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Briefing Note – 21 August 2014 
 

Humanitarian Implications of Violence  

in Northern and Central Iraq         

 

 
Need for international 

assistance 

Not required Low Moderate Significant Urgent 

    X 

 Insignificant Minor Moderate Significant Major 

Expected impact    X  

        
 

Key Findings 
 

Anticipated 

scope and 

scale  
 

 More than one million people have been displaced across Iraq 

in 2014, at least 200,000 of them in the last five weeks, due to 

intense fighting and the violent persecution of ethnic and 

religious minorities by Islamic State (IS) extremists. 

 In the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KR-I), Dohuk and Erbil host 

some 110,000 displaced by the latest crisis, at least 65,000 

displaced in the last two weeks. Those in informal shelters 

such as schools, mosques, and abandoned buildings are 

particularly vulnerable (see map). 

 There is severe, ongoing displacement across the country, 

particularly in Anbar, Diyala and Ninewa governorates. 

 Water access has deteriorated significantly country-wide in 

the past two weeks, and people, particularly the displaced, 

face critical shortages of food, medicine and medical care. 
 

Priorities for 

humanitarian 

intervention 

 Ensure assistance reaches civilians trapped by conflict; most 

are in areas with limited humanitarian access (see map). 

 Protect those fleeing conflict, particularly minorities who face 

indiscriminate killing, mass kidnappings, rape, trafficking, and 

other serious human rights abuses at the hands of IS. 

 Improve tracking of IDP movements and needs; rapidly 

mobilise to ensure shelter solutions are available for IDPs in 

KR-I and Anbar. 

 Address water shortages and lack of healthcare access Iraq-

wide. 

 

Operational 

constraints  

 

 Despite a USD 500 million grant from Saudi Arabia that has 

massively increased humanitarian funding, security concerns 

due to advances by Islamist militants, military operations, and 

logistical challenges have prevented much of the funding from 

reaching those most in need. Humanitarian operations are 

severely limited outside KR-I, and civilians in Anbar, Ninewa, 

Salah al Din and Diyala are particularly hard to reach. 

 Waves of successive displacement have created challenges 

for humanitarian organisations in finding IDPs, assessing their 

needs and providing assistance, even in accessible areas.  

 The scale of the crisis is likely to increase. 

 

Civilians Displaced or Trapped by Conflict 2014 
 

 

 

http://www.acaps.org/
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Conflict Drivers 
 

 IS’s lightning advance through large swathes of northern and central Iraq in June 

culminated in its declaration of a transnational Sunni Islamic Caliphate across parts 

of Syria and Iraq. (See Map, in blue) Within Iraq, IS continues to contest key terrain 

in areas currently controlled by both the central government and the Kurdish 

Regional Government (KRG). 

 Iraq’s central Government is in the midst of a counteroffensive with the aim of 

containing the threat posed by IS and restoring Iraq’s territorial integrity. In parallel, 

the KRG has militarily engaged IS combatants while seeking to secure roughly 

1,000km of internal border with IS-controlled areas. 

 The mobilisation of Shi’ites across Baghdad and the country’s southeast, as well 

as interconfessional killings, exacerbate the risks of a return to sectarian conflict. 

Some 20,000 Iraqi Shi’ite militia have reportedly been mobilised and deployed – 

many officially under the control of the Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) – in an arc 

stretching from Samarra through Baghdad and southwards (Reuters 03/08/14 ICG 

01/07/14, Washington Post 11/06/14, ISW 11/06/14). 

 Iraqi Prime Minister Maliki’s perceived alienation of Sunni Arabs and Sunni 

Kurds is argued to have fuelled the current crisis. Many Sunni tribes, including the 

Dulaim, Iraq’s largest, oppose Prime Minister Maliki, with little prospect of 

conciliation. (ICG 14/06/13, Brookings 14/06/14, Foreign Affairs 18/06/14 EIU 04/08/14). 

 Although Prime Minister Maliki recently relinquished his bid for a third term, the risk 

of intra-Shi’ite hostilities, occasioned as Shi’ite militias and religious leaders have 

joined the opposition to his rule, remains a vulnerability that IS might exploit. 

 The ongoing civil war in Syria, with which Iraq shares a porous border, continues 

to destabilise the region and Iraq by attracting a surge in weapons, funding, and 

jihadist extremism (LWJ 03/08/14). 

 The US Government has approved airstrikes on IS positions within shelling distance 

of the KR-I capital of Erbil, around Mount Sinjar, and in the vicinity of the Mosul 

dam, in order to defend the significant US presence in the KR-I, break the siege 

around the Yazidis stranded on Mount Sinjar, and forestall the economic and 

humanitarian consequences of IS control over the dam (see box). The UK 

Government has deployed fixed-wing assets to airdrop humanitarian assistance 

onto Mount Sinjar (NYTimes 08/08/14 BBC 12/08/14 UK Gov 14/08/14). 

 

For more information on stakeholders, see this series’ report dated 24 July 2014. 

 

Conflict and Political Developments 
 

Conflict Snapshot as of 19 August 2014 

 

 On 16-17 August, the Peshmerga, supported by US air strikes and Iraqi Armed 

Forces, surrounded and then re-took the Mosul dam, which was captured by IS 

on 7 August. News reports suggest ISIS forces remain in the area and continue to 

contest the takeover. 

 

 

 

The Mosul Dam, located about 45km northwest of Mosul, supplies much of the country’s 

north, and even areas as far south as Baghdad, with water and electricity, and under IS 

control it represented a critical risk, as deliberate or accidental damage could lead to 

flooding as far south as Baghdad, and have long-term consequences for agriculture, 

power and food security (ISW 18/08/2014, ISW 17/08/2014, AJE 18/08/2014, AJE 17/08/2014, 

CNN 18/08/2014, NYT 07/08/14, Independent 19/08/2014). 

http://in.mobile.reuters.com/article/idINKBN0G30K020140803?irpc=932
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/crisiswatch-n-131-1-july-2014
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/crisiswatch-n-131-1-july-2014
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2014/06/11/how-isis-leader-abu-bakr-al-baghdadi-became-the-worlds-most-powerful-jihadi-leader/
http://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/islamic-state-iraq-and-al-sham-captures-mosul-and-advances-toward-baghdad
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/iraq-iran-gulf/iraq/144-make-or-break-iraq-s-sunnis-and-the-state.aspx
http://www.brookings.edu/blogs/up-front/posts/2014/06/14-iraq-military-situation-pollack?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_term=%2ASituation%20Report&utm_campaign=JUNE%2016%202014
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/141579/omar-al-nidawi/how-maliki-lost-iraq
http://country.eiu.com/article.aspx?articleid=832117467&Country=Iraq&topic=Politics
http://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2014/08/islamic_state_takes.php
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/09/world/middleeast/iraq.html?emc=edit_na_20140808&nlid=65669776&_r=1
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-28751958
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/british-aid-for-yazidi-refugees-fleeing-mount-sinjar
http://acaps.org/resourcescats/downloader/briefing_note_humanitarian_implications_of_violence_in_northern_and_central_iraq_24_jul_2014/258
http://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/2014-08-%2018%20Control%20Zone%20Map.pdf
http://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/2014-08-17%20Situation%20Report.pdf
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/08/iraq-mosul-dam-islamic-state-2014818841766490.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/08/iraqi-kurds-battle-islamic-state-fighters-20148177020281481.html
http://edition.cnn.com/2014/08/18/world/meast/iraq-mosul-dam/
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/08/world/middleeast/isis-forces-in-iraq.html?contentCollection=world&action=click&module=NextInCollection&region=Footer&pgtype=article
file:///C:/Users/editor/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/BJYRHLTD/Conflict%20and%20Political%20Developments
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Growing Foreign Intervention 

 As the political and humanitarian consequences of IS’s advance grow, the US and 

several EU member states (France, the Czech Republic, Germany, the UK and the 

Netherlands) are dispatching or considering dispatching direct military assistance 

to the KRG to counter the advance. Governments insist these are limited missions, 

but their scope has already expanded (BBC 18/08/2014, Reuters 15/08/14 WSJ 15/08/14 

Reuters via DailyStar 13/08/04, TIME 18/08/2014, Telegraph 19/08/2014). 

 In parallel with western intervention, the Iranian Government, through an elite 

overseas unit of the Revolutionary Guard, as well as the Lebanese Hezbollah and 

affiliated Iraqi militia reportedly continue to defend their interests in Baghdad and 

Shi’ite-majority areas (Digarban 08/07/14 Basij Press 07/14 Reuters 03/08/14 Reuters 30/07/14 

CSM 16/07/14 ISW 01/08/14). 

 

IS vs Peshmerga and Kurdish-held Areas 

The US airstrikes, as well as those of the Iraqi airforce, have allowed Peshmerga forces 

to retake Makhmour and Gwer, southwest of Erbil, which had temporarily fallen under 

IS control, as well as Mosul dam. Still, IS continues to contest many areas along the 

KR-I internal border, as well as northwestern areas of Iraq bordering Syria, with a view 

to securing free movement between both countries (ISW 07/08/14). 

 

IS vs Iraqi Government/ISF and Shi’ite militia 

 Targeted attacks, including suicide attacks, continue to undermine the sense of 

security in Baghdad and especially Shi’ite neighbourhoods such as Kadhimiyya and 

Sadr City. (ISW 06/08/14). 

 The main thrust of IS’s southward kinetic offensive has stalled just north of 

Baghdad, in and around the Shi’ite holy city of Samarra, which continues to witness 

fierce fighting between IS and ISF with Shi’ite militias (LWJ 03/08/14 ISW 01/08/14 ISW 

14/08/14 ISW 15/08/14). 

 The critical oil refinery in Baiji, Salah al Din governorate, remains heavily contested, 

and parts of it have been damaged in the fighting. The refinery supplies oil to 11 

Iraqi provinces, including Baghdad (ISW 14/08/14). 

 Another heavily contested area of strategic significance is Haditha in Anbar 

governorate, where a dam controls sections of the Euphrates and ISF has allied 

with local tribes such as the Jighaifa in efforts to repel IS (ISW  05/08/14 Aljazeera 13/07/14 

ISW 01/08/14 ISW 25/07/14 EIU 04/08/14). 

 Jalawla (Diyala governorate), currently under IS control after Peshmerga forces 

withdrew, continues to witness fierce fighting. IS control of Jalawla opens an 

easternmost axis of approach towards the capital, and its proximity to the Iranian 

border suggests a greater probability of Iranian military presence in the area 
(DailyStar 11/08/14). 

 

Political Developments: A Step Closer to a Unity Government 

On 14 August, Iraqi Prime Minister Maliki formally announced that he would stand down 

in favour of Prime Minister-designate Haidar al Abadi, a Western-oriented leader who 

may be less tied to Iran, more open to reconciliation with Sunnis, and more engaged 

with Iraq’s political and economic development. This paves the way for the formation 

of a unity government, as well as US assistance. The Government must be formed by 

10 September, and requires an absolute parliamentary majority – 165 votes (Washington 

Institute 15/08/2014, Almada 14/08/14 Washington Post 14/08/14). 
 

 

Crisis Impact 
 

Displacement and Shelter 

 Figures on the number of internally displaced by the most recent violence vary, but 

data from IOM and OCHA suggest as many as 300,000 IDPs have fled to KR-I in 

2014, and roughly one million have been displaced in Iraq as a whole in the 

same period. In KR-I, IOM found 67,000 IDPs had arrived between 17 July and 7 

August alone; more may have arrived and not been located. The largest movement 

has been towards Dohuk, which has received 60,00–-95,000 people fleeing 

violence in Ninewa. There were also large displacements within Anbar and Diyala, 

where insecurity is ongoing, and into Kirkuk from Salah al Din (IOM 07/08/2014, OCHA 

13/08/2014, UNHCR 12/08/2014, IRIN 15/08/2014, OCHA 16/07/2014). 

 Many of the recently displaced have fled Qaraqosh, Ninewa, the largest 

Christian town in Iraq, in the face of an IS advance after Peshmerga retreated 

from the area. Many fled to Ainkawa, the Christian suburb of Erbil, where authorities 

say up to 20,000 are staying in churches, abandoned buildings and other public 

spaces (OCHA 16/08/2014, CNN 07/08/2014, MEE 08/08/2014, Guardian 07/08/2014, BBC 

14/08/2014, LWJ 07/08/2014, REACH 07/08/2014). 

 On 8 August, 5,000 IDPs who were in Khazair camp, next to one of the main border 

crossings between Iraq and KR-I, and more than 1,000 from Garwama camp in 

Dohuk, fled their tents after Peshmerga said they could not guarantee their 

protection from the advancing militants (IRIN 15/08/2014, OCHA 16/08/2014).  

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-28835597
http://www.trust.org/item/20140815111029-zyh87?utm_source=MailingList&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Expresso+-+Aug+15+2014
http://online.wsj.com/articles/eu-seeks-stronger-response-on-iraq-1408109702
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2014/Aug-13/267062-czechs-looking-at-ways-to-supply-arms-to-iraqi-kurds.ashx?utm_source=Magnet&utm_medium=Recommended%20Articles%20widget&utm_campaign=Magnet%20tools#axzz3AZUPvb4s
http://time.com/3137009/obamas-iraq-isis-mission-creep/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/defence/11042979/Former-Navy-chief-warns-of-mission-creep-in-Iraq.html
http://www.digarban.com/node/18836
http://basijpress.ir/fa/news-details/33769/%D8%AA%D8%B4%DB%8C%DB%8C%D8%B9-%D9%BE%DB%8C%DA%A9%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D9%87%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%B9-%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%85-%DA%A9%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%B4%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%AE%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-/
http://in.mobile.reuters.com/article/idINKBN0G30K020140803?irpc=932
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/07/30/us-lebanon-iraq-hezbollah-idUSKBN0FZ2BI20140730
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Middle-East/2014/0716/Why-Hezbollah-is-playing-a-smaller-role-in-this-Iraqi-conflict
http://iswiraq.blogspot.co.il/2014/08/echoes-of-syria-hezbollah-reemerges-in.html
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-SMj4xqaZD3s/U-TqIrHL1YI/AAAAAAAABoQ/bjCrH2bV3II/s1600/2014-08-07+Situation+Report_EDITED_HIGH.png
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-IQEuRGSz3jI/U-KewUOot0I/AAAAAAAABmU/LjB9F-pL7So/s1600/2014-08-06+Situation+Report+High+Res-01-01.png
http://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2014/08/islamic_state_takes.php
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-uPlFoGb4Neo/U9wJPe3YrUI/AAAAAAAABjc/xYdZpUeoEhs/s1600/2014-08-01+Situation+Report++High+res-01.png
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-MUr-BFvjjCA/U-05Z9rAyxI/AAAAAAAABsw/OaxMKWFeox8/s1600/2014-08-14%2BSituation%2BReport.png%2BHigh-01.png
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-MUr-BFvjjCA/U-05Z9rAyxI/AAAAAAAABsw/OaxMKWFeox8/s1600/2014-08-14%2BSituation%2BReport.png%2BHigh-01.png
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-PKB3yL6y2yw/U-54OgJGLgI/AAAAAAAABtI/lP5Rcb63A-k/s1600/2014-08-15%2BSituation%2BReport%2BHIGH-01.png
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-MUr-BFvjjCA/U-05Z9rAyxI/AAAAAAAABsw/OaxMKWFeox8/s1600/2014-08-14%2BSituation%2BReport.png%2BHigh-01.png
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-Eu3T5wsF8uA/U-FehKmTgEI/AAAAAAAABl4/VtvHec3zr-k/s1600/2014-08-05+Situation+Report+High-01.png
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/07/iraq-sunnis-pick-parliament-speaker-2014712233330576630.html
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-uPlFoGb4Neo/U9wJPe3YrUI/AAAAAAAABjc/xYdZpUeoEhs/s1600/2014-08-01+Situation+Report++High+res-01.png
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-SZCjUmGpea8/U9LJDtCFh3I/AAAAAAAABeI/bS-cBSKKh9A/s1600/2014-07-25+Situation+Report-01.png
http://country.eiu.com/article.aspx?articleid=832117467&Country=Iraq&topic=Politics
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2014/Aug-11/266784-isis-drives-kurds-out-of-jalawla-in-iraq.ashx#axzz3AZUPvb4s
http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/view/helping-iraqs-next-prime-minister-seize-the-moment
http://almadapress.com/ar/news/35314/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B2%D9%84-%D8%B9%D9%86-%D9%85%D9%86%D8%B5%D8%A8-%D8%B1%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A1
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/maliki-agrees-to-step-aside-easing-iraqs-political-crisis/2014/08/14/4535fd40-23ed-11e4-86ca-6f03cbd15c1a_story.html
http://iomiraq.net/dtm-page
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/irq_need_response_gap_13Aug2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/irq_need_response_gap_13Aug2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/massive-influx-people-dohuk-iraq-s-displacement-crisis-deepens
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/iraq-aid-response-inadequate-despite-funding-boost
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IRQ_snapshot_en_140716.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Situation%20Report%20no7.pdf
http://edition.cnn.com/2014/08/07/world/meast/iraq-isis-christian-city/
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/qaraqosh-christians-tell-terror-iraq-223786948
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/aug/07/isis-offensive-iraq-christian-exodus
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28761383
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28761383
http://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2014/08/iraqs_largest_christ.php
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/pdfpreview/dbce816e9b212886ed881241d2c821fd.jpg
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/iraq-aid-response-inadequate-despite-funding-boost
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Situation%20Report%20no7.pdf
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Changes in Displacement 16 July–7 August 

 

 

 

 

2014 IDPs in Affected Regions in July and August: Comparison IOM/OCHA Data 

 

 

 

 

 

 Dohuk authorities report a large number of IDPs residing in the towns of 

Zakho, Khanke, Sharya and Bajet Kandala, near the Peshkapour border 

crossing. Many Yazidis fleeing Sinjar crossed into KR-I through this border after 

escaping via Syria with the help of Syrian Kurdish YPG militias. Authorities cite 

severe problems, including strained government budgets and overcrowded public 

services. Huge numbers of IDPs reside in overcrowded, informal shelters in Dohuk, 

particularly Zakho and Sumel districts. It is worth noting that KR-I officials’ estimates 

of the numbers of displaced are very often much higher than those assessed by 

humanitarian actors, particularly in Dohuk, where local officals say more than 

400,000 IDPs are residing (not shown on maps) (OCHA 16/08/2014, ICRC 16/08/2014, AFP 

17/08/2014, PI 20/08/2014).  

 The latest wave of displacement appears concentrated in the north, but elsewhere  

6,000 Shia Turkmen fled the Sinjar and Tel Afar districts of Mosul to settle in Najaf 

and Karbala, citing the desire to practise their religion freely (IOM 07/08/2014, OCHA 

16/08/2014).  

 Despite the Peshmerga pushback, uncertainty remains about IDP returns. The 

town of Makhmur, occupied by IS on 6 August, was re-taken by Peshmerga, but 

some reports suggest many residents have not returned, although media reports of 

the situation are highly conflicting. Services have reportedly been destroyed and 

community tensions between Kurds and Arabs who may have cooperated with IS 

are high (NYT 15/08/2014, Guardian 18/08/2014). 

 Humanitarian actors on the ground report difficulty locating IDPs, as repeated 

displacement and secondary movement remains common. The poorest 

displaced families who have relocated to the Kurdish region are expected to move 

to areas where living costs are lower (OCHA 01/08/14, PI 30/07/14, NGO Coordination 

Committee for Iraq 23/07/14). 

 An IOM assessment of 7 August indicated that more than 36,000 IDP families (more 

than 20% of those assessed) were living in schools, mosques, and other informal 

shelters, substantially increasing their vulnerability. IOM identifies the greatest 

number of these in Anbar, where nearly all families reported shelter as their top 

priority, however recent reports suggest many of the latest IDPs in KR-I are also in 

insecure shelters (IOM 07/08/2014). 

 Authorities in Baghdad have requested support for 5,000 affected IDPs 

hosted in informal settlements, who may be moved to formal settlements (OCHA 

16/08/2014). 

 

Protection 

 Protection concerns are still widespread, both because of the ongoing armed 

conflict and the extreme tactics reportedly adopted by IS. On 15 August the UN 

http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/northern-iraq-civilians-fleeing-fighting-need-assistance
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/northern-iraq-civilians-fleeing-fighting-need-assistance
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/displaced-iraq-yazidis-left-hungry-and-desperate
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/displaced-iraq-yazidis-left-hungry-and-desperate
http://iomiraq.net/dtm-page
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Situation%20Report%20no7.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Situation%20Report%20no7.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/16/world/middleeast/in-an-Iraqi-town-hollowed-out-by-jihadists-there-is-no-going-back-to-how-it-was.html?partner=rss&emc=rss&_r=0
http://www.theguardian.com/world/video/2014/aug/18/iraq-residents-return-to-kurdish-town-of-makhmur-video
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Situation%20Report%20no5.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/overcoming-challenges-inclusive-humanitarian-response-iraq
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/overcoming-challenges-inclusive-humanitarian-response-iraq
http://iomiraq.net/dtm-page
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Situation%20Report%20no7.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Situation%20Report%20no7.pdf
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Security Council condemned “gross, widespread abuse of human rights by 

extremists,” including indiscriminate killing, targeting of civilians, mass executions, 

persecution of minorities, kidnapping of civilians, killing and maiming of children, 

recruitment of child soldiers, and rape (UNSC 15/08/2014). 

 Persecution of minority groups is a huge and ongoing concern. On 16 August, a 

senior Iraqi official reported a “massacre” of 80 Yazidis in Kocho, near Sinjar. Media 

reports said IS fighters had surrounded the village for a week and demanded its 

inhabitants “convert or die.” It is unclear what happened to the women and girls, but 

survivors and Iraqi officials say they were kidnapped (AFP 16/08/2014, NYT 16/08/2014). 

 There are numerous reports of kidnapping, mass rape and trafficking, though 

most have not been independently verified. A female Yazidi parliamentarian says 

IS fighters have kidnapped and raped Yazidi girls and are using them as “slaves”. 

The Iraqi Red Crescent reported the kidnapping of girls in Tal Afar. On 12 August, 

a group of UN human rights experts said that while the reports are unverified, they 

“strongly suggest” such abuses are ongoing, and other UN officials confirmed this 

account, saying as many as 1,500 women and girls may have been trafficked into 

sexual slavery (UN 12/08/2014, NYT 16/08/2014, Guardian 15/08/2014, IraqiNews 05/008/2014, UN 

13/08/2014). 

 A child protection assessment suggests that 70% of recent IDPs Ainkawa are 

children. The biggest child protection concern among IDPs was a lack of 

resources, followed by child labour and violence between children. There was little 

family separation. However, there were concerns about forced conversion, forced 

marriage, and recruitment by armed groups. The report cited a lack of child-

appropriate spaces and psycho-social activities (ACTED 08/2014). 

 Fears about the killing of children, kidnapping, and mass rape may exacerbate the 

crisis and create a secondary protection concern by encouraging pre-emptive 

displacement (BBC 09/08/2014).  

 Long journeys may also exacerbate protection concerns. IDPs in Ainkawa reported 

two families kidnapped while traveling (REACH 07/08/2014). 

 

Trapped Communities 

 On 8 August a US military mission arrived on Mount Sinjar, where tens of thousands 

of Yazidis were said to be trapped and facing starvation after fleeing an IS takeover 

of the surrounding areas. US forces were scouting the area ahead of a potential 

evacuation mission, however they reported that most IDPs on Sinjar had already 

left, and the few remaining were in much less serious need than anticipated, 

with ample food and water supplies. Officials credited recent exits of many families 

to Syria, US/ISF airstrikes that put pressure on IS, airdrops of food and water, and 

the efforts of the Peshmerga to ensure evacuation. Some Yazidi leaders disputed 

this account, and UN officials said thousands may still be trapped (AFP 14/08/2014, 

NYT 14/08/2014, NYT 14/08/2014). 

 Although the situation for IDPs on Sinjar appears to have significantly improved, an 

unknown number of civilians remain trapped in contested areas with limited access 

to services, particularly in the central region between Baghdad, Ramallah, and 

Kerbala. 

 Amerli subdistrict in Salah al Din has been completely inaccessible since the 

end of July. The area has faced weeks of repeated incursions by IS, as well as 

airstrikes by ISF targeting IS. Reports suggest 15,000–20,000 people may be 

trapped there, primarily Shi’ite Turkmen. Attempts to broker truces have failed, and 

in early August IS is said to have killed 30 people trying to leave the area. The 

humanitarian situation in Amerli is deteriorating quickly: sources inside have 

reported severe food shortages, and a lack of gas for cooking. IS is said to have 

cut power to the town on 22 July, and the water aqueduct from the IS-held town of 

Suleiman Beg was shut down two days later. Medical facilities are lacking basic 

items and there is no access to any hospital. ISF airlifts have provided some food 

and evacuation, but they are infrequent (OCHA 17/08/2014, Washington Institute 14/08/2014). 

 150 families fleeing Diyala were turned back from Khanaquin checkpoint into 

Sulaymaniyah. It is unclear to what degree IDPs are being turned back from KR-I 

internal borders (OCHA 07/08/2014, Amnesty 02/07/2014, ACAPS 07/08/2014). 
 

Water 

 Access to water has critically deteriorated in the past two weeks, as water 

infrastructure continues to be targeted and water access is exploited for military 

objectives. The severe fuel shortage caused by clashes over the Baiji refinery and 

disruptions to normal supply routes have cut off water transport in many areas. In 

June, an Assyrian news agency reported that IS cut the water supply from Mosul to 

some surrounding villages. On 14 August, a water plant in eastern Mosul was 

partially destroyed by an airstrike, leaving large parts of that city without access to 

water (OCHA 16/08/2014, AINA 18/06/2014, CrossMap 07/2014). 

 Access to water is highly dependent on type of shelter. Water was more 

commonly highlighted as a primary need by IDPs in informal shelters than by those 

renting space, or with host families (OCHA/REACH 31/07/14). 

 IDPs on the move, delayed while crossing checkpoints or trapped in 

contested areas face serious water shortages (UNICEF 05/08/14, OCHA 01/08/14). 

 

 

http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/security-council-adopts-resolution-2170-2014-condemning-gross-widespread-abuse-human
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/jihadists-massacre-iraq-villagers-world-ups-response
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/17/world/middleeast/forced-conversions-lead-to-killings-in-iraq-villages.html?partner=rss&emc=rss
http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=14936&LangID=E
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/17/world/middleeast/forced-conversions-lead-to-killings-in-iraq-villages.html?partner=rss&emc=rss
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/poverty-matters/2014/aug/15/sexual-enslavement-iraq-minority-women-isis-slavery-rape
http://www.iraqinews.com/iraq-war/urgent-red-crescent-claims-isil-detained-killed-100-christian-yahzidi-families-tal-afar-airport-killing-men-herding-women-unknown-place-sell-slaves/
http://www.uniraq.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=2373:srsg-bangura-and-srsg-mladenov-gravely-concerned-by-reports-of-sexual-violence-against-internally-displaced-persons&Itemid=605&lang=en
http://www.uniraq.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=2373:srsg-bangura-and-srsg-mladenov-gravely-concerned-by-reports-of-sexual-violence-against-internally-displaced-persons&Itemid=605&lang=en
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/assessments/ACTED%20-%20CP%20IDP%20Assessement%20Ainkawa.pdf
https://soundcloud.com/bbc-world-service/rabaa
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/pdfpreview/dbce816e9b212886ed881241d2c821fd.jpg
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/far-fewer-stranded-iraq-mountain-thought-us
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/15/world/middleeast/joy-in-us-at-news-that-yazidi-plight-is-easing.html?partner=rss&emc=rss
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/15/world/middleeast/iraq-yazidis-obama-sinjar-crisis.html?partner=rss&emc=rss
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UN%20OCHA%20Flash%20Update_%20Iraq%20Crisis%2C%20Amirli%2C%20Salah%20al-Din.pdf
http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/view/iraqs-city-of-orphans
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Iraq%20IDP%20Crisis%20Situation%20Report%20No%206.pdf
http://www.amnesty.org/en/for-media/press-releases/iraq-kurdish-authorities-must-not-block-passage-civilians-fleeing-fighting-
http://www.acaps.org/resourcescats/downloader/briefing_note_humanitarian_implications_of_violence_in_northern_and_central_iraq_7_august_2014/265
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Situation%20Report%20no7.pdf
http://www.aina.org/news/20140618172333.htm
http://crossmap.christianpost.com/news/water-shortage-crisis-in-assyrian-towns-in-north-iraq-the-water-purification-plants-in-mosul-supply-water-for-the-city-and-surrounding-areas-11217/print
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IRQ_KRI_Needs_A3_31JUL2014OCHA.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/statement-child-deaths-iraq-attributable-marzio-babille-unicef-representative
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Situation%20Report%20no5.pdf
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Health 

 Extreme heat is causing problems for IDPs, who may be on the move for days. 

NGOs are seeing cases of heat stroke, dehydration, diarrhoea, and skin infections. 

This was a specific problem for Yazidis from Sinjar who were forced to flee through 

Syria, but increasing travel times for the displaced, in hot conditions, may be an 

ongoing problem (Malteser 17/08/2014, MSF 13/08/2014). 

 In one assessment of IDPs in 43 towns and villages across KR-1, 16% of informants 

described healthcare shortages as life-threatening. More than half were unable 

to access care, and it was noted that local health facilities were mostly non-

functional in more than 60% of assessed locations (REACH 12/07/2014). 

 One of the main current health concerns is the outbreak of communicable diseases. 

WHO reports an increase in measles, with over 800 cases in the areas covered by 

the EWARS (Early Warning and Reporting System), and primarily in KR-I. There 

are no details as to whether the supplementary national immunisation planned for 

10–14 August has been carried out (OCHA 01/08/14, UNICEF 24/07/14, WHO 06/07/14, 

UNICEF 24/07/14). 

 Shelling and aerial assaults have damaged hospitals and medical facilities.  

According to WHO, only three of nine public health facilities in Salah al Din are 

functioning. People from Tikrit, Baij and Sharqatfrom are being referred to already 

overwhelmed hospitals in Mosul and Kirkuk, but armed conflict, fuel shortages, and 

road access difficulties are affecting ambulance services (PI 29/07/14, MSF 24/07/14, 

OCHA 01/08/14) 

 Critical shortages of essential medicines, vaccines, and supplies are reported 

in Mosul, areas of Salah al Din and Anbar (OCHA 26/07/14, PI 29/07/14). 

 Health facilities in conflict-affected areas report a shortage of medical personnel. 

WHO reports that many of the staff in Sinjar city’s hospital fled during the recent 

violence. Anaesthetists and obstetric gynaecologists are especially needed in 

Anbar (OCHA 04/08/14, OCHA 01/08/14, PI 03/08/14). 

 The KR-I health system is under strain from an influx of IDPs, Syrians, and 

wounded Peshmerga fighters, compounding existing issues: a lack of drugs and 

salaries unpaid by Baghdad because of the dispute over Kurdish oil sales. The 

recent Baghdad/Erbil rapprochement does not yet appear to have solved this 

problem (AJE 17/08/2014). 

 

Food and Livelihoods 

 Food security is a rapidly growing concern in central and northern Iraq. 

Normal supply routes have been interrupted by insecurity, limiting the movement of 

wheat and other produce stored in government silos. Food shortages are reportedly 

already occurring in Mosul. Millions of Iraqis may become severely food insecure if 

these challenges are not resolved (OCHA 16/08/2014). 

 Movement restrictions have raised the cost of goods and food in Anbar, 

particularly fuel, negatively affecting both IDPs and host communities. Electricity 

supply by generator is limited, and mains electricity is interrupted for hours each 

day in many parts of the governorate.  

 More than 90% of IDPs in informal shelters have insufficient access to food, 

as opposed to 50% of those with host families, or renting apartments or hotel rooms 
(IOM 07/08/2014). 

 No new information has appeared on disruptions to the public distribution 

system, which provides 30% of calories consumed by the Iraqi population, but 

previous conflict has disrupted it, and the increase in fighting and movement 

restrictions is expected to make the situation worse (WFP 22/07/14). 

 Since IS took control of the border town of Al Qa’im in Anbar governorate, including 

the camp of Al Obaidy, where Syrian refugees are residing, WFP has not been able 

to access the town to provide food assistance. Nearly 1,000 refugees have 

reportedly fled the camp (WFP 05/08/2014). 

 In northern Iraq, 58% of IDPs were reported to be reducing the size and frequency 

of meals to cope with limited food supplies (REACH 12/07/2014). 

 In central and southern Iraq, protracted displacement, deterioration of infrastructure 

and the collapse of economies and livelihoods are becoming more severe, and 

humanitarian access is limited by security concerns. (NCCI 23/07/2014).  
 

Education 

 Schools being used as emergency shelter by IDPs may not reopen on 

schedule: OCHA reports that more than 2,000 schools are occupied by country-

wide by more than 40,000 IDPs, primarily in Anbar, and that half of the country’s 

95,666 teachers are affected by the displacement. Examinations for grade 12 and 

other grades due to take place on 25 August have already been postponed, and 

the Iraqi Education Ministry has declared an emergency due to the number of 

schools occupied by displaced families (OCHA 16/08/2014). On 21 August the 

Department of Education in Dohuk reported that 646 schools are hosting 21,509 

families (around 129,000 individuals). The DoE interim focal point in Erbil reported 

20 schools in Erbil sheltering IDPs (Trusted sources; NRC/Save the Children, 18-19/08/2014).  

 300 families arrived in Missan, Basra, over 7–10 August, due to deteriorating 

conditions in KR-I; another 333 had arrived previously. The Basra governor’s office 

is preparing a 1,000-tent camp, but until it is ready, ten schools in the Amara district 

file:///C:/Users/Nicholas/Dropbox/ACAPS%20START/140612%20START%20Iraq/2.%20Draft%20reports/140821%20-%20Humanitarian%20Implications%20of%20Violence%20in%20Iraq%20BN/One%20of%20the%20major%20challenges%20is%20the%20current%20health%20care%20situation,%20Hochedez%20reports.
http://www.reach-initiative.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/REACH_IRQ_Report_IDPAreaOfOriginAssessment_12July2014_final.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Situation%20Report%20no5.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Iraq%20Humanitarian%20Weekly%20SitRep%20-%2024July2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Map%20confirmed%20measles%20cases%20in%20Iraq%20as%20of%206July2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Iraq%20Humanitarian%20Weekly%20SitRep%20-%2024July2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/iraq-hospitals-destroyed-air-strikes
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Situation%20Report%20no5.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20IDP%20Crisis%20Situation%20Report%20No%204%2019-26%20July%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/ocha-flash-update-iraq-crisis-significant-displacement-sinjar-no-2-4-august-2014
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Situation%20Report%20no5.pdf
http://www.aljazeera.com/video/middleeast/2014/08/erbil-hospitals-overwhelmed-refugees-2014817175922155872.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Situation%20Report%20no7.pdf
http://iomiraq.net/dtm-page
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WFP%20Syria%20Crisis%20Response%20Situation%20Update%2C%2009%20-%2022%20July%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WFP%20Syria%20Crisis%20Response%20Situation%20Update.pdf
http://www.reach-initiative.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/REACH_IRQ_Report_IDPAreaOfOriginAssessment_12July2014_final.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/overcoming-challenges-inclusive-humanitarian-response-iraq
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Situation%20Report%20no7.pdf
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and two schools in other districts have been allocated as emergency housing (IOM 

10/08/2014). 

 The mayor of Zakho, near the Peshkapour crossing in Dohuk, has said 90,000-

100,000 IDPs were residing in the town as of 11 August 11, and 16 schools had 

been allocated for emergency housing (OCHA 11/08/2014). 

 

Humanitarian Access and Operational Environment 
 

 Iraq was recently declared a Level 3 emergency by the United Nations, one of 

only four in the world, reflecting the fact that current humanitarian capacity is 

insufficient to mitigate the crisis. (UN 13/08/2014). 

 In late July, a USD 500 million grant from Saudi Arabia nearly quadrupled the 

funding available to humanitarian actors. Other funding for 2014 comprises only 

USD 170 million (OCHA 25/07/2014, FTS 20/08/2014). 

 Despite new funding, security concerns due to advances by Islamist militants, 

ongoing military operations, and logistical challenges have prevented much of the 

funding from reaching those most in need. National and international NGOs’ 

operations remain severely limited outside KR-I, and civilians in Anbar, Ninewa, 

Salah al Din, and Diyala governorates are particularly hard to reach. Road security 

restrictions and long delays in getting clearances from authorities affects the 

efficiency of response (OCHA 13/08/2014, OCHA 13/08/2014, OCHA 25/07/2014, OCHA 

16/08/2014). 

 Given the challenges surrounding the return of IDPs to recently disputed areas, 

including the reluctance of many to return and the possibility of heightened inter-

communal tensions, humanitarian actors will have make decisions about whether 

and how much to engage in parts Iraq recently retaken from IS and its supporters. 

(NYT 15/08/2014, Guardian 18/08/2014). 

 Many IDPs are relocating multiple times in response to a variety of factors, 

including the security situation. This has created challenges in finding IDPs, 

assessing their needs and providing assistance, even in accessible areas (REACH 

07/2014, PI 20/08/2014). 

 Humanitarian actors focused heavily on the crisis of civilians trapped on Mount 

Sinjar, however a US military mission on 8 August found that most IDPs there had 

already left, and the few remaining were in much less serious need than 

anticipated, though some Yazidi leaders disputed this account, and UN officials 

said thousands may still be trapped (AFP 14/08/2014, NYT 14/08/2014, NYT 14/08/2014). 

 

Information Gaps 
 

 Needs assessments are still very difficult across the entire context: in the south and 

central regions due to insecurity and a lack of access, and in other areas due to 

prohibitions imposed by local authorities. 

 Due to the protracted situation, and the continued generalised decline of the Iraqi 

economy, infrastructure, and livelihoods, gathering information on market 

functioning and access to services, particularly water and health, is becoming 

steadily more important. Information on communicable diseases is needed in areas 

except KR-I, which is covered by a WHO monitoring system. 

 Though there are increasingly widespread reports of rape and GBV, almost no 

assessments have been conducted to assess the extent of these issues. 

Systematic psychosocial support for women and girls is not available (OCHA 

16/08/2014, ACTED 08/2014). 

 

 

Potential Aggravating Factors 
 

 Large-scale displacement from neighbouring conflicts: Iraq continues to host 

a large number of Syrian refugees (more than 217,000 individuals have been 

registered by UNHCR so far), as well as Iraqi returnees fleeing Syria, who remain 

vulnerable to further displacement. The large numbers of refugees, returnees, and 

now IDPs are placing great strain on local infrastructure and essential services 
(UNHCR 15/07/14, UNHCR 15/07/14). 

 Weakened KRG response capacity: Over 400,000 IDPs from the Anbar and 

Mosul crises alone are dependent on support, services, and residency permits from 

the KRG, which has been significantly overstretched. The recent wave of IDPs to 

Dohuk from Sinjar following IS’s conquest further strains the KRG’s capacity to offer 

protection and assistance, and risks forcing additional entry restrictions and 

difficulties in obtaining residency permits. 

 Foreign military intervention, especially involving kinetic ground operations, will 

almost unequivocally be viewed from a sectarian standpoint and further aggravate 

prevailing humanitarian concerns and the lack of access to those in need. 

http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/new-idp-camps-serve-displaced-southern-iraq
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