilians-line-fire
http://iswiraq.blogspot.co.il/2014/07/warning-intelligence-update-baghdad.html?utm_source=Warning+Intelligence+Update:+Baghdad&utm_campaign=Warning+intel.+update&utm_medium=email
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-YQhssTBFRwg/U8rRmI_xd6I/AAAAAAAABaQ/7jKQWYz19d8/s1600/2014-07-19+Situation+Report+High-01.png
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-97OIVl3CyWE/U81aKauvMlI/AAAAAAAABaw/1NwKrWvFtrY/s1600/2014-07-20+Situation+Report-01.png
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-97OIVl3CyWE/U81aKauvMlI/AAAAAAAABaw/1NwKrWvFtrY/s1600/2014-07-20+Situation+Report-01.png
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MIRA%20ASSESSEMENT%20REPORT%20SC%2BPAO%20JUNE.pdf
http://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/2014-07-21%20Situation%20Report_0.pdf
http://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/2014-07-21%20Situation%20Report_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MIRA%20ASSESSEMENT%20REPORT%20SC%2BPAO%20JUNE.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Sit%20Rep%203%2C%2018%20July.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/REACH_IDP%20Factsheet_Khazir%20IDP%20Transit%20Site_17July.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/selective-treatment-idps-kurdistan
file:///C:/Users/Pauline%20Pascal/Downloads/iom_iraq_dtm_interim_report_16_july_1%20(2).pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/FINAL%20OCHA%20Iraq%20Sit%20Rep%2011%20July%202014%20.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Sit%20Rep%203%2C%2018%20July.pdf
http://iomiraq.net/dtm-page
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WASH 

 Conflict-affected areas: In Anbar, only 50% of water projects are functioning, and 

at 25% capacity. The provision of WASH services is particularly affected by 

insecurity in Al Qaim, Anah, Rawa, and Al Rutba. Chlorine and fuel shortages are 

a major challenge for water provision (OCHA 11/07/14). 
 

Extreme water shortages were reported in several areas, particularly in Al 

Hamdaniya, Tilkaif and Sinjar districts (Ninewa governorate), and Khanaqin (Diyala 

governorate) and Makhour district (Erbil). This is the result of the seizure of water 

resources by armed groups, as well as ongoing electricity and fuel shortages. 

Some 100,000 people, including IDPs and residents, have reportedly been affected 
(OCHA 11/07/14, UNICEF 13/07/14). 

 IDP hosting areas: In areas hosting a large number of IDPs, local water sources 

are overstretched. In Sinjar, Ninewa governorate, water needs are critical as a 

result of the influx of IDPs. Poor sanitation conditions have been reported in transit 

sites and IDP collective centres, including in Barharka IDP transit site (Erbil 

governorate) (OCHA 20/07/14). 

 An assessment in Ninewa and Erbil showed that many families are not using soap 

because they are unable to purchase hygiene items (Save the Children 07/22/14). 

 Water shortages hamper sustainable returns. In Hamdaniyah district, an estimated 

40,000 returnees require a safe water supply, since the area is currently largely 

disconnected from the public water network (UNICEF 07/13/14). 

 

Shelter and NFI 

 Around 10% of the 60,000 IDP families identified by IOM are residing in public 

buildings (mosques, schools) or buildings that have been abandoned or are under 

construction. Those in sub-standard housing are particularly vulnerable, lacking 

privacy and sufficient access to water and sanitation facilities (Save the Children 

22/07/14, IOM 16/07/14, IRIN 16/07/14). 

 The most common type of shelter varies by location, depending on the relationship 

between host communities and IDPs. Over half of IDPs in Mosul, Tilkaif, and Sinjar 

districts are staying with relatives, while in Erbil and Shaqlawa districts over 70% 

of IDP families assessed are in hotels (IOM 16/07/14). 

 Currently, only around 3% of the IDP population is hosted in camps. However, an 

increasing number of governorates are expressing their intention to establish 

camps. The Provincial Council of Baghdad recently announced plans to establish 

an IDP camp in Al Nahrawan. There are concerns over how these camps will be 

managed and protection implications for those residing in the camps. The position 

of the international community continues to be that establishment of camps is a 

measure of last resort and engagement by international actors will be limited to 

material assistance and technical support (PI 15/07/14, PI 07/14). 

 The overwhelming majority of IDPs left their homes in a hurry and left assets 

behind. An assessment by IOM showed that over 80% of the IDP families displaced 

in June and July 2014 are in need of NFI. A Save the Children assessment in 

Ninewa and Erbil show that both IDPs and the host community are struggling to 

access shoes and clothing for children. In addition, the assessment found a lack of 

basic household items including bedding and cooking equipment, and hygiene 

items including sanitary items for women (Save the Children 22/07/14, IOM 16/07/14, REACH 

07/14). 

 

Health 

 Conflict-affected areas: Hospitals and clinics in central Iraq are struggling to 

operate at full capacity due to crossfire, electricity and fuel shortages, and 

displacement of staff. Shortages in electricity and fuel continue to impact hospital 

operations in Ninewa governorate. The lack of electricity is resulting in difficulties 

in maintaining cold chains in Mosul and other areas. Health facilities are 

overwhelmed (WHO 20/07/14, WHO 20/07/14). 

 IDP hosting areas: Hospitals in IDP hosting areas are often overstretched due to 

the IDP influx.  At the start of July, the KR-I Ministry of Health reported critical 

shortages in medicines and medical supplies. Overburdening of health facilities 

was reported in Hit city, Anbar, which hosts over 50,000 IDPs (WHO 18/06/14, UNFPA 

30/06/14, WHO 20/07/14). 

 Morbidity: The risk of polio spreading has grown due to interruption of vaccination 

campaigns in areas affected by the crisis, including Mosul, and IDP movements 

from areas bordering Syria. Iraq declared a polio outbreak on 31 March, with two 

cases after a 14-year absence (WHO 07/14, WHO 07/07/14). 

Location of IDPS – IOM 17/06/2014 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/FINAL%20OCHA%20Iraq%20Sit%20Rep%2011%20July%202014%20.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/FINAL%20OCHA%20Iraq%20Sit%20Rep%2011%20July%202014%20.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Humanitarian%20Weekly%20Sit%20Rep%206%20to%2012%20July.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Sit%20Rep%203%2C%2018%20July.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MIRA%20ASSESSEMENT%20REPORT%20SC%2BPAO%20JUNE.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Humanitarian%20Weekly%20Sit%20Rep%206%20to%2012%20July.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MIRA%20ASSESSEMENT%20REPORT%20SC%2BPAO%20JUNE.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MIRA%20ASSESSEMENT%20REPORT%20SC%2BPAO%20JUNE.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Pauline%20Pascal/Downloads/iom_iraq_dtm_interim_report_16_july_1%20(2).pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/selective-treatment-idps-kurdistan
file:///C:/Users/Pauline%20Pascal/Downloads/iom_iraq_dtm_interim_report_16_july_1%20(2).pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MIRA%20ASSESSEMENT%20REPORT%20SC%2BPAO%20JUNE.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Pauline%20Pascal/Downloads/iom_iraq_dtm_interim_report_16_july_1%20(2).pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IRQ_REACH_Vulnerability-Needs-Intentions-of-IDPs-in-Northern-Iraq_July2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IRQ_REACH_Vulnerability-Needs-Intentions-of-IDPs-in-Northern-Iraq_July2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Regional%20SitRepMayJune.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WHO%20Iraq%20situation%20report%20no%204%20-%20%209%20July.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/ministry-health-kurdistan-region-lraq-reports-critical-shortages-medicines-seeks-support
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/women-girls-face-escalating-risk-violence-exploitation-during-iraq-crisis-warns-unfpa
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/women-girls-face-escalating-risk-violence-exploitation-during-iraq-crisis-warns-unfpa
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WHO%20Iraq%20situation%20report%20no%204%20-%20%209%20July.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Polio_Outbreak_in_the_Middle_East_July2014-En1.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Regional%20SitRepMayJune.pdf
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 The risk of a cholera outbreak, 

endemic in KR-I, has increased 

due to the influx of refugees 

placing pressures on housing, 

water supplies, and sanitation 

facilities. 

 On 9 July, four cases of measles were confirmed among displaced families moving 

from Baiji to Anbar governorate. Apart from this event, communicable diseases 

reported under the Early Warning and Response Network (EWARN) from other 

affected governorates are within normal limits. However, underreporting is likely: 

even before the most recent crisis, EWARN only covered parts of the country, and 

it has been further disrupted. Disease surveillance in Tel Afar is only partly 

functioning and does not include all hospitals in the region (WHO 20/07/14, WHO 

07/07/14, WHO 06/07/14). 

 The existing risks are compounded by disease outbreaks in Syrian governorates 

bordering Iraq. The Early Warning and Response System in Syria has reported 

over 1,200 cases of suspected typhoid in Deir-ez-Zor and a measles outbreak has 

been confirmed (OCHA 18/06/14). 

 

Food 

 Conflict affected areas: While there is no information available on the impact of 

the crisis on prices, it is expected that they have increased significantly. This is 

compounded by Ramadan, during which the prices of essential goods traditionally 

increase. The public distribution system, which provides 30% of calories consumed 

by the Iraqi population, has been disrupted in areas affected by conflict.   

 Around half the total wheat crop production is in areas under IS control. The crisis 

has impacted the May/June cereal harvest and post-harvest activities in key 

production areas such as Ninewa and Salah Al Din governorates, which account 

for nearly one-third of Iraq's wheat production and about 38% of barley. Interruption 

of harvest subsidies and fuel shortages is further affecting agriculture and food 

security (OCHA 20/07/14, OCHA 11/07/14). 

 The Government and public sectors are the most important source of income, 

providing for 62% of all waged employees. The distribution of public wages has 

been disrupted in areas affected by conflict and to those displaced (OCHA 11/07/14, 

INN 2011). 

 IDP hosting areas: Quantities of food consumption have been decreasing since 

the start of the crisis in June, according to an assessment in Ninewa and Erbil. 

Access to food is of greater concern than availability. The assessment showed that 

all communities have physical access to food, except for Khazir camp and Khabat. 

However, they are unable to purchase food due to limited or no income (Save the 

Children 22/07/14). 

 

Education 

 Around 90,000 children may not be able to start the school-year in September as 

IDPs are sheltering in over 250 schools in Kirkuk, Dohuk, Ninewa, and Anbar 

governorates (OCHA 11/07/14, OCHA 20/07/14). 

 An unconfirmed number of schools in the Hamdaniyah district, Ninewa 

Governorate, are reportedly being used by armed actors (OCHA 11/07/14). 

 

Humanitarian Access 
 

Threats imposed by both insurgents and military operations are significantly hampering 

both national and international NGO operations outside KR-I. The following locations 

are particularly hard to reach: 

- Falluja city, due to high levels of conflict; 

- western districts of Anbar, where there is a high risk of security incidents; and 

- the most vulnerable IDPs in Anbar, Ninewa, Salah al Din, and parts of Diyala. 

 Road access between KR-I and Baghdad and southern Iraq has been further 

restricted since on 10 July armed groups seized control of some areas along the 

Basrah–Erbil road, interrupting the only north–south road open for traffic. This route 

is critical to the transport of goods, including food, from southern seaports to the 

northern governorates (WFP 07/07/14, PI 22/07/14, UNICEF 13/07/14). 

 The fluidity of the situation is further hampering the response. In Baherka camp, 

the population has fluctuated between 1,000 and 6,000 people, impacting planning 

and resource allocation on a daily basis (OCHA 11/07/14). 

 On 10 July, the Iraq Civil Aviation Authority issued a notice cancelling all cargo 

flights destined for the Erbil and Suleymaniyah airports. The United Nations is 

advocating for all humanitarian cargo flights be exempt from this ban (OCHA 18/07/14). 

 

Information Sources and Gaps 
 

Since the start of July, the following needs assessment have become available: 

 REACH published a rapid assessment report on the vulnerability, needs, and 

intentions of IDPs in northern Iraq, highlighting rental support, food and shelter 

support as priority needs (REACH 07/14). 

 Save the Children–Multi-cluster/sector Initial Assessment Report. Carried out in 12 

districts in Ninewa and Erbil between 17 and 23 June, the assessment highlights 

Past outbreaks reported in KR-I  
• Cholera 2007, 2008, and 2012  
• Hepatitis A 2013  
• Crimean-Congo haemorrhagic fever 2013  
• Measles 2013, 2014 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WHO%20Iraq%20situation%20report%20no%204%20-%20%209%20July.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Regional%20SitRepMayJune.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Regional%20SitRepMayJune.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Epi_Monitor_2014_7_26_27.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Bulletin_Issue%2048_22%20May%20-%2018%20June%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Sit%20Rep%203%2C%2018%20July.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/FINAL%20OCHA%20Iraq%20Sit%20Rep%2011%20July%202014%20.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/FINAL%20OCHA%20Iraq%20Sit%20Rep%2011%20July%202014%20.pdf
http://www.jauiraq.org/documents/1582/LB%20Factsheet-English.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MIRA%20ASSESSEMENT%20REPORT%20SC%2BPAO%20JUNE.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MIRA%20ASSESSEMENT%20REPORT%20SC%2BPAO%20JUNE.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/FINAL%20OCHA%20Iraq%20Sit%20Rep%2011%20July%202014%20.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Sit%20Rep%203%2C%2018%20July.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/FINAL%20OCHA%20Iraq%20Sit%20Rep%2011%20July%202014%20.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WFP%20Syria%20Crisis%20Response%20Situation%20Update%2024%20June%20-%207%20July%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Humanitarian%20Weekly%20Sit%20Rep%206%20to%2012%20July.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/FINAL%20OCHA%20Iraq%20Sit%20Rep%2011%20July%202014%20.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Sit%20Rep%203%2C%2018%20July.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IRQ_REACH_Vulnerability-Needs-Intentions-of-IDPs-in-Northern-Iraq_July2014.pdf
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critical child protection, shelter, WASH, food and health concerns (Save the Children 

22/07/14). 

 The Amnesty briefing on human rights violations in northern Iraq, Civilians in the 

Line of Fire, is based on a two-week investigation in June (Amnesty 14/07/14). 

 Four GBV assessments were carried out in Khazir transit camp and Erbil city by 

UNFPA. The assessments highlight a set of safety concerns and risks for displaced 

women and girls.  

 OHCHR/UNAMI published a report on the protection of civilians covering the period 

5 June–5 July. The report outlines a range of violations of international 

humanitarian law and violations and abuses of international human rights law 

perpetrated by IS as well as Iraqi forces (OHCHR/UNAMI 18/07/14). 

 
However, large information gaps remain. Immediate information needs include: 

 Timely information on protection concerns in IS-controlled areas, particularly the 

treatment of minorities. 

 Clarifications regarding temporary permits issued to IDPs in KR-I and renewal 

procedures. 

 Tracking of negative coping mechanisms. 

 Morbidity patterns relating to communicable diseases between Syria and Iraq, 

given the volume of cross-border movement. 

 Updated estimates on the number of people residing in contested areas. 

 A profile of coping mechanisms, especially of the most vulnerable. 

 An approximate cost of living index (price movements of commodities and essential 

items) in the weeks following IS’s takeover. 

 Functionality of health infrastructure in areas affected by conflict. 

 Clarifications about the status of healthcare as well as clean water supply in Mosul 

and other areas affected by water shortages. 

 The priority needs of the vulnerable affected population which has not (yet) been 

displaced.  

 

 

 

 

Potential Aggravating Factors 

 Large-scale displacement: Iraq continues to host a large number of Syrian 

refugees (215,580 individuals registered by UNHCR so far), as it reabsorbs Iraqi 

returnees fleeing Syria, who remain vulnerable to further displacement. The large 

numbers of refugees, returnees, and now IDPs are placing great strain on local 

infrastructure and essential services. Socioeconomic development is stagnating, 

and institutional capacity is limited, which will hamper the ability of IDPs and 

refugees to re-assimilate into society (UNHCR 15/07/14 UNHCR 14). 

 Influx of fighters and growing sectarian rifts: The call-to-arms and 

redeployment from Syria of Iraqi Shi’ite volunteer fighters threatens to increase the 

sectarian violence already endemic in Iraq. This will be more pronounced if there 

is insufficient military discipline and command-and-control among Shi’ite militia, or 

under the ISF. Furthermore, protection concerns based on ethnic/sectarian identity 

continue to rise, including summary executions: gunmen in Baghdad for instance 

have allegedly executed a number of Sunnis, part of which may have been 

scoresettling from the previous decade. IS has released images showing the 

deliberate destruction of Shi’ite holy places in Mosul and Tal Afar. According to the 

UN, June has so far been the bloodiest month in 2014: at least 2,417 Iraqis were 

killed, and another 2,287 injured as a consequence of violence. Excluding Anbar, 

where IS’s insurgency was underway even before the current crisis, the worst 

affected governorates were Baghdad, Ninewa, Salah al Din, Diyala, Babil, and 

Kirkuk, in descending order.  (OHCHR 13/06/14, UNAMI 01/07/14 ISW 05/07/14). 

 Increased tensions between the Iraqi Government and the Kurdish Regional 

Government (KRG): De facto Kurdish control of Kirkuk and parts of Mosul, key 

territorial flashpoints, as well as the ongoing budgetary and hydrocarbon disputes, 

have led to increased tensions. If the planned referendum on independence goes 

ahead, further tensions are certain and could set the stage for another phase of 

armed conflict. Whether the Kurdish authorities will pursue secession is also likely 

to depend, among other things, on how it assesses the response of some of its 

immediate neighbours, with whom it maintains significant trade relations. In the 

case of secession, a Kurdish state might even be envisaged to include parts of 

northeastern Syria, where local Kurds have already carved out an autonomous 

enclave (BBC 01/07/14, Stratfor 17/06/14 PI 22/07/14). 

 Implementation of strict Shariah law and other protection concerns: fears 

abound that IS intends to impose the strict brand of justice associated with it in 

Syria (particularly Raqqa city), which has important implications for protection and 

human rights. The UN has already accused IS of egregious human rights abuses 

including executions, rape, forced child recruitment and plundering of holy places. 

In Ninewa governorate (provincial capital: Mosul), IS has imposed restrictions 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MIRA%20ASSESSEMENT%20REPORT%20SC%2BPAO%20JUNE.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MIRA%20ASSESSEMENT%20REPORT%20SC%2BPAO%20JUNE.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/northern-iraq-civilians-line-fire
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNAMI_OHCHR_POC%20Report_FINAL_18July2014A_0.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=103
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49e486426.html
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/Media.aspx
http://www.uniraq.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=2155:un-casualty-figures-for-june-2014-the-highest-number-of-civilian-casualties-in-2014-anbar-province-excluded&Itemid=633&lang=en
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-74vdwFisNIg/U7h6FlBt2JI/AAAAAAAABNQ/uyMtshGwcAk/s1600/2014-07-05+Situation+Report.png
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28103124
http://www.stratfor.com/weekly/intrigue-lying-behind-iraqs-jihadist-uprising?utm_source=freelist-f&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20140617&utm_term=Gweekly&utm_content=readmore
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linked to rent, female dress codes, and marriage; forced public allegiance to its 

caliph; and overseen the destruction of places holy to Shi’ites, whom the Sunni IS 

consider to be polytheists. Non-Sunni religious groups are particularly at risk 
(Reuters 20/07/14 Al Jazeera 19/07/14 PI 12/06/14, DailyBeast 16/06/14, NY Times 12/06/14, RT 

16/06/14). 

 Election-related unrest: The crisis sparked by IS’s offensive coincides with 

deadlines for the forming of a coalition government in Iraq. Although Prime Minister 

Maliki’s State of Law Bloc won the parliamentary majority in the April elections (92 

of 328 seats, nearly three times that of his nearest rival, Moqtada al Sadr), a 

governing coalition has yet to be established. The exclusion of leading Shia and 

Sunni opponents is highly likely to exacerbate the conflict. So far, the urgency of 

the current crisis has failed to create the conditions for temporary political unity (ICG 

01/06/14). 

 Prolonged displacement: With little access to livelihood opportunities, any 

extended displacement situation is likely to lead to increased food insecurity, 

destitution, and negative coping mechanisms, with important implications for 

protection. The large number of IDPs residing in schools disrupts access to 

education facilities, especially when the school term starts after the summer. 

 Weakened KRG response capacity: Around 400,000 IDPs from the Anbar and 

Mosul crises alone are dependent on support, services, and residency permits from 

the KRG, which has been seriously overstretched. A deterioration in the KRG’s 

response capacity would have adverse repercussions on access to protection and 

assistance.  

 Foreign military intervention, especially involving ground operations, will almost 

unequivocally be viewed from a sectarian standpoint and further aggravate 

prevailing humanitarian concerns and the lack of access to those in need. 

 Widespread use of indiscriminate weapons: The Iraqi Government may recently 

have used barrel bombs in Falluja, as it reportedly did earlier this year in response 

to IS’s advance in Anbar governorate. Barrel bombs cause indiscriminate 

destruction and civilian deaths, as was prominently the case in Syria. IS fighters 

have also reportedly resorted to the indiscriminate tactic of booby-trapping 

buildings (with IEDs) (ISW 21/07/14 OpenBriefing 15/07/14). 

 The commandeering and use of hydroelectric dams as weapons: IS’s 

deliberate flooding of areas upstream – and drying out of areas downstream – of 

the Falluja dam earlier this year is illustrative of the destructive potential of dams. 

Families  are displaced, crops and property ruined, electricity disrupted or scarce, 

and in areas deprived of water, irrigation for agriculture may be sacrificed for 

essential drinking water, or there may not be enough for that (Reuters 11/04/14). 

 High temperatures: The upcoming summer months will compound existing WASH 

problems. Inadequate hygiene practices, waste disposal, and water treatment are 

expected to attend a rise in morbidity patterns such as acute watery diarrhoea and 

other communicable diseases. This will be all the more pronounced in places such 

as Mosul, where expensive water trucking is currently necessary after IS severed 

the water supply in their bid to take the city (Washington Post 19/07/14) WHO 13/06/14). 

 

  

http://uk.reuters.com/article/2014/07/20/uk-iraq-security-idUKKBN0FO0B420140720
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/07/iraq-christians-told-convert-face-death-2014718111040982432.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2014/06/16/under-an-isis-flag-the-sons-of-mosul-are-rallying.html?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_term=%2ASituation%20Report&utm_campaign=JUNE%2017%202016
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/06/13/world/middleeast/iraq.html?partner=rss&emc=rss&smid=tw-nytimesworld&_r=0
http://rt.com/news/166092-iraq-militants-mass-executions/
http://rt.com/news/166092-iraq-militants-mass-executions/
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/publication-type/crisiswatch/crisiswatch-database.aspx?CountryIDs=%7b18CB966A-0073-4264-B3F5-ED0472ED975C%7d#results
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/publication-type/crisiswatch/crisiswatch-database.aspx?CountryIDs=%7b18CB966A-0073-4264-B3F5-ED0472ED975C%7d#results
http://iswiraq.blogspot.co.il/2014/07/iraq-situation-report-july-21-2014.html
http://www.openbriefing.org/regionaldesks/middleeast/intelligence-brief-the-use-of-barrel-bombs-by-the-syrian-government/
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/04/11/us-iraq-security-idUSBREA3A0Q020140411
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/in-northern-iraq-gains-by-islamic-state-threaten-centuries-old-christian-town/2014/07/19/7088f3b6-0f53-11e4-8c9a-923ecc0c7d23_story.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/who-information-notes-mornings-palais-briefing-13-june-2014
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ANNEX A - Stakeholders 
 

The Islamic State (IS): an outgrowth of Al Qaeda in Iraq (AQI) originally under Abu 

Musab al Zarqawi, IS is currently led by Iraqi-born Ibrahim Awwad al Badri al Samarrai, 

better known as Abubakr al Baghdadi. In April 2013, IS fell out with Al Qaeda’s official 

group in Syria, Al Nusra Front, and with Al Qaeda’s leader Ayman al Zawahiri over al 

Baghdadi’s refusal to focus exclusively on Iraq. In February 2014, Al Qaeda officially 

disavowed IS, which had adopted a brand of extremism that surpassed even them. IS 

in Iraq numbered at least 3,000 in June 2014, and has likely grown several-fold since, 

reinforced as well by foreign fighters previously deployed in Syria. In the course of its 

military advance, IS has requisitioned military equipment and vehicles, recruited freed 

prisoners, and looted over USD 400 million from Mosul’s Central Bank, making the 

group even more financially independent. Its other sources of revenue include 

protection rackets, abductions and the sales of crude oil, through its control of oil fields 

in eastern Syria. At the start of Ramadan, the group declared the establishment of a 

caliphate known simply as the ‘Islamic State’. Al Baghdadi was proclaimed caliph of 

the Muslim world (Reuters 22/07/14 Reuters 01/07/14, IHS Jane’s-Insurgency & Terrorism 18/06/ 14; 

WSJ 15/06/14 IBTimes 11/06/14; BBC 16/06/14; Stratfor 21/06/14 ISW 12/07/14). 
 

Other Sunni groups: Jaysh al Mojahedeen, Ansar al Sunnah, Jaysh al Rashidin, 

the Islamic Army, and Jaysh Rijjal al Tariqah al Naqshbandiyya (JRTN), among 

others, have all facilitated IS’s advance. JRTN is composed of surviving secular 

Baathists, and members of the Mukhabarat and the Special Republican Guard, led by 

Saddam Hussein’s former deputy Izzat Ibrahim al Douri. In addition, a number of Sunni 

tribal leaders have allied themselves to IS, often reluctantly, as happened in Falluja. 

IS’s successes may be explained by its extensive insurgency experience, but also by 

its tactical alliances with these Sunni groups. Moreover, their collective advance 

appears to have been facilitated, or at the very least unimpeded, by Sunni civilians 

disgruntled with the Government. As of late July, IS alliances with these groups still 

appears in place, despite sporadic reports of clashes, particularly with the JRTN and 

the Islamic Army. The exception may be Jaysh al Mojahedeen, which has reportedly 

criticised IS and rejected the authority of its caliph (WSJ 12/06/14 Brookings 14/06/14 

Independent 13/06/14 ISW 11/06/14 Foreign Affairs 18/06/14 Reuters 22/06/14 Reuters 22/07/14 ISW 

15/07/14 ISW 14/07/14). 

 

Kurdish Peshmerga: Effectively the sovereign armed forces of the Kurdish Regional 

Government, the Peshmerga have filled parts of the vacuum left by ISF, most 

prominently in the oil city of Kirkuk and on Mosul’s Kurdish eastern bank. With ISF’s 

growing defections and spiraling morale, the Peshmerga is highly likely to take a more 

crucial operational role and expand its presence within the disputed zone. Justification 

might also come from IS attacks against the Peshmerga, especially in Kirkuk, Diyala 

and Sulaymaniyah governorates (ISW 23 June 14 NYTimes 12/06/14). 

Iraqi Security Forces (ISF): The ISF has been nicknamed ‘Maliki’s militia’ owing to its 

increasingly Shi’ite character. Yet, it is also reportedly blighted by serious structural 

problems, incompetence, corruption, poor training and poor leadership. 10,000 ISF 

members were deployed in and around Mosul, before fleeing the IS offensive. Of 14 

divisions, four were reportedly incapacitated. The Prime Minister has announced the 

formation of reserves to fight IS, in line with Iraqi Grand Ayatollah Ali al Sistani’s general 

appeal for Iraqis (though mainly Shia) to defend the country. (Brookings 14/06/14; Stratfor 

11/06/14;  HRW 12/06/14; Independent 13/06/14 Almada 11/06/14; WashingtonPost 21/06/14 FT 10/07/14). 

 

The Mahdi Army, Asa’eb Ahl al Haqq, Kata’eb Hezbollah, and other Shi’ite non-

governmental militia: Formed by the Shi’ite cleric Moqtada al Sadr in 2003 in 

response to the US presence and later, that of Sunni AQI, the Mahdi Army (recently 

renamed Sadrist Peace Brigades) claims a membership of 500,000. Following the 

departure of international forces, it was coopted into the political process at the behest 

of Ayatollah Sistani, but never disbanded, and even now is not under official 

governmental control, although the militia’s commanders claim they answer to 

Baghdad. As IS continues to exert pressure along the Shi’ite-Sunni faultline, and even 

within Shi’ite-majority territory, greater numbers of Shi’ite fighters are expected to be 

mobilised (DeutscheWelle 22/06/14 Guardian 22/06/14). 

 

Anti-establishment Shi’ite cleric Mahmoud al Hassani (al Sarkhi) and his 

followers: Something of a thorn within Iraq’s Shi’ite body politic, Grand Ayatollah al 

Sarkhi has long positioned himself as the paramount source of emulation for Shi’ites 

(the Marja’a al Taqlid), in opposition to the widely accepted authority of Grand Ayatollah 

Sistani. Al Sarkhi’s followers have clashed with other mainstream Iraqi Shi’ite 

adherents, particularly those backed by Iran, as well as those of Sistani; al Sarkhi 

challenged Sistan’s June call-to-arms against IS. More importantly, al Sarkhi’s 

followers have been involved in violent clashes against the ISF. ISF destroyed al 

Sarkhi’s home in Kerbala during a manhunt in early July. In 2004, al Sarkhi split from 

Moqtada al Sadr, whose father had been his mentor. A fringe phenomenon regarded 

largely as a nuisance by the Shi’ite mainstream, al Sarkhi’s faction could nonetheless 

divert critical military resources from the main threat posed by IS (Asharq al Awsat 04/07/14 

Washington Post 02/07/14 RFERL 24/08/06). 

 

International and Neighbouring Countries’ Relationship to the Conflict  
 

Syria: The Syrian conflict continues to destabilise regional neighbours. IS’s control of 

the Jazeera plains spanning both countries enables it to strengthen its logistical chain, 

mobilise fighters to different fronts, and improve its interior lines and offensive 

approaches. The battlespace linkages are evident in that a diversion of fighters to Iraq 

will dilute IS’s position in Syria and potentially strengthen the Assad Government, just 

as a shift of anti-IS Shi’ite fighters from Iraq to Syria may weaken Maliki’s forces. In 
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addition, Syrian jets have reportedly bombed IS locations even on the Iraqi side of the 

border, especially at Al Qaim border crossing. The Assad and Maliki governments face 

the same threat in IS, but because both official armed forces are either heavily 

overstretched or ineffectual, they increasingly depend on a finite pool of non-state 

Shi’ite fighters, if not foreign intervention (Stratfor 11/06/14; Stratfor 21/06/14). 

 

Iran: IS’s advance in Iraq poses a core threat to Iran’s security posture. Iran has 

positioned troops along the border and is bolstering its support for Iraq’s Shi’ites and 

Maliki’s Government. The chief of the Iranian Revolutionary Guards’ (IRGC) foreign 

wing, the Quds Force, has been in and out of Baghdad to ‘manage the crisis’, and IRGC 

operatives have been dispatched to Iraq. Should IS continue gaining ground and 

pushing towards the Shi’ite heartland and its holy places, or even the Iranian border, 

Iran is expected to shift towards a more confrontational stance. Alternatively, given the 

increasing liability associated with the current Iraqi government’s sectarian character, 

Tehran might push for a national unity government in Baghdad, which could mean 

Maliki stepping down (WSJ 12/06/14; WSJ 12/06/14; Independent 13/06/14; WSJ 12/06/14; CNN 

14/06/14). 

 

Turkey: IS’s advance ostensibly weakens Baghdad’s posturing over the KRG’s recent, 

defiant, international oil exports via Turkey. But were IS to redirect its advance to the 

Kurdish north, massive Turkish investments across multiple sectors could be 

jeopardised. On the ground, Turkish nationals have been directly caught up in the 

conflict, with some 80 individuals held to ransom, including 49 consulate staff (among 

them the Turkish consul, Ozturk Yilmaz). IS has turned the former Turkish consulate in 

Mosul into its current headquarters, without yet raising its own flag. The Turkish military 

maintains a string of outposts on the northern fringes of Dohuk governorate, originally 

intended to monitor PKK (Kurdistan Workers Party) activities. However, Ankara has yet 

to respond firmly to IS operations on either side of the Syrian–Turkish border. Instead 

of retaliation, it may for the moment have to desist from any action that might provoke 

IS  (Hurriyet 11/06/14; Stratfor 11/06/14 Al Monitor 17/07/14). 

 

The United States: The US has invested over USD 1 trillion and thousands of lives in 

order to stabilise Iraq over the past decade, and therefore has an important stake in 

containing IS. But how it will do this remains an open question. Washington is refraining 

from sending ground troops back into Iraq, but has decided to dispatch several hundred 

Special Forces advisors and trainers to the Maliki Government, and for the close 

protection of its existing assets. Potential cooperation with Tehran, with which it is 

currently engaged in nuclear negotiations together with the other members of the P5+1, 

faces formidable obstacles given the historical animosity and Iran’s opposition to any 

US involvement in Iraq (NYTimes 16/06/14; IRNA 22/06/14, Reuters 14/07/01, Stratfor 06/14). 

 

Jordan: Still grappling with the destabilising influence of the Arab uprisings on an 

increasingly fragile social compact, Jordan now has to contend with Islamic militants 

along the length of its northern and northeastern borders. All of Jordan’s 180km of 

border with Iraq abuts Anbar governorate, where IS controls much territory. Jordan 

firmly opposes IS, has an important stake in hamstringing homegrown jihadism, and 

has suffered at least three suicide bombings in its capital, carried out by IS’s 

predecessor ISI (Islamic State in Iraq). Insurgents, including jihadists, have used 

Jordanian territory as a launchpad for attacks against the Syrian Government, hence 

the risks of a jihadist ‘backwash’ cannot be discounted. The country’s relations with 

Israel – both signed a peace treaty in 1994 – have also been the object of denunciations 
(Stratfor 17/06/14). 

 

Saudi Arabia: Saudi nationals, among other Gulf states, are thought to be among IS’s 

financial patrons, at least in the past, and have been accused of financing Sunni 

fundamentalist groups in their fight against Bashar Assad’s Government and his allies. 

Some 150 Saudi intelligence officers reportedly entered IS-controlled Mosul through 

Syria’s Al Hasakeh governorate days after Mosul’s takeover. Whatever the truth, 

Riyadh has key interests in ensuring that Iraq’s Sunnis contain, or at least balance, 

their Shia counterparts. Conversely, IS’s spectacular military successes and its growing 

proximity to southern Iraq’s Nukhayb desert – and, by extension, to Saudi Arabia’s 

borders – may cause unease for some in the Kingdom. Despite the putative links and 

boundaries of IS’s declared caliphate, many in the wider jihadist community have 

voiced opposition to the Saudi Government’s custodianship of the Two Holy Shrines, 

Mecca and Medina (Aljazeera 17/06/14; WSJ 22/06/14; BasNews 19/06/14). 

 

Russia: Although a low-key issue in the midst of Russia’s own conflict with Ukraine, 

Iraq represents a continuation of Russia’s stakes in Syria, where it has been supporting 

the Government against the opposition (in particular against the jihadists). Oil price 

fluctuations may benefit Russian oil exports, but instability also threatens Russia’s own 

direct stakes in the development of at least one massive Iraqi oilfield. Russian 

assistance for now is limited to military equipment, armaments and aircraft, particularly 

second hand SU-25s, which Iraq has deployed (given the difficulties in acquiring US-

made F-16s) in bombardment sorties. It is unclear if Russian military assistance will 

prove decisive in the Government’s war against IS. Moscow, like the US, is highly 

unlikely to get involved directly and militarily, only perhaps in order to prevent another 

Islamic insurgency in its North Caucasus republics (Al Monitor 29/06/14 BBC 26/06/14 Reuters 

Africa 26/06/14). 
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