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Democratic Republic of Congo  

CAR Population Displacement  

December 2013 – 22 July 2014    
 

 

 

 

Crisis Overview 
 

 The deteriorating security situation 

and increased inter-communal 

violence in the Central African 

Republic (CAR) since December 

2013 have led to new waves of 

displacement into neighbouring 

countries, including the Democratic 

Republic of Congo (DRC) (ECHO 

04/03/2014). 

 

 Since December 2013, 17,463 CAR 

refugees have crossed the Ubangi 

River into DRC, despite the closure 

of the border, bringing the overall 

number to 60,269 (UNHCR, 

18/07/2014).  

 

 The refugees are arriving in dire conditions and are mostly concentrated at border 

points with limited assistance before being relocated to camps. 

 

 By the end of June, almost 31,510 refugees had been relocated to three camps in 

Equateur province (31,030) and one camp in Orientale Province (480) (UNHCR 

30/06/2014). About one-third of the refugees are under the age of 18 (Al Jazeera 

02/06/2014). 

 

 

 

Key Findings 
 

 

Likely scope and scale 

At end June, nearly 17,000 CAR refugees had arrived in DRC; another 35,000 

refugees are estimated to arrive by the end of 2014. 

 

Priorities for humanitarian intervention  

Basic infrastructure and services are lacking for the entire refugee population: 

significant resources are required to provide food, facilitate access to drinking water, 

establish and strengthen health centres, and improve roads. 

Given the insecurity and poor infrastructure at the border, the refugees need 

immediate transport to more secure areas, where assistance can be provided 

 

Humanitarian constraints  

CAR refugees have been accessing the Equateur and Orientale provinces via 26 entry 

points along the 1,200km border. Identifying refugees in this vast territory is extremely 

difficult since the Ubangi River marks the border and is therefore a restricted zone. 

The ongoing April–November rainy season is also hampering access to refugee 

camps and remote host-communities. 
 

CAR Emergency Situation, as 18 July 2014

 
Source:  UNHCR Regional Bureau for Africa 

Expected impact 
      Insignificant     Minor      Moderate   Important Major 

   X  

Need for international 

assistance 

   Not required Low Moderate Important Urgent 

   X  

Affected groups Key figures 

  

Resident population (est.)  

 Equateur province 4,820,000 

 Orientale province 5,566,000 

Affected population: 

Total displaced (as of June 

2014) 

 

 

60,269 

In refugee camps  31,506 

 Mole refugee camp 11,232 

 Boyabu refugee camp 10,704 

 Inke refugee camp 9,092 

 Mboti camp 478 

 

In host communities 

 

28,763 

http://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/funding/decisions/2014/HIPs/DRC_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/funding/decisions/2014/HIPs/DRC_en.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR%20Regional%20Update%20-%20CAR%20Refugee%20Situation%20%2324%20.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR%20Regional%20Update%20-%20CAR%20Refugee%20Situation%20%2324%20.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/car/country.php?id=46
http://data.unhcr.org/car/country.php?id=46
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/inpictures/2014/05/pictures-plight-car-refugees-d-2014528122328789966.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/inpictures/2014/05/pictures-plight-car-refugees-d-2014528122328789966.html
http://www.unhcr.org/5385a1359.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/caf_reference_landscape_140718.pdf
http://www.acaps.org/
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Key Information  
 

Drivers of the Current Conflict 

Since December 2012, when Seleka rebels took control of several cities in CAR, 

including in Basse-Kotto prefecture, facing the Mobayi-Mbongo district, across the 

Ubangi River in DRC, a wave of CAR refugees arrived in northern DRC, fleeing 

insecurity and human rights violations. Deteriorating security conditions in Bangui 

throughout 2013 led to a steady influx of new arrivals, as violence escalated further 

with anti-balaka militia attacking Bangui and Bossangoa (ECHO 04/03/2014). 

 

Two major obstacles stand in the way of CAR refugees wishing to cross to DRC: the 

Ubangi River and a dense forest where active Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) fighters 

have been detected. Consequently, the majority of CAR refugees have moved further 

to Mole (Zongo), Inke (Gbadolite) and Boyabu (Libenge) camps in Equateur province, 

while others have moved to Bondo district or joined Mboti camp in Ango district, 

Orientale province. The presence of anti-balaka has been confirmed both in Worobe 

and surrounding areas in Equateur, and between Ubangi and Bakundu in northern 

Equateur province (CAR Regional Response Plan 04/2014 ; UNHCR 05/2014). 

 

There are now over 60,260 CAR refugees in the DRC, including 17,460 since 

December 2013, with a continuous flow of several hundred new arrivals per week 

(UNHCR, 18/07/2014). They often arrive without personal belongings, with limited 

financial means, and in poor physical condition. Many people cross the river every 

day: they sleep in safety in DRC and return to Bangui by day to take advantage of 

livelihood opportunities (UNHCR 05/2014). 

 

By the end of June, almost 31,510 refugees had been relocated to the three camps in 

Equateur province (31,030) and one camp in Orientale province (480) (UNHCR 

30/06/2014). Some 46% live outside the camps. About one-third of refugees are under 

the age of 18 (Al Jazeera 02/06/2014).  

 

New Displacement 

Continuing insecurity in CAR is still forcing CAR refugees to flee into DRC. In 

Orientale prvince, refugees from the CAR sub-prefecture of Zangba in Basse-Kotto 

stated that their home area is under the control of and subject to harassment of ex-

Seleka. Between 20–27 June, 176 people were relocated from the border to Inke 

camp (UNHCR 27/06/2014).  

 

On 17 July, 407 new refugees were transported from Batanga transit centre to Boyabu 

refugee camp (UNHCR, 18/07/2014).  

DRC Returnees 

Almost 6,300 DRC refugees who had previously fled to Batalimo camp in CAR 

returned over April–May 2014. Another 3,300, mostly from Orientale province, still 

reside in Zemio camp in east CAR, although the spontaneous return of some 1,000 

refugees has been reported (UNHCR, 05/2014). 
 

Humanitarian Constraints  

 Registration and identification is difficult as 46% of refugees live outside the 

camps, in the main towns or the bush along the border.  

 The camps are above capacity. The rapid increase in population (in Mole camp, 

especially) makes it difficult to address the needs. 

 The rainy season is also hampering access to refugee camps and shelter 

construction. The road between Zongo and Mole camp is almost impassable, and 

this could worsen the existing logistical challenges (IFRC 30/06/2014; UNHCR 

27/06/2014). 
 

Crisis Impact 
 

Food 

Food assistance is a major challenge and has been slow: quantities are insufficient 

and the isolation of affected areas considerably hinders the delivery of humanitarian 

aid (ECHO, 04/03/2014). Food distribution is irregular and the supply pipeline remains 

fragile (CAR Regional Response Plan 04/2014). 

 

A precarious food and nutritional situation prevails in refugee camps and host 

communities. Food unavailability, lack of food stocks, restricted access to balanced 

diet, and extreme poverty coupled with high food prices due to the refugee influx 

(notably in Zongo), qualify certain zones of Equateur province as being in a state of 

food crisis (IPC Info 12/2013 and Radio Okapi 24/06/2014).  

 

In June, WFP started to provide cash in Mole and Boyabu camps. In Inke camp, food 

distribution is still ongoing but WFP aims to switch to cash in August (WFP, 17/07/2014). 

Over 9–12 July, food cash grants of USD 15 per person per month were distributed to 

the refugee population in Mole camp. Several refugees have complained that these 

grants are insufficient for their survival (UNHCR, 18/07/2014).  

 

WASH 

Access to sufficient safe water (15L/person/day) remains a challenge. As of 18 July, 

the average water production in Boyabu camp was 13L/person/day. In Mole camp, 

http://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/funding/decisions/2014/HIPs/DRC_en.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/Central_African_Republic_refugees_-_joint_regional_appeal.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/5385a1359.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR%20Regional%20Update%20-%20CAR%20Refugee%20Situation%20%2324%20.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/5385a1359.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/car/country.php?id=46
http://data.unhcr.org/car/country.php?id=46
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/inpictures/2014/05/pictures-plight-car-refugees-d-2014528122328789966.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR%20External%20Regional%20Update%20CAR%20Situation%20%2321.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR%20Regional%20Update%20-%20CAR%20Refugee%20Situation%20%2324%20.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/5385a1359.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/democratic-republic-congo-population-movement-emergency-appeal-n-0
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR%20External%20Regional%20Update%20CAR%20Situation%20%2321.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR%20External%20Regional%20Update%20CAR%20Situation%20%2321.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/funding/decisions/2014/HIPs/DRC_en.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/Central_African_Republic_refugees_-_joint_regional_appeal.pdf
http://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/10%C3%A8%20rapport_IPC%20RdC%20d%C3%A9c%202013.pdf
http://radiookapi.net/actualite/2014/06/24/zongo-les-prix-augmentent-faute-dapprovisionnement/
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WFP%20CAR%20%20Regional%20update%2017%20July%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR%20Regional%20Update%20-%20CAR%20Refugee%20Situation%20%2324%20.pdf
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there are 186 latrines and 54 showers, and 12.2L/person/day. In Inke camp, water 

consumption is 9.6L/person/day (UNHCR 18/07/2014).  

 

Refugees need access to appropriate sanitation and hygiene promotion to reduce the 

risk of transmission of waterborne diseases (notably cholera) from the Ubangi River. 

Water supply needs to be increased, and prevention and emergency response needs 

to be strengthened and adjusted to the population densities in the camps (CAR 

Regional Response Plan 04/2014). 
 

Health 

Improving access to primary health services and medicine is essential for refugees 

and host communities. Referrals to secondary healthcare, HIV treatment programmes, 

reproductive health services and an expanded programme of immunisation are 

equally important (CAR Regional Response Plan 04/2014). 

 

Health centres in areas where refugees have settled are not easily accessible, 

particularly in Equateur province. The region has serious health and sanitation 

infrastructure problems and a lack of skilled health professionals (CAR Regional 

Response Plan 04/2014). 

 

Health patterns are characterised by a variety of endemic and epidemic diseases such 

as malaria, monkey pox, diarrheal diseases and cholera, typhoid fever and frequent 

measles outbreaks (ECHO, 04/03/2014). 

 

Malaria is the predominant illness both in and outside camps. In Mole camp, for 

instance, 727 new cases were registered over 12–18 July (UNHCR, 18/07/2014). 

 

The massive arrival of refugees has also affected the nutrition of host communities, 

which already have limited coping mechanisms. Malnutrition in these areas is reported 

already to be high and the burden of refugees could worsen the situation (CAR 

Regional Response Plan 04/2014). 

 

Shelter and NFIs 

Access roads (and maintenance) are required and should be maintained, given the 

remoteness of refugee camps and the effects of the rainy season (CAR Regional 

Response Plan, 04/2014). 

 

Access to essential household and basic non-food items (NFIs), like kitchen sets, 

baby kits, hygiene kits, mosquito nets, and clothes are most critical needs for the 

newly arrived refugees, who have few personal possessions and are in a remote and 

impoverished region. Refugees and some host community families are extremely 

vulnerable to access essential NFIs for daily use (UNHCR 05/2014). In Mole camp 

there remains a serious shortage of relief items; new arrivals from CAR had yet to 

receive an NFI kit as of end June (UNHCR 27/06/2014).  

 

Boyabu camp has 970 shelters; 47 more are being constructed to host newly arrived 

refugees (UNHCR 18/07/2014).  
 

Protection 

Following a protection assessment, many problems related to SGBV were identified, 

including survival sex, the lack of an off-camp referral mechanism, and a lack of 

medical and psychosocial assistance in the 72 hours after rape (CAR Regional Response 

Plan 04/2014). 

 

Refugees outside camps are more vulnerable to human rights violations. Protection 

monitoring must be reinforced to reduce the risks of refoulement, arbitrary detention, 

and exploitation (UNHCR 05/2014).  
 

It is imperative to focus on children in camps and host communities, notably to identify 

separated and unaccompanied children and children formerly associated with armed 

forces and groups (CAR Regional Response Plan, 04/2014). 

 

Education 

Education remains an important part of a child and youth protection needs, especially 

given that 70% of the camp population is under the age of 25. Of more than 5,600 

children aged 4–12, more than 3,000 attend primary school in the camps (Al Jazeera 

02/06/2014). 

 

There are no secondary schools in the refugee camps, and more than 3,200 children 

aged 12–17 that should attend secondary school t(Al Jazeera 02/06/2014).  

 

Affected Vulnerable Groups 

 Children, women, the elderly, and people with disabilities are particularly 

vulnerable to the risks mentioned in previous sections.  

 The displaced population, especially newly arrived people. 

 The host population living in poverty and extreme poverty in areas of complex 

emergency (conflict, violence, outbreaks and food insecurity).  
 

 

 

 

 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR%20Regional%20Update%20-%20CAR%20Refugee%20Situation%20%2324%20.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/Central_African_Republic_refugees_-_joint_regional_appeal.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/Central_African_Republic_refugees_-_joint_regional_appeal.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/Central_African_Republic_refugees_-_joint_regional_appeal.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/Central_African_Republic_refugees_-_joint_regional_appeal.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/Central_African_Republic_refugees_-_joint_regional_appeal.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/funding/decisions/2014/HIPs/DRC_en.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR%20Regional%20Update%20-%20CAR%20Refugee%20Situation%20%2324%20.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/Central_African_Republic_refugees_-_joint_regional_appeal.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/Central_African_Republic_refugees_-_joint_regional_appeal.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/Central_African_Republic_refugees_-_joint_regional_appeal.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/Central_African_Republic_refugees_-_joint_regional_appeal.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/5385a1359.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR%20External%20Regional%20Update%20CAR%20Situation%20%2321.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR%20Regional%20Update%20-%20CAR%20Refugee%20Situation%20%2324%20.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/5385a1359.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/5385a1359.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/5385a1359.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/5385a1359.pdf
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/inpictures/2014/05/pictures-plight-car-refugees-d-2014528122328789966.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/inpictures/2014/05/pictures-plight-car-refugees-d-2014528122328789966.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/inpictures/2014/05/pictures-plight-car-refugees-d-2014528122328789966.html
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Potential Aggravating Factors 
 

Seasonal Information  

In northern DRC, the rainy season normally runs from April to November. It is also the 

season for some endemic waterborne diseases (HEWS seasonal calendar 01/2011 and ECHO 

10/06/2014). 

 

Other Vulnerability Factors 

Escalating inter-community violence will likely lead to further deterioration of the 

humanitarian situation of CAR refugees (ECHO 10/06/2014). The negative relations that the 

anti-balaka inside CAR are fostering is a key issue for the peaceful return of the CAR 

refugees and for the delivery of protection in refugee settings (CAR Regional Response 

Plan, 04/2014).  

 

Key Characteristics of Host Population and Area 
 

The fragility of host communities needs to be taken into account. The conflict in CAR 

has cut northern Equateur's main supply route (from CAR), and Zongo is now 

supplying Bangui with its meagre production. Immediate consequences include lack of 

food and other products on local markets and escalating inflation (ECHO, 04/03/2014). 

 

Key indicators for DRC (WB database). 

 Demographics: Population: 67,513,677, Female: 50%. 45% aged 0–14. Life 

expectancy at birth: 50 years. Urban population: 35%.  

 Health: Crude mortality rate: 15.6/1,000; infant mortality rate: 99/1,000 live births; 

maternal mortality rate 810/100,000 births; 37% children under 6 months 

exclusively breastfed.  

 Malnutrition prevalence: height for age (children under 5): 43.5%; weight for 

age (children under 5): 24%; 8.5% under-fives acutely malnourished; 2.7% under-

fives severely malnourished.  

 WASH: Population with access to improved water sources: 46% (urban: 79%, 

rural: 29%); Population with improved access to sanitation: 31% (urban: 32.9% 

rural: 29%).  

 Economic: GINI index: 44. GDP per capita: USD 454. Population below poverty 

line: 71%; Literacy rate: 67%. 

 

 

 

Response Capacity 
 

Local and National Response Capacity 

Since the beginning of 2013, the Government of the DRC recognises refugees from 

the CAR on a “prima facie” basis.  

 

Provincial authorities insist that assistance should only be delivered within camps. 

Humanitarian organisations have been assisting refugees in host communities through 

community-based assistance (UNHCR 05/2014).  

 

International Response Capacity 

On 23 June, humanitarian partners launched a comprehensive regional overview of 

humanitarian needs and financial requirements to respond to the crisis in CAR. 

Revised funding requirements called for USD 858 million to assist 2.7 million people 

including CAR refugees, third-country nationals, returning migrants, and host families 

in the five countries most affected by the emergency (CAR, Chad, Cameroon, DRC 

and Congo). As of the end of June, only 24% of the funding requirements had been 

met (OCHA 06/2014).  

 

WFP has indicated that without indication of funds, it would run out of food and cash 

resources to support CAR refugees in DRC by September. As of 17 July, USD 9.5 

million were needed to cover until December for DRC (WFP 25/06/2014 and 17/07/2014). 

Following 16 April 2014 of the CAR Regional Response Plan, UNHCR’s total financial 

requirements for the CAR Situation amount to USD 239 million, including USD 99.8 

million of revised additional needs in asylum countries from January to December 

2014 as presented in the Inter-Agency Appeal. It is currently funded at 25%. 

Regarding DRC needs, only USD 13.6 million have been funded; another 64.5 million 

still needs funding (UNHCR 18/07/2014). 

 

In March, the European Commission increased its Humanitarian Implementation Plan 

budget by one million euros in order to support the response of the basic needs of 

people affected by violence and conflict in CAR who have fled to DRC and Congo. 

The new DRC HIP now amounts to 51 million euros (ECHO 04/03/2014). 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hewsweb.org/hazcal/
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/aid/countries/factsheets/car_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/aid/countries/factsheets/car_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/aid/countries/factsheets/car_en.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/5385a1359.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/5385a1359.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/funding/decisions/2014/HIPs/DRC_en.pdf
http://data.worldbank.org/country/congo-dem-rep
http://www.unhcr.org/5385a1359.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/HB%20May%20June%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WFP%20C.A.R.%20Regional%20update%2025%20June%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WFP%20CAR%20%20Regional%20update%2017%20July%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR%20Regional%20Update%20-%20CAR%20Refugee%20Situation%20%2324%20.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/funding/decisions/2014/HIPs/DRC_en.pdf
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Information Gaps and Needs 
 

 Disaggregated data on refugees (gender, age, geographical distribution) and host 

communities (geographical distribution).  

 Specific needs of vulnerable groups (elders, youth, etc.) and gaps in humanitarian 

services in camps.  

 Information on displacement outside camps, unregistered displaced population, 

refugees residing among host population and their needs. 

 

Lessons Learned 
 

 Assistance should address both refugees and host communities’ needs. 

 Lack of preparedness has resulted in reliance on host communities’ sharing 

resources. Local communities already struggling to meet needs are being further 

challenged.  

 Quick relocation of refugees from vulnerable host communities, entry points and 

temporary shelters, combined with expanded camp capacity were identified as 

key factors to a better response from previous crises. 


